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The Curriculum for Year 9 

 
All Year 9 students will be required to study the following subjects across Key Stage 4: 
 
The Compulsory Core 
The table below summarises the three year KS4 programme for each Core subject area.  Please note 
that the three year KS4 Core subject programme followed by students will be dependent on the sets 
students are placed in for English, Maths, Science and ICT. 
 
Students will receive a personalised pathway form based on their attainment to date, which will 
provide them with guidance regarding their option choices. 
 
 

Core  
Subject 

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 
 

English  GCSE English Language/ 
Literature 

GCSE English Language/ 
Literature 

GCSE English Language/ 
Literature 

Maths Maths GCSE Maths GCSE Maths GCSE 

Science GCSE Triple Science  
or 

GCSE Combined Science 

GCSE Triple Science 
or 

GCSE Combined Science 

GCSE Triple Science 
or 

GCSE Combined Science 

ICT Level 2 Certificate Level 2 Certificate  Level 2 Certificate 

PE Practical PE Practical PE Practical PE 

 
Please note that RS provision will be integrated across the curriculum, unless students select this 
as one of their option subjects. 
 
Further Subjects 
Students will study a further 4 subjects in addition to those above.  Most students will receive a 
pathway form which requires them to select a humanity subject (Geography or History) and a 
Modern Foreign Language (French, Spanish or Italian).  Many students will receive a pathway form 
which requires them to select 1 or 2 BTEC subjects; this is because we are confident that this route 
will provide them with optimum outcomes at the end of Year 11, and reduce the exam burden of 
many exams in the summer of Year 11.  If BTEC subjects are not a requirement on a student’s 
pathway form, this does not prevent that student from opting for one or more BTECs. 
 
 

All subject information is current at the time of printing, and is subject to change, particularly for 
new specifications. 
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Year 8 Option Choices 2019-20 
 
You must follow the guidelines on your personalised option form.  You must put your preferences in 
rank order on your form.  There is no guarantee that all top options will be allocated to any one 
student as the subjects have to be allocated on a best fit basis across the entire year group to ensure 
a fully fair process.  In fact, it is most common for students not to be allocated their top two choices.  
It may be necessary for a small number of students to have to re-opt for a different subject if their 
original selection does not fit within the final timetable; this will be done with full consultation of the 
student and parent/carers.  Every student will have a 1-to-1 interview prior to the final deadline, 
during which they can ask any questions or gain advice from a senior member of staff. 
 
 

BTEC Business 
BTEC Child Development 

BTEC Health & Social Care 
BTEC Media 

BTEC Performing Arts 
BTEC Sport 

BTEC PA – Dance 
Art – GCSE 

Business Studies – GCSE 
Computer Science – GCSE 

Design & Technology – GCSE 
D&T: Textiles – GCSE  

Drama – GCSE 
Economics – GCSE 

Film Studies – GCSE 
Food Preparation & Nutrition – GCSE 

French – GCSE 
Geography – GCSE 

History – GCSE 
Italian – GCSE 

Media Studies – GCSE 
Music – GCSE 

PE – GCSE 
Philosophy & Ethics (RS) – GCSE 

Photography – GCSE 
Psychology – GCSE 

Spanish – GCSE 
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Before making your final choices, please consider the following key questions: 

 
 

 What could you do if you successfully completed this course? 

 What qualifications would you like to take at Sixth Form or at 
college? 

 Does this course prepare you for those further courses? 
 
 
 
 

 Do you have ideas on possible careers? 

 What subjects do certain careers insist on now or later? 

 What should you do if you do not know what you want to do 
yet? 

 
 
 
 

 Make sure you get advice from people who know what they 
are talking about 

 Be careful with advice from the internet, can it be trusted? 

 Never be afraid to ask too many questions – this needs to be 
right 

 
 
 

 Do you have an idea of the assessment or exam work load for a 
subject you want to do?  Generally BTEC subjects have a larger 
coursework weighting which can be completed throughout the 
course, whereas most GCSEs are largely exam-based at the end 
of Year 11 

 Are you prepared to work at 100% in that subject for the full 
three years? 
 

 

 Whichever course you take during Years 9, 10 and 11 you will 
require motivation, hard work, determination and organisation 
to succeed 

 Reflect on how well you demonstrate these areas in school at 
the moment and what, if any, you might need to work on 

 
 

 All the subjects listed in this booklet are those we hope to run 
in September 2019 

 Please be aware that courses will only run if a specific number 
of students opt to take it 

 There has to be a maximum capacity for the subjects so the 
key is make your choices early and ensure that you are happy 
to take any of your options, including reserve choices 

 
Where does it lead? 

 
Career thoughts? 

 
Advice 

 
Work Load 

 
Commitment 

 
Numbers 
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Subject:  ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH 
LITERATURE 

Exam Board:  AQA 

Exam:  100% (English)  

Qualification:  GCSE              100% (Literature) 
Head of Dept:  Mrs E Petrou  

 
What is the content of the Course? 
In Year 9 students will follow a course designed to prepare them for the challenges of the GCSE.  
They will complete their assessments in exam conditions and will study GCSE level skills and texts.   
Students will cover reading, writing, speaking and listening and spoken language components.  They 
will read a variety of texts, writing written responses to them and be expected to produce their own 
original composition.  
 
In GCSE English Language, students will study the spoken word, non-fiction and media texts, texts 
from different time periods, writing for different purposes as well as completing speaking and 
listening tasks. 
 

In GCSE English Literature students will study a Shakespeare play, modern and traditional poetry and 
prose texts of different styles and genres.  One significant aspect of the specification is that all 
coursework and controlled assessment components have been removed and final results are based 
on final examinations.  In addition, a larger emphasis will be placed on spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
 

What skills will be developed? 
You will develop your skills so that you can write in many different styles: analyse, review, comment; 
argue, persuade, advise; inform, explain, describe.   Reading skills are tested in the exam where you 
are asked to summarise and analyse the main points of an unseen text you have read.  The English 
Literature exam tests your knowledge of the texts you have studied.  You will develop your ability to 
write in detail about characters, themes and the techniques used by writers in the different forms 
studied: drama, poetry and prose. 
 

Who would this subject suit? 
English and English Literature are subjects that are essential to anybody no matter 
what they go on to do after their GCSEs.  Most employers, colleges or Sixth Forms 
require a good pass in English and the skills you learn will serve you well in the future.  
The skills you learn in English will also help you in your other exams, helping you to 
express your ideas and opinions more clearly and concisely.  
         
What could I do next with this subject? 
At Goffs you can go on to study English Literature AS and A Level where you study texts to a greater 
depth.  Other schools and colleges may offer English Language AS and A Level.  A good qualification 
in English can prepare you for numerous careers in the future.  These can be directly related such as 
journalism, or they can be completely unrelated courses.  Either way, English is an invaluable 
qualification for whatever career you choose.  
 

Do I need to know anything else? 
It may sound obvious but reading is essential to doing well in GCSE English.  By reading we mean 
more than just reading the match reports on a Sunday morning, although that is a start!   
Reading a variety of texts (newspapers, magazines, fiction and non-fiction) means that you will 
expand your vocabulary and become more adept at understanding different styles of writing; so to 
do well - GET READING! 
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 FURTHER EDUCATION 

 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into the Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
English 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 English Literature 

 Psychology 

 Journalism 
      
                 

 Law 

 Advertising & 
Marketing 

 
 

 World Politics 

 Sociology 
 

 

Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Tourism Officer 

 Classroom Assistant 

 Information Officer 

 Behaviour Support 
Assistant 

 Archivist 

 Assistant 
Administrator 

 Librarian 

 Secretary 
 
 

 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Solicitor 

 Recruitment 
Consultant 

 Public Relations 
Officer 

 Script Writer 

 Social Worker 

 Management 
Trainee 

 Researcher 

 Editorial Assistant 

 English Teacher 

 Management 
Consultant 

 Copywriter 

 Human Resources 
Trainee 

 Press Officer 

 Journalist 

 Accounts Executive 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

 

 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  MATHEMATICS Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  100%  
Head of Dept:  Mr J Vyras Tiered papers:  Higher Tier (9-4) 

                            Foundation Tier (5- 1)           
 
What is the content of the Course and what skills will be taught? 
The course covers a wide range of mathematics and includes numbers, algebra, statistics, 
probability, geometry and measure.  The level of mathematics taught depends on the ability of the 
students and the tier of entry. 
 

Who would this subject suit? 
As a core subject, this course is suitable for all students.  Although some students may choose to 
continue their studies of mathematics to AS or A Level, all students will need GCSE Mathematics at 
a Grade 5 or above in order to progress further in whatever field they decide to go into. 
 

What could I do next with this subject? 
Mathematics is useful throughout your life.  If you wish to do mathematics in the Sixth Form at AS 
or A2 Level you will need to do the Higher tier examination and achieve a Grade 7 or above.  Sets 
in mathematics are according to the grades you gain in your end of Year 8 exams. 
 

Do I need to know anything else? 
The examination is a linear paper, consisting of a Non Calculator and two Calculator papers, which 
cover all aspects of mathematics.  The exam paper has a high proportion of marks allocated to 
Functional Maths and also students must be able to demonstrate a clear concise method to 
achieve the maximum marks.  There is no coursework for GCSE Mathematics.   
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Mathematics and Further Maths 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Accountancy 

 Law 

 Banking and Finance 

 Mathematics 

 Medicine 

 Mechanical 
Engineering 

 Economics 

 Business 
Management 

 Civil Engineering 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Finance Assistant 

 Administration 
Supervisor 

 Customer Services 
Advisor 

 Settlements 
Administrator 

 Foreign Currency 
Advisor 

 Claims Handler 

 Financial Advice 
Assistant 

 Credit & Risk 
Assistant 

 Cashier 

 Underwriter 

 Broker 

 Accounting 
Technician 
 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Accountant 

 Financial Advisor 

 Teacher 

 Civil Engineer 

 Architect 

 Solicitor 

 Computer Engineer 

 Economist 

 Investment Banker 

 Doctor 

 Mechanical 
Engineer 

 Actuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  ICT Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Qualification:  BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 
in DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Exam: 40%  (1 Exam)   

Coursework: 60%  (2 Units of coursework) 
Head of Dept.:  Miss A Nicola  

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The Award gives students the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a 
practical learning environment, including: 

 Development of key skills that prove their aptitude in digital information technology, such 
as project planning, designing and creating user interfaces, creating dashboards to present 
and interpret data 

 Processes that underpin effective ways of working, such as project planning, the iterative 
design process, cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of conduct 

 Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, processes and attitudes in the sector, such 
as how different user interfaces meet user needs, how organisations collect and use data 
to make decisions, virtual workplaces, cyber security and legal and ethical issues 

 
The Award complements learning in GCSE programmes, such as the GCSE in Computer Science, by 
broadening experience and skills participation in different type of activities.  It gives students the 
opportunity to apply knowledge and skills practically through project work, such as planning and 
designing a user interface and developing a dashboard to interpret trends in data. 
 
Who would this subject suit?     
This qualification is compulsory for all students in Key Stage 4.  It builds on the subject knowledge 
and skills acquired in Key Stage 3. 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
Study of the qualification as part of Key Stage 4 learning will help students to make more informed 
choices for further learning either generally or in this sector.  The choices that students can make 
post-16 will depend on their overall level of attainment and their performance in the qualification. 
Students who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to: 

 A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects 

 Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT, which prepares 
students to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by 
studying a degree in the digital sector 

 
Students who generally achieve at Level 1 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to: 

 Study at Level 2 post-16 in a range of technical routes designed to lead to work, 
progression to employment, apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3.  For these 
students, the attitudes and the reflective and communication skills covered in the 
qualification will help them achieve 

 Study of a Technical Certificate in IT Support or Digital Technology post-16.  Students who 
perform well in this qualification compared to their overall performance should strongly 
consider this progression route which can lead to employment in the digital sector 
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Do I need to know anything else? 
 

 
 
Component 1 
Students will develop their understanding of what makes an effective user interface and how to 
effectively manage a project.  They will use this understanding to plan, design and create a user 
interface. 
 
Component 2 
Students will understand the characteristics of data and information and how they help 
organisations in decision making.  They will use data manipulation methods to create a dashboard 
to present and draw conclusions from information. 
 

Component 3 
Students will explore how organisations use digital systems and the wider implications associated 
with their use. 
 
Grading 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology is graded at 
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass.  
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study: 

 GCE in Media: Communication and Production 

 Level 3 BTEC in Creative Media Production 

 Level 3 BTEC in IT 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Information and 
Technology  
 

 Media and 
Communication 
Skills 

 Digital Media 
Apprenticeship 

 Graphic Designer 
 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 IT Consultant 

 Web Developer 
 

 Admin Assistant 

 Communications 
Facilitator 

 Graphics Designer 

 Multimedia Creator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 
 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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SCIENCE 
 

You will take the exams for the Science GCSE at the end of KS4 at the end of Year 11. 
 

