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Your Guide to Year 9 GCSE Art 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Students’ work will be assessed throughout each topic using GCSE criteria for Art & Design. Each half term 
student progress in their projects so far will be assessed using GCSE grades and sub levels. Each topic has a 
‘grade ladder’ which outlines the differences between each grade. 
 

Expectations of Students: Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate art materials and sketchbooks 
(art packs can be purchased from the school to assist with this). They also need to read their teacher’s comments in 
their books and act on the feedback given). 

Year 9 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

TO
P

IC
S 

 C
O

V
ER

ED
 -

 S
tu

d
en

ts
 w

ill
 b

e 
ta

u
gh

t 
 3

 e
xt

en
d

ed
 p

ro
je

ct
s 

th
at

 w
ill

 r
u

n
 t

h
ro

u
gh

o
u

t 
th

e 
ye

ar
.  

H
al

f 
te

rm
 1

a 

 
Flora:   
Watercolour 
skills 
 
 

 
RESEARCHING , RECORDING & EXPLORING 
– We will look at the work of artists such as 
Georgia O’Keefe who specialises in close up 
images of flora and Marnie Ward who 
works in watercolour. 
We will scrutinise our subject matter by 
drawing form observation exploring a range 
of materials including pencil and pen.  We 
will explore formal elements such as line, 
tone, form, shape and texture in our work. 
 
We will begin to explore watercolour and 
different techniques in sample form, 
noticing how the media behaves (wet on 
wet, blending, dripping, bleeding 
lightening, darkening  etc).  We will also 
look at incorporating other materials with 
the water colour and notice the 
behaviours.  For example, wax resist, salt 
and masking fluid. 
 

 
Helping them talk about Georgia O’Keefe’s 
work and Marnie Ward. 
Talking about flowers, naming them – 
building their general knowledge. 
 
To encourage creating their own primary 
sources, students will be asked to 
photograph flora as part of home learning.  
Visiting a garden centre is a great way to do 
this, or even botanical gardens: 
https://www.vanhage.co.uk/garden-centres/ 
http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/Botanic/Hom
e.aspx 
https://www.kew.org/ 
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Flora:   
Watercolour 
skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEVELOP & EXPERIMENT – We will begin 
to explore the idea of composition.  Using 
our existing drawings and photographs we 
will take sections, zoom, layer as well as 
exploring different formats for our canvas 
(portrait, landscape, square, circular etc.) 
 
REVIEW, REFINE & PRESENT - We will begin 
to make decisions about our final 
outcomes.   We will decide on the 
techniques we wish to explore and why.  
We will be very thoughtful about the way 
we approach these pieces. 
 

 
During the course of this work students will 
be required to review their work through 
written evidence.  They can also ask for 
others opinions and this is wholly 
encouraged.  This is a good opportunity to 
develop a dialogue with your child to discuss 
what they have done and why, plus how they 
could improve areas. 
 
 

https://www.vanhage.co.uk/garden-centres/
http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/Botanic/Home.aspx
http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/Botanic/Home.aspx
https://www.kew.org/
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Surrealism 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: At the very beginning we 
will play the ‘Exquisite Corpse’ game.  This 
is a game the Surrealists would play 
together to create works of art and 
literature.   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py_x
XvJoYcQ 
 
This allows us to take risks, work in a time 
limit and create something collaboratively 
– creating a creature/being that falls into 
the Surreal concept. 
 
 
ANALYSING ARTWORKS OF THE 
SURREALIST – at the beginning of the 
project we will be analysing the artwork of 
the Surrealists using an approach using the 
acronym SEMI.  This stands for Subject, 
Element, Media and Intention.  We will be 
looking at the work of Salvador Dali, Rene 
Magritte, Max Ernst, Jerry Uelsmann and 
Frida Kahlo.  
This is an incredibly important aspect of 
art as it really looks at the context of the 
work and explores how artists respond to 
the world, time and events around them. 
 
 
EXPLORING AND EXPERIMENTING 
We will look at classic techniques adopted 
by some of the Surrealists: juxtaposition, 
melting, metamorphosis, reflection, 
decay.  We will experiment with these 
techniques using different objects. 
We will also look at specific techniques 
adopted by the painter Max Ernst: 
Grattage and Frottage.  We will use these 
techniques to play with landscapes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will be required to write in depth 
analysis about 3 images by our artists.  This 
will be done in lessons and will require to be 
completed at home.  Feedback will be given 
and a final draft will need to be completed 
using EBI and SPAG (spelling, grammar).  A 
read through at home would be beneficial as 
the final piece is displayed on boards 
alongside other work. 
 
There are Surreal artworks available to see in 
the Tate’s collection  
http://www.tate.org.uk/art - a visit to an Art 
gallery is always beneficial to students of art 
to see some of these pieces first hand! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will be required to keep a dream 
journal to help them develop ideas.  
Sometimes some students find it difficult to 
record their own or may not remember 
them.  
Therefore some assistance at home can be 
given. 
 
Students will be required to draw objects 
through observation to continue gathering 
research for their projects; they can also take 
photographs to add to their ‘primary 
sources’. 
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Surrealism 
 

DEVELOPING & REVIEWING: We will 
explore composition ideas using a 
specification list of what must be included 
in our final pieces.  We will design these 
using different images to inspire us, in the 
form of landscapes, objects and our 
dreams. 
We will learn how to use oil paints – we will 
use different liquids to change the quality 
of the paint (oil and white spirit).  We will 

 
During the course of this work students will 
be required to review their work through 
written evidence.  They can also ask for 
others opinions and this is wholly 
encouraged.  This is a good opportunity to 
develop a dialogue with your child to discuss 
what they have done and why, plus how they 
could improve areas. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py_xXvJoYcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py_xXvJoYcQ
http://www.tate.org.uk/art


 

paint on primed board, using our designs; 
we will constantly review our work and 
make changes if we need to within our 
specification – we will keep refining these 
to ensure the quality is excellent. 
PRESENT: We will present our work on A1 
boards – this will encourage us to show the 
journey of our work from start to finish; it 
also shows that we take pride in what we 
do. 

 
 
 
 
 
Ask them to show you their work!  A great 
way to praise and reward them for good 
work in school. 
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Portrait 

 
We will explore the theme of portraiture. 
We will begin by drawing from observation 
using pencil – particularly focusing on 
features, such as eyes, lips, noses, ears.  
This will enable us to develop our skills and 
LOOK. 
We will then begin to look at artists who 
work in pen/biro.  Identifying how these 
artists use tonal ranges in this material with 
mark making. 
We will specifically look at the work of 
Mark Powell and Vince Low – adopting 
their methods and styles of work. 
 

 
We would like our students to photograph 
people to work from.  We encourage our 
students to photograph older subjects as 
their faces are much more interesting.  
Helping out in such a photo shoot would be 
great – pulling expressive faces will give them 
exciting outcomes. 
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Portrait We will develop our work further looking at 
the techniques of Ed Fairburn , who favours 
working with maps. 
We will continue to explore working with 
pen/biro and explore drawing onto maps, 
painting onto, cutting into. 
 
We will then make creative decisions about 
our work and develop a final outcome.  We 
can bring in other techniques we have 
explored over the year – such as 
watercolour, collage and frottage – our 
projects do not have to be done in 
isolation, there can be cross overs – this is 
strongly encouraged! 

http://www.edfairburn.com/ 
Looking at the work of Ed Fairburn with your 
son/daughter and talking about the 
techniques and reasons for using maps would 
help consolidate learning. 
 
 
A visit to the National Portrait Gallery  
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections is a great 
way to see art in the portrait form that link to 
history and pop culture.  There are over 
200,000 pieces in the collection – to suit all 
tastes! 

Contact details 
Name: Miss Tiffany Brown (Head of Art) 
Email: tbr@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.edfairburn.com/
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections


 

Your Guide to Year 9 GCSE Photography 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Students’ work will be assessed throughout each topic using GCSE criteria for photography. Each half term 
student progress in their projects so far will be assessed using GCSE grades and sub levels. Each topic has a 
‘grade ladder’ which outlines the differences between each grade. 

Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 
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CLOSE UP 

 
RESEARCH & RECORDING – Students will 
experiment with a range of photographic 
techniques whilst exploring possible 
starting points for the theme. They will 
develop their skills in layering images and 
text using Photoshop, and will examine 
artists who employ similar effects in their 
own work. 
 
Artist Research: 
Howard Schatz, Edward Weston, Peter 
Keetman, Andy Hughes, Mark Seliger, Jacky 
Parker, Heather angel, Martin Schoeller, 
Fabian Oefner, Martin Waugh, Markus 
Reugels 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
You could help your son/daughter collect 
images and objects that link to the theme 
of ‘CLOSE UP’ e.g. flowers, books, toys, 
fruit and vegetables, textured surfaces, 
everyday objects  and discuss the visual 
meanings that could be linked to the 
objects other than their intended use. 
They will need to start making the work 
personal to them, using themes that they 
are interested in. You could discuss 
possible starting points for their own 
topic or subjects they have a passion for 
e.g. musical instruments, food, reading, 
sport etc. 
 
Topics for further study make a visit to 
the following: 
Tate modern 
Royal Academy 
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CLOSE UP 
 

 
DEVELOP & EXPERIMENT – Students will 
experiment with a range of subjects & 
photographic techniques once they have 
narrowed down their theme. They will also 
develop their skills in layering images & 
using filters & effects in Photoshop 
 
 
REFINE & PRESENT – Students will refine 
their ideas towards a final presentation, 
bringing their most successful photographs 
together in an imaginative and eye-
catching presentation (more marks will be 
awarded for an imaginative presentation 
that in some way communicates the 
essence of the student’s chosen theme).  
. 

 
Encourage experimentation at home with 
photographing different subjects based 
on the chosen theme. If PowerPoint or 
Photoshop available, students should also 
be encouraged to develop their work 
further (e.g. by adding to & refining their 
PowerPoint presentations / 
experimenting with filters & effects on 
Photoshop)  
 
At this stage students should be bringing 
together the final stages of their research. 
You could support them by going through 
their action points with them and helping 
them to structure their work 
appropriately so that they get everything 
completed by the final deadline (Feb half 
term) 
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PHOTOGRAP
HY SKILLS 
 
 
 

 
This half term students will be developing 
their understanding of camera basics. They 
will begin to understand how important 
lighting is and controlling it using a studio 
environment.  
Photo-shoots will include learning bout 
depth of field, aperture, macro and panning 
photography. 

 
At home students can practice their 
photography skills and identify what 
techniques photographers have used. 
Encourage them to discuss their 
photographs and images by other 
photographers to develop their technical 
understanding of the skills involved. 
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FOOD 
PHOTOGRAP
HY 

 
RESEARCH & RECORDING: Students will 
prepare a portfolio of evidence linked to 
the theme ‘FOOD’ (photographic 
presentation on board, PowerPoint, 
sketchbook, research). They will 
experiment using a range of techniques and 
photograph objects they have collected 
from home. Images will be presented and 
developed using photoshop and printed as 
part of their presentation. 
Artists include: Sharon Core, David Loftus, 
Sam Taylor-Wood (still Life) 

 
Students will need to brainstorm ideas, 
take photographs & collect images based 
on the project ‘FOOD’.  
To support with this project it would be 
highly beneficial to start collecting food 
items such as fruit, vegetables, sweets 
and cakes, interesting food items with 
pattern or texture that can be used to 
photograph in the classroom. 
Recording a range of ideas with a camera 
is vital, and the more of this they can do 
in their independent study time the 
better!  
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FOOD 
PHOTOGRAP
HY  

 
REFINEMENT AND PRESENT: Students will 
have developed their ideas in their 
PowerPoint and development boards 
showing clear artist links, a range of 
photographic starting points & possible 
photoshop techniques they may use. For a 
final presentation students will print off 
images and create an arrangement of 
objects and photographs. 

 

Contact details 
Name: ehe@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
Mrs E Bishop- Teacher of Photography 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ehe@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Cambridge Nationals Child Development 
 
 

 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half term 
1a 

Unit 2 
Promoting 
Children’s 
Development 
through Play 

 Play for different age 
groups 

 Infancy 

 Early Childhood 

 Adolescence 
 

Talk to your child about their favourite toys 
as they were growing up.  You could also 
discuss the toys you enjoyed or the toys their 
siblings enjoyed. 
Make a poster together using old 
photographs or images from the internet to 
show what their favourite toys were.  Add in 
their age at the time if possible.   

Half term 
1b 

Unit 2 
Promoting 
Children’s 
Development 
through Play 

 Methods of play helping 
learning 

 How do play centres 
structure play to help 
learning 

Take your child to visit a nursery if possible.  
If this is not possible visit different nursery 
websites and discuss what types of play they 
engage in.   
Make a list together of all the different 
playtime activities.  Then together think of 
the ways that this helps learning.  

Half term 
2a 

Unit 3 
The Principles 
of Early Years 
Practice 
 

 

 The importance of 
inclusive learning  

Look on the internet for the ‘United Nations 
Convention on Rights for a Child’.   
Discuss what inclusive means e.g. disability, 
race, religion, family structure, poverty. 

Half term 
2b 

Unit 3 
The Principles 
of Early Years 
Practice  

 

 The ways in which early 
years settings implement 
inclusive practice 

Encourage your child to find someone who 
has worked with young children.   
Support them in conducting an interview to 
ask how they implement inclusive practice. 
Please see below. 

