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Staying on in the Sixth Form 

What does year 12 involve? 



The Transition 

• Child to adult 

• GCSE to BTEC level 3 / AS level 

• Discipline to Self-Discipline 

• Planning for the Future 



Our Aim 

• To work with parents and students to produce 
confident, well-rounded adults who are ready 
to move on to the next stage of their lives. 



          How do we meet our aims? 

By promoting the expectations set out in the  

Sixth Form Learning Agreement: 

• Excellent attendance 

• Commitment to Study 

• Excellent conduct  

• Leadership and contribution to School Life 

And: 
• By rewarding all round excellence with home study 

privileges. 
• By following up under-achievement using whole school 

systems such as report cards and contracts. 

 

 

 



            Additional Financial Support 

• The school receives funding to help young people overcome 
financial barriers to continuing their education.  The funding may be 
in the form of a weekly payment, free school meals or support with 
costs such as books and educational materials. 

• Students may be eligible if they have received free school meals in 
the last six years or if the household income is below a certain 
threshold. 

• Students receiving a bursary must meet their attendance conditions 
each week. 

• If you think that your son or daughter might be eligible, please 
download an application form from the school website 
http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/352/welcome-to-the-sixth-form or 
ask them to collect a hard copy from Mrs Hardwick in the Sixth 
Form office. 
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Who’s Who? 

Mr Cahill:  
Assistant Principal - Sixth Form 
Mrs Lawrence:   
Director of Learning - Year 12  
Mrs Hardwick:   
Sixth Form Administrator  
(Bursary payments)  
Mrs Coleby:  
Sixth Form Administrator 
Mrs Gambles:  
Sixth Form Learning Mentor 
 
   

 

Learning Managers  
 
• 12E:  Ms Zloh 
• 12Q: Mrs Nicholson        
• 12U: Mrs Abazi  
• 12A:  Ms Camacho  
• 12L:  Mr Beesooa 
• 12I:   Mr Ashdown 
• 12T:   Mr Gill  
• 12Y:   Mrs Collier 
 



Jane Gambles –                               
Sixth Form Learning Mentor 

 

• Background - Over 25 years experience gained in cosmetic and 
fashion accessories industries, working in sales and training from 
the shop floor up to board level. 

• During this time, experience was gained managing local Youth 
Training Schemes for 16-19 year-olds. 

• Worked for past 10 years in a primary school as a governor, 
volunteer and administrator. 

 



• The role of the Learning Mentor will involve working with Learning 
Managers, Heads of Department and Directors of Learning to identify 
student needs to offer support with their learning. 

• Work in and around the Sixth Form areas -  the common room, quiet 
study room and restaurant to encourage students to approach regarding 
their learning successes or any barriers to learning that they may be 
experiencing. 

• Offer group and individual mentoring sessions to support Year 13 
students undecided about what career path to choose – university, 
apprenticeship or job. 

• Group sessions for Year 13 students will also be offered on how to 
manage a budget whilst at university, student loan interest rates and 
repayments, how to prepare for interviews, CV preparation, presentation 
skills and answering and asking the right questions at interview. 

 



 

• Development plan would be to offer interactive group sessions on life in 
the workplace for students choosing the apprenticeship or employment 
route post Sixth Form. For example, employer expectations, how to 
maintain a good work-life balance, expected behaviour in the work 
place, managing pressure, keeping focused in meetings and basic 
employment law. 

• I look forward to working with you. 

 

The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step. 

Lao Tzu, ancient Chinese Philosopher 



Sixth Form Curriculum 

• Four lessons per subject per week 

• Some “free” study periods 

• A Personal Development and Tutorial programme 
covering key areas such as study skills, compulsory 
RS, managing money, relationships and health. 

• Assembly programme /  Outside speakers  

• Careers and Higher Education advice 

• Enrichment Visits / Days  

 



Sixth Form Qualifications 
Sixth Form students are in Key Stage 5, studying Level 3  
Qualifications.  For example: 
• AS level qualifications which are examined in year 12 and lead on to 

A2 exams in year 13.  (Please note that AS exams no longer count 
towards A2 grades, but are important as separate qualifications in 
their own right.  They provide evidence for universities and 
employers and are vital building blocks for success in year 13). 