Studied in Years 9-11 and examined in Year 11: 
 

Subject:  COMBINED SCIENCE* or  
              TRIPLE SCIENCE** 

Exam Board:  AQA 

Exam:  100% 

Qualification:  2 x GCSE or 3 x GCSE Controlled Assessments:  N/A 
Head of Dept:  Mrs T Harris Tiered papers:  Higher (9-4) 

                            Foundation (5-1) 
 

* Students studying Combined Science will have to sit 6 exams at the end of Year 11 (2 for each of 
the separate Sciences).  Each exam will last 1 hour and 15 minutes. 
 
** Students studying Triple Science will have to sit 6 exams at the end of Year 11 (2 for each of the 
separate Sciences).  Each exam will last 1 hour and 45 minutes.  
 
What is the content of the Science GCSE – Year 9: 
You will study the theories and explanations of how science works.  Emphasis will be placed on 
improving investigative skills. 
 
In Year 9, the Modules are: 
Biology:   

 Cell structure and transport, Cell division, Organisation and the digestive system, 
organising animals and plants, Communicable diseases, Preventing and curing disease, 
Non-communicable diseases, Photosynthesis 

Chemistry:   
 Atomic structure, The Periodic table, Structure and bonding, Chemical calculations, 

Chemical changes, Electrolysis, Energy changes, Rates and equilibrium 
Physics:   

 Energy and energy resources, Electric circuits, Electricity in the home, Molecules and 
matter 
 

What is the content of the Combined Science GCSE – Year 10: 
You will study the theories and explanations of how science works.  You will build on all the work 
done in the Science GCSE course.  Students studying Triple Science will have to study each of these 
topics in greater depth as well as having to learn additional topics, as highlighted below. 
 

In Year 10 the Modules are: 
Biology:   

 Respiration, The human nervous system, Hormonal coordination, Homeostasis in action 
(Triple only), Reproduction, Variation and evolution 

Chemistry:   
 Crude oil and fuels, Organic reactions (Triple only), Polymers (Triple only), Chemical 

analysis, The Earth’s atmosphere 
Physics:   

 Radioactivity, Forces in balance, Motion, Forces and motion, Pressure and surfaces (Triple 
only), Wave properties, Electromagnetic waves 
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What is the content of the Combined Science GCSE – Year 11: 
You will study the theories and explanations of how science works.  This will be practiced and 
utilized in the completion of the AQA required science practicals.  You will build on all the work 
done in Years 9 and 10 of the Science GCSE course.  Year 11 is a time for completing the final units 
of work and consolidating skills and content from the entire course.  
 

In Year 11 the Modules are: 
Biology:   

 Genetics and evolution, Adaptations and competition, Interdependence, Biodiversity and 
ecosystems 

Chemistry:   
 The Earth’s resources, Using our resources (Triple only) 

Physics:   
 Light (Triple only), Electromagnetism, Space (Triple only) 

 
What skills will be developed? 
In these courses you will develop skills that will enable you to: 

 Present or process a set of data in such a manner as to bring out any patterns that are 
present 

 State conclusions based on the patterns 
 Relate your conclusions to scientific theories or understanding 
 Carry out research into a scientific topic that is currently in the news 
 Make informed decisions about the topic you research 
 Plan investigations 
 Analyse and evaluate data and methods 

 
What could I do next with this subject? 
You could study one or more sciences at A Level or complete the BTEC Level 3 qualification.  
Science also supports a wider breadth of A Levels beyond science such as Geography, Psychology 
and Sports Science. 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
You could study one or more sciences at A Level.  
           
Do I need to know anything else? 
The science in these GCSEs will build on the knowledge and  
understanding that you have achieved at KS3.  
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Biology, Chemistry or Physics. For those that are interested in the vocational aspects of science 
you can opt for the L3 BTEC in Applied Science 
 
 
 
 HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university  
 
Course examples: 

 Medicine 

 Mechanical 
Engineering 

 Psychology 

 Architecture 

 Optometry 

 Aeronautical 
Engineering 

 Pharmacy 

 Law 

 Nutrition 
 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Recruitment 
Consultant 

 Chemical Engineer 

 Nutritionist 

 Physicist 

 Analyst 

 Architect 

 Management 
Consultant 

 Electronic Engineer 

 Pathologist 

 Biologist 

 Doctor 

 Mechanical 
Engineer 

 Radiographer 

 Chemist 

 Research Assistant 

 Optometrist 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After GCSE 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Year 9  
Motiv8 Choices - a one year course 

 

The Motiv8 programme is a series of one hour, fortnightly, sessions to enable our students to 
develop their skills outside of the classroom.  Students will be using a range of skills including 
resourcefulness, reflectiveness, reciprocity, and resilience.  As a school we believe that by 
investing in these skills our students will be equipped with a variety of attributes to help them 
achieve their goals in life.  Students choose one option from the Motiv8 list, and this will be their 
option choice for Year 9.   
 

Below are the option choices that our current Year 9 students are taking part in.  Please note 
that these are subject to change; you will be provided with details about Motiv8 options later 

in the year. 
 

Option Choices: 

Current Affairs and Debate 
Learn to express your opinions and speak confidently in front of a group, as you debate hot 
topics in the news today.  

Chef School   
Do you want to be the next Jamie Oliver?  Brush up your culinary skills and learn how to work in 
a professional kitchen. 

Film Editing/Advertising 
Create short films and film trailers; learn how to edit and how to create an advertising campaign. 

First Aid 
Do you want to be able to keep calm and know how to deal with an emergency or first aid 
situation? You will gain knowledge and experience to treat injuries or deal with medical needs. 

Drama/Acting Skills 
You will have the chance to develop a range of performance skills and disciplines.  These will 
lead to 3 performance opportunities; including performance evenings, presentations and acting 
for film. 

Dance   
If you are passionate about dance, this session will allow you to express your dance ability 
through a variety of projects.  You will learn how to successfully choreograph and lead your own 
dance sessions.   

Sports Coaching  
Learn how to successfully lead teams and become a coach. 

Community Languages   
Do you speak Turkish or Greek?  Would you like to improve your language skills so you can take 
the GCSE exam?  You will have the opportunity to practise the language and have some lessons 
in the key GCSE skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking.  



16 
 

 

Optional Subjects 

 
BTEC First Awards 
and Technical 
Awards 
(worth 1 GCSE) 

Business 
Child Development 
Health & Social Care 
Media 
Performing Arts  
PA – Dance 
Sport 

 
 
 

GCSEs  Art  
Business Studies  
Computer Science 
Design & Technology 
D&T: Textiles 
Drama 
Economics 
Film Studies  
Food Preparation & Nutrition 
French 
Geography 
History 
Italian 
Media Studies   
Music 
PE   
Philosophy & Ethics (RS) 
Photography 
Psychology 
Spanish 
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Subject:  ART Exam Board:  AQA 
Qualification:  GCSE Art & Design Exam:  40% 
Head of Dept:  Miss T Brown  Coursework:  60% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
GCSE Art & Design is made up of 2 units: 
Unit 1 is aimed at giving students the opportunity to produce a portfolio of work.  Work will be 
split into one major project and other satellite projects that develop skills, to be decided by your 
teacher.  The whole unit is worth 60% of the total mark.  Coursework begins immediately. 
 
Unit 2 is the externally set task (Exam) and is worth 40% of the total mark. 
Students will choose a theme from a list supplied by the exam board and spend time working 
independently towards producing evidence of development that covers all of the Assessment 
Objectives.  At the end of this preparation period there is a 10 hour timed test split into two 5 
hour sessions over 2 days during which students will work on a final outcome in exam conditions. 
 
A significant aspect of the course is the requirement for students to develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills through practical, theoretical and critical investigations into artists, 
designers and craftspeople.  These critical studies form the basis of all of the work you will 
produce.  
 
Please note that written annotation is a compulsory part of the course.  Failure to submit 
written work will result in no entry. 
 
What skills will be developed? 
Students will be introduced to a range of two and three dimensional media, techniques and 
processes including drawing, printmaking, painting, mixed media and sculpture.  Students will 
develop the ability to successfully review and refine their work as it progresses.  Students will 
develop analysis and evaluation skills through their critical investigations into artists. 
 
Who would this subject suit?  
If you are serious about opting for GCSE Art & Design you will need to be: 

 Focused 

 Resilient 

 Creative 

 Imaginative 

 Motivated 

 Organised 

 Dedicated 

 Enthusiastic 

 Able to meet deadlines 

 Able to work independently  
 
Do I need to know anything else?                 

 The homework requirement is 2-3 hours per week 

 All students must have their own basic art equipment/materials to use outside of lesson 
time 

 All Art students are welcome to come to work any night staff are available 
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 We encourage students to visit galleries, museums and exhibitions in their own time so 
that they can be inspired and develop further links with the work of artists, designers and 
craftspeople 

 Further information can be found on the AQA website at www.aqa.org.uk  

 Examples of GCSE work can be found on the school website in the Art Department section 

 If you require any further information please e-mail tbr@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
Achieving a Grade 5 or above at GCSE will enable you to opt for AS Art & Design.  Beyond that you 
can progress to A Level.  Successful A Level students can consider pursuing their studies further by 
applying to be accepted on to a Foundation course in Art & Design where they will develop skills 
and experience to a much higher standard.  A Foundation course is essential for all students who 
want a career in the creative arts because it enables them to better choose which degree to study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
mailto:tbr@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Subject:  PHOTOGRAPHY  Exam Board:  AQA 
Qualification:  GCSE  Exam:  40% 
Head of Dept:  Miss T Brown  Controlled Assessments:  60% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
Students will be introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a range of photographic media, 
techniques and processes.  They will be made aware of both traditional and new technologies. 
 
Students will explore relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to Photography and a wider 
range of art and design, from the past and from recent times, including European and non- 
European examples.  This is integral to the investigating and making process.  Their responses to 
these examples must be shown through practical and critical activities which demonstrate the 
candidates’ understanding of different styles, genres and traditions. 
 
Students should be aware of the four assessment objectives to be demonstrated in the context of 
the content and skills presented and of the importance of process as well as product.  Students 
should use sketchbooks/workbooks/journals to underpin their work where appropriate.  There is a 
new specific requirement for candidates to demonstrate drawing skills in this endorsement.  
Students may use traditional methods and/or digital techniques to produce images. 
 
Please note that written annotation is a compulsory part of the course.  Failure to submit 
written work will result in no entry. 
 
What skills will be developed? 
Students are required to work in more than one area of Photography.  They may explore 
overlapping areas and combinations of areas.  These include: 

 Portraiture 

 Landscape photography (working from the urban, rural and/or coastal environment) 

 Still-life photography, working from objects, food and the natural world 

 Documentary photography, photo journalism 

 Experimental imagery – computer and non-computer edited 

 Photographic installation, video, television and film 
 
Students will be required to demonstrate skills in all of the following: 

 The ability to explore elements of visual language, line, form, colour, pattern and texture in 
the context of Photography 

 The ability to respond to an issue, theme, concept or idea or work to a brief or answer a 
need in Photography 

 Appreciation of viewpoint, composition, depth of field and movement; time-based, 
through such techniques as sequence or ‘frozen moment’ 

 The appropriate use of the camera, film, lenses, filters and lighting for work in their chosen 
area of Photography 

 Understanding of techniques related to the developing and printing of photographic 
images, where appropriate, presentation and layout 

 The ability to explore symbolic and cultural meanings, artist intentions and moral 
dimensions 
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Who would this subject suit?  
If you are serious about opting for GCSE Photography you will need to be: 

 Focused 

 Resilient 

 Creative 

 Imaginative 

 Motivated 

 Organised 

 Dedicated 

 Enthusiastic 

 Able to meet deadlines 

 Able to work independently   
 
Do I need to know anything else? 

