
Your Guide to Year 8 English 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to read their teachers’ 
comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their  progress tracking in 
the front of their books after every assessment. 
Year 

8 
Topic Title and 

unit 
What students will be learning: How you can specifically help your child 

and  Flipped Learning tasks: 

Half 
term 

1a 

New 
Technology: 
Tales with a 
Twist  

 

Students will look at Roald Dahl’s work in 
depth analysing theme, character and 
language. Students will be encouraged to 
explore alternative viewpoints, memorise and 
summarise events and quotes. We are linking 
this SOW with skills needed for GCSE Language 
Paper 1. Students will also have several 
opportunities to practice descriptive writing 
skills. 
 
Students will be marked on: 
 
Mini assessment: How does the writer use 
language to create suspense?  
READING 
 
Main assessment: Write the opening of a 
story, suggested by this image. Q5 
WRITING 

You can help support your child by 
researching the works of Roald Dahl as 
well as hearing them read for 15 minutes 
every night to help them look for 
interesting adjectives, adverbs and 
vocabulary. This will help them to write 
more creatively and skilfully. 
 
You can also help by testing them on their 
spelling words and checking they have 
used a variety of sentences in their 
homework 
In addition, encouraging them to write 
descriptive pieces around images will also 
help boost their confidence with creative 
writing. 
 
Flipped Learning task: 
Read the first 4 pages of ‘Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory’ and create 5 
comprehensive questions on the 
opening. 

 Hertfordshire 
and London: 
Conflict Poetry 
 

Students will be learning the key skills required 
to analyse poetry. They will also be revising 
key poetry terms, taught how to compare 
poems and how to memorise keys quotes. This 
SOW will be modelled around GCSE Lit Paper 
2. 
Students will be marked on: 
 
 
Mini assessment: Write your own conflict 
poem, titled ‘Out of the Blue’. 
WRITING 

Main assessment: Compare Bayonet Charge 
with one other poem from the cluster. 
 READING 

You can support your child by exploring 
these poems on BBC Bitesize to get in-
depth knowledge about the content and 
themes and YouTube to help visualise 
messages. 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz
e/english_literature/poetryconflict/ 
 
Flipped Learning task: 
Create a revision Power Point on how to 
approach a poem, using your research 
skills. 

Half 
Term 

1b 

Money, 
Money, 
Money: 
MOV 
 

Students will learn about the life and times of 
William Shakespeare and the set text. They will 
also study the language, structure and context 
of the play in depth. This SOW is tailored 
around GCSE Literature paper 1. 
 
Mini assessment: Write a soliloquy from the 
perspective of Shylock. S&L 
WRITING 
 

You can encourage your child to 
independently research William 
Shakespeare. Useful website: 
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.ht
ml 
 
You can also help by testing them on their 
spelling words and checking they have 
used a variety of sentences in their 
homework 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryconflict/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryconflict/
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html


Main assessment: How does Shakespeare 
explore the theme of anti-Semitism through 
Shylock? Act 3:1 
READING 

Listen to their monologues and help them 
to make sure they are able to speak for 
around 3 minutes for this task. 
 
Flipped Learning task: 
Create a character tree of the main 
characters, research the theme and plot. 
You must present your finding using cue 
cards. 
 
 

    

Term 
2b 

Inspirational 
People: Public 
Speaking 

 
 

Students will learn about the different types of 
media and news including, press, T.V and 
posters. Students will also be learning how to 
analyse inspirational speeches, media articles 
and explain how language and presentational 
devices are used to create an impact. This 
SOW is based on the GCSE Speaking and 
Listening marking criteria. 
Students will be marked on: 
 
Mini assessment: Write a broadsheet article 
about an inspirational person 
WRITING 
 
Main assessment: Write a persuasive speech 
S&L 

You can help your child by encouraging 
them to read a variety of newspapers and 
magazines aimed at different audiences. 
For example The Daily Mail and The 
Guardian. You can also encourage them to 
watch different news broadcasts such as 
Newsround and the  BBC News. You can 
also encourage them to go online and 
read newspapers  Useful websites: 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.
html 
 
You can also help by testing them on their 
spelling words and checking they have 
used a variety of sentences in their 
homework. 
 
You can also help them by listening to 
their speech at home in order for them to 
practice for their main delivery in class. 
 
Flipped Learning task: 
Write 101 words about something you are 
passionate about and explain why. 
 
Also, research what inspires x2 of your 
idols and explain why. 

Half 
term 

3a 

The Past and 
Future: AIC 

 

Students will be using their knowledge gained 
from the text ‘An Inspector Calls. Students will 
be taught how to analyse: character, theme, 
setting, structural devices and language. This 
SOW is based around GCSE Literature Paper 2. 
Students will be marked on: 
 
Mini assessment:  
Hot Seat main characters 
S&L 
 
Main Assessment: How does Shelia change in 
AIC? 
READING 
 
  

You can help your child by listening to 
them read every night for 25 minutes in 
order to help them build their vocabulary, 
as researching the works of J. B. Priestly 
and facts about WW1. 
 
Flipped Learning task: 
Create a character tree of the main 
characters, research the theme and plot. 
You must present your finding in the form 
of a Vlog. 
 

Half 
term 

Wellbeing: Students will be prepped on how to prepare 
for their summer exams, which will consist of a 

You can help your child by encouraging 
them to re visit some of their  favourite 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html


3b Exam Prep and 

Book Project  

 
 
 

Exam Practice 
and The 

Children’s 
Book Project 

 
Create your 

own children’s 
story 

reading and writing paper. They will learn how 
to master each paper by practicing key 
formulas, reading over WAGOLL and working 
alongside the marking criteria. 
Learning how to write a book for primary aged 
school children. They will learn the 
conventions of story writing and analyse the 
key features in a number of children’s books. 
They will then produce their own book and 
donate it to a children’s hospital. 
They will be marked on: 
. 
Mini assessment: Make revision Vlog in groups 

for the AQA exam site (Speaking and 

Listening). 

Main assessment: Summer exam 
READING and Writing 

 

primary school books and ask them what 
they liked and why. You can also 
encourage them to work on their stories 
at home and help them with getting 
pictures and other things they might want 
to include in their story 
 
You can also help by testing them on their 
spelling words and checking they have 
used a variety of sentences in their 
homework 
 
Flipped Learning task: 
 Go on to BBC Bitesize and AQA and 
research the marking criteria to Language 
Paper 1. 

Key dates and what students will be doing 
Half term 2b – Students will be preparing and writing their own speeches as part of the school’s public speaking 

competition. 
Half term 3b – Students will be producing their own story books for primary school pupils.  

 
Contact Details. 

Name: Miss N Stewart- KS3 Co-ordinator. 
Email: NST@goffs.herts.sch.uk.  

Name: Mrs E Petrou - Head of English. 
Email: EZO@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:NST@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:EZO@goffs.herts.sch.uk