Half term 
3a 

Unit 3 
The Principles 
of Early Years 
Practice  

 How children are 
empowered in early years 
settings 

 
 

Encourage your child to find someone who 
has worked with young children.  
 Support them in conducting an interview to 
ask how they empower children in early year 
practice. 
 
Review the answers together and see if you 
and your child can think of other ways of 
empowering children. 

Half term 
3b 

Unit 3 
The Principles 
of Early Years 
Practice 

 

 The importance of the key 
person approach in 
supporting childrens’ 
development 

Ask your child which key people (people they 
can rely on and have a strong relationship 
with) have helped them develop over the 
years and what they have taught them.   

Make a display together showing the key 
person and how they supported them. 

Useful  information: 
Text Books 
BTEC First Children’s Care, Learning & Development, Kath Bukman, Heinemann 
BTEC Level 2 Firsts in Children's Play, Learning and Development Student Book, Pearson 

 
Contact: Ms O Garner (oga@goffs.herts.sch.uk) 

 
 
 
 

http://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/FEAndVocational/Childcare/BTEC/BTEC-Firsts-in-Childrens-Play-Learning-and-Development-2013/ISBN/StudentBook/BTECLevel2FirstsinChildrensPlayLearningandDevelopmentStudentBook.aspx


 

Your Guide to GCSE DRAMA OCR Y9 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Devising Drama with accompanying Portfolio 30% 
Presenting and Performing Texts 30%  
Written Exam ‘Performance and Response 40% 
 

Expectations of students: 
Excellent attendance  
Full commitment to rehearsals in and out of lessons 

 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child 

Half term 1a Introduction 
to GCSE 
Drama. 
Study of key 
Theatre 
Practitioners 

Different staging types, styles 
and genres of theatre. 
Introduction to key 
practitioners Stanislavski and 
Brecht.   
Introduction to key Rehearsal 
techniques needed when 
tackling scripts or devising.  

 Ask them to define the two 
main style of theatre: 
Naturalism and non-
naturalism.  

 Ask them to list a variety of 
different genres. 

 Get them to explain what 
rehearsal techniques they 
have been using and how 
they have helped them to 
improve their own practical 
skills.  

Half term 1b Introduction 
to GCSE 
Drama. 
Study of key 
Theatre 
Practitioners 

Different staging types, styles 
and genres of theatre. 
Introduction to key 
practitioners Stanislavski and 
Brecht.   
Introduction to key Rehearsal 
techniques needed when 
tackling scripts or devising. 

 Ask them to define the two 
main style of theatre: 
Naturalism and non-
naturalism.  

 Ask them to list a variety of 
different genres. 

 Get them to explain what 
rehearsal techniques they 
have been using and how 
they have helped them to 
improve their own practical 
skills. 

Half term 2a Presenting 
and 
Performing 
Texts 

Understanding and 
performance of a script that 
will be examined by the 
teacher 
Writing pro-forma in mock for 
visiting external examiner.  

 Ensuring all drama diary 
work is completed 

 Creating a rehearsal 
schedule with them 

Half term 2b Studying 
core Text 

 Reading Blood Brothers key 
text for written exam.  
Analysing key 
themes/characters.  
 

 Buying them a script for Blood 
Brothers.  

* Reading the script through with 
them.  

 Watching clips from West end 
Production on Youtube.   

Half term 3a Response to 
Live Theatre 
 

Students will be invited on a 
theatre trip and will be asked 
to evaluate this in a written 
exam (mock).  
 

 Ask them to tell you the 
genre/style of the 
performance.  

 Help them complete their 
response pack 

 Ask them to describe key 
moments from the 
performance to you using 



 

key terminology.  
 

Half term 3b Devising  Creating an original piece of 
drama based on a stimulus.  
Collating portfolio.  
Understanding the process 
/preparation for the end of 
the year.  
 

 Line learning 

 Drama diary completion 

 Creating a rehearsal 
schedule 

 Character work 

 Script writing  

 Supporting additional 
rehearsals after school. 

Theatre visits tbc throughout the year 

Useful  information 
Yr 9 is an enrichment year where students are taught a greater breadth of Drama knowledge that they can 
then use in Yr10 and Yr 11 
 

 
Contact details 
Name: Miss Holland Head of Drama  
Email: cho@goffs.herts.sch.uk    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cho@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 BTEC Performing Arts 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Every half term students are assessed by completing a range of assignments to achieve pass, merit and distinction 
grades. Students will complete work on computers and then print off to be marked. Teachers will provide 
feedback using WWW- what went well, EBI- even better if, NTT- now try this. All students will have the 
opportunity to improve work to achieve the grade available. Each student’s current working level will be reported 
every half term. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate dance wear (leggings, Goffs P.E top) and appropriate 
equipment (pen). They also need to bring their dance folder which will contain work sheets handed to them each 
lesson.   

Year 
9 

Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help 
your child 

Half 
term 

1a 

Component 
3 – 
Preforming 
to a Brief 
 

Students will learn a variety of technical skills in different 
dance styles in each practical lesson. 

Students will also learn about creating, performing, 
analysing and directing dances.   

You can encourage your child to 
participate in extracurricular 
dance club.   
 

Half 
term 

1b 

Component 
3 – 
Preforming 
to a Brief 
 

The students will learn the production process required for 
the performing arts industry. The students will be given a 
theme and will have to create a workshop production  

You can help your child by 
encouraging them to rehearse 
with their group so that their final 
performance is polished.  

Half 
term 

2a 

Component 
1- Exploring 
the 
Performing 
Arts 

Students will examine professional practitioners work and 
create three case study around their performance style  

You can encourage your child to 
participate in extracurricular 
dance club.   
You can also encourage your child 
to meet deadline lines set by the 
teachers at the beginning of each 
topic.  

Half 
term 

2b 

Component 
1- Exploring 
the 
Performing 
Arts 

Learning aim A: Examine professional practitioners’ 
performance work 
A.2P1 Describe the stylistic qualities of practitioners’ work, 
with reference to relevant examples across three 
performance styles. 
A.2P2 Describe the roles, responsibilities and skills of 
practitioners, using relevant  

examples across three 

 

You can encourage your child’s 
learning by helping them to 
research different dance styles 
through a range of years. These 
can be accessed on YouTube.  
 

Half 
term 

3a 

Component 
1- Exploring 
the 
Performing 
Arts 

Learning aim A: Examine professional practitioners’ 
performance work 
A.2M1/D1 Discuss/analyse the stylistic qualities of 
practitioners’ work using  appropriate examples to justify 
how roles, responsibilities and skills contribute to creative 
intentions and purpose across three  performance styles. 

You can encourage your child to 
participate in extracurricular 
dance club. 
You can also encourage your child 
to meet deadline lines set by the 
teachers at the beginning of each 
topic. 

Half 
term 

3b 

Component 
1- Exploring 
the 
Performing 
Arts 

 Learning aim B: Explore the interrelationships between 
constituent features of existing performance material 
B.2P3 Describe the processes, skills and 
approaches used by practitioners to create 
performance work, with relevant reference to 
examples of repertoire. 
B.2P4/M2/D2 Describe/discuss/explain the 
interrelationships between components used in 

You can encourage your child to 
research different stimulus to 
help inspire them to create their 
dances and ensure that they 
attend rehearsals for their own 
choreography piece.  



 

Contact details 
Name: Carla Ball 
Email: CBa@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

performance, with reference to relevant examples of 
repertoire. 

mailto:CBa@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 English 
 

Assessment Criteria 
Year 9 is a bridging year for students and all the learning is based on the English GCSE assessments. 

Students are taught the skills they need to be successful at this level and consequently all assessments are 
marked using GCSE criteria. All work will be carried out under controlled conditions. Prior to each 

assessment, students will be given the marksheets which outline the differences between each level and 
explains how students can progress between levels. 

 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to read their teachers 

comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracking in 
the front of their books after every assessment. 

Year 
9 

Topic Title and unit What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 

1a 

 
 
 
 

‘Of Mice and Men’ by 
John Steinbeck 

Students will be studying this text 
and should gain insight into the 

contextual background. They will 
closely analyse language and the 

effects on the reader. Students will 
be marked on their ability to: 

1. Read and answer an essay on an 
extract from the text.  Reading 

Assessment. 
2. Read and answer an essay on an 

extract from the text and make 
links to the novel as a whole. 

Reading Assessment. 

Students will be asked to write analytically 
so you can help them by encouraging 

them to research the Wall Street Crash of 
1929 and the Great Depression. 

 
You can also support your child by 

encouraging them to visit the BBC Bitesize 
revision pages- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz
e/english_literature/prosemicemen/ 

Half 
term 

1b 

 
 
 

Non-Fiction 

 
Students will be learning reading 
and writing skills to prepare them 
for their English Language exam. 

 
Students will be marked on their 

ability to: 
 

1. Read and compare two 
unseen extracts. Reading 

Assessment. 
2. Produce a piece of non-

fiction writing. Writing 
Assessment. 

You can support your child by encouraging 
them to visit the BBC Bitesize revision 

pages- 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz

e/english/reading/ 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz
e/english/writing/ 

Half 
term 

2a 

 
 

Relationship Poems. 
 

Students will study a cluster of 
Relationship Poems and how to 

analyse the language, imagery and 
message. They will also be taught 

key skills on how to analyse an 
unseen poem. Students will be 

marked on their ability to: 
1. Read and write about an unseen 

poem. Reading Assessment. 
2. Compare two poems. Reading 

Assessment. 

You can help by asking your child to 
research the background to the poems 

and by analysing the language used by the 
poet. 

 
You can also support your child by 

encouraging them to visit the BBC Bitesize 
revision pages- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz
e/english_literature/poetryrelationships/ 

Half 
term 

2b 

‘Macbeth’ by William 
Shakespeare. 

 
 

Students will be studying Macbeth 
in depth. 

Students will be marked on their 
ability to: 

You can help by listening to your child’s 
speech and by making sure that they are 

able to speak for around 3 minutes on 
their chosen topic. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosemicemen/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosemicemen/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/reading/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/reading/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/writing/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/writing/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryrelationships/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryrelationships/


 

 
 
Contact Details: 
Name: Miss N Stewart- KS3 Co-ordinator. 
Email: NST@goffs.herts.sch.uk. 
 
Name: Mrs E Petrou - Head of English. 
Email: EZO@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Read and answer an essay on 
an extract from the text.  

Reading Assessment. 

2. Read and answer an essay on 
an extract from the text and 
make links to the play as a 

whole. Reading Assessment. 

 
You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 
used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

Half 
term 

3a 

 
 

‘Blood Brother’ by Willy 
Russell 

 
Analyse and create an 

alternative ending 

Students will be learning how to 
analyse a ‘Blood Brothers’. They 

will be learning how to appreciate 
a writer’s use of language, 

structure and the effect the play 
has on its intended audiences. 
Students will be assessed on: 

1. Speaking and Listening - 
write and present a speech 

based on a theme or 
character. 

2. Answer an essay question 
based on the play.  Reading 

Assessment 

You can encourage your child to research 
the social and historic context of the play 

as appropriate. 
 

You can also help by testing them on their 
spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 
homework. 

 

Half 
term 

3b 

 
Language Paper 1. 

Narrative and descriptive 
aspects of literary fiction. 

Students will be learning reading 
and writing skills to prepare them 
for their English Language exam. 

 
 

 
You can also support your child by 

encouraging them to visit the BBC Bitesize 
revision pages- 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/exams

pecs/zcbchv4 
 
 
 

Key dates and what students will be doing 
Half term 2b – Students will be preparing and writing their own speeches as part of the school’s public speaking 

competition. 

mailto:NST@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:EZO@goffs.herts.sch.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zcbchv4


 

Your Guide to Cambridge Nationals Health & Social Care Year 9 
 

 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 
1a 

Careers in 
the H&SC 
Sector 
 
Illness and 
Treatment 
 
 
 
 

 A variety of careers available 
in both the health sector and 
social care sector. 

  

 General illnesses, prevention, 
vaccination. 
 

Students will be asked to research a career of 
interest and establish the positives and negatives 
of their chosen career. 
If you can use the following resources online with 
your child.   
 
Websites  
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-
roles%20 
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/indust
ry/health-social-care 
 
Discuss with your child the different careers and 
any that may be of interest to pursue. 
 
Discuss with your child the immunisations / 
vaccinations they have had to date at school.  
How many have they had and what were they 
for?   
Make a table of vaccinations / immunisations and 
put the age that these are administered. 
 Make a poster or pamphlet with your child that 
shows the information above. 
 
http://www.nhs.uk/pages/home.aspx  
 

Half 
term 
1b 

Healthy 
Eating 

 Balanced diet 
 

Design a food diary together. 
Conduct a food diary with your child on everyone 
within your household for at least 2 weeks. 
 
Work out the calorie equivalent.   
Use a free website which will calculate calorie of 
different foods or upload an app on your phone. 
 
Devise a health plan for the household.  Look at 
the strengths and weaknesses of current diet. 
 
Put the recommendations on display e.g. fridge  
 
Conduct another food diary to see if the 
household’s diet has improved. 
 

Half 
term 
2a 

Impacts of 
diet and 
exercise 

 Obesity – impact on NHS 
 
 
 

Discuss with your child health promotion 
campaigns on television.  Look up the following 
website:   
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/
department-of-health/about 

Talk about the current campaigns and go to you 
tube to watch the clips.  Type in health 
promotion campaigns uk. 