 Students are expected to use basic drawing skills during the course – this has been 
introduced as a compulsory requirement in the new specification 

 Written work is a compulsory part of the course – students won’t be taking photographs 
every lesson 

 Homework is set regularly 

 The homework requirement is 1-2 hours per week (including taking photographs outside of 
school) 

 All Photography students are encouraged to come to Photography once a week after 
school 

 We encourage students to visit galleries, museums and exhibitions in their own time so 
that they can be inspired and develop further links with the work of artists and 
photographers 

 Further information can be found on the AQA website at www.aqa.org.uk  

 Examples of GCSE work can be found on the school website in the Photography section 

 If you require any further information please e-mail tbr@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
Students must also show knowledge and understanding of: 

 How ideas, feelings and meanings can be conveyed and interpreted in images and artefacts 
created in the chosen area(s) of Photography 

 Historical and contemporary developments and different styles and genres 

 How images and artefacts relate to social, environmental, cultural and/or ethical contexts, 
and to the time and place in which they were created 

 The working vocabulary and specialist terminology which is relevant to their chosen area(s) 
of Photography 

 
What could I do next with this subject? 
Achieving at least a Grade 5 GCSE in Art, Media Studies, Photography or a Technology subject will 
enable you to opt for an A Level in Photography.  This is useful for careers related to Graphic 
Design, the Media, Film and Video making.  An A Level in Photography could help lead to a 
Foundation course in Art & Design and vocational degree courses in Photography and digital and 
lens media. 
 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
mailto:tbr@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 

If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level Art. 
Alternatively, if you gain a Grade 5 or above you can enter onto a 2 year Level 3 course at college, 
studying Art & Design.  This is the equivalent to A Levels and will allow you to access post-A Level 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Marketing and 
Advertising 

 Automotive Design 

 Design for 
Publishing 

 Art Curation 

 Television 
Production 

 Fashion Designer 

 History of Art 

 Graphic Design 

 Product Design 

 Interior Design 

 Architecture 

 Games Art & Design 

 Furniture Design 

 Animation 
 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Graphic Design 

 Trainee Technical 
Illustrator 

 Junior Graphic 
Designer 

 Desktop Publishing 
Assistant 

 Sign Maker 

 Junior Product 
Designer 

 Design 
Assistant/Trainee 

 Junior Art Worker 

 Assistant Copywriter 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 

 Architect 

 Graphic Designer 

 Interior Designer 

 Product Designer 

 Animator 

 Engineering 

 Fashion Designer 

 Marketing 
Consultant 

 Buying Assistant 

 Textile Designer 

 Set Designer 

 Prop 
designer/maker 

 Costume Designer 

 Sculptor 

 TV Production 
Assistant 

 Special/Visual 
Effects Designer 

 Makeup Artist 

 Gaming 
Artist/Designer 

 Window Designer 

 Illustrator 

 Photographer 

 Ceramist 

 Museum Curator 

 Web Designer 

 Artist 

 Art Teacher 
 

 
 
See our department resources for further career advice. 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  BUSINESS STUDIES  Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  100% 
Head of Dept:  Mrs A Camacho  

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The course is made up of two themes which are examined:  
Theme 1:  Investigating Small Businesses  
This concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting and running a 
small business.  It provides a framework for students to explore core concepts through the lens of 
an entrepreneur setting up a business.  
 
Theme 2:  Building a Business  
This examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the key business 
concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with an emphasis on aspects of marketing, 
operations, finance and human resources. It also considers the impact of the wider world on the 
decisions a business makes as it grows. 
 
What will I learn? 
Theme 1: 
Topic 1.1   Enterprise and entrepreneurship  
Topic 1.2   Spotting a business opportunity  
Topic 1.3   Putting a business idea into practice  
Topic 1.4   Making the business effective 
Topic 1.5   Understanding external influences on business  
 

Theme 2: 
Topic 2.1   Growing the business 
Topic 2.2   Making marketing decisions 
Topic 2.3   Making operational decisions 
Topic 2.4   Making financial decisions 
Topic 2.5   Making human resource decisions 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Theme 1:  Investigating Small Business 
Compulsory paper, 50% of the total GCSE 
External assessment:  1 hour 30 minutes 
Multiple choice, short and extended answer – 90 marks 
Questions will relate to the content that appears in Theme 1 and students may draw on 
underpinning knowledge and understanding developed through Theme 2 as appropriate. 
 
Theme 2:  Building a Business 
Compulsory paper, 50% of the total GCSE 
External assessment:  1 hour 30 minutes 
Multiple choice, short and extended answer – 90 marks 
Questions will relate to the content that appears in Theme 2 and students may draw on 
underpinning knowledge and understanding developed through Theme 1 as appropriate. 
 
Quantitative skills will be assessed in each paper and will comprise 10% of the total marks for the 
qualification. 
 
 



23 
 

 

What skills will be developed? 

 Critical thinking skills - the ability to understand what theories to apply in a particular case 

 Interpersonal skills - communication and group work 

 Finance skills - you will learn to produce basic accounts for a business 

 Presentation skills - you will learn how to present and market a product and how to 
present a business plan to an investor such as a bank 

 Report writing skills - you will learn how to produce a business report 
  

Who would this subject suit?                        

 Anyone with an interest in how businesses work 

 Anyone who thinks they would make a good candidate for Dragons’ Den or The 
Apprentice!           

 Anyone who is comfortable with exams rather than coursework (those who prefer 
coursework but who still wish to study a business course should consider BTEC Level 2 in 
Business) 

 

What could I do next with this subject? 

 Study Accounting, Economics, Business Studies or BTEC Level 3 in Business at A Level.  
Goffs Sixth Form offers all of the above 

 It will also help prepare you for a career in a range of business areas.  The knowledge 
gained will also equip students with general business and customer skills that can be 
applied to almost any job.  This course would also support your application for a business 
apprenticeship at 16+ 
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Subject:  BTEC BUSINESS  Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Qualification:  BTEC First Award Coursework:  75% 
Head of Dept:  Mrs A Camacho External Assessments:  25% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The TECH Award in Business gives students the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge 
and skills in a practical learning environment. The main focus is on the knowledge; understanding 
and skills required to research, plan, pitch and review an enterprise idea that includes: 

 Development of key skills that prove aptitude in planning an enterprise activity, including 
market research, planning, carrying out financial transactions, communication and problem 
solving 

 Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, such as the features and characteristics of 
enterprises and entrepreneurs, and the internal and external factors that can affect the 
performance of an enterprise 

 Attitudes and ways of working that are considered most important for enterprise, including 
monitoring and reflecting on performance of an enterprise idea and own use of skills. 

 
This Award complements the learning in other GCSE programmes such as GCSE Business. It 
requires students to apply their knowledge in practical ways, through activities that will enable 
them to develop their ideas, for example researching an idea for a small enterprise. 
 
Compulsory Units: 
Component 1:  Exploring Enterprise (Internal assessment Coursework) 
Component 2:  Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise (Internal assessment Coursework) 
Component 3:  Promotion and Finance for Enterprise (External Synoptic assessment).  This is an 
External assessment set and marked by Pearson, completed under supervised conditions. The 
assessment will last 2 hours and is worth 60 marks and  40% of the student’s overall qualification.  
 
What skills will be developed? 
The BTEC TECH Award in Business is intended to provide you with an introduction to the business 
world, enabling you to investigate a range of study areas.  You will be able to develop your skills in 
the areas of: 

 Communication 

 Application of number 

 ICT 

 Problem solving 

 Working with others 

 Improving independent learning 
 
It could also provide a route to employment into the many diverse areas of business, including 
roles in specialist areas such as marketing, finance, customer service or human resources in large 
businesses, or a more generic role in a small, local business. 
 
Who would this subject suit?    
This course will suit someone who has an interest in the world of business, and how business 
works, and is keen to master the latest information technology, is hardworking, and capable of 
coming up with solutions to problems.  It will also suit someone who has thought about a future 
career in jobs such as human resources, customer services or actually setting up their own  
business. 
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If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Business Studies 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                             
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Business and 
Management 

 Accountancy 

 Advertising & 
Marketing 

 World Politics 
 

 Finance 

 Economics 

 Law 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Marketing Assistant 

 Advertising 
Assistant 
 

 Bank Clerk 

 Personnel Officer 

 Retail Buying 

 Assistant 
Administrator 

 Sales 
Representative 

 
 

 
 

 
                                                              
 
 

 Chartered 
Accountant 

 Sales Executive 

 Retail Manager 

 Management 
Trainee 

 Insurance 
Underwriter 

 Systems Analyst 

 Business Studies 
Teacher 

 Marketing Executive 

 Management 
Consultant 

 Human Resources 
Trainee 

 Trader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 

HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 

FURTHER EDUCATION 

CAREERS 



26 
 

 

Subject:  ECONOMICS Exam Board:  AQA 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  100% 
Head of Dept:  Mrs A Camacho  

 
What is Economics? 
It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied Economics prior to taking this course.  You don’t have to 
have already studied Economics before to be an expert!  All of us have a basic understanding of 
many concepts that, when put together, make up economics.  Thus, you will know that prices go 
up if there is a shortage of something that people really want and if the reverse were likely to 
happen, prices would be likely to fall.  This is just an example; what makes economics special is 
that it uses technical vocabulary to explain it. 
 
Economics is classed as a social science; this means that it has much in common with subjects like 
sociology and psychology.  You can’t study people in strict laboratory conditions, although theories 
and concepts should be based on careful collection of evidence.  This means numerical data is very 
important, as is the development of logical and ordered arguments.  
 
Why is Economics useful? 

 To understand the things in the newspaper you read 

 To help you understand many problems the world faces and how they can be solved 

 It can help you see what the politicians are trying to convince you of and how truthful they 
are being 

 It is a highly respected subject to universities and will support many careers 

 Finally, it will help you win arguments! 
 
What is the content of the Course?                             
Theme 1:  How Markets Work 

 Economic foundations 

 Resource allocation 

 How prices are determined 

 Production, costs, revenue and profit 

 Competitive and concentrated markets 

 Market failure 
  
Theme 2:  How The Economy Works 

 Introduction to the national economy  

 Government objectives 

 How the government manages the economy  

 International trade and the global economy 

 The role of money and financial markets 
 
What skills will be developed? 

 Critical thinking skills – the ability to understand which theories to apply in a particular case 

 Interpersonal skills – communication and group work 

 Data analysis skills – analysing current economic data such as inflation, GDP and 
unemployment 

 Report writing and presentation skills – you will learn how to produce and present an 
economic report 
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How will I be assessed? 
Paper 1:  How Markets Work 
What’s assessed: 
Content 1-6 
Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course of study 
to show a deeper understanding of these topics. 
 
How it’s assessed: 
Written exam:  1 hour 45 minutes, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE 
 
Questions: 
Section A:  10 multiple choice questions followed by a range of calculation, short and extended 
response questions. 
Section B:  5 questions involving a mix of calculations, short and extended responses. 
 
Paper 2:  How the Economy Works 
What’s assessed: 
Content 7-11 
Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course of study 
to show a deeper understanding of these topics. 
 
How it’s assessed: 
Written exam:  1 hour 45 minutes, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE 
 
Questions: 
Section A:  10 multiple choice questions followed by a range of calculations, short and extended 
response questions.   
Section B:  5 questions involving a mix of calculations, short and extended responses. 
  
Who would this subject suit?                        

 Anyone with an interest in how markets and the economy work 

 Anyone who is interested in current economic issue such as the state of the economy, 
recessions and recoveries and the cost of living           

 Anyone who is comfortable with exams rather than coursework  

 Anyone with higher levels of ability in English and Maths, as the subject involves 
challenging levels of literacy and numeracy 

 
What could I do next with this subject? 

 Study the A Level Economics course  

 Good grounding for university as it is an academic qualification recognised by all 
universities 

 Recognised by employers 

 Lead into jobs in the business sector, public sector, investment banking and many other 
high paid jobs 
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry in Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Economics 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Economics 

 Law 

 Banking & Finance 

 Mathematics 

 Medicine 

 Statistics 

 Business 
Management 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Finance Assistant 

 Administration 
Supervisor 

 Customer Services 
Advisor 

 Settlements 
Administrator 

 Foreign Currency 
Advisor 

 Claims Handler 

 Financial Advice 
Assistant 

 Credit & Risk 
Assistant 

 Cashier 

 Underwriter 

 Broker 

 Accounting 
Technician 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Accountant 

 Financial Advisor 

 Teacher 

 Civil Service 

 Statistician 

 Computer Engineer 

 Economist 

 Investment Banker 

 Financial Risk 
Analyst 

 Investment Analyst 

 Actuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  BTEC CHILD DEVELOPMENT Exam Board:  Pearson 

Qualification:  BTEC Tech Award Coursework:  60% 

Head of Dept:  Miss K Dawson External Assessment:  40% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
To achieve this qualification you must successfully complete 3 compulsory units.  Of these units 2 
are coursework based and 1 is an externally assessed examined unit.  
 
Compulsory Units: 
Unit 1:   Children’s Growth and Development 
Unit 2:   Learning through Play 
Unit 3:   Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop 
 
Unit 3 is the examined unit 
 
What skills will be developed? 
The Award gives students the opportunity to develop applied knowledge and understanding of 
child development and growth up to the age of five, how children learn through play and how 
meeting the needs of individual children will support their development, play and learning. 
 