• BTEC Level 3 courses  –  vocational courses which are equivalent to 
A levels.  They are divided into units and students have to meet 
deadlines for these throughout the year. 

• A mixture of BTEC / OCR and A levels 
• Maths  and  / or English GCSE re-takes where needed 
• An Extended Project – an independent research project for very 

able students – worth half an A level.  



   Frequently Asked Questions 
Do AS level grades count towards A2 marks? 

• No.  They are separate qualifications, but the content is examined again at 
A level.  AS results provide evidence for universities and employers and 
are vital building blocks for success in year 13). 

Should my child take 3 or 4 subjects in year 12? 

• It depends on what is right for the individual student.  Most students take 
4 subjects in year 12 and 3 in year 13.  Students need to gain at least a D in 
each AS or a pass in all their BTEC units to form an appropriate basis to 
succeed in year 13. 

Are there any exams in BTEC subjects? 

• Yes.  Although BTEC subjects are generally more coursework based, 
students have to pass an exam in order to pass the overall course.   

Can my son or daughter improve coursework or BTEC units? 

• Students are given feed back on coursework and BTEC units.  However, 
this is dependent on their meeting deadlines for handing in first drafts. 



      How will I know how my child is 
                        progressing? 

Reports will be issued in October, January and 
April. 

There are mock exams in December and March. 

There will be a parents’ evenings for year 12 in 
January and April. 

 



  Understanding My Child’s Report 

Targets are set by taking a student’s average Key Stage 4 grade and 
then setting the goal to be at least in line with the national average. 
Students all have a: 

• Minimum Standard Grade  -   a grade that students should 
make sure they do not fall below  

• Target  - a grade which they should aim to achieve or exceed 

• Current Working Grade  - the grade that they would achieve 
if they sat the entire qualification now, including coursework 
elements (this may be very low at the start: Us or Es).  This 
should start to increase as the year progresses. 

• Predicted Grade  - the likely outcome that your 
son/daughter will achieve based on current evidence. 

 



Home Study 
Home Study privileges are allocated according to 
academic achievement, effort, attendance, punctuality, 
behaviour and volunteering hours.  Home study is 
regularly reviewed and can be withdrawn at any time.  
The first home study review will take place around half 
term,  once all Induction Assessments have been 
marked. 

You will receive a letter setting out the rules for Home 
Study. 

 

 

 



Home Study Rules 
• Students must continue to attend ATM every morning except where 

they have no timetabled lessons ALL day.* 
• Year 12 students may register to leave  at break or lunch if they 

have no more lessons. 
• If a student does not have any timetabled lessons Periods 1 to 4 on 

a certain day they can arrive at 1.25pm*. 
• Students should not arrange paid work or driving lessons during 

school hours, the time should be used to complete school work at 
home.  

• Students must still be available if needed in school until 4pm on any 
given day.   

• If students receive a late detention, then they will lose their right to 
home study on that day. 

• *Students must attend all compulsory curriculum enrichment days, 
extra lessons, presentations by outside speakers etc.    
 
 
 
 

 



Top Tips for Academic Success 



Putting in the Required Time 
• Year 12 has the shortest time slot between beginning a course and 

being assessed that the students have ever experienced. 

• All Sixth Form students are now required to be available until 4pm 
each day, in case they need to stay behind to catch up or revise. 

• Students need to do at least 5 hours per subject per week outside 
lesson time from the outset. 

• To do this they need to use study periods effectively and work for at 
least a couple of hours each night, and at least three hours at the 
weekend. 

• If students are struggling to manage their workload or if they say 
they have nothing to do, please get in touch. 

 



Tips for Students 

• Bring the correct books and equipment. 

• Organise folders, and file work each evening. 

• Note deadlines and key dates in an organiser/diary. 

• Use a weekly study timetable. 

• Plan ahead for “crisis” points. 

• Work independently and be proactive about finding ways to 
read around subjects, complete tasks and solve problems. 