 

https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/health-social-care
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/health-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health/about
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health/about


 

Half 
term 
2b 

  Smoking, Drugs, Alcohol 

 

Discuss how many friends or family members 
smoke.  Look up the following websites: 
http://www.nhs.uk/livewell/smoking/Pages/stop
smokingnewhome.aspx 
 
http://www.talktofrank.com/ 
 

Half 
term 
3a 

  Eating Disorders 
 

Discuss body image with your child. Include how 
the media represents men and women and 
whether this is positive or not and the impact this 
has on a person’s self-esteem. 

 

Half 
term 
3b 

  Mental Health 
 

 
 

Support your child in researching campaigns on 
mental health. 
Heads Together and Sane. 
https://www.headstogether.org.uk/ 
http://www.sane.org.uk/what_we_do/campaign/ 

 
Contact: Miss O Garner (oga@goffs.herts.sch.uk) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/livewell/smoking/Pages/stopsmokingnewhome.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/livewell/smoking/Pages/stopsmokingnewhome.aspx


 

Your Guide to Year 9 - OCR GCSE in Computing 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Component 1: Principles of Computer Science   1hr 30 min exam  
 40% 
Component 2: Application of Computational Thinking   1hr 30 min exam  
 40% 
Practical Investigation: Programming project    In-class controlled assessment
 20% 
 

Expectations of students  
Students are expected to attend all lessons and complete all home learning tasks set.  It would be 
helpful to have a memory stick for backing up work but not essential as cloud storage can also be used.  
There are free pieces of software that would be useful for your child to have: Scratch, Python and App 
Inventor. 
 

 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically 
help your child 

Half 
term 
1a 

Systems 
architecture 

Students will learn to: 

 the purpose of the CPU 

 Von Neumann architecture: 

  MAR (Memory Address Register) 

  MDR (Memory Data Register) 

  Program Counter 

  Accumulator 

  common CPU components and their 
function: 

  ALU (Arithmetic Logic Unit) 

  CU (Control Unit) 

  Cache 

 • the function of the CPU as fetch and 
execute instructions stored in memory 

Ask your child to read 
about the different parts 
of the Von Neumann 
architecture: 
 
http://www.c-
jump.com/CIS77/CPU/Vo
nNeumann/lecture.html 
 
http://www.mrfraser.org
/resources/alevel/as/not
es/111_StructureFunctio
nOfProcessor.pdf 
 

Half 
term 
1b 

Memory the difference between RAM and ROM 
• the purpose of ROM in a computer system 
• the purpose of RAM in a computer system 
• the need for virtual memory 
• flash memory 

Get your child to read 
and practice  
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ed
ucation/guides/zmb9mp
3/revision/6 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sc
hools/gcsebitesize/ict/ha
rdware/1datastoragerev1
.shtml 
 
http://searchsolidstatest
orage.techtarget.com/fe
ature/Whats-the-
difference-between-
flash-memory-and-
conventional-RAM 
 

Half 
term 
2a 

Network 
topologies, 
protocols and 
layers 

Students will learn and understand about: 

 star and mesh network topologies 

 • Wifi: 

 frequency and channels 

Your child should have a 
good concept of how the 
internet works. Ask your 
child to draw a picture of 

http://www.c-jump.com/CIS77/CPU/VonNeumann/lecture.html
http://www.c-jump.com/CIS77/CPU/VonNeumann/lecture.html
http://www.c-jump.com/CIS77/CPU/VonNeumann/lecture.html
http://www.mrfraser.org/resources/alevel/as/notes/111_StructureFunctionOfProcessor.pdf
http://www.mrfraser.org/resources/alevel/as/notes/111_StructureFunctionOfProcessor.pdf
http://www.mrfraser.org/resources/alevel/as/notes/111_StructureFunctionOfProcessor.pdf
http://www.mrfraser.org/resources/alevel/as/notes/111_StructureFunctionOfProcessor.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zmb9mp3/revision/6
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zmb9mp3/revision/6
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zmb9mp3/revision/6
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ict/hardware/1datastoragerev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ict/hardware/1datastoragerev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ict/hardware/1datastoragerev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ict/hardware/1datastoragerev1.shtml
http://searchsolidstatestorage.techtarget.com/feature/Whats-the-difference-between-flash-memory-and-conventional-RAM
http://searchsolidstatestorage.techtarget.com/feature/Whats-the-difference-between-flash-memory-and-conventional-RAM
http://searchsolidstatestorage.techtarget.com/feature/Whats-the-difference-between-flash-memory-and-conventional-RAM
http://searchsolidstatestorage.techtarget.com/feature/Whats-the-difference-between-flash-memory-and-conventional-RAM
http://searchsolidstatestorage.techtarget.com/feature/Whats-the-difference-between-flash-memory-and-conventional-RAM
http://searchsolidstatestorage.techtarget.com/feature/Whats-the-difference-between-flash-memory-and-conventional-RAM


 

 encryption 

 • ethernet 

 • the uses of IP addressing, MAC 
addressing, and protocols including: 

 TCP/IP (Transmission Control 
Protocol/Internet Protocol) 

 HTTP (Hyper Text Transfer Protocol) 

 HTTPS (Hyper Text Transfer Protocol 
Secure) 

 FTP (File Transfer Protocol) 

how files on the internet 
are passed on from one 
network to another.  
 
http://vlaurie.com/comp
uters2/Articles/protocol.
htm 
 
http://www.protocols.co
m/pbook/tcpip1/ 
 
http://www.tcpipguide.c
om/free/t_FileTransferPr
otocolFTP.htm 
 
 
 
 
 

Half 
term 
2b 

System security forms of attack 
• threats posed to networks: 

 malware 

 phishing 

 people as the ‘weak point’ in secure 
systems (social engineering) 

 brute force attacks 

 denial of service attacks 

 data interception and theft 

 the concept of SQL injection 

 poor network policy 

Your child could read this 
article: 
http://www.liquidweb.co
m/blog/index.php/hackin
g-phishing-and-malware-
oh-my/ and try to write 
an article about system 
security. 

Half 
term 
3a 

Programming 
techniques 

the use of variables, constants, operators, 
inputs, outputs and assignments 
• the use of the three basic programming 
constructs used to control the flow of a 
program: 

 sequence 

 selection 

 iteration (count and condition 
controlled loops) 

• the use of basic string 
manipulation 

• the use of basic file handling 
operations: 

 open 

 read 

 write 

 close 

You could get your child 
to read and understand 
the concept of algorithms 
on 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/gu
ides/z3whpv4 
Also you could ask your 
child to use 
https://www.codecadem
y.com/  
to learn how to program 
in Python. 

Half 
term 
3b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://vlaurie.com/computers2/Articles/protocol.htm
http://vlaurie.com/computers2/Articles/protocol.htm
http://vlaurie.com/computers2/Articles/protocol.htm
http://www.protocols.com/pbook/tcpip1/
http://www.protocols.com/pbook/tcpip1/
http://www.tcpipguide.com/free/t_FileTransferProtocolFTP.htm
http://www.tcpipguide.com/free/t_FileTransferProtocolFTP.htm
http://www.tcpipguide.com/free/t_FileTransferProtocolFTP.htm
http://www.liquidweb.com/blog/index.php/hacking-phishing-and-malware-oh-my/
http://www.liquidweb.com/blog/index.php/hacking-phishing-and-malware-oh-my/
http://www.liquidweb.com/blog/index.php/hacking-phishing-and-malware-oh-my/
http://www.liquidweb.com/blog/index.php/hacking-phishing-and-malware-oh-my/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3whpv4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3whpv4
https://www.codecademy.com/
https://www.codecademy.com/


 

Your Guide to Year 9  
TLM Level 2 Certificate for IT User Skills in Open Systems and Enterprise  (Core) 

 
Assessment Criteria 
Unit 1 Gold - Improving Productivity Using IT (4 credits) 
Unit 10 Gold - Presentation software (4 credits) 
Unit 4 Gold - Web site Software (4 credits) 
 

Expectations of students  
Students are expected to attend all lessons and complete all home learning tasks set.  Students will need to know 
their Doddle username and password to access regular online quizzes. 

 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 1a 

Presentation 
software (4 
credits) 

How to: 
Input and combine text and other 
information within presentation slides 
 
Use presentation software tools to 
structure, edit and format slide 
sequences 
 
Prepare slideshow for presentation 

Encourage your child to  experiment with 
any of the following software – 
 
Microsoft Office 
Adobe Fireworks 
Audacity 
 
Support your child with any exam questions, 
and discuss how they can give a balanced 
answer to a question. 

Half 
term 1b 

Half 
term 2a 

Improving 
Productivity 
Using IT (4 
credits) 

Plan select and use appropriate IT 
systems and software to meet needs 
 
Review and adapt the ongoing use of IT 
tools and systems to make sure that 
activities are successful 
 
Develop and test solutions to improve 
the ongoing use of IT tools and systems 

Discuss with your child how individuals can 
safely use online systems and the 
responsibility of organisations to ensure that 
this is the case. 
Discuss the use of usernames and passwords 
as well as threats to and methods of 
preventing misuse of personal information. 

Half 
term 2b 

Web site 
Software (4 
credits) 

Create structures and styles for web sites 
 
Use web site software tools to prepare 
content for websites 
 
Publish web sites 

Encourage your child to  experiment with 
any of the following software – Word, Excel, 
DreamWeaver or FireWorks.  Discuss email 
etiquette with your child.  Support them 
with any exam questions, and discuss how 
they can give a balanced answer to an exam 
question. 

Half 
term 3a 

Half 
term 3b 

 

Useful information 
 
A Level One/Two TLM ICT is an acclaimed vastly practical, work-related course. The certificate provides a broad 
educational basis and is equivalent to GCSEs A* to C.  The Ingots Family of Awards provided by TLM in ICT will equip 
learners with sound ICT skills for everyday use. It will provide opportunities to develop in context those desirable, 
transferable skills such as planning, research and analysis, working with others or communicating technical concepts 
effectively. They will also challenge all learners, including high attaining learners, by introducing them to demanding 
material and skills; encouraging independence and creativity; providing tasks that engage with the most taxing 
aspects of the National Curriculum (including data handling, modelling and programming).  
 
The qualification will assess the application of ICT skills through their practical use. They will provide learners with 
essential knowledge, transferable skills and tools to improve their learning in other subjects with the aims of 
enhancing their employability when they leave education, contributing to their personal development and economic 
growth. 
 
Students need to achieve 17 credits before they are allowed to sit the final exam, which can be achieved through 
completing a variety of units.   The exam is carried out on the computers and should take less than an hour to 

https://theingots.org/community/sil2u1
https://theingots.org/community/sil2u10
https://theingots.org/community/sil2u10
https://theingots.org/community/sil2u10
https://theingots.org/community/sil2u10


 

complete.  Through completing the exam they will be able to access grades A* - C in their final qualification. 
 
The online exam is worth up to a further 70 marks. 
This exam is carried out on the computers and should take less than an hour to complete. 
  
Grade boundaries 
C   = 50 marks (20/70 in test) 
B   = 60 marks (30/70 in test) 
A   = 70 Marks (40/70 in test) 
A* = 80 Marks (50/70 in test) 
 

 
Contact details 
Name:   Ms P Calderaro (Head of ICT & Computing) / Mrs H Nessa (2nd in charge/KS3 co-ordinator) 
Email:   pca@goffs.herts.sch.uk  / hne@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pca@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:hne@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 GCSE Mathematics 
 
Course 
Students will be following the Edexcel GCSE Mathematics (9 -1) course over two years. Sets 1 and 2 will be 
following the higher programme (grades 4 – 9); sets 3 and 4 will be following the foundation programme 
(grades 1 – 5) initially (although there is scope for upgrading to the higher tier/ downgrading to foundation 
tier depending upon the progress of each student). The full specification as well as other guidance can be 
found here: 
 
www.edexcel.com/gcsemaths2015guide 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Every term students are assessed using past exam paper questions, which will correspond to a GCSE grade 
from 9 - 1. They will sit their final GCSE Exam in June 2020.  They will sit three papers each lasting 1 hour 
and 30 minutes, where Paper 1 is a non-calculator exam and papers 2 and paper 3 are both calculator 
exams. Each paper is out of 80 and it is the total score on all 3 papers which will determine their grade, 
which will be from 9-1. 
 
 
How to support your child at home? 

 Ensure that students complete all of the MyMaths Booster Packs – the login will be given to 
students by their class teacher. 

 Use YouTube to find videos on the topics below. 

 Ensure your child completes all homework. 

 Ensure your child is fully equipped each lesson including a calculator. 

 Attend all extra sessions. 

 Purchase a revision guide and workbook from the school and complete on a regular basis at home. 

 Use BBC GCSE Bitesize. 
 