Who would this subject suit?     
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Child Development is for students who want to 
acquire technical knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts by planning, 
developing and adapting play opportunities suitable for young children across five areas of 
development as part of their Key Stage 4 learning.  The qualification recognises the value of 
learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs.  The qualification will 
broaden the students experience and understanding of the varied progression options available to 
them. 
 

What could I do next with this?                  
Students who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to:  

 A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects  

 Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC Level 3 National in Children’s 
Care, Learning and Development or a vocational qualification in a related sector such as a 
BTEC Level 3 National in Health and Social Care.  These qualifications prepare students to 
enter employment or apprenticeships, or for a move to higher education to study a degree 
in the early childhood or childhood and youth areas or in related sectors such as nursing 
and social care. 

 

Do I need to know anything else? 
Homework is set regularly.  You could be asked to do a variety of tasks such as written 
assignments, research preparation or a presentation etc.  Homework is seen as not only an 
important opportunity to reinforce what has been learnt in class, but also to assess your 
understanding. 
 
For more information regarding the content of the course please ask Miss Garner or visit: 
 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/child-
development/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/SPEC-TA-Child-Development.pdf 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/child-development/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/SPEC-TA-Child-Development.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/child-development/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/SPEC-TA-Child-Development.pdf
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Subject:  BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE Exam Board:  Pearson 
Qualification:  BTEC Tech Award Coursework:  60% 
Head of Dept:  Miss K Dawson External Assessments:  40% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
To achieve this qualification you must successfully complete 3 compulsory units.  Of these units 2 
are coursework based and 1 is an externally assessed examined unit.  
 
Compulsory Units: 
Unit 1:  Human Lifespan Development 
Unit 2:  Health and Social Care Services and Values 
Unit 3:  Health and Wellbeing 
 
The three components focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and practices.  These are all 
essential to developing a basis for progression and, therefore, students need to achieve all 
components in order to achieve the qualification. 
 
What skills will be developed? 
The Award gives students the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a 
practical learning environment.  The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover 
the:  

 Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in health and social care such as 
interpreting data to assess an individual’s health  

 Process that underpins effective ways of working in health and social care, such as 
designing a plan to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing  

 Attitudes that are considered most important in health and social care, including the care 
values that are vitally important in the sector, and the opportunity to practise applying 
them  

 Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as 
human growth and development, health and social care services, and factors affecting 
people’s health and wellbeing 
 

This Award complements the learning in GCSE programmes such as GCSE English.  It will 
complement the more theoretical aspects covered by GCSE Biology or GCSE Psychology by 
allowing you to apply your knowledge and skills practically in a vocational context. 
 
Who would this subject suit?   
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care is for students who want 
to acquire technical knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts as part of their Key 
Stage 4 learning.  The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, knowledge and 
vocational attributes to complement GCSEs.  The qualification will broaden the students 
experience and understanding of the varied progression options available to them. 
 
What could I do next with this?                  
Students who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to:  

 A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects  

 Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Health and Social 
Care, which prepares students to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to 
higher education by studying a degree in aspects of health or social care 
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Do I need to know anything else? 
Homework is set regularly.  You could be asked to do a variety of tasks such as written 
assignments, research preparation, or a presentation etc.   Homework is seen as not only an 
important opportunity to reinforce what has been learnt in class, but also to assess your 
understanding. 
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Subject:  MEDIA STUDIES Exam Board:  Eduqas (WJEC) 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  70% 
Head of Dept:  Mr M Compton Coursework:  30% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
In Media Studies there is one non exam unit.  This is worth 30% of the GCSE.  The brief for this unit 
will be released to the school in June but it will give students a choice of different briefs.  For 
example, a front cover and double page spread from a sports magazine or to film and edit a rock 
music video or a sequence from a TV chat show. 
 
You will also need to show you have the technical ability to produce these pieces of coursework.  
This could include using digital cameras, editing photos or other images on a computer using 
software such as Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Premiere.  You will be taught how to use this 
software. 
 
You will also sit two exams: 
Component 1:  Exploring the Media  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes, 40% of qualification 
Section A:  Exploring Media Language and Representation 
This section assesses media language and representation in relation to two of the following print 
media forms: magazines, marketing (film posters), newspapers, or print advertisements. 
Section B:  Exploring Media Industries and Audiences 
This section assesses two of the following media forms: film, newspapers, radio, video games. 
 
Component 2:  Understanding Media Forms and Products  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes, 30% of qualification 
This component assesses all areas of the theoretical framework and contexts of the media in 
relation to television and music.  You will be assessed on media language, representation, media 
audiences and media industries. 
Section A:  Television – ‘Luther’ and ‘Friends’ 
Section B:  Music Videos and Online Media – Taylor Swift ‘Bad Blood’ and Bruno Mars ‘Uptown 
Funk’ and Michael Jackson ‘Black or White’ 
 
What skills will be developed? 

 Most importantly you will develop an interest in the enormously diverse world of media 
communication 

 You will develop a critical and investigative approach to major media forms and the links 
between them 

 You will learn how to recognise the distinctive ways in which different media technologies 
shape media productions 

 You will learn how to recognise the ways and means in which media organisations and 
institutions represent people, ideas and events to different kinds of audiences 

           
Who would this subject suit?    

 Students who are interested in all forms of media, from TV and radio to websites  

 and magazines 

 Students interested in, or who have experience of, creating their own pieces of media, 
from posters to edited photos and films  

 Students who enjoy film and television and are interested in how they are created for 
specific audiences 
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 Students who are good at English as several written pieces need to be completed 
 

What could I do next with this subject? 

 Media Studies is a popular subject at A Level.  If candidates hope to continue their studies 
into the Sixth Form, GCSE Media would be an excellent way to start 

 Media Studies is a useful GCSE to have if you want to work in media.  This could include 
jobs such as TV, Film, Journalism or Marketing/PR 

 The practical skills you learn could be used in a variety of ways, not only in different 
subjects but also in a working environment 

              
Do I need to know anything else? 

 You could also choose to do BTEC Media 

 Media isn’t just about watching films.  You will be expected to read and write almost as 
much as you would in your English lessons! 
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Subject:  FILM STUDIES Exam Board:  Eduqas (WJEC) 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  70% 
Head of Dept:  Mr M Compton Coursework:  30% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
In Film Studies you will be expected to produce one piece of non-exam assessment (coursework) 
which will form 30% of your overall grade.  The piece will cover analysis of the film industry and 
one film of your choice and a set of practical production tasks: 
 

 one production consisting of one genre based film extract, either to film and edit it, or 
write the screenplay 

 one evaluative analysis on your production 
 

You will also sit one exam with two sets of questions: 
Paper 1:  Key developments in US film (1 hour 30 minutes, 35% of qualification) 
Section A:  US Comparative Film Study 

 One question on a film made between 1930 and 1960 (Rebel Without A Cause) 

 One questions on a film made between 1961 and 1990 (Ferris Bueller’s Day Off) 

 One question comparing the chosen films 
 
Section B:  Key Developments in Film and Film Technology 

 One question on developments in film and film technology 
 

Section C:  US Independent Film 

 One question on one US independent film (Juno) 
 
Paper 2:  Global Film (1 hour 30 minutes, 35% of qualification)  

 Section A:  Global English language film (Slumdog Millionaire) 

 Section B:  Global non-English language film (Tsotsi) 

 Section C:  Contemporary UK film (Skyfall) 
 
What skills will be developed? 

 Most importantly you will develop an interest in the reading, appreciation and production 
of film 

 You will develop a critical and investigative approach to the industry that creates them 

 You will learn how to recognise the distinctive ways in which narrative, genre and audience 
shape productions 

 You will learn how to recognise the ways and means in which film organisations and 
institutions represent people, ideas and events to different kinds of audiences 

 
Who would this subject suit? 

 Students interested in, or have experience of, creating their own pieces of media, from 
posters to edited photos and films 

 Students who enjoy film and television and are interested in how they are created for 
specific audiences 

 Students who are good at English as several written pieces need to be completed  
 

What could I do next with this subject? 

 Media Studies is a popular subject at A Level if candidates hope to continue their studies 
into the Sixth Form 
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 Film Studies is a useful complement to the study of English at all levels 

 Film Studies is a useful GCSE to have if you want to work in media.  This could include jobs 
such as TV, Film, Journalism or Marketing/PR 

 The practical skills you learn could be used in a variety of ways, not only in different 
subjects but also in a working environment 
  

Do I need to know anything else? 
Film Studies isn’t just about watching films.  You will be expected to read and write almost as 
much as you would in your English lessons! Think of it like English Literature but with films! 
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Subject:  BTEC MEDIA Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Qualification:  BTEC First Award Coursework:  75% 
Head of Dept:  Mr M Compton External Assessment:  25% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The core units provide students with the opportunity to: 

 Develop the fundamental research skills which underlie all media production 

 Gain a basic understanding of employment opportunities, job requirements, and working 
practices in the media industry  

 Develop an understanding of how media products are constructed for specific audiences or 
markets 

 

The optional technical and production units enable students to start building the technical skills 
and knowledge relevant to a sector (or sectors) of the media industry. 
 
You will study three units during the course: 

 An externally assessed unit on Media Sectors and Audiences 

 Two specialist units to include digital video production and digital publication  
advertising or print production 

 One core unit on planning and pitching a media product that forms part of  
the specialist unit work 

 
What skills will be developed?   

 Most importantly you will develop an interest in the enormously diverse world of digital 
media communication 

 You will develop a critical and investigative approach to major media forms and the links 
between them 

 You will learn how to recognise the distinctive ways in which different digital media 
technologies shape media productions 

 You will learn how to recognise the ways and means in which media organisations and 
institutions represent people, ideas and events to different kinds of audiences  

 
Who would this subject suit?   

 Students who complete a Certificate/Diploma in Media will obtain a qualification which will 
enable progression to further study, training, or employment, and enable them to make 
informed choices with regard to a career in the media industry  

 Providing opportunities for students to gain a nationally recognised vocationally specific 
qualification to enter employment in the media sector  

 Education and training for those who work or are intending to work in the Media industry  

 BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and education institutions  

 Provides a good progression route to more advanced qualifications, e.g BTEC Nationals 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 

 Media Studies is possibly the most popular subject at A Level.  If candidates hope to 
continue their studies into the Sixth Form, BTEC Media would be a good way to start 

 Media Studies is a useful BTEC to have if you want to work in Media.  This could include 
jobs such as TV, Film, Journalism or Marketing/PR 

 The practical skills you learn could be used in a variety of ways, not only in different 
subjects but also in a working environment 
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                                                   FURTHER EDUCATION 

  

If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Media/Film Studies 
 

 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 English 

 Media Studies 

 Public Relations 

 Film and Production 

 Marketing 

 
 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Runner for 
broadcasting/film/ 
video 

 Administrator 

 Marketing/PR 

 Administrative 
Assistant 

 Media Secretary 

 Trainee Market 
Research Assistant 

 Photographer

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 

 

 Multi Media 
Specialist 

 Web Developer 

 Multi Media Creator 

 Programme 
Researcher 

 Media Planner 

 Television/Film 
Producer 

 Advertising Account 
Executive 

 Magazine Journalist 

 Writer 

 Broadcast Journalist 

 Market Research 
Runner 

 Location Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  DRAMA Exam Board:  OCR 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  40% 
Head of Dept:  Miss C Holland Coursework:  60% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
60% of the course is based on PRACTICAL performances and a PORTFOLIO that explores your 
research and decisions as part of the practical process.  You will create a piece of devised drama 
based on a given stimulus.  A portfolio outlining your decisions will accompany your devised piece.  
You will study a scripted play and choose two extracts from it to perform.  These pieces are 
marked by your teacher and moderated by a visiting examiner. 
 
40% of the course is a final written exam.  You will be required to write TWO answers.  The first is 
on a script that has been studied in lessons.  The second is an evaluation of a live theatre 
performance you have seen.  
 
What skills will be developed? 
You will be required to develop a whole range of dramatic performance skills: voice work including 
tone/pitch/pace; movement skills including movement and spatial awareness; group work is a key 
element of the practical work. 
 
You will also be required to watch theatrical performances and develop the language of critical 
appreciation.      
           

Who would this subject suit?         
We will not turn you into the next soap star or movie star but we will develop a lot of valuable 
personal skills through the medium of performance.  This will increase your confidence and will be 
beneficial in all walks of life. 
 
What could I do next with this?  
GCSE Drama will prepare you for A Level Theatre Studies. 
         
Do I need to know anything else? 
You will need to remember that you are always marked as an individual within a group.  You will 
be required to attend at least 2 theatre productions over the two years of the course.  You will 
examine situations and problems and develop a response to them that is creative and imaginative.   
You will learn a great deal about the world around you, but most importantly you will learn a lot 
about yourself! 
 