• Tackle homework well in advance, so that , if necessary, you 
can see the teacher for help before the deadline.  

 

 
 



Tips for Students 

• Prepare for lessons, so that you already know what questions 
to ask. 

• Review notes – change to mind-maps  / revision notes 
• Don’t waste time copying out notes or just staring at a text 

book 
• Tackle the difficult parts of the subject – re-write part of an 

essay to improve a grade; do the question you don’t 
understand. 

• Get ahead during less busy times – read the next part of the 
text book, do a past paper, use a revision web-site. 

• Ask the teacher what is coming up next. 
• Arrange a group revision session with friends 
• Go and work in a computer room or department area. 

 



How Can You Help? 

• Encourage excellent attendance and advise the school of any 
absences. Avoid, wherever possible, booking medical 
appointments, driving tests etc during school time. 

• Ensure that students are abiding by the dress code and other 
school rules, so that our focus can stay on their academic 
success. 

• Attend Parents’ Evenings and always check reports.  Stay in 
touch with the school. 

• Ensure that students are available to attend revision lessons 
after school and avoid planning too much over Easter and 
May half term. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



How Can you help? 
• Show an interest your son / daughter’s work and talk to them 

about how they are getting on. 

• Help them to develop their organisational and time 
management skills so that they can work efficiently.  Make 
sure that they are using any home study time well. 

• Help them to get the right balance between paid work, social 
life and studying. 

• Provide a good environment for studying at home. 

• Check homework on www.doddlelearn.co.uk  

• Buy revision guides and offer to test them. 

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/


How Can you help? 

• Encourage your son / daughter to communicate with staff but 
also to take responsibility. 

• Listen to their problems and then guide them towards finding 
solutions. 

• Help them to build up resilience, be prepared to have a go at 
work and increase their ability to study independently.  

• Help them to motivate themselves. 

• Discuss future career / university goals and help your son / 
daughter to think about what they are good at and what they 
enjoy. 

 

 

 



      Communication and E-Safety 

• Students must ensure that they use the internet safely and 
appropriately according to the school’s safeguarding policy. 

• All email contact between students and teachers must be 
via the school email system. 

• All students have a Goffs School email address and will 
need to check it regularly to receive key information.   

• Students and teachers should never share personal mobile 
numbers or communicate via social networking using 
personal accounts. 

 
 
If you have any concerns – please tell us! 



Building up CV’s 

Developing Wider Skills 



G - Involved 

• Helping in lessons 

• Running lunchtime clubs 

• Reading buddies 

• Charity Events 

• Enterprise opportunities 

• Prefects 

• Student Parliament 

• External volunteering  

 

 



Building a Strong CV 

• Find out about future careers and plan in the right 
experiences and skills.  Outside speakers will come in to 
school to support this. 

• Read the Sixth Form Bulletin particularly the enrichment 
section as we will pass on any opportunities via these. 

• Work shadowing – last week of Summer term – try to get 
organised early 

• Look out for master classes, seminars and holiday 
opportunities. 

• The school website is an excellent starting point for careers 
and university information. 

• http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/358/careers-university 
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                    Key Dates 
• w/c 17th September – Induction Assessments 

• 20th September  - Secondary Transfer Evening – all year 12 
students needed as guides from 4pm to 8pm 

• 26th  September – Learn to Live Event – Hertford Theatre 

• October 18  – Progress Report 1 

• 29th November – Into the Sixth Evening – Year 12 students are 
expected to support this event. 

• 5th-13th December – Mock exams after school. 

• 17th January KS5 Parents’ Evening 

• Early February – Holocaust Memorial Day Event 

• 26th February – Higher Education and Careers Evening 

 

 

 

 



                    Key Dates 

• 25th February to 8th March  – Mock exam week  

• 21st March  - KS5 Parents’ Evening 

• 13th May – Study Leave begins 

• 10th June – Year 12 return to begin year 13 courses after 
examinations. 

• 15th – 19th July – year 12 work shadowing week 

• August 15th – Key Stage 5 Results Day  

 

 

 