Course Contact 
John Vyras – Head of Mathematics. 
Email: jvy@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
Course Content for Year 9 
 
Higher Tier (Sets 1 and 2) 
 

Algebra: the basics, setting up, rearranging and solving equations 

Constructions, loci and bearings 

Calculations, checking and rounding 

Indices, roots, reciprocals and hierarchy of operations 

Sequences 

Fractions and percentages 

Factors, multiples, primes, standard form and surds 

Representing and interpreting data and scatter graphs 

Averages and range 

Ratio and proportion  

Polygons, angles and parallel lines 

Perimeter, area and circles 

3D forms and volume, cylinders, cones and spheres 

Transformations 

Graphs: the basics and real-life graphs 

Linear graphs and coordinate geometry 

Quadratic, cubic and other graphs 

Accuracy and bounds 

Vectors and geometric proof 

http://www.edexcel.com/gcsemaths2015guide


 

 
Foundation Tier (Sets 3 and 4) 
 

Integers and place value 

Decimals 

Indices, powers and roots 

Factors, multiples and primes 

Tables, charts and graphs 

Pie charts 

Algebra: the basics 

Expressions and substitution into formulae 

Assessment Week in readiness for Tracking Point 2 

Scatter graphs 

Fractions, decimals and percentages 

Sequences 

Percentages 

Equations and inequalities 

Ratio 

Properties of shapes, parallel lines and angle facts 

Interior and exterior angles of polygons 

Proportion 

Statistics, sampling and the averages 

Probability 

Transformations 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Your guide to Year 9 Media GCSE 

Assessment Criteria 
Students are assessed using the criteria supplied with the Eduqas Media Studies GCSE course.  NEA criteria 
is specified in the specification and the set media products will change every 3 years. 
 

Year 10 Topic Title What students will be 
learning 

How you can help your child 

Half Term 
1a 

INTRODUCING 
KEY CONCEPTS 
(RELATED TO 
ALL MEDIA 
FORMS) 

Students will be introduced 
to the Media Key Concepts 
(text, institution, audience, 
genre, conventions, media 
language, 
representation, stereotypes 
and narrative. 
 

Encourage your child to use the 
terms they are learning in Media 
Studies. It is a very term heavy 
subject and the more they sue the 
language the better! 

Half Term 
1b 

ANALYSING SET 
MEDIA 
PRODUCTS 
 
 
REPRESENTATIO
N OF AMERICA 
& BRITAIN IN 
FILM 

Students will begin to study 
the set media products for 
component 1 of the GCSE 
(exam 1). Students will apply 
their knowledge from half 
term 1 to a range of media 
products from magazines to 
adverts. 
 
Students will also study the 
film ‘The Holiday’ and 
analyse how British and 
American culture is 
represented in the film. 

Watch the film with your child and 
talk to them about stereotypes. Ask 
them what stereotypes they can see 
and why they think films use them so 
often. For example, why do British 
characters always seem to drink tea! 

Half Term 
2a 

 INTRODUCTION 
TO PHOTOSHOP 
 
ROM-COM FILM 
POSTERS 
 

During this half term 
students will learn how to 
use Adobe Photoshop and 
create their own film 
posters. 

Students can download a free trial of 
Photoshop onto their computer at 
home. This means they can practice 
the skills they have learnt at school. 
Practice makes perfect with 
Photoshop! 

Half Term 
2b 

ACTION 
ADVENTURE 
TEXTUAL 
ANALYSIS 
 
WHAT IS THE 
BBC? 

Students will focus on a 
particular film genre in this 
half term and learn how to 
deconstruct extracts. There 
will also be a focus on 
representation and how 
action films stereotype 
gender, age and race. 
 
Students will also learn 
about the BBC and what 
makes them a unique 
institution in the media 
world. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/i
nsidethebbc/whoweare/mission_and
_values/ 
 
Discuss this webpage with your child 
– what BBC programmes can you all 
think of that fit the BBC’s ethos? 

Half Term 
3a 

CRIME DRAMA 
CONVENTIONS 
 
CREATE NEW 
CRIME DRAMA 

Students will focus on the TV 
genre of crime this half term. 
This is one of the genres that 
has been set by the exam 
board for component 2 
(exam 2) of the GCSE. 

Discuss with you child what their idea 
for a crime drama is. Encourage them 
to practice their pitch in front of you 
and give them feedback on how they 
can ‘sell’ their idea to the audience. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/insidethebbc/whoweare/mission_and_values/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/insidethebbc/whoweare/mission_and_values/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/insidethebbc/whoweare/mission_and_values/


 

Students will study the 
programme Luther (age 
appropriate scenes) and how 
Luther fits with the BBC’s 
ethos. 
 
Students will also get the 
chance to create their own 
crime drama for the BBC, 
applying their knowledge 
they have already learnt. 

Half Term 
3b 

MUSIC VIDEOS 
 
TV COMEDIES 

In this final half term 
students will be focusing on 
music videos which are 
another set area set by the 
exam board for exam 2. 
Students will study a range 
of music videos and how 
they represent gender and 
why audiences watch music 
videos and how they have 
changed over time to fit into 
a modern day music 
industry. 
 
Students will also study TV 
comedies and why audiences 
watch them as well as how 
certain TV comedies fit 
specific TV channels. 

Talk to your child about stereotypes 
within the music industry. Have 
female and male artists changed 
since you were growing up? How 
have they changed? 
 
Watch a TV comedy together, like 
‘Outnumbered’ and talk about why 
you like them? Why do audiences 
watch the same programmes each 
week? What makes them do this? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

How to support your child’s learning in Year 9 for BTEC Media. 
 

Term Topic What the students will be 
learning 

How can I support their leaning? 

Term 1a Film Posters- 
conventions. 
Practical 
Photoshop 

We will begin by studying the 
conventions of a film poster and 
what the point of it is. Students 
will build up a picture over the 
year of how the media is used to 
sell products. Students will be 
creating their own film poster, 
coming up with an original idea 
and creating them on Photoshop. 
They will also be pitching their 
idea to the class. 

Ask your son/daughter about 
their ideas. Get them to explain 
their idea clearly to you. This 
should give them confidence 
when pitching their ideas. This is 
important as ‘Pitching a media 
product’ is one of the core units 
in year 11. 

Term 1b Final editing and 
Evaluating a 
media product 

Students will finish creating their 
film posters and then begin to 
assess their own work. They will 
look at why they made certain 
decisions and what they could 
have done better. This is an 
important skill to have in BTEC. 

Student can download a free 
trial of Adobe Photoshop which 
lasts for 30 days. This will enable 
students to perfect the skills 
they learn in class. 

Term 2a Researching 
Magazine 
conventions 

Students will research magazines 
and what conventions they have. 
They will pick a magazine and 
create a double paged spread for 
that magazine. They will have to 
follow the style of the magazine 
and of the genre. Students will be 
using Adobe Photoshop and 
building on their skills learnt last 
half term. 

It would be great if you could 
encourage the students to buy a 
copy of the magazine they are 
creating an article for. This way 
they can bring it to school to 
ensure they are getting the style 
and tone of the article just right. 

Term 2b Introduction to 
Key media 
concepts 

The media concepts are genre, 
narrative, representation and 
audience. We will look at a 
variety of texts to give an 
overview of how texts are divided 
into genres that the audience is 
familiar with and how this helps 
to market media products.  

It would be great if you could 
discuss how you think the media 
has changed in your own 
experience.  

Term 3a Exam preparation We will look at the exam that the 
students will be sitting in year 11. 
Students will learn lots of new 
key words and we will do lots of 
mini exams in class to get 
students used to the style of 
questions. 

Test your child regularly at 
home. There will be lots of key 
words for students to learn and 
define. Practice makes perfect! 

Term 3b Practical Film 
Project 
Learning how to 
edit 
Create a film 
trailer on Adobe 
Premier 

Students will get a chance to be 
creative in this final half term. 
They will be learning how to use 
Adobe Premier to edit a film 
trailer. Students will be revisiting 
their ideas of horror film posters 
from earlier in the year. 

Ask students about their ideas 
and even offer to star in their 
trailers! 

 
 
 



 

Your guide to Year 9 Film Studies GCSE 

Assessment Criteria 
Students are assessed using the criteria supplied with the Eduqas (WJEC) Film Studies GCSE course. Non 
Exam Assessment criteria is specified in the specification but the exam criteria changes every 3 years. 
 

Year 9 Topic Title What students will be learning How you can help your child 

Half Term 
1a 

Introduction 
to key 
concepts 
 
&  
 
Introduction 
to Component 
2: Global Film 
 

Students will get an introduction 
to the main key concepts that 
underpin the subject. These are 
Film language, representation, 
institution, audience, genre and 
ideology. Students will also learn 
some key narrative theories as 
well as audience theories. 
Students will learn how to 
analyse a range of film texts with 
detailed connotations. 
Assessment is an analytical essay 
which will be prepared in class 
and written at home. 
 
Component 2 focus film is 
‘Skyfall’ where students will be 
looking at how cinematography, 
mise en scene, editing and sound 
create meaning as well as a focus 
on the aesthetic style of the film. 

Getting students to watch different 
film texts than they would usually do 
is very beneficial. 

Half Term 
1b 

Non-exam 
assessment  

Students will be creating their 
own idea for a film. This idea will 
form the foundation for all their 
non-exam assessment.  
They can chose to film and edit a 
sequence from their film idea or 
write a screenplay. 
 
This half term will focus on 
creating their idea and 
developing the pre-production 
planning portfolio. 
 
The non-exam assessment is 
worth 30% of the GCSE. 

Ask your child about their idea, the 
more they understand their own idea 
the better they will be able to pitch it 
and develop it into the film products 
that they are going to have to create. 

Half Term 
2a 

Non-exam 
assessment  

Students will be continuing to 
work on their non-exam 
assessment. They will be focusing 
on editing their film sequence or 
their screenplay. 
 

Help your child organise their photo-
shoot for the photos that will go 
alongside their screenplay or perhaps 
offer to be in the photos as the star of 
their film!! 
 
 

Half Term 
2b 

 
Film 2: Global 
English 
Language Film 
(Component 2, 
Section A) – 

Students will study the film 
‘District 9’ and focus on how 
cinematography, mise en scene, 
editing and sound create 
meaning, as well as how a 
narrative is developed 

Ask your son/daughter about the film. 
Get them to explain the key narrative 
to you. Talk to them about important 
scenes in the film. 



 

‘District 9’ 
 

throughout the film. 
 
Assessment will be exam style 
questions in timed conditions in 
class. 

Half Term 
3a 

 
 
 
Global Non-
English 
Language Film: 
Component 2, 
Section B – 
‘Tsotsi’ 
 
 
 
 

Students will study the South 
African film ‘Tsotsi’ and focus on 
how cinematography, mise en 
scene, editing and sound create 
meaning, as well as how 
characters and themes are 
represented throughout the film. 
 
Students will also be learning 
about Apartheid and whether this 
film demonstrates progress since 
the end of Apartheid. 
 
Assessment will be exam style 
questions in timed conditions in 
class. 

Discuss with your son/daughter what 
Apartheid was and get them to explain 
how key characters either represent 
South Africa to still be segregated or 
that they show how progress has been 
made. 

Half Term 
3b 

Introduction 
to 'Hollywood' 
- Component 
1, Section B 
 

This half term will focus on how 
the film industry has changed 
over time. Students will study 
silent films, the introduction of 
sound and colour as well as more 
recent developments in 
technology. 
 

Talk to your son/daughter about films 
you used to watch when you were 
growing up and then compare what 
changes there are to the films your 
son/daughter wants to watch. 

 

Contact Details 

Name: Hannah Roberts 
Email: hro@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Your Guide to GCSE French Year 9: AQA 
 
Assessment Criteria:  
100% exam assessed at the end of Year 11, all four skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing are worth 
25% each.   
 

Expectations of students  
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. Students should complete all the 
work set in class and at home and are expected to learn vocabulary on a weekly basis. 
They should be using www.vocabexpress.com for at least 2 hours a week.  
 

 Topic Title and unit What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

Autumn I Free time - the media 
(television/film/music) 
technology 

Talking about films and 
television programmes, 
music types and social 
media/mobile 
technology.  
 Use of present, perfect 
and future tenses.  
 

Monitor your child’s 
vocabulary learning on a 
weekly basis. Complete 
practice listening / reading 
tests on GCSE bitesize.  
You could also support them 
working on 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
in the topics of ‘La routine’ 
and ‘Le temps’ and in the 
French Grammar section  to 
practise the key tenses 
including ‘Time phrases’ 
 

Autumn II Free time- Sports  Talking about sports & 
describing what you used 
to do. 
Understanding different 
tenses and longer texts 
Talking about celebrating 
Christmas 

Learn all new vocabulary from 
the lessons. They could revise 
the main tenses and the 
imperfect tense in the French 
Grammar section on 
www.languagesonline.org.uk  
 
 

Spring I  Home, town, and 
region 

Where you live and 
describing your town 
Saying where places are 
and what you do in town 
 
 

Monitor the learning of all 
new vocabulary from the 
lesson using vocab express 
 
 
www.linguascope.com  
Intermediate- Topics of My 
house,  Finding the way & 
Local Environment  
 

Spring II Food & Health  Talking about items of 
food/drink & what you 
like/dislike 
Explaining previous 
health habits 
Eating Out- Ordering in a 
restaurant and café 
Healthy/unhealthy living 
 

Monitor the learning of all 
new vocabulary from the 
lesson using vocab express 
 
 
www.linguascope.com  
Intermediate- Topics of 
Healthy Eating &  Eating Out 
 

Summer I  School 
 
 

Describing  school and 
giving opinions on school 
subjects and rules . 

Learn all new vocabulary from 
the lessons using 
www.vocabexpress.co.uk They 

http://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.vocabexpress.co.uk/


 

 Using complex 
sentences. 

could complete exercises on 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
Encore Tricolore 2- Les 
matieres au collège’ and also 
‘Various tenses practice’ in the 
Grammar section. 