 
 

          



39 
 

 

Subject:  BTEC PERFORMING ARTS Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Qualification:  BTEC First Award in Performing 
Arts 

Coursework:  75% 

External Assessment:  25% 

Head of Dept:  Miss C Holland  

 
What is the content of the Course? 
BTEC Performing Arts is suitable for those wishing to gain practical experience of working within 
the Performing Arts industry.  
 
The units will equip the student with everything from writing a letter of application to developing 
your audition skills.  
 
The Performing Arts BTEC is delivered over 120 guided learning hours and promotes independent 
learning from students.  Work will need to be researched and completed during independent 
study and group work is an essential part of the course.  
 
Students will be treated as if they are a part of a production company and will have deadlines to 
meet and presentations to pitch to the rest of the team.  They will need to complete two 
mandatory set exam units: “Individual Showcase” and “Preparation, Performance and Production” 
and one further optional specialist unit; “Acting Skills”. 
 
What skills will be developed?  

 Working independently 

 Group work 

 Performance 

 Voice 

 Presentation           

 

Who would this subject suit?  
Anyone who enjoys a very ‘hands on’ approach to drama.  
 

Do I need to know anything else?     
You must be FULLY committed to the BTEC course.  It will involve additional rehearsals outside of 
lesson times.  You will be part of a ‘production company’ and will have people relying on you so 
you cannot let them down.  
 

What could I do next with this subject? 
You could go on to teach, work in the Performing Arts industry as an actor or technician.  You 
could run a performing arts group.  
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Theatre Studies 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Acting 

 Stage Management 

 Technical Theatre 

 Drama 

 Film & TV 

 Musical Theatre 

 Theatre Studies 

 Directing 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Production 
Runner/Assistant 

 Technical Theatre 
Apprenticeship 

 Broadcast Assistant 

 Post Production 
Runner 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Actor 

 Playwright 

 Stage Manager 

 Director 

 Lighting/Sound 
Technician 

 Artistic Director 

 Teacher/Lecturer 

 Arts Management 

 Producer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  PE Exam Board:  OCR 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  60% 
Head of Dept:  Mr R Ashdown Coursework:  40% 

 
This option is suitable for students achieving Level/Grade 6 in Year 8.   

Students wanting to study A Level PE should choose GCSE PE as an option.   
Students should be talented in 3 sports. 

 
New Specification major changes 

 There is an increased emphasis on the theoretical content now worth 60% of the 
qualification, assessed through two formal written examinations 

 Non examined content is now ONLY worth 40% of the qualification.  This comprises the 
practical performance and performance analysis, both of which will be internally assessed 
and externally moderated 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The Theory of PE (60%) 
Students will sit: 

 Written examination: Physical Factors Affecting Performance:  1 hour,  
30% of the qualification 

 Written examination: Socio Cultural Issues and Sports Psychology: 1 hour,  
30% of the qualification 
 

Performance in PE (30%) 
The assessment consists of students completing 3 physical activities from a set list 

 One must be a team activity 

 One must be an individual activity 

 The final activity can be a free choice 

 (30% of the practical) 
 
Personal Exercise Programme (10%)  

 The assessment consists of students producing a Personal Exercise Programme (PEP), and 
will require students to analyse and evaluate their performance.  This will be in the form of 
coursework to the external moderator 
 

What skills will be developed? 

 You will develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge and understanding to improve 
performance 

 You will understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in 
physical activity and sport 

 You will perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and 
techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas 

 You will develop the ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical 
activity and sport 

 You will understand the contribution that physical activity and sport make to health and 
fitness 

 
 
 
 
 

The femur is 

the largest 

bone in the 

body 
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Who would this subject suit?   
Students who have a passion to study PE at A Level, as the new specification is now very 
demanding and requires a strong theoretical base and desire to achieve.  The new specification no 
longer takes the practical as the higher weighting, so the subject suits students that enjoy sport 
but also have the skill set to achieve at a theoretical level. 
 
Students must be a team/club member and play sport regularly outside school.  You will be 
practically assessed in 3 sports so do not take this subject if you are only strong in one sport.  Your 
teacher will be able to give you advice when deciding whether you are strong enough practically. 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
Ideal preparation for AS Level PE. 
 
 

Do I need to know anything else? 

It is highly recommended that students study GCSE PE in order to study PE at AS Level to ensure 
they have the relevant theoretical knowledge and understanding required for Sixth Form studies. 
 
Lessons are divided between practical and theory (i.e. if you have 4 lessons then 2 will be practical 
and 2 theory).  
 
The practical lessons in school will cover the following sports: trampolining, fitness, rounders, 
netball, rugby, athletics, football, basketball and badminton.   
 
If you wish to use a different sport as part of your assessment you must do it outside school with 
your PE teacher and Club Coach both assessing you.  Video evidence of you participating in your 
sport will be required. 
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Subject:  PE Exam Board:  Edexcel 
Qualification:  BTEC Tech Award in Sport Exam:  25% 
Head of Dept:  Mr R Ashdown Coursework:  75% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
CORE PE UNITS:  BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Sport 
Unit 1:    Health and Fitness for Sport and Exercise (online exam) 
Unit 2:   Practical Sports Performance (coursework marked internally) 
Unit 3:   Training for Personal Fitness (coursework marked internally) 
Unit 6:    Leading Sports Activities (coursework mark internally) 
 
Students will achieve a Pass, Merit or Distinction in all the units above to qualify for the BTEC Level 
2 First Award in Sport (1 x GCSE equivalent).  If students achieve Distinction in all units, they can 
gain a Distinction* overall.  
 
What skills will be developed?                     

 You will develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge and understanding to improve 
performance 

 You will develop knowledge and understanding of how the different body systems affect 
performance in physical activity and sport 

 You will enhance your ability to understand rules and regulations in a variety of practical 
sports   

 You will develop your fitness ability through a six week training program that is specifically 
designed for your individual needs 

 You will understand the contribution that physical activity and sport make to health and 
fitness 

 You will develop your leadership skills and understand the important attributes of an 
effective leader in a variety of sports 

 You will develop ICT sills to produce detailed coursework 
 
 

Who would this subject suit?   
This course is designed for students who have a passion for sport and leadership.  The course does 
not assess your ability of a sports performer therefore you do not have to play at a competitive 
level.  However, playing for a club outside of school will develop your ability to gain higher grades 
due to your understanding of physical activity. 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
This course is ideal preparation for BTEC Sport Level 3.  
 
Could lead to potential occupations in the following fields: 

 Health and Fitness Instructor 

 PE Teacher 

 Sports Science courses 

 Leisure Centre Assistant 

 Sports Coach 
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Do I need to know anything else? 
It is highly recommended that students study Level 2 BTEC Sport in order to study Level 3 BTEC 
Sport in Sixth Form.  This ensures they have the relevant theoretical knowledge and understanding 
required.  
 
Lessons vary between practical and theory.  Students will have 4 lessons a fortnight and these will 
be divided into 3 theory lessons and 1 practical lesson.  
 
All of the coursework is completed on a computer and all students are required to have access to a 
memory stick to save their assignments.  
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Subject: BTEC PERFORMING ARTS - DANCE Exam Board:  EDEXCEL 
Qualification:  BTEC Level 1/2 in Performing Arts Coursework: 60% 

External Assessment: 40% Head of Dept:  Miss C Ball 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
BTEC Performing Arts is suitable for those wishing to gain practical experience of working within 
the Performing Arts industry.  The units will equip the student with everything from writing a 
letter of application to developing your audition skills.  
 
The Performing Arts BTEC is delivered over 120 guided learning hours and promotes independent 
learning from students.  Work will need to be researched and completed during independent 
study, and group work is an essential part of the course.  
 
What skills will be developed? 

 Applying and adapting a wide range of skills and techniques effectively in performing and 
choreographing dance, including the ability to improve 

 Creating dances for a range of purposes and in response to different stimuli 

 Developing the ability to analyse, evaluate and appreciate dance 

 The understanding on how to lead an active and healthy lifestyle         
 

Who would this subject suit? 
Students that enjoy dance and want to learn how to improve performance skills.  Students must 
have participated in a dance club and have achieved a minimum of Level 6 in Dance at Key Stage 3. 
 

What could I do next with this subject? 
BTEC Dance allows for progression to audition for professional dance schools.  The course will 
teach students the skills they need to choreograph a variety of dance styles which could then 
transfer into dance teaching.  
 

Do I need to know anything else? 
You must be FULLY committed to the BTEC course.  It will involve additional rehearsals outside of 
lesson times.  You will be part of a ‘production company’ and will have people relying on you so 
you cannot let them down.  
 
Studying Dance will enable students to actively engage in the process of dance in order to develop 
as effective and independent s.  And, as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds, 
students will develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of a range of dance styles through 
the interrelated processes of performing, creating and appreciating dances. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Dance is the hidden language of the soul” 
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level PE 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Sport Science 

 Exercise Science 

 Technical Theatre 

 Sport Nutrition 

 Sports Therapy 

 Sports Development 

 Physiotherapy 

 
 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Leisure & Sports 
Assistant 

 Fitness Instructor 

 Youth & Community 
Worker 

 Sports Players, 
Coaches and 
Officials 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Sport Scientist 

 Teacher 

 Sports Development 
Officer 

 HE Teaching 
Professional 

 Physiotherapist 

 FE Teaching 
Professional 

 Sports Coach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  COMPUTER SCIENCE Exam Board:  OCR 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  100% 
Head of Dept:  Miss A Nicola, Mrs H Nessa  

 
What is the content of the Course? 
Component 01 – Computer Systems 
This component focuses on Computer Systems and is similar in style to the old A451 unit.  It is an 
examined unit and makes up 50% of the assessment total. 
 
Component 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming 
This component is a new written exam, focused on computational thinking and algorithms and 
makes up 50% of the assessment total.  Students will be tested on the elements of computational 
thinking and logic.  They are principally assessed as to their ability to write, correct and improve 
algorithms. 
 
Component 03 – Programming Project (non-exam assessment) 
This component is the non-exam assessment where candidates will be challenged by a range of 
exciting and engaging tasks to apply the knowledge and skills they have learned and makes up 0% 
of the assessment total.  
 
What skills will be developed? 
The course will give students a real in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. 
Students will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers and other related technology from 
their other subjects and elsewhere.  However, the course will give them an insight into what goes 
on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming, which many students find absorbing. 
 
The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of 
computer programming.  For many students it will be a fun and interesting way to develop these 
skills, which can be transferred to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life.  In this 
respect, the course will make an excellent preparation for those who want to study or work in 
areas that rely on these skills, especially where they are applied to technical problems.  These 
areas include engineering, financial and resource management, science and medicine. 
 
Who would this subject suit?                           
GCSE Computer Science has real relevance in our modern world and would suit students who 
already have some knowledge of computers and related areas and would like to develop an in-
depth understanding of how computer technology works, whilst taking a look at what goes on 
‘behind the scenes’.  As part of this, they will also have an interest in investigating computer 
programming. 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
The course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of 
Computer Science.  The increasing importance of information technologies means there will be a 
growing demand for professionals who are qualified in this area.  Students who have taken a GCSE 
in Computer Science and who then progress to study the subject at A Level or university will have 
an advantage over their colleagues who are picking up the subject at these levels. 
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Why should I do this as well as compulsory ICT? 
If you are interested in finding out what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, studying GCSE Computer 
Science will teach you about computer systems and computer programming.  Studying GCSE 
Computer Science will also enable you to develop an understanding of programming techniques.   
 
This subject complements the BTEC First Awards in the core curriculum where you will study how 
to use software in preparation for further education/employment.   
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                                                              FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Computing 
 
 
                                                                     
                       HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Computer Science 

 Computer Systems 
Engineering 

 Games Programming 

 Telecommunications 
Engineering 

 Artificial Intelligence 

 
 

Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Desktop Support 
Engineer 

 Website 
Administrator 

 Database 
Administrative 
Assistant 

 IT Security Analyst 

 Helpdesk 
Professional 

 Support Technician 

 
 
                                                                     
 CAREERS 
 
 

 IT Consultant 

 Software Engineer 

 Web Developer 

 Multimedia Creator 

 Systems Engineer 

 Programmer 

 Network Manager 

 Communications 
Facilitator 

 Computer Analyst 

 Network Engineer 

 Hardware 
Developer 

 Game Developer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After GCSE 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION Exam Board:  Eduqas 

Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  50% 

Head of Dept:  Mrs H Crighton-Rook Controlled Assessment:  50% 
Controlled assessment tasks have to be 

completed in school. 
 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
This course is designed to give students an opportunity to extend and apply their skills, knowledge 
and understanding of food and nutrition within a variety of contexts.  The course will equip 
students with the knowledge, understanding, skills and encouragement they need to cook.  It will 
give them the ability to apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. 
Students will be able to make informed decisions about a wide range of further learning 
opportunities and career pathways, and develop vital life skills so that they can feed themselves 
and others affordably and nutritiously. 
 