Summer II End of Year Exams- 
Preparation & 
Revision 

Revision of exam skills, 
key structures & tenses 

Students should practise the 
vocabulary learnt in all the 
topics in the year using 
www.vocabexpress.co.uk and 
www.languagesonline.org.uk  
and GCSE French bitesize/the 
revision workbook to practise 
their listening/reading skills as  
preparation for the exams.  
 

Key dates and what students will be doing: 
End of year exams-Summer 2018  

 
 

Contact details 
Name: Ms N Andreou  (Head of Languages) 
Email: nan@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.vocabexpress.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
mailto:nan@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 GCSE Italian (AQA Exam Board) 
 
Assessment Criteria: 100% - exams 
25% - writing exam 
25% - speaking exam 
25% - reading exam 
25% - listening exam 
 
The website which is recommended for all vocabulary and verb learning is :  www.italian4fun.eu. Click on 
Parole   and then scroll down to contents. www.moltobene.com  is also a very useful website for verbs. 
 

Students are expected to arrive to lessons properly equipped and on time. Students should complete 
all the work set in class and at home. Pupils are expected to learn vocabulary on a weekly basis using 
the aforementioned websites and  www.vocabexpress.com regularly. 

 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help 
your child 

Half term 
1a 

Personal 
Information  
(self, family, 
friends) 

Present tense verbs  including  
Essere and Avere , possessive 
adjectives,  connectives, feminine 
and masculine nouns and 
adjectives, physical and 
personality description 

Monitor your child’s vocabulary 
learning on a weekly basis. You 
could also support them when 
working on it. You could help 
your child memorize the 
conjugation of the verbs Essere 
and Avere 
www.languagesonline.org.uk  
www.moltobene.com 
 

Half term 
1b 

Daily routine, 
pastimes and 
going out 

 Future tense, focus on the 
importance of time expressions: 
always, never etc 
Describe food and drinks for 
certain holidays (like Christmas) 
and describe weather. 

Your child could learn 1 time 
phrase a day and you could test 
them at the weekend.  You 
could discuss traditional dishes 
for various holidays. 

Half term 
2a 

Sport and leisure 
(sports, healthy 
eating, weather) 

During this half-term pupils will 
learn how to express more refined 
opinions, elaborating more 
complex sentence structure by 
using present tense and negatives 
correctly. they will learn to use 
Giocare and Praticare correctly 
They will also learn how to say 
when a body part is hurting and 
be able to give advice using si 
deve/bisogna (you should) 
including commands using the 
imperative tense 

Help your child learn the 
vocabulary using the 
worksheets on 
www.italian4fun.eu under the 
section” Il corpo e la salute” 
www.moltobene.com 
 
 

Half term 
2b 

My school 
(school subjects, 
teachers, school 
rooms and 
uniform) 

Pupils will use the present, future, 
past and conditional tenses. They 
will learn school uniform and 
make them agree with colours, 
they will know how to say what 
they study and be able describe 
their favourite and least favourite 
teachers. The future tense will be 
used to say what job they will do. 

You could describe your 
favourite teacher to your child 
and they translate it into Italian 
using a dictionary. Alternatively 
your child could work on 
www.languagesonline.org.uk  

Half term 
3a 

Holidays 
 (transport, 
holiday 

 The pupils will have to use 
correctly the following: past, 
present and future tenses, 

Monitor your child’s homework 
set by the department and 
encourage them to complete it.  

http://www.moltobene.com/
http://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.moltobene.com/
http://www.italian4fun.eu/
http://www.moltobene.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


 

destinations 
,accommodation, 
holiday 
preferences 

masculine and feminine nouns, 
time expressions, opinions and 
comparatives. 

Half term 
3b 

Shopping 
(fashion, food, 
shops, 
quantities) 

We will be revising colours, 
genders and making adjectival 
agreements. We will be looking at 
the conditional tense, 
demonstrative adjectives,  direct 
and indirect object pronouns 

Help your child learn the 
vocabulary using the 
worksheets on 
www.italian4fun.eu under the 
section” il cibo e bevande” 
 

End of year exam-  exact dates to be confirmed  

Contact details 
  Name: Mrs M Fetta ( Head of Italian) 
  Email: mfe@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.italian4fun.eu/
mailto:mfe@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 GCSE Spanish (AQA Exam Board) 
 
Assessment Criteria:  
100% exam assessed at the end of Year 11, all four skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing are worth 
25% each.   

Expectations of students: 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. Students should complete all the 
work set in class and at home and are expected to learn vocabulary on a weekly basis. 
They should be using www.vocabexpress.com for at least 2 hours a week.  
 

 Topic Title and unit What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

Autumn I Free time - the media 
(television/film/music) 
technology 

Talking about films and 
television programmes, music 
types and social 
media/mobile technology.  
 Use of present, perfect and 
future tenses.  
 

Monitor your child vocabulary 
learning on a weekly basis. You 
could also support them 
working on 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
in Caminos 3 Unidad 11  

Autumn II  
Free time- sports 

 
Talking about sports & 
describing what you used to 
do. 
Understanding different 
tenses and longer texts 
Talking about celebrating 
Christmas 

 
 
Consolidate vocabulary on 
sports and complete exercises 
on ‘Los deportes’ on 
www.linguascope.co.uk 
(intermediate)  

Spring I Home, town, and 
region 

Where you live and describing 
your town 
Saying where places are and 
what you do in town 
 

 You can supervise your child 
working on 
www.vocabexpress.com 
Revising key vocabulary for the 
topic. In addition, pupils can 
work on  
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
in Camino3 Unidad 7 section 
 

Spring II Food & Health Talking about items of 
food/drink & what you 
like/dislike 
Explaining previous health 
habits 
Eating Out- Ordering in a 
restaurant and café 
Healthy/unhealthy living 
 

You could encourage your 
child to work on consolidating 
vocabulary on the topic. You 
could also ask them to 
research a Spanish menu 
online and discuss it-give their 
opinions. 
 

Summer I School 
 

Describing  school and giving 
opinions on school subjects 
and rules . 
 Using complex sentences. 

You could supervise your child 
to complete sections “Camino 
1 Unidad 5” and “Camino 1 
Unidad 13 “on 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Summer II  End of Year Exams- 
Preparation & 
Revision 

Revision of exam skills, key 
structures & tenses 

Students should practise the 
vocabulary learnt in all the 
topics in the year using 
www.vocabexpress.co.uk / 
www.languagesonline.org.uk  
the revision guide/workbook 
to practise their 

http://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.linguascope.co.uk/
http://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.vocabexpress.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


 

listening/reading skills as 
preparation for the exams.  
 

Key dates and what students will be doing: 
End of year exams-Summer 2018  
 

 
Contact details 
 
Name: Miss N Andreou  ( Head of Languages) 
Email: nan@goffs.herts.sch.uk   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nan@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to GCSE Product Design Year 9 2017-18 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Every half term students are assessed using the AQA GCSE Assessment Criteria.  Each Project focuses on 
two specific Assessment Criteria.  Every project assesses students practical skills and ability in a wide range 
of appropriate materials.  Each project has a tracker which outlines the differences between each 
Assessment Criteria and highlights how students can achieve higher grades in each Assessment Criteria.   
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teachers 
comments in their workbooks and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress 
trackers after every assessment period and to complete ALL of the homework set via ‘doddle’ 

Year 9 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Project 1 
4 weeks  
8 lessons  

What is 
product 
design? 

Insight into product design and the design 
process. Students will analyse existing Alessi 
products and learn techniques for research, 
evaluation and communication of their 
ideas. 

Students will receive 4 Home Learning 
tasks- during this Product Design Module. 
Details will be on ‘doddle’ and students 
will be informed. Parents should make 
sure that the work set is printed off and 
completed for submission by the 
deadlines so that it can be included as 
evidence of progress in their child’s 
Product Design Portfolio. 
 

Project 2 
10 weeks  
20 lessons 

Perfume 
bottle 
design and 
packaging  

Students will study different drawing and 
presentation techniques for use in their 
portfolios. They will design fragrance bottles 
and the packaging developing an 
understanding of different target markets. 
They will need to complete research tasks, 
write a design specification, generate design 
ideas, model the idea that best meets the 
Design Specification, test & evaluate the 
model and modify it as appropriate 

Students will receive 10 Home Learning 
tasks- during this Product Design Module. 
Details will be on ‘doddle’ and students 
will be informed. Parents should make 
sure that the work set is printed off and 
completed for submission by the 
deadlines so that it can be included as 
evidence of progress in their child’s 
Product Design Portfolio. 
 

Project 3 
12 weeks  
24 lessons 

Modular 
Storage 

Students will research the Bauhaus and 
modernist design ideals to design a modular 
storage system. The best design will then go 
into production and students will be in 
teams of 4 or 5 each with a specific role in  
the production process. They will then have 
the opportunity to make a high quality 
product which can then be tested and 
evaluated against the original design 
specification. 

Students will receive 12 Home Learning 
tasks- during this Product Design Module.  
Details will be on ‘doddle’ and students 
will be informed. Parents should make 
sure that the work set is printed off and 
completed for submission by the 
deadlines so that it can be included as 
evidence of progress in their child’s 
Product Design Portfolio. 
 

Project 4 
12 weeks  
24 lessons 

Speaker 
with 
electronics 

In this project the students will be 
introduced to PCB’s and electronic circuits 
which they will solder and incorporate into a  
speaker they have designed. They will then 
test evaluate their product against a 
specification and collect  3rd party feedback.  
From the testing and evaluation process 
students will communicate modifications 
they could make to their products. 

Students will receive 12 Home Learning 
tasks- during this Product Design Module.  
Details will be on ‘doddle’ and students 
will be informed. Parents should make 
sure that the work set is printed off and 
completed for submission by the 
deadlines so that it can be included as 
evidence of progress in their child’s 
Product Design Portfolio. 
 

Contact details 
Name: Mrs M Fusco Head of Product Design & Engineering 
Email: mfu@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:mfu@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 Psychology 
 
Assessment Criteria 
The main focus of Year 9 will be centred on the Research Methods section of the Specification (AQA 
Specification). In Year 9 students will cover aspects of the course through looking at Psychological studies. 
They will experience some of these in class and be able to identify how the research was carried out; as 
well as being able to evaluate them. Students will build skills that will enable them to be critical of 
Psychological studies and they will have the opportunity to carry out their own research in school and for 
Home Learning. 
  

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped and prepared for all lessons. They also need to complete all class work and 
home learning tasks to the best of their ability and meet deadlines for home learning tasks. Students on this course 
will be expected to do a great deal during their time outside of lessons; this will include reading of notes, reading 
around the topics covered, and preparing notes prior to lessons when required. Students should read their teachers 
comments in their books and act on the feedback given. 

Year 
9 

Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 

1a 

Research 
Methods and 
Research into 
Psychology – 
Miss Ball 

Students will be learning about the following 
areas in Research Methods: 
 

 Methods of Investigation (methods 
and techniques, hypotheses, 
independent and dependent 
variables, advantages and 
disadvantages of methods of 
investigation) 

 Methods of Control, Data Analysis 
and Data Presentation 

 
Students will also learn how to apply these 
skills to the following research: 
 

 Peterson and Peterson (1959) 

 Murdock (1962) 

 Bartlett (1932) 

 Craik and Lockhart (1972) 

You can support your child by encouraging 
them to read around the areas covered 
throughout the half-term and look at and 
complete past exam questions that can be 
found on the AQA website 
(www.aqa.org.uk). 
 
 
You can encourage your child to write 
revision notes for the areas covered this 
half-term to help them to prepare for the 
end of year test. 
 
 
You can also support your child by 
ensuring their home learning tasks are 
completed. All home learning tasks set in 
lesson will be recorded on 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk 
 
 

Half 
term 

1b 

Research 
Methods and 
Research into 
Psychology – 
Miss Ball 

Students will be learning about the following 
areas in Research Methods: 
 

 Ethical Considerations 

 Dealing with Ethical Issues 
 
 
Students will also learn how to apply these 
skills to the following research: 
 

 Loftus and Palmer (1974) 

 Godden and Baddeley (1975) 

 Argyle (1975) 

 Sackeim (1978) 

 Argyle and Dean (1965) 
 
 

You can support your child by encouraging 
them to read around the areas covered 
throughout the half-term and look at and 
complete past exam questions that can be 
found on the AQA website 
(www.aqa.org.uk). 
 
 
You can encourage your child to write 
revision notes for the areas covered this 
half-term to help them to prepare for the 
end of year test. 
 
 
You can also support your child by 
ensuring their home learning tasks are 
completed. All home learning tasks set in 
lesson will be recorded on 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

 
 

 

www.doddlelearn.co.uk 
 
Your child will get their test back at the 
start of this half-term. It would be very 
useful to go through this with your child 
and look at areas where they performed 
well and areas that need improvement. 

Half 
term 

2a 

Research 
Methods – Miss 
Ball 

Students will be learning about the following 
areas in Research Methods: 
 

 Use of scientific methods and 
techniques (questionnaires and 
interviews) 

 Procedures for each method of 
investigation 

 Advantages and disadvantages of 
each method of investigation 
 

 
 

You can support your child by encouraging 
them to read around the areas covered 
throughout the half-term and look at and 
complete past exam questions that can be 
found on the AQA website 
(www.aqa.org.uk). 
 
 
You can encourage your child to write 
revision notes for the areas covered this 
half-term to help them to prepare for the 
end of year test. 
 
You can also support your child by 
ensuring their home learning tasks are 
completed. All home learning tasks set in 
lesson will be recorded on 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk 
 
Your child will get their test back at the 
start of this half-term. It would be very 
useful to go through this with your child 
and look at areas where they performed 
well and areas that need improvement. 
 

Half 
term 

2b 

Research 
Methods – Miss 
Ball 

Students will be learning about the following 
areas in Research Methods: 
 

 Use of scientific methods and 
techniques (observations and case 
studies) 

 Procedures for each method of 
investigation 

 Advantages and disadvantages of 
each method of investigation 

 Target populations, samples and 
sampling methods 

 Correlation 

 Calculations (mean, mode, median, 
range and percentages) 

 Graphical representations (bar charts 
and scatter graphs) 

 Ethical issues in psychological 
research 

 Ways of dealing with ethical issues 
 
 
 

You can support your child by encouraging 
them to read around the areas covered 
throughout the half-term and look at and 
complete past exam questions that can be 
found on the AQA website 
(www.aqa.org.uk). 
 
You can encourage your child to write 
revision notes for the areas covered this 
half-term to help them to prepare for the 
end of year test. 
 
You can also support your child by 
ensuring their home learning tasks are 
completed. All home learning tasks set in 
lesson will be recorded on 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk 
 
Your child will get their test back at the 
start of this half-term. It would be very 
useful to go through this with your child 
and look at areas where they performed 
well and areas that need improvement. 
 
 

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/


 

Half 
term 

3a 

Applying 
Research 
Methods into 
Psychological 
Research – Miss 
Ball 

Students will also learn how to apply these 
skills learned in term 2 to the following 
research: 
 

 Young (1959) 

 Barker (1941) 

 Bandura et al (1963) 

 Watson and Rayner (1920) 

You can support your child by encouraging 
them to read around the areas covered 
throughout the half-term and look at and 
complete past exam questions that can be 
found on the AQA website 
(www.aqa.org.uk). 
 
You can encourage your child to write 
revision notes for the areas covered this 
half-term to help them to prepare for the 
end of year test. 
 
You can also support your child by 
ensuring their home learning tasks are 
completed. All home learning tasks set in 
lesson will be recorded on 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk 
 
Your child will get their test back at the 
start of this half-term. It would be very 
useful to go through this with your child 
and look at areas where they performed 
well and areas that need improvement. 
 

Half 
term 

3b 

Revision – Miss 
Ball 

Case studies – analysing research studies of 
individuals and linking to previous exam 
content 
 
 
Students will be revising all of the Research 
Methods covered this year (linking to 
Psychological Research) to prepare for the 
end of year test 
 
 
Students will cover a number of key studies 
that will be explored further in Year 10 and 11 

You can support your child by encouraging 
them to read around the areas covered 
throughout the half-term and look at and 
complete past exam questions that can be 
found on the AQA website 
(www.aqa.org.uk). 
 
You can encourage and support your child 
in organising a revision timetable to 
prepare for the end of Year test; and 
getting them to stick to it.  
 
You can also support your child by 
ensuring their home learning tasks are 
completed. All home learning tasks set in 
lesson will be recorded on 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk 
 
Your child will get their test back at the 
start of this half-term. It would be very 
useful to go through this with your child 
and look at areas where they performed 
well and areas that need improvement. 
 

 
Contact details 
Name:  Mr K White - Head of Psychology 
Email: kwh@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
Name:  Miss C Ball – Teacher of Psychology 
Email: cba@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
mailto:kwh@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:cba@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 RS – Philosophy & Ethics 
 
Assessment Criteria 
At the end of every unit students are assessed using the AQA GCSE Spec A assessment criteria. This will be a 
written assessment including a mixture of explanations and evaluations. Students will re-sit if they are 
below target. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teacher’s 
comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracker in 
the front of their folders after every assessment. All home learning must be completed.  

Year 9 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Topic 1 The Key 
Teachings 
& Beliefs 
of 
Christianit
y 

In this topic students will be aware of religious 
beliefs and teachings of the Christian faith. They  
should be aware of the implications of these on 
the way in which Christians see and interact with 
the world around them. Specific study areas will 
include: 
Christian ideas about the power and nature of 
God; 
Different beliefs on the creation of the world;; 
The main beliefs concerning the afterlife, 
including; 
Resurrection, Judgement, Heaven and Hell; 
The birth of Jesus and his role as the son of God. 
In particular the concept of incarnation – God 
made human; 
The importance of the Crucifixion, Resurrection 
and ascension of Jesus; 
The role of Sin (including original sin), 
Atonement, Grace and salvation through Christ 
in the way Christians believe life should be lived. 
 

Students will be asked to learn about and 
understand why these beliefs are so 
important to Christians, as well as how 
these influence the decisions they make in 
choosing how to live their lives. Whilst 
you may or may not be religious yourself, 
it would be useful to your child if you 
could discuss these teachings at home: 
Perhaps even debate why people may or 
may not choose to believe in them.  
You and your child could also visit tourist 
attractions like St. Pauls or Westminster 
Cathedrals in London. More locally St. 
Albans Cathedral runs a series of free 
guided tours, workshops and heritage 
open days throughout the year. More 
details can be found on their ‘What’s On’ 
page here:  
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/whats
on/ 
Your local churches are also a good 
potential source of information. This BBC 
link is also a good and easy to navigate 
place for further reading:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/c
hristianity/ 
 

Topic 2 The Key 
Teachings 
& Beliefs 
of 
Buddhism 

Within this topic students will learn about the 
religious beliefs and teachings of the Buddhist  
faith. They will become aware of the implications 
of these on the way in which Buddhists see and 
interact with the world around them. Specific 
study areas shall include: 
The concept of Dhamma (Dharma), and the 
concept of dependent arising 
(paticcasamupada). 
The Three Marks of Existence, including: 
impermanence (anicca), no fixed self (anatta) 
and unsatisfactoriness of life, for instance: 
suffering (dukkha). 
The human personality, in the Theravada and 
Mahayana traditions. Including: the Five 
Aggregates (skandhas) of form, sensation, 
perception, mental formations, consciousness 

Students will be asked to learn about and 
understand why these concepts are so 
important to Buddhists, as well as how 
these influence the manner in which they 
live their lives. Whilst you may not have 
much (or any) knowledge of buddhism 
yourself, it would be useful to your child if 
you could discuss these ideas at home: 
How are they similar and yet different to 
Christian ideas? If you believed in the 
same thing would it change some things in 
your life? You and your child could also 
visit Amaravati, a Buddhist monastery of 
monks and nuns near Hemel Hempstead 
(http://www.amaravati.org/) or learn 
more about meditation at the Hertford 
Buddhist Sangha (community)  

https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/whatson/
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/whatson/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.amaravati.org/


 

for Theravada, and: sunyata, the possibility of 
attaining Buddhahood and Buddha-nature for 
Mahayana. 
Human destiny, including: Different ideals in 
Theravada and Mahayana traditions: Arhat (a 
‘perfected person’) and Bodhisattva ideals as 
well as Buddhahood and the ‘Pure Land’. 
The Buddha’s life and its significance, which will 
cover: The birth of the Buddha and his life of 
luxury, the Four Sights: illness, old age, death, 
and a holy man,  the Buddha’s ascetic life and 
finally the Buddha’s Enlightenment. 
The Four Noble Truths, including: Suffering 
(dukkha) , different types of suffering, the causes 
of suffering (samudaya); the Three Poisons, 
ignorance, greed and hate, the end of craving 
(tanha), interpretations of nibbana (nirvana) and 
Enlightenment. 
The Eightfold Path to Nirvana; including:  The 
Threefold Way: (ethics, meditation and wisdom). 

(http://www.buddhismandmeditation.co.
uk/hertford) 
Further reading can also be found on the 
BBC link here: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/b
uddhism/ 
 

Topic 3 The 
Beginning 
of the 
Universe, 
The 
Environme
nt and 
Animal 
Life. 

Students will study religious, philosophical and 
ethical arguments, relating to the following 
issues and their impact and influence in the 
modern world. They should be aware of 
contrasting perspectives in contemporary British 
society on all of these issues:  
The origins of the universe, including: religious 
teachings about the origins of the universe, and 
different interpretations of these. 
The relationship between scientific views, such 
as the Big Bang theory, and religious views. 
The value of the world and the duty of human 
beings to protect it, including religious teaching 
(like the concepts of stewardship, dominion, 
responsibility, awe and wonder). 
The use and abuse of the environment, including 
the use of natural resources and pollution. 
The use and abuse of animals, including animal 
experimentation and the use of animals for food. 
Students must be able to explain different 
beliefs on these issues from the main religious 
tradition in Britain (Christianity) and one or more 
other religions. 
 

Encourage your child to watch 
documentaries such as the BBC’s Africa 
National Geographic has some very useful 
information about the animals that are 
endangered. 
See also: http://www.wwf.org/   
& http://www.rspca.org.uk/home 
& http://goffsrs.com/aqa-gcse-revision-
2/aqa-gcse-revision-unit-2-full-course-
only/topic-1-religion-and-animals/ 

Topic 4 Human 
Life: How it 
began, 
Value, 
Death, 
Abortion & 
Euthanasia. 

Students will study religious, philosophical and 
ethical arguments, relating to the following 
issues and their impact and influence in the 
modern world. They should be aware of 
contrasting perspectives in contemporary British 
society on all of these issues:  
The beginning of human life, including: Religious 
teachings about the origins of human life, and 
different interpretations of these. As well as the 
relationship between scientific views, such as 
evolution, and religious views. 
The concepts of sanctity of life and the quality of 
life. 

You can help support your child by 
discussing events in the nation 
newspapers or as reported by the 
websites below. 
 
Websites: http://goffsrs.com/key-stage-
4/aqa-unit-3-matters-of-life/ 
 
http://www.bionews.org.uk/home 
 
 
 
Both topics 3 and 4 contain subjects it 

http://www.buddhismandmeditation.co.uk/hertford
http://www.buddhismandmeditation.co.uk/hertford
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.wwf.org/
http://www.rspca.org.uk/home
http://goffsrs.com/aqa-gcse-revision-2/aqa-gcse-revision-unit-2-full-course-only/topic-1-religion-and-animals/
http://goffsrs.com/aqa-gcse-revision-2/aqa-gcse-revision-unit-2-full-course-only/topic-1-religion-and-animals/
http://goffsrs.com/aqa-gcse-revision-2/aqa-gcse-revision-unit-2-full-course-only/topic-1-religion-and-animals/
http://goffsrs.com/key-stage-4/aqa-unit-3-matters-of-life/
http://goffsrs.com/key-stage-4/aqa-unit-3-matters-of-life/
http://www.bionews.org.uk/home


 

Abortion, including situations when the mother's 
life is at risk. 
Ethical arguments related to abortion, including 
those based on the sanctity of life and quality of 
life. 
Euthanasia. 
Beliefs about death and an afterlife, and their 
impact on beliefs about the value of human life. 
Students must be able to explain different 
beliefs on these issues from the main religious 
tradition in Britain (Christianity) and one or more 
other religions. 

would be useful for students to discuss 
with other family members and friends to 
get a broad cross-section of different 
views and help provoke their own 
independent thinking and consideration 
of these issues outside of formal lesson 
time. 

There will be no exams in Year 9, but students will sit a written exam in class at the end of each unit. The actual exams 
are at the end of Year 11. 

Contact details: Daniel Chichester-Miles    Email: dch@goffs.herts.sch.uk  Twitter: @goffsRS  Website: 
www.goffsrs.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dch@goffs.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/
http://www.goffsrs.com/


 

Year 9 Guide to GCSE AQA Science 2017-2018 
 

Expectations of students  
 

 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 
1a 

B1 Cell structure 
and transport 
C1 Atomic 
structure 
C2 The periodic 
table 
P8 Forces in 
balance 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Microscopes 
Animal and plant cells 
Eukaryotic and prokaryotic cells 
Diffusion and osmosis 
Specialised cells 
Active transport 
Atoms, elements and compounds 
Separating mixtures 
Structure of the periodic table 
Group 1 and 7 reactions 
Transition elements 
Lever and gears (Triple only) 
Forces 
Moments (Triple only) 

Doddle 
Students have access to interactive 
activities, tests and quizzes: 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk  
 
Kerboodle: www.kerboodle.com 
Students have logins, allowing them to 
access the course textbook and linked 
resources/revision materials. Resources 
include: videos/animations, interactive 
activities, example assessment materials, 
required practical worksheets, and 
‘Bump up your grade’ materials. 
 