What skills will be developed? 
Students have the opportunity to develop independent learning skills in a structured and 
supportive environment.  They are encouraged to plan the completion of their work following a 
published weekly plan of lesson and homework activities.  Each project requires a design folder 
and quality practical work.  Students are assessed by written exam (50% of the GCSE) and two 
non-exam assessments, which include a food investigation assessment, and a project where 
students plan, prepare and cook three courses. 
 
Food preparation skills are divided into 6 sections: 

1. Food commodities  
2. Principles of nutrition 
3. Diet and good health 
4. The science of food 
5. Where food comes from  
6. Cooking and food preparation 

 
Who would this subject suit? 
The course builds on the Key Stage 3 programme of study for Food Technology.  Food Preparation 
and Nutrition is a practical subject and will suit students who enjoy designing and making with 
food materials.  The course will suit students who enjoy a practical and creative approach to study 
and who have a particular interest in Food/the Food Industry. 
 
What could I do next with this subject?       
The GCSE course provides progression to post-16 studies.  It lays an  
appropriate foundation for further study of Food Technology or  
related subjects.  

 
Do I need to know anything else? 
Students have the opportunity to attend the Junior Chefs’ Academy at Herts Regional College. 
Practical work is an essential part of the course and students will be expected to organise their 
own materials.  You need to have safely taken part in the majority of Food Technology practicals in 
Years 7 and 8 and have a range of cooking skills to succeed on this course. 
 
For further information, talk to any GCSE student or Mrs Crighton-Rook. 
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level Food 
Technology 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Food Technology 

 Food Marketing 
Management 

 Research and 
Development 

 Food and Consume 
Studies 

 Teaching 

 Food Economics 

 Product 
Development 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Baking Skills 

 Confectioner 

 Quality Assurance 
Operative 

 Food Manufacturing 
Skills 

 Cake Decorator 

 Productivity 
Technician 

 Technical Assistant 

 Production Control 
Operative

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Supply Chain and 
Logistics 

 New Product 
Developer 

 Recipe Taster and 
Developer 

 Food Technologist 

 Process 
Technologist 

 Teacher 

 Sales and Marketing 

 Buyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: TEXTILES  Exam Board:  Edexcel 

Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  50% 

Head of Dept:  Mrs LJ Abazi Coursework:  50% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
You should take Fashion/Textiles if you are a creative person who enjoys designing and making 
things in fabric.  You will study fashion design and clothing manufacture following a wide range of 
design briefs which may include women’s and girls’ wear, men’s and boys’ wear and children’s 
wear.  
 
The course now allows the student to design and make in a variety of materials in addition to 
fabric which include; woods, metals, plastics and electronics.  The qualification has been re- 
designed to give students real insight to new and emerging technologies occurring in the design 
world and will help prepare them for post 16 options. 
 
Paper 1 
What’s assessed 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 

 10 - 15% Maths and Science questions (content covered in the respective GCSE subjects) 
 
How it’s assessed 

 Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes, 50% of the qualification, 100 marks 
 
Questions 
Section A:  Core 
This section is 40 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, including 
open-response, graphical, calculation and extended-open-response questions.  There will 
be 10 marks of calculation questions in Section A. 
 
Section B: Material categories (Textiles) 
This section is 60 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, including 
open-response, graphical, calculation and extended-open-response questions.  There will 
be 5 marks of calculation questions in Section B. 
 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 
What’s assessed 
Practical application of: 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 
 
How it’s assessed 
Non- exams assessment (NEA):  30-35 hours approximate, 100 marks, 50% of GCSE. 
 
On 1st June live briefs from the exam board are released.  From this point on, as per exam board 
rules, there will be no 1-2-1 support given to students to complete work.  This is an exciting 
opportunity for students to demonstrate both their resilience and independence skills which are 
vital for any post 16 options they wish to pursue.  
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Students will produce a working prototype and a portfolio of evidence.  Work will be marked by 
teachers and moderated by Edexcel. 
 
Do I need to know anything else? 
Students are expected to provide the materials needed for individual projects.  Fabric is readily 
and cheaply available both locally and on the Internet. The department does ask for a voluntary 
contribution of £20 each year to cover basic costs for equipment/resources.  
 
For further information and to see examples of the type of work you will be producing, see the 
displays outside F05 or talk to any GCSE/A Level Textile student, or Mrs Abazi. 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
GCSE and A Level results in Textiles are amongst the best in the school.  A qualification in Textiles 
is the gateway to any of the following future aspirations: 

 A fashion related degree course.  Many of our Textiles students go directly on to degree 
courses at universities such as Leeds, Nottingham Trent, Manchester Metropolitan, 
Leicester de Montfort, Hertford and London College of Fashion.  It is not necessary to be 
good at Art or to do an Art & Design Foundation Course prior to taking a fashion related 
degree at university. 

 
Past students have gone on to have successful careers in: 

 Fashion design 

 Fashion marketing and promotion 

 Styling/personal stylist 

 Buying/merchandising 

 Clothing manufacturing/technologist 

 Textile designing 

 Window dressing 

 Retailing 
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20 Reasons Why You Should Consider a Career in the Fashion & Textiles Industry 
 
1. It’s a major UK industry with more than 79,000 businesses employing over 340,000 people 
 
2.  The gross value added for the fashion and textiles sector in the UK is estimated at over  
 £11.5 billion, which makes up 3% of the UK economy 
 
3.   The UK is the 15th largest textiles manufacturer in the world  
 
4.   There is a predicted growth of 15,000 – 20,000 jobs in UK by 2020 
 
5.   There is a high demand for particular roles within the industry such as pattern cutters and 
 technologists 
 
6.   There is a growth in niche markets around technical textiles, with lots of companies 
 diversifying into this area.  Estimates suggest this area contributes £1.5 - £2 billion a year to 
 the UK economy 
 
7.   Our designers are considered some of the best in the world 
 
8.  It’s a major global industry with career opportunities across the world and skills that 
 transfer from country to country 
 
9.  We wear textiles or touch them most of the time, often without thinking about it. We 
 couldn’t live without textiles, whether it be for fashion and protection, in our homes, 
 offices and the workplace, or in hidden areas such as buildings and for medical applications 
 
10.  It’s a broad and varied industry with a wide range of sectors, from the traditional areas of 
 fashion and interiors, to technical textiles such as medical textiles, geo textiles, 
 performance textiles and engineering 
 
11.  There’s a huge range of career roles available from designers, to technologists, quality 
 controllers and engineers 
 
12.  There are a wide range of related careers including journalism and retail 
 
13.  Textiles materials are replacing traditional harder materials in some contexts with textiles 
 having some of the strongest materials in the world e.g. Kevlar which is eight times 
 stronger than steel of the same weight 
 
14.  Textiles materials are at the cutting edge of major developments across the world e.g. 
 wearables and e-textiles 
 
15.  Studying fashion and textiles gives you transferable skills such as project management and 
 decision making 
 
16.  Many careers in textiles offer the opportunity to be creative and hands on and some 
 careers offer learning in other areas including science, IT and art 
 
17.  Many textiles careers offer wider opportunities e.g. travelling and learning about business 
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18.  Textiles materials make a difference to the lives of others whether it be through medical 
 textiles, such as knitted replacement heart valves, or through fashion that helps people 
 express their individuality 
 
19.  Studying textiles creates informed consumers who are more able to make better decisions 
 when buying and using products 
 
20.  Studying textiles gives you a life skill and for many people it is also a hobby that helps to 
 improve wellbeing 
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Fashion & Textiles 
 
 
  

                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples:   

 Fashion 

 Textiles 

 Print Making 

 Retail 

 Interior Design 

 
 

Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Junior Interior 
Designer 

 Design Assistant 

 Dress Maker 

 Junior Retail Buyer 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Clothing/Textile 
Technologist 

 Interior and Spatial 
Designer 

 Fashion Designer 

 Textile Designer 

 Fashion 

 Interior Designer 

 Jewellery Design 

 Film and Theatre 

 Print Maker 

 Retail Buyer 

 Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After GCSE 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY Exam Board:  AQA 
Qualification:  GCSE Unit 1:  50%  (one x 2 hour exam) 
Head of Dept:  Mrs M Fusco Unit 2:  50%  (45 hours) 
 This course is available to all students 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
This course has been designed to encourage students to be able to design and make products with 
creativity and originality, using a range of sheet and Graphical Materials (card, paper and sheet 
plastics), Resistant Materials (woods, metals and plastics) and the related techniques and 
processes.  The course is a natural lead into A Level Product Design 3D with an increased focus on 
developing products which can be evaluated for their commercial viability.  
 
You should take D&T if you are a creative person who enjoys problem solving, designing and 
making innovative products using a range of materials.  You will learn about product life cycles, 
marketing, packaging, manufacturing processes, sustainability and design for the environment, 
history of design, international design movements, ergonomics, modelling and scales of 
production.  
 
Students’ research and design work should lead to them manufacturing a range of good quality 
products which meet a clear commercial need for consumers. 
 

What skills will be developed? 
Students have the opportunity to develop independent learning skills in a structured and 
supportive environment.  The course comprises of ‘design and make’ projects in Years 9 and 10 
where skills are developed in preparation for the Controlled Assessment which takes 45 hours of 
workshop time to complete in Year 11, according to a strict schedule of pre-planned lessons.  
Homework activities will be set every week and will relate to the coursework being studied with 
the aim of preparing students for the 2 hour exam.  Each coursework project requires a design 
folder which includes research, design development, investigations into materials and processes 
for the final piece of quality practical work which should be fully tested and evaluated.  
 
The following skills are directly assessed through both coursework and formal examination: 

 Research and Analysis 

 Problem solving and evaluating  

 Design and development 

 Planning/sequencing 

 Making 

 CAD/CAM 
 
                                                                              
 
  
 
                                                             
 
 

 
 
 

Design sketching on Google 

Sketchup for GCSE 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=sketchup images&safe=active&biw=1093&bih=498&tbm=isch&tbnid=Rv9WHoYcRMbTOM:&imgrefurl=http://www.dtzone.co.uk/googlesketchup.htm&docid=MMGE_qCQLJA5PM&imgurl=http://www.dtzone.co.uk//Google Sketchup/sketchup pic 4.png&w=1596&h=1057&ei=MBPdUuGmAYnE7Aan64HQAw&zoom=1&ved=0CFsQhBwwAQ&iact=rc&dur=796&page=1&start=0&ndsp=8
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Who would this subject suit?                                   
Students who enjoy: 

 Working in a creative and practical way 

 Planning and organising their own studies 

 Designing innovative products 

 Making innovative products 

 Learning skills and processes 

 Developing quality products through research into current manufactured products and 
end-users 

 
What could I do next with this subject? 
Career options include Architecture, Product Design, Commercial Packaging industry, Computer 
Graphics, Advertising and Graphic Design, Industrial Design etc.   
 
Product Design is a good foundation for further study at Level 3: Product Design (3D) in Years 12 
and 13.  Students can go on to study related degree courses at university.  
 
Sixth Form students are appointed to assist in lower school classes in Design & Technology, 
develop products and processes and be ambassadors for the subject. 
 
Do I need to know anything else? 
Students are expected to pay for the materials needed to produce individual project work in a 
similar way to how Year 7 and Year 8 students do at present. 
 

 
 
 
For further information, see the school website or talk to any GCSE or A Level Product Design 
student or Mrs Fusco.                                                                  
 

Design sketching 
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This is where 
Design & 

Technology 

can take you! 
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Product Design 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Architecture 

 Product Design 

 Graphic Design 

 Interior Design 

 Industrial Design 

 Furniture Design 
 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Junior Graphic 
Designer 

 Sign Maker 

 Desktop Publishing 
Assistant 

 Junior Product 
Designer 

 Trainee Technical 
Illustrator 

 Assistant Copywriter 

 Design Assistant
 
 
 

                                                      FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 

 Product and 
Industrial Designer 

 Architecture and 
Landscaping 

 Metallurgy/Material 
Engineering 

 Animation 
Illustration 

 Manufacturing 
Engineering 

 3D Visualiser 

 Fashion 

 Automotive Design 

 Aeronautical 
Engineering 

 Transport Design 

 Exhibition Design 

 Interior Design 

 CAD Technician 

 Jewellery Design 

 Furniture Design 

 Civil Engineering 

 Telecommunications  

 Mechanical 
Engineering 

 Web Design 

 Book Illustration 

 Film and Theatre

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  FRENCH Exam Board:  AQA 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking 

Head of Dept:  Miss N Andreou Tiered papers:  Foundation/Higher 

 
French can only be chosen by students currently studying it in Year 8 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The aim of the course is to enable you to: 

 Communicate coherently and accurately in the language 

 Express and develop ideas spontaneously and fluently  

 Further your knowledge in how the language works and enrich your vocabulary so you can 
use and understand it in a wide range of contexts  

 Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking by understanding and responding to a 
range of authentic spoken and written material, including literary texts  

 Develop  an awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and 
communities where the language is spoken  

 Develop language learning skills to prepare you for further language study and use in 
school, higher education or in employment 

 
Weighting of the individual skills: 
Listening 25%    Reading 25%    Speaking 25%    Writing 25% 
 
The topic areas that will be studied will be linked to the following themes: 

 Identity and culture 

 Local and international areas of interest 

 Current and future study and employment  
 
Literary texts could include the study of French poems/short stories/plays. 
 