BBC Bitesize 
On BBC bitesize, students have access to 
key information on each topic, video 
clips and tests. 
Biology  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subject
s/z9ddmp3 
Chemistry  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subject
s/zs6hvcw 
Physics 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subject
s/zpm6fg8  
 
Youtube 
MyGCSE Science and FuseSchool 
channels provide a wealth of video clips 
on youtube. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSE
science/videos  
https://www.youtube.com/results?searc
h_query=mygcsescience 
https://www.youtube.com/user/virtuals
chooluk/videos  
https://www.youtube.com/results?searc
h_query=fuse+school  
 
AQA 
Assessment resources (exam papers and 
mark schemes) can be found on the AQA 
website for Triple and Combined Science 
(Trilogy) 
Combined 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-
8464/assessment-resources  

Half 
term 
1b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B2 Cell division 
B3 Organisation 
and the 
digestive system 
C3 Structure 
and bonding 
P2 Energy 
transfer by 
heating 
P3 Energy 
resources 

Cell division 
Growth and differentiation 
Stem cells 
Tissues and organs 
Digestive system 
Enzyme action 
Ions and giant ionic structures 
Covalent bonding 
Metallic bonding 
Fullerenes and grapheme 
Nanoparticles (Triple only) 
Conduction 
Infrared radiation (Triple only) 
Specific heat capacity 
Energy from wind and water 
Power from the Sun and the 
Earth 

Half 
term 
2a 

B4 Organisation 
animals and 
plants  
C4 Chemical 
calculations 
P4 Electric 
circuits 
P5 Electricity in 
the home 
 

Blood  
Heart 
Breathing and gas exchange 
Tissues and organs 
Evaporation and transpiration 
Conservation of mass 
Calculating moles and Mr 
Reacting masses and limiting 
reagent 
Percentage yield (Triple only) 
Concentration 
Titrations and calculations (Triple 
only) 
Electric charges and fields (Triple 
only) 
Current and charge 
Potential difference and 
resistance 
Series and parallel circuits 

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
http://www.kerboodle.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z9ddmp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z9ddmp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zs6hvcw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zs6hvcw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpm6fg8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpm6fg8
https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience/videos
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mygcsescience
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mygcsescience
https://www.youtube.com/user/virtualschooluk/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/virtualschooluk/videos
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=fuse+school
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=fuse+school
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources


 

 
Contact details 
Mr Albone (Head of Department)           Mr Hopwood (Director of KS4) 
Email: Tal@goffs.herts.sch.uk                  Email: Aho@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 

Alternating current 
Cables and plugs 
Efficiency 

Biology 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-
resources  
Chemistry 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-
resources  
Physics 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-
resources  
 
Specifications can also be found on the 
AQA website. These provide information 
on the subject content that is assessed. 
Combined 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-
8464/specification-at-a-glance  
Biology 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
/gcse/biology-8461/specification-at-a-
glance  
Chemistry 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification-at-a-
glance  
Physics 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
/gcse/physics-8463/specification-at-a-
glance  
 
 

Half 
term 
2b 

B5 Communicable 
diseases  
C5 Chemical 
changes 
P6 Molecules and 
matter 

Health and disease 
Pathogens 
Growing bacteria in the lab (Triple 
only) 
Plant diseases (Triple only) 
Viral and bacterial diseases 
Diseases caused by fungi and protists 
Human defence responses 
The reactivity series 
Displacement reactions 
Extracting metals 
Neutralisation 
Acids 
Making salts 
Density 
States of matter 
Changes of state 
Gas pressure and temperature 
Gas pressure and temperature 
(Triple only) 

Half 
term 
3a 

B6 Preventing 
and curing 
disease 
C6 Electrolysis 
C7 Energy 
changes 
P7 Radioactivity 
 

Vaccination 
Antibiotics and painkillers 
Discovering and developing drugs 
Monoclonal antibodies (Triple only) 
Changes at the electrode in 
electrolysis 
Molten ionic compounds 
Aqueous solutions 
Endo- and exothermic reactions 
Bond energy 
Discovery of the nucleus 
Nuclear radiation –alpha, beta, 
gamma 
Half-life 
Nuclear fission and fusion (Triple 
only) 

Half 
term 
3b 

B7 Non-
communicable 
diseases 
B8 
Photosynthesis 
(Combined only) 
C8 Rates and 
equilibrium 
P1Conservation 
and dissipation of 
energy 
P9 Motion 

Cancer 
Smoking and disease 
Alcohol and other carcinogens 
Diet, exercise and disease 
Photosynthesis (Combined only) 
How plants use glucose (Combined 
only) 
Factors affecting the rate of reaction 
Dynamic equilibrium 
Conservation of energy 
Energy and work 
Gravitational potential energy 
Kinetic and elastic energy 

 

Useful  information 

mailto:Tal@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:Aho@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
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http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources
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http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/specification-at-a-glance
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http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification-at-a-glance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification-at-a-glance
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Your guide to Year 9 Textiles 
 

Assessment criteria 
Every half term students are assessed using AQA; Technical Award Fashion & Textiles grade descriptors and 
criteria. Students can use their project planners and assessment trackers in order to make progress towards 
their aspirational target grades. 
 

Topic title and unit What students will be learning What will they need? 

Personalised planner cover 
(A5) 

Students will be using computerized 
sewing machines and a variety of 
construction techniques to create a 
personalized planner cover. 

£15 subs money to cover the cost 
of materials for 2 projects 
A3 portfolio 
A3 card for presenting work 
(optional) 

Skills project  Tie dye, batik, block printing, 
dye sublimation 

 Beading, sequins, shisha 
mirrors, applique, hand 
embroidery, machine 
embroidery, quilting, 
patchwork 

 Gathers, tucks, folds, pleats & 
darts 

 Seams: Open, overlocked, 
curved, French, fell, top- 
stitched 

 Zips, buttons & buttonholes, 
hook & eyes, eyelets, Velcro, 
buckles 

 Hems, cuffs, bindings, piping 

 Pockets: Patch, with flap, 
gusseted, zipped 

 

 

End of module test Students will present their best 3 skills 
& complete a design based exam 
question which will form the basis of 
their report 

Sketch book to practice their 
designing skills 

Unit 1 (worth 30% of the 
course) 

Using their knowledge of decorative & 
technical skills students will design & 
make a cushion cover. They will 
create their own pattern make a high 
quality product which will be 
submitted towards their final grade. 

Fabric & components for their 
cushion cover 
A3 portfolio 
A3 card for presenting work 
(optional) 

 
GCSE course outline 
Year 9- 3 projects (as outlined above) 
 
Year 10- ICU: Unit 2 (worth 30%) 
 
Year 11- Preparation for the theory exam (worth 40%) 
 
Contact details 
Mrs L.J. Abazi  
lcl@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 



 

Your Guide to AQA GCSE Economics – How Markets Work 
 
Assessment Criteria: 100% examined  
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 

Section A: 10 multiple choice questions followed by a range of calculation, short and extended response 
questions. 

Section B: five questions involving a mix of calculations, short and extended responses. 

 

Expectations of students:  
Students will require a ring bound A4 folder, pen, pencil, ruler and calculator as a minimum. 
Students must read their teachers comments in their books/folders and act on the feedback given. 
Students are expected to complete their progress tracking in the front of their books/folders after every 
assessment. 
Attend all lessons and revision sessions 

Year 9 Topic Title and unit What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child 

Half 
term 
Autumn 
1 

- Needs and wants 

- The central purpose 
of economic activity 

- The key economic 
decisions 

- The factors of 
production 

- The main economic 
groups 

- The basic economic 
problem 

- Costs and benefits 
of economic 
choices, including 
opportunity costs 

 

- the difference between a 
need and a want, and how 
these can change over 
time 

- the central purpose of 
economic activity is the 
production of goods and 
services to satisfy needs 
and wants 

- -the key economic 
decisions are: what to 
produce, how to produce, 
and who is to benefit 
from the goods and 
services produced 

- -consumers, producers 
and government are the 
main economic groups 

- -the interactions between 
the main economic 
groups. 

- understand the nature of 
an economic resource 

- identify and understand 
examples of the four 
factors of production 
(land, labour, capital and 
enterprise) and the 
reward accrued to each. 

- how and why choices are 
made, and how costs and 
benefits can be weighed 
up to make a choice 

- The concept of 
opportunity cost in the 
context of economic 
activity. 

- Discuss with your child the 
differences between needs and 
wants  

- Ensure the concept of 
opportunity cost is fully 
understood 

- Discuss using real life examples 
how decisions are made using 
costs and benefits. 

- Look at the lives of successful 
entrepreneurs and how they 
gained success in the field of 
enterprise. 

- Look at successful businesses 
and how they operate nationally 
and internationally 

- Speak to family and friends who 
have started their own business 
Ensure home learning is 
completed. 
 



 

Half 
term 
Autumn 
2 

Markets 

Allocation of resources 

Factor and product 
markets 

Primary, secondary and 
tertiary sectors 

Goods and services 

The benefits of 
specialisation and 
division of labour and 
exchange 

The costs of 
specialisation and 
division of labour and 
exchange 

 

a market is an opportunity for 
buyers and sellers to interact 
in order to establish price 

the role of markets in 
allocating scarce resources 

the difference between factor 
and product markets. 

the meaning of primary, 
secondary and tertiary sectors 
and their relative sizes in the 
UK 

the difference between a 
good and a service. 

the meaning of specialisation 
and the division of labour 

how and why individuals and 
producers specialise 

the costs and benefits 
associated with the division of 
labour, both to the worker 
and the firm 

 

 

- Encourage your child to watch 
the news and read relevant 
news articles surrounding 
economic growth, 
unemployment and trade 
situation. 

- Figures are announced on a 
monthly or quarterly basis. 
Discuss these and any 
implications with your son or 
daughter. 

 

- Read/watch relevant news 
articles about the impact of 
unemployment 

- Discuss your own working life 
with your child 

a. How has ICT 
changed the way 
you work? 

b. How are you paid? 
 
 

Half 
term 
Spring 
term 1-
2 
 

- The factors which 
determine the 
demand for a good 
or service 

- Causes of changes 
in demand 

- The demand curve 

- The factors which 
determine the 
supply of a good or 
service 

- Causes of changes 
in supply 

- The supply curve 

- How equilibrium 
price is determined 
by supply and 
demand 

- How markets supply 
and demand 
diagrams can 
illustrate a 
producer's revenue 

 

- what is meant by the 
demand for a good or 
service 

- the factors which 
influence demand 

- how to construct an 
individual demand curve 
from consumer data 

- the difference between 
shifts of, and movements 
along, the demand curve 

- what is meant by the 
supply of a good or 
service 

- the factors which 
influence supply 

- how to construct an 
individual firm's supply 
curve from production 
data 

- the difference between 
shifts of, and movements 
along, the supply curve. 

- how the interaction 
between supply and 
demand determines 
equilibrium price using a 
supply and demand 
diagram 

- why excess demand and 
excess supply can lead to 

- Ask you child to compare 
products in the house that you 
all have but are different 
brands. For example; mobile 
phone. What makes all of them 
different? 

 

- Ask your child to look goods and 
services and how they are 
priced differently at different 
times of the year (Examples 
include the price of games and 
game consoles before and after 
Christmas/ The price of 
Chocolates before and after 
Esater)? 



 

changes in price 

- how to use supply and 
demand diagrams to 
understand the impact of 
changes in equilibrium 
market prices 

- how demand and supply 
curves can be applied to a 
variety of real-world 
markets 

- how to demonstrate 
revenue on a demand and 
supply diagram. 

Half 
Term 
Summer 
term 1  
 

- Complements and 
substitutes 

- How changes in a 
particular market 
are likely to affect 
other markets 

- Price elasticity of 
demand 

- Factors affecting 
price elasticity of 
demand 

- Measuring price 
elasticity of demand 

- Price elasticity of 
supply 

- Factors affecting 
price elasticity of 
supply 

- Measuring price 
elasticity of supply 

 

 

- the meaning of 
complementary and 
substitute goods 

- the impact of changes in 
demand, supply and price 
in one market on other 
related markets. 

- that changes in price 
don't always cause 
equivalent changes in 
demand 

- the factors that affect 
price elasticity of demand 

- the difference between 
price elastic demand and 
price inelastic demand 

- that price elasticity of 
demand is measured as 
the percentage change in 
quantity demanded, 
divided by the percentage 
change in price and be 
able to perform 
calculations from given 
data 

- the implications of price 
elasticity of demand for 
producers and consumers. 

- that changes in price 
don’t always cause 
equivalent changes in 
supply 

- the factors that affect 
price elasticity of supply 

- the difference between 
price elastic supply and 
price inelastic supply 

- that price elasticity of 
supply is measured as the 
percentage change in 
quantity supplied, divided 
by the percentage change 

- Encourage your child to 
research substitutes and 
complimentary goods/services 
for the products that are used in 
the house. They should research 
into these products to see if 
they really are different from 
one another (substitute 
goods/services) or if they need 
to be used with a particular 
product (complementary 
goods/services). 

 

- Please ensure your child is clear 
with all the definitions and 
calculations that will be 
introduced in this topic. 



 

in price and be able to 
perform calculations from 
given data 

- the implications of price 
elasticity of supply for 
producers and consumers. 

 

Half 
term 
Summer 
term 2 

- -Business objectives 

- -Types of costs 

- -Types of revenue 

- -Profit 

- -The importance of 
cost, revenue and 
profit for producers 

- -Moral and ethical 
considerations 

- -The meaning and 
importance of 
productivity 

- -The factors that 
influence 
productivity 

- -The meaning of 
economies of scale 

- -Types of economies 
of scale 

- -Diseconomies of 
scale 

 

- -Identifying market 
structures 

- -The main 
characteristics of a 
competitive market 

- -The impact of 
competitive 
markets on price 
and choice 

- -The economic 
impact of 
competition on 
producers and 
consumers 

- -The main 
characteristics of a 
non-competitive 
market 

- -The impact of non-
competitive 
markets on price 
and choice 

- -Monopoly and 
oligopoly 

- -Business objectives, 
including profit, sales 
growth and increasing 
market share 

- -how to identify and 
calculate Total and 
Average, Fixed and 
Variable costs 

- -how to identify and 
calculate Total and 
Average Revenues 

- that total revenue – total 
costs = profit, and that a 
firm may aim to increase 
its profits by reducing 
average costs and/or 
increasing revenues 

- -that higher prices imply 
higher profits and that 
this will provide the 
incentive for producers to 
expand production 

- -that the motivations of 
producers may conflict 
with ethical and moral 
interests. 