What skills will be developed? 

 The ability to listen to and understand spoken French in a range of contexts and a variety 
of styles 

 Communicating in speech for a variety of purposes 

 Reading and responding to different types of written language 

 Understanding and applying a range of vocabulary and structures 

 Communicating in writing for a variety of purposes 

 Using a dictionary quickly and effectively 

 Developing language learning and communication skills which can be applied broadly 
 
Your teacher will speak to you in French and you will be expected to speak in French as much as 
possible.    
  
 
                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 



62 
 

 

Who would this subject suit?  
This course will suit students who have an interest in traveling, literature, history and geography. 
 

What could I do next with this subject? 
GCSE French could lead to AS/A Level French.  Competence in languages could be useful in any 
career, especially: 

 The travel and tourism industry 

 Business 

 International banking   

 Teaching 

 Translation and interpreting  

 Importing and exporting 
                

Do I need to know anything else? 
You will need a good French/English dictionary and you will be required to bring all essential 
equipment such as exercise books, pens and pencils, etc to every lesson. 
 
You should take any possible opportunity to go to France during the course as this will help you 
greatly in development of your communication skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Le tricolore is the name of the 

French drapeau because it has 3 

colours (bleu, blanc, rouge). 
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Subject:  ITALIAN Exam Board:  AQA 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking 

Head of Italian:  Mrs M Fetta Tiered papers:  Foundation/Higher 

 
All students in Year 8 are able to choose this language for GCSE instead of French or Spanish, if 

they wish to do so 
 
What is the content of the Course? 
The aim of the course is to enable you to: 

 Communicate coherently and accurately in the language 

 Express and develop ideas spontaneously and fluently 

 Further your knowledge in how the language works and enrich your vocabulary so you can 
use and understand it in a wide range of contexts  

 Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking by understanding and responding to a 
range of authentic spoken and written material, including literary texts  

 Develop an awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and 
communities where the language is spoken 

 Develop language learning skills to prepare you for further language study and use in 
school, higher education or in employment  

 
Weighting of the individual skills: 
Listening 25%    Reading 25%    Speaking 25%    Writing 25% 
 
The topic areas that will be studied will be linked to the following themes: 

 Identity and culture 

 Local and international areas of interest 

 Current and future study and employment  
 
Literary texts could include the study of Italian poems/short stories/plays. 
 
What skills will be developed? 

 The ability to listen to and understand spoken Italian in a range of contexts and a variety of 
styles 

 Communicating in speech for a variety of purposes 

 Reading and responding to different types of written language 

 Understanding and applying a range of vocabulary and structures 

 Communicating in writing for a variety of purposes 

 Using a dictionary quickly and effectively 

 Developing language learning and communication skills which can be broadly applied 
 
Your teacher will speak to you in Italian and you will be expected to answer in Italian as much as 
possible. 
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Who would this subject suit? 
Students who are required to do at least one language to GCSE, and those wishing to study two  
languages – particularly those who have an interest in travelling, literature, history and geography.   
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
GCSE Italian could lead to AS/A Level Italian.  Competence in languages could be useful in any 
career especially:   

 The travel and tourism industry 

 Business 

 International banking 

 Teaching 

 Translation and interpreting 

 Importing and exporting 
                   
Do I need to know anything else? 
You will need a good Italian/English dictionary and you will be required to bring all essential 
equipment such as: exercise book, textbook, pens and pencils, etc to every lesson. 
 
You should take any possible opportunity to go to Italy during the course as this will help you 
greatly in development of your communication skills. 
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Subject:  SPANISH Exam Board:  AQA 
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking 

Head of Spanish:  Miss N Andreou Tiered papers:  Foundation/Higher 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The aim of the course is to enable you to: 

 Communicate coherently and accurately in the language 

 Express and develop ideas spontaneously and fluently  

 Further your knowledge in how the language works and enrich your vocabulary so you can 
use and understand it in a wide range of contexts  

 Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking by understanding and responding to a 
range of authentic spoken and written material, including literary texts 

 Develop an awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and 
communities where the language is spoken  

 Develop language learning skills to prepare you for further language study and use in 
school, higher education or in employment  

 

Weighting of the individual skills: 
Listening 25%    Reading 25%    Speaking 25%    Writing 25% 
 
The topic areas that will be studied will be linked to the following themes: 

 Identity and culture 

 Local and international areas of interest 
 Current and future study and employment  

 

Literary texts could include the study of Spanish poems/short stories/plays. 
 

What skills will be developed? 

 The ability to listen to and understand spoken Spanish in a range of contexts and a variety 
of styles 

 Communicating in speech for a variety of purposes 

 Reading and responding to different types of written language 

 Understanding and applying a range of vocabulary and structures 

 Communicating in writing for a variety of purposes 

 Using a dictionary quickly and effectively 

 Developing language learning and communication skills which can be applied broadly 
 

Your teacher will speak to you in Spanish and you will be expected to speak in Spanish as much as 
possible.                     
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Who would this subject suit?                                       
This course will suit students who have an interest in traveling, literature, history and geography. 
 

What could I do next with this subject? 
GCSE Spanish could lead to AS/A Level Spanish.  Competence in languages could be useful in any 
career especially:  

 The travel and tourism industry  

 Business 

 International banking 

 Teaching 

 Translation and interpreting 

 Importing and exporting 
 
Do I need to know anything else? 

You will need a good Spanish/English dictionary and you will be required to bring all essential 
equipment such as: exercise book, textbook, pens and pencils, etc to every lesson. 
 
You should take any possible opportunity to go to Spain during the course as this will help you 
greatly in development of your communication skills. 
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                                                                    FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
French, Italian or Spanish 
 
 
                                                           
                                                                    HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Modern Languages 

 International 
Business 

 Tourism 
Management 

 International 
Business 
Management & 
Modern Languages 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Passenger Service 
Agent 

 Bookings or 
Reservations 
Administrator 

 Customer Services 
Advisor 

 Air Cabin Crew 
 

 
                                                           
                                                                    CAREERS 
 
 

 Recruitment 
Consultant 

 Broadcast Journalist 

 Teacher 

 PR Officer 
 

 Customer Services 
Officer 

 ESOL Teacher 

 Interpreter 
 

 Holiday 
Representatives 

 Translator 

 Tour Guide 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  GEOGRAPHY Exam Board:  AQA  
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  100% 

Head of Dept:  Miss J Fleeman and  
Mrs K Car 

 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The course is split into three exams:  Living with the Physical Environment; Living with the Human 
Environment; Geographical Applications and Geographical Skills 
 
Paper 1 – Living in the Physical Environment: 
Section A:  The Challenge of Natural Hazards 
Section B:  Physical Landscapes in the UK 
Section C:  The Living World 
 
Paper 2 – Living in the Human Environment: 
Section A:  Urban Issues and Challenges  
Section B:  The Changing Economic World  
Section C:  The Challenge of Resource Management 
 
Paper 3 – Geographical Applications: 
Section A:  Issue evaluation 
Section B:  Fieldwork and Skills 
 
What skills will be developed? 
Throughout the course you will gain a wide variety of skills: 

 Collaboration - you need to work effectively in a group to complete your fieldwork 

 Drawing graphs to present data 

 Data analysis and interpretation 

 Map work skills 

 Decision making skills 

 Photograph analysis 

 Enquiry and argument skills 

 Literacy 
         
Who would this subject suit?    
This subject would suit you if you enjoyed Geography in Year 7 and Year 8 and if you wish to:  

 Understand natural hazards and future challenges the world faces 

 Gain knowledge of your world and an understanding of current events 

 Appreciate different cultures in this country and in other parts of the world 

 Develop your ICT skills through using Geographical Information Systems and research skills 
using the department’s tablets 

 Learn outside the classroom through fieldwork 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 

 GCSE Geography is a useful subject that will help you to make more sense of some of the 
changes taking place in the world that are affecting you right now  

 It will enable you to develop many useful skills including numeracy, literacy and ICT  

 GCSE Geography can lead onto A Level Geography and related courses such as Travel and 
Tourism, and Leisure related courses 
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 GCSE Geography is a fantastic facilitating subject that is highly recognized by the top 
universities 

 Further studies in Geography can lead to a huge range of careers from Accountancy, Law, 
Management Consultancy, Disaster Relief and Hazard Management, Environmental 
Consultancy, Landscape Architecture, Civil Engineering, Social Work, Cartography, 
Surveying, Town Planning and of course Teaching 

 
Do I need to know anything else? 
There will be two fieldtrips to collect data in a human and physical environment within the UK. 
These will take place during Year 9 and 10.  This data will then be used to prepare for the third 
paper; Geographical Applications. 
 
The Geography Department is also hoping to offer the amazing experience of visiting Iceland on an 
optional fieldtrip in the next couple of years.   
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Geography 
 
 
 
 HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Geography 

 Forensic & Crime 
Scene 

 Law 

 Human Resources 
Management 

 Environmental 
Technology 

 Real Estate 
Management 

 Planning 

 Urban Regeneration 
 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Renewable Energy 
Home Advisor 

 Customer Services 
Advisor 

 Highway Engineer 

 Logistics Agent 

 Data Collection 
Representatives 

 Sales Assistant 

 Travel Agent 

 Law

 
 
 
 CAREERS 
 
 

 Environmental 
Management 

 Manager for 
Renewable Energy 

 Environmental 
Health Officer 

 Land Surveyor 
 

 Ecologist 

 Business 
Development 

 Project Manager 

 Analyst 

 Oceanographer 

 Weather Forecaster 
 

 Archaeologist 

 Journalism 

 Conservation Officer 

 Civil Engineer 

 Meteorologist 

 Lawyer 

 Town Planner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  HISTORY Exam Board:  Edexcel  
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  100% 
Head of Dept:  Ms C Poag Coursework:  0% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The course focuses on four topics, which will be sat as 3 papers.  Papers 1 and 3 are each worth 
30% and Paper 2 is worth 40%. 
 
A trip to Belgium/Berlin in Year 9 enhances students’ understanding of the course.  Among other 
sites, we visit Tyne Cot and Langemark cemeteries, Hill 62 Trench System, Sachsenhausen and 
Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camps, the Berlin Wall and the Stasi Prison. 
 
1. Paper 1:  Medicine through Time and Surgery during WW1 (30%) 

 A study of the development of medical knowledge and understanding of the causes of 
disease as well as methods of treatment from the Middle Ages to the present day 

 Case Studies of the role of key individuals and discoveries including; Galen, William Harvey, 
Alexander Fleming, Florence Nightingale, Vaccination and DNA 

 A source based enquiry into the ‘Historical Environment’ of the battlefield hospitals of 
WW1 (Western Front) including methods of treatment and breakthrough discoveries 
 

2. Paper 2, part A:  The Cold War, 1943-1991 (20%) 

 A study of the development of relationships between the two superpowers of the 20th 
century – the USA and the Soviet Union 

 How the relationship between the countries changed over the period from the probability 
of nuclear conflict to the collapse of the Soviet Union 

 How Germany was used as a tactical issue in the aftermath of World War 2; an emphasis 
on the building, and impact of, the Berlin Wall 
 

Paper 2, part B:  Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588 (20%) 

 A study of Elizabeth’s succession to the throne, including her legitimacy, character and 
strengths  

 The Elizabethan religious settlement – challenges from the Puritans and the Papacy 

 Foreign Policy and the Age of Exploration – the defeat of the Spanish Armada and the 
discovery of the ‘New World’ 
 

3. Paper 3:  Germany, 1919 – 1939 (30%) 

 A study of the Nazis’ rise to power in Germany and the way Hitler was able to become one 
of the most powerful men in 1930s Europe 

 The development of the police state - the ways Nazi policies affected different people in 
German society, including the belief in the master race, the treatment of minority and 
religious groups and the persecution of the Jews, which led to the establishment of the 
death camps and the start of the Holocaust 

 A largely source-based paper, in this unit students will be required to analyse and evaluate 
the usefulness of sources as well as how and why they have been interpreted in different 
ways 

 
What skills will be developed? 
The course will provide students with a sound knowledge of recent world history to enable them 
to understand and appreciate the world in which they live - to understand the lessons of the past 
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is to understand the present.  The course also develops skills of enquiry, evaluation and 
empathetic understanding which are invaluable in all aspects of life. 
 
Who would this subject suit?       
If you have enjoyed History in Years 7 to 8, particularly the topics covered in Year 8, there is a good 
chance that you will enjoy the periods of history studied in the GCSE course.  History is, above all, 
about exploring the past and developing your own interpretation of events that have shaped the 
modern world 
 
If you like the challenge of detective work, want to find out more about the amazing actions of 
extraordinary people (some of them inspiring, others downright awful!) and you are not afraid of 
trying to puzzle out problems for yourself then it is the ideal subject for you! 
 
You must also be able to organize, present and explain your ideas clearly and in detail. 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
Further study of History in the Sixth Form, or related subjects such as Philosophy & Ethics or 
Economics.  
 
Those who study History have a well-rounded view of the world as well as developing conceptual 
knowledge that relates well to many other areas.  Many students go on to have careers in politics, 
public administration, journalism, law and education.  
 
History students are the people ‘most likely to do anything’ – History as a subject will open a lot of 
doors to you in the future. 
                                                                                 
Do I need to know anything else? 
The course is taught through a variety of activities and teaching styles and regular use is made of 
audio-visual clips and documentaries.   
 
We consider our innovative and flexible approaches to History teaching, along with the extremely 
memorable trip, to be vital in increasing our students’ understanding and enjoyment of the 
subject.  
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
History 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 History 

 World Politics 

 Philosophy 

 Psychology 

 Theatre Studies  

 Law 

 Classical Civilisation 

 Religious Studies 

 Education 

 English Literature 

 International 
Relations 

 Anthropology 

 Journalism 

 Theology 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Recruitment/Human 
Resources 

 Banking and Finance 

 Marketing and Sales 

 Archivist 

 Lawyer 

 Museum or Gallery 
Management 

 Journalist 

 Teacher 

 Writer 
 
 

 Business 
Management 

 Researcher 

 Politics 

 Civil Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 



74 
 

 

Subject:  MUSIC Exam Board:  OCR  
Qualification:  GCSE Performing Coursework:  30% 
Head of Dept:  Mr N Taken Composing Coursework:  30% 
 Listening exam:  40% 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The course is designed to offer structured opportunities to develop your knowledge, skills and 
understanding in Performing, Composing, Listening and Appraising.  
 
In Year 9 you will take part in a variety of enrichment activities designed to develop your general 
Musicianship and you will also have the opportunity to increase your confidence whilst performing 
on the instrument of your choice. 
 
You will have 4 lessons a fortnight, in which the areas of study such as Conventions of Pop and 
Film Music are taught through the integration of performing, composing and listening tasks.  Your 
performance coursework will be developed using your keyboard skills or another instrument of 
your choice.  You might want to think about beginning instrumental lessons at Goffs for this, and 
you are absolutely encouraged to take part in an extra-curricular activity to develop general 
musicianship.  You are also taught to use music software, such as Sibelius, and have access to this 
equipment outside of lesson time for you to work on composition etc.  
 
The syllabus is heavily coursework based.  You will complete: 

 Two compositions, one written for your own instrument and one relating to an area of 
study, e.g. film  music, classical concerto etc… 

 Two performances which are recorded, one of which one needs to be in an ensemble and 
one a solo performance 

 

What skills will be developed?  
The course encourages you to become:  

 More informed performers through study of your instrument and pieces written for it 

 More skilled composers through study of compositional techniques and styles 

 More understanding listeners through study of a range of different types of music and the 
backgrounds 

 
Who would this subject suit?      
Anyone who loves listening to music and enjoys performing and composing their own music!  You 
will also enjoy the course if you want to: 

 Increase your independent working skills as well as working as a team 

 Encourage your own creativity  

 Have access to music software to aid composition 

 Increase your confidence through the performing element 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
At Goffs you can take Music AS and A Level which will allow you to further your interest in your 
particular area of music.  This will further teach you analytical and transferable skills and is 
recognised by universities as both an academic and creative subject.  
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Do I need to know anything else? 

 The standard expected is that of candidates who have received tuition only in the 
classroom but that they can play hands-together on the keyboard, if that will be their 
chosen instrument for performing  

 You don’t have to already learn an instrument but you might want to think about beginning 
instrumental lessons at school to either learn a new instrument, or to improve your 
performance!  

 You must have both an interest in and enjoyment of all types of music, although there is 
plenty of flexibility to compose and perform in the style of your choice 
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level Music 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Musical 
Performance 

 Contemporary 
Performance 

 Music Production 

 Musical Technology 

 Jazz Performance 

 Music Education 

 Creative and Digital 
Media 

 Creative Sound 
Design 

 Musicianship 

 Contemporary 
Performance 

 Conducting 

 Musical 
Composition 

 Music Business and 
Innovation 

 Jazz Studies 

 Musical Theatre 

 
 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Creative and Digital 
Media 

 Author 

 Broadcaster 

 Production Sound 
Mixer 

 AV Technician 

 DJ 

 Post-Production 
Sound Technician 

 Publisher 

 Examiner 
 

 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Sound Engineer 

 Broadcast Assistant 

 Assistant Editor 

 Performer 

 Production Trainee 

 Session Musician 

 Teacher 

 Songwriter 

 Instrument Teacher 

 Music Journalist 

 Composer 

 Music Business 
Manager 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  PSYCHOLOGY Exam Board:  AQA  
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  100% 
Head of Dept:  Ms O Zloh  

 
What is the content of the Course? 
Psychology is the study of why we do things or the science of human behaviour.  The GCSE 
Psychology course will cover many areas that will provide students with an insight to the subject, 
and also provide a foundation for further study in Psychology.  There are two sections of the 
course which are highlighted below: 
 
Cognition and Behaviour 

 Memory 

 Perception 

 Development 

 Research Methods 
 
Social Context and Behaviour 

 Social Influence 

 Language, Thought and Communication 

 Brain and Neuropsychology 

 Psychological Problems 
 
What skills will be developed? 
The GCSE Psychology course encourages students to: 

 Engage in the process of psychological enquiry to develop as effective and independent 
students, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds 

 Develop an awareness of why psychology matters, acquire knowledge and understanding 
of how psychology works, and its essential role in society 

 Develop an understanding of the relationship between psychology and social, cultural, 
scientific and contemporary issues and its impact on everyday life 

 Develop an understanding of ethical issues in psychology 

 Develop an understanding of the contribution of psychology to individual, social and 
cultural diversity 

 Develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods 
 

These skills will enable students not only to succeed in the GCSE Psychology course, but also help 
with success in other subjects and with learning at AS Level. 
  

Who would this subject suit? 
GCSE Psychology would suit any student that has an interest in the subject and wishes to find out 
why people act in certain ways.  Students wishing to take further studies at AS Level in Physical 
Education, Sociology, Science and Psychology may find similarities in the content of the GCSE 
Psychology course. 
 
In order for students to succeed in the GCSE Psychology course they must: 

 Have good analytical and Maths skills in order to understand and explain the variety of 
data analysis from research 

 Be able to work independently to prepare for lessons and complete Home Learning tasks 

 Be prepared to complete reading around the content of lessons on a regular basis 
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What could I do next with this? 
GCSE Psychology will enable students to study this subject further at AS Level, but may also help 
with studies in Physical Education, Sociology and Science.  For those studying Psychology at 
various levels, employment opportunities could be in the following areas: 
 

 Case Worker  

 Child Care Worker 

 Child Psychologist 

 Clinical Psychologist 

 Cognitive Psychologist 

 Counselling 

 Criminal Investigator 

 Development Psychologist 

 Educational Psychologist 

 Experimental Psychologist 

 Family and Marriage Therapist 

 Forensic Psychologist 

 Journalist 

 Lawyer 

 Market Researcher 

 Military Psychologist 

 Neurologist 

 Police Officer 

 Probation Officer 

 Psychiatrist 

 School Counsellor 

 School Psychologist 

 School Teacher 

 Social Services Specialist 

 Social Worker 

 Sports Psychologist 

 University Lecturer 

 
Do I need to know anything else? 
During the course students may have the experience of designing and conducting informal 
classroom research using a variety of methods.  They will analyse the data collected in 
investigations and draw their conclusions based on research findings.  
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for entry into Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level 
Psychology 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Psychology 

 English 

 Sport and Exercise 

 Criminology 

 Behavioural 
Sciences 

 
 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 National Health 
Service 

 Probation and 
Parole Officer 

 Childcare Assistant 

 
 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Educational 
Psychologist 

 Clinical Psychologist 

 Further Education 
Lecturer 

 Higher Education 
Lecturer 

 Occupational 
Psychologist 

 Counsellor

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Subject:  RS - PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS  Exam Board:  AQA  
Qualification:  GCSE Exam:  100% 
Head of Dept:  Mr D Chichester-Miles and  
Mr E Bora 

 

 
What is the content of the Course? 
The first part of the course looks at the beliefs, teachings and practices of both Christianity and 
Buddhism.  This includes studying the lives of Jesus Christ and the Buddha as well as how they are 
worshiped in modern society.  The Christian component would also include, for example, analysing 
the meaning of the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and the purpose of prayer whereas the 
Buddhist component would look at the idea of dukkha, anicca and annata (suffering, 
impermanence and no-self) and the purpose of meditation.   
 
The second part includes the study of relationships and families, crime and punishment, matters 
of life and human rights and social justice.  The issues covered in these topics include the 
classification of illegal drugs, the death penalty, abortion, IVF, and gay marriage, for example.   
 
How it’s assessed 
Written exam:  two x 1 hour 45 minutes, 100% of GCSE 
96 marks (plus 5 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar [SPaG]) on each paper 
 
What skills will be developed? 

 You will develop analytical skills through class discussion 

 You will become more broad minded through hearing and analysing the viewpoints of 
others 

 You will practice writing clear explanations about the topics, your own view about them 
and those of others 

 You will gain an insight into the way the modern world works and the issues it faces 

 You will learn about other people’s beliefs and cultures 
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Who would this subject suit?                            
The subject suits anyone with an interest in the world, the people that live in it and how it works. 
It is also suitable for students interested in furthering their understanding of the puzzling 
philosophical and ethical problems facing humanity as the world undergoes massive technological, 
environmental and political change. 
 
What could I do next with this subject? 
The issues discussed and studied feed into many A Level subjects including History, Geography, 
Politics and Sociology. 
 
It would be good for students wanting to study those subjects at university as well as Law, 
Medicine, Anthropology and Philosophy (and plenty of others). 
 
It would also be very useful for any job in which you have to deal with a variety of people i.e. 
police work, medicine, law, education etc. 
 
Do I need to know anything else? 
The course is examined in two papers; both at the end of Year 10. 
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                                                             FURTHER EDUCATION 
 
 
If you meet the requirements for Sixth Form, you can progress on to study A Level Philosophy & 
Ethics 
 
 
 
                                                             HIGHER EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT & APPRENTICESHIP 
 
 
Higher Education:  Study a degree at university 
 
Course examples: 

 Medicine 

 Religion and Politics 

 Theology and 
Religious Studies 

 Anthropology 

 Law 

 Religious Studies 

 Philosophy and 
Religion 

 Criminology 

 Religion and 
Sociology 

 Comparative 
Religions 

 
Employment & Apprenticeship: 

 Information Officer 

 Librarian 

 Secretary 

 Assistant 
Administrator 

 Classroom Assistant 

 Sales Assistant 

 Youth Worker 

 Behaviour Support 
Assistant 

 Archivist 
 

 
 
                                                             CAREERS 
 
 

 Public Relations 
Officer 

 Dentist 

 Civil Servant 

 Librarian 

 Lawyer 

 Human Resources 
Graduate Trainee 

 Journalist 

 Human Resources 
Graduate Trainee 

 Politician 

 Researcher 

 Writer 

 Probation Officer 

 Policy Officer 

 Teacher 

 Social Worker 

 Doctor 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After GCSE 

 

After A Level 

After Higher 

Education 
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Goffs Academy 
Goffs Lane 
Cheshunt 

Hertfordshire 
EN7 5QW 

 
: admin@goffs.herts.sch.uk  www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 

: 01992 424200       @GoffsAcademy 
 

 
 