- -economies of scale as the 
effect on average costs of 
a rise in production 

- -the implications and 
effects of economies of 
scale on business 
behaviour 

- -the costs and benefits of 
growth for a business 

- -the different types of 
economy of scale, 
including managerial, 
purchasing, financial, 
technical and risk-bearing 

- -what is meant by 
diseconomies of scale. 

- -that there is a range of 
market structures 

- -factors such as the 
number of producers, the 
degree of product 
differentiation and ease 

- Encourage your child to conduct 
a research on oligopolies like 
Tesco and Sainsbury and 
monopolies like Windows and 
Facebook. They should research 
on why these market structures 
are considered uncompetitive 
and what are the benefits and 
drawbacks to customers and 
businesses. 

- Research the profit and revenue 
of 5 of the largest British firms. 

- Research the profit and revenue 
of 5 of the largest Global firms. 



 

 of entry as being used to 
distinguish between 
different market 
structures. 

- -what is meant by a 
competitive market 

- -how producers operate 
in a competitive market 

- -the economic impact of 
competition on 
consumers, producers and 
workers 

- -why profits are likely to 
be lower in a competitive 
market than one that is 
dominated by a small 
number of producers. 

- -what is meant by a non-
competitive market 

- -how producers operate 
in a non-competitive 
market 

- -the meaning of 
monopoly 

- -the meaning of oligopoly 

- -the causes and 
consequences of 
monopolistic and 
oligopolistic power. 

Half-termly assessments 
 

Useful  information 
www.tutor2u.net  - useful website with additional material to support the learning taking place in the 
classroom. 
Other useful websites – www.bbc.co.uk/news ; 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/gcse/economics-8136/subject-content/how-markets-work 
 

 
 
Contact details 
 
Name: Mrs A Camacho 
Email: aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tutor2u.net/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/gcse/economics-8136/subject-content/how-markets-work
mailto:aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 Edexcel GCSE Business Studies  
 
Assessment Criteria: 100% Examined 
 

Expectations: 

Students will require a ring bound A4 folder, pen, pencil, ruler and calculator as a 
minimum. 
Students must read their teachers comments in their books/folders and act on the 
feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracking in the front 
of their books/folders after every assessment. Attend all lessons and revision sessions. 
Homework is to be completed and submitted on time. 

Year 9 Topic Title and unit 
What students will be 

learning 
How you can specifically help 

your child 

Half term 
Autumn 1 

Unit 1.1   spotting 
a business 
opportunity 

 

What is a business? 

Understanding customer 
needs. 

Analysing customers. 

Analysing competitors. 

Adding value. 

The options available in 
starting up a business. 

 Use Business 
studiesonline.co.uk 

 Use BBC bitesize unit 
tests 

 Reinforce basic 
accounting with 
students at home 
using home learning 

 Speak to family and 
friends who have 
started their own 
business 

 Ensure home learning 
is completed. 

Half term 
Autumn 2 

 Unit 1.2   showing 
enterprise 
 

What is enterprise? 

Being creative and 
enterprising. 

Invention and innovation. 

Calculated risk. 

Enterprise skills. 

Half term 
Spring 
term 1 

 

Unit 1.3   putting a 
business idea into 
practice 
 

Business objectives. 

Entrepreneur qualities 

Costs and revenues. 

Forecasting cash flow 

Obtaining finance. 

Half term 
Spring 
term 2 

 

Unit 1.4   making 
the start-up 
effective 

 

Customer focus and 
marketing mix. 

Limited liability. 

Start-up, legal and tax 
issues. 

Customer satisfaction. 

Recruitment. 

 Use Business 
studiesonline.co.uk 

 Use BBC bitesize unit 
tests.  

 Watch interview 
process of 
apprentice. 

 

Half term 
Summer 
term 1-2  

  Unit 1.5   
understanding   the 
economic context. 

Demand and supply. 

Interest rates. 

Exchange rates. 

Business cycle. 

Stakeholders. 

 Take your child to the 
bank and help them 
to identify the 
borrowing interest 
rate for loans, 
overdrafts and 
mortgages.  

 Revision of unit 1 

Half-termly assessments 
 

 
Contact details 
Name: Mrs A Camacho  
Email: aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your guide to Year 9 Edexcel BTEC First Award in Business Studies 
 

Assessment Criteria: 75% Coursework & 25% Examined 
 

Expectations: 

Student must attend all lessons and be punctual. Students must be fully equipped with all essential 
stationary including a calculator, their planner and a USB stick to save work completed on the School PC’s. 
Students will be informed of deadlines in advance and this must be adhered to. Any work submitted after 
a given deadline and that a prior arrangement with their teacher has not been made for a late submission 
will unfortunately fail the task. This may lead to a failure of the course and therefore all deadlines must 
be met. 

Year 9 Unit title 
Assignment 

title 
What student will be learning How you can specifically help your child. 

Half term 
Autumn 1 

Unit 4: 
Principles of 

customer 
service 

What is 
customer 
service? 

In this unit your child will 
develop and broaden their 
understanding of customer 
needs and expectations and 
be given the opportunity to 
examine a wide range of 
different types of internal and 
external customers. Your child 
will investigate into internal 
policies and procedures. Your 
child will have the opportunity 
to develop your 
understanding of importance 
of delivering consistence and 
reliable customer services 
through the development of 
your customer service skills.  

Encourage your child to watch BBC 
watchdog and BBC don’t get screwed. 
This can be found on BBC iPlayer as well. 
These programmes will help your child 
understand customer needs and 
consumer rights.  
Take your child shopping with you 
discuss what was good about the 
experience and what could be improved.  
Browse different company’s customer 
service policies on the internet using the 
company’s websites. 
 
 
 

Half term 
Autumn 2 

 
Half term 

Spring 
term 1 

 

Half term 
Spring 
term 2 

Unit 4: 
Principles of 

customer 
service 

Handling 
customer. 

 
 

Your child will have the 
opportunity to develop your 
understanding of importance 
of delivering consistence and 
reliable customer services. 
 
 
 
 
 

Help your child to create a role play 
delivering good customer service. When 
you take your child shopping let them 
observe a conversation between you 
and an employee. This does not have to 
be a complaint.  
Share your bad experiences with 
companies when they have let you down 
or not met your needs. 

Half term 
Summer 
term 1 

Half term 
Summer 
term 2 

 
Contact details 
Name: Mrs A Camacho  
Email: aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 AQA GCSE Geography 
 
Assessment Criteria –  
Every half term students are assessed using past exam paper questions and GCSE grades (1-9) in 
preparation for GCSE Geography final exams (Paper 1, 2 and 3). These exams (100% of the overall 
Geography grade) will be taken in June 2020. Students will complete a fieldwork data collection in the 
autumn and summer term of 2019. All GCSE topics to be studied are listed below (Year 9 topics in bold) 
 
Paper 1 –Living with the Physical Environment – Challenges of Natural Hazards, Physical Landscapes of the 
UK, Living World 
Paper 2 – Challenges in the Human Environment – Urban Issues and Challenges, Changing Economic World, 
Resource Management  
Paper 3 – Geographical Application – Issue Evaluation, Fieldwork, skills 
 

Expectations of students  
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to complete homework to 
the best of their ability and read the teacher’s comments in their book and act on feedback given using green pen. 
Students are expected to track their progress on the sheet in the front of their book after every assessment.  

Year 9 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 1 

Challenges 
of Natural 
Hazards 
Plate 
tectonics, 
volcanoes 
and 
earthquakes 

The structure of the earth and how this 
relates to different types of plate 
boundaries. They will also learn the 
distribution of tectonic hazards. The 
focus will be on volcanoes and 
earthquakes.  
A case study of two countries of 
contrasting levels of wealth to show 
the primary and secondary effects of, 
and the immediate and long-term 
responses to, a tectonic hazard. 
Reasons why people continue to live in 
areas at risk from tectonic hazards. 
How monitoring, prediction, protection 
and planning can reduce the risks from 
a tectonic hazard. 
 

The BBC and National Geographic websites 
have a range of interesting video clips and 
articles, which you can encourage your child to 
look through. In addition you could encourage 
your child to watch/read the news to keep a 
bank of recent volcanic eruptions to 
demonstrate evidence of wider reading in the 
exam. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programme
s/supervolcano/ 
Encourage your child to watch and read the 
news. There are a range of very helpful 
websites you could encourage your child to 
visit such as 
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map
/  
 

Half 
term 2 

Challenges 
of Natural 
Hazards 
Tropical 
storms, 
Extreme 
weather in 
the UK, and 
Climate 
change 

Global distribution of tropical storms 
(hurricanes, cyclones, typhoons). 
Conditions leading to the formation of 
a tropical storm. The structure and 
features of a tropical storm. How 
climate change might affect the 
distribution, frequency and intensity of 
tropical storms. 
Learning a case study of a tropical 
storm and monitoring, prediction, 
protection and planning can reduce the 
effects. 
Types of weather hazard experienced 
in the UK. An example of a recent 
extreme weather event in the UK.  
Evidence for climate change from the 
beginning of the Quaternary period to 
the present day and managing the 
impacts of climate change 
 

The following is a very helpful website about 
hurricanes: 
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/Year1
1/Managing%20Hazards/Tropical%20storms/t
ropical_storms.htm  
 
Case study: Hurricane Katrina: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americ
as/05/katrina/html/ 
 
Climate change: 
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-
level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20cli
mate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming
%20causes.htm  
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/supervolcano/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/supervolcano/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/Year11/Managing%20Hazards/Tropical%20storms/tropical_storms.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/Year11/Managing%20Hazards/Tropical%20storms/tropical_storms.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/Year11/Managing%20Hazards/Tropical%20storms/tropical_storms.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/05/katrina/html/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/05/katrina/html/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.htm


 

Half 
term 3 

Urban Issues 
and 
Challenges 
Urbanisation 
in different 
parts of the 
world,  

World population growth. The global 
pattern of urban change. Urban trends 
in different parts of the world. Factors 
affecting the rate of urbanisation and 
the emergence of mega-cities. A case 
study of a major city in contrasting 
parts of the world. An example of how 
urban planning is improving the quality 
of life for the urban poor. 

Bitesize is an excellent website for all 
geography topics. Here is link with information 
about urbanisation: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/g
eography/urban_environments/urbanisation_
medcs_rev1.shtml  

Half 
term 4 

Urban Issues 
and 
Challenges 
Urban 
change in UK 
cities and the 
challenges 
and 
sustainability 

Overview of the distribution of 
population and the major cities in the 
UK. 
A case study of a major city in the UK. 
An example of an urban regeneration 
project to show why the area needed 
regeneration and how the project 
improved social, economic and 
environmental conditions.  
Features and an example of sustainable 
urban living 

Case study of regeneration in Birmingham: 
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-
5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.
rackcdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-
hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf  
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geog
raphy/settlement/urban_renewal/revision/2/ 
 
Sustainable living – Curitiba (Brazil): 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/g
eography/sustainability/sustainable_living_rev
4.shtml  
 
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-
level/AQA/Year%2013/World%20Cities/Sustai
nability/Curitiba.htm 
 

Half 
term 5 

The Living 
World 
The study of 
ecosystems, 
tropical 
rainforests 
and hot 
deserts.  

Overview of a range of ecosystems at 
different scales. An example of a small 
scale UK ecosystem to 
illustrate the concept of 
interrelationships within 
a natural system, an understanding of 
producers, consumers, decomposers, 
food chain, food web and nutrient 
cycling. 
 
Tropical rainforest and their distinct 
characteristics, deforestation and it’s 
impacts, and the sustainable 
management of the rainforest.  

Ecosystem revision: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/g
eography/ecosystems/ 
 
Rainforest characteristics and deforestation: 
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/schools/bly
thebridge/GCSEEcosystemTropicalRF.htm 
 
Deforesttion: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography
/places/extreme_environments/revision/6/ 
 
Epping Forest: 
https://handygeography.wordpress.com/gcse/
living-world-revision-materials/epping-forest/ 
 

Half 
term 6 

The Living 
World 
The study of 
ecosystems, 
tropical 
rainforests 
and hot 
deserts. 

The distinct characteristics of hot 
deserts, the development of hot desert 
environments, and the risk of 
desertification.  

General information about the desert 
ecosystem: 
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/e
nvironment/habitats/desert-profile/ 
 
Case Study example: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/g
eography/ecosystems/human_uses_desert_re
v1.shtml 
 

Useful information 
AQA Geography GCSE specification: 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-8035-SP-2016-V1-0.PDF 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/urban_environments/urbanisation_medcs_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/urban_environments/urbanisation_medcs_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/urban_environments/urbanisation_medcs_rev1.shtml
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geography/settlement/urban_renewal/revision/2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geography/settlement/urban_renewal/revision/2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/sustainability/sustainable_living_rev4.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/sustainability/sustainable_living_rev4.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/sustainability/sustainable_living_rev4.shtml
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/World%20Cities/Sustainability/Curitiba.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/World%20Cities/Sustainability/Curitiba.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/World%20Cities/Sustainability/Curitiba.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/schools/blythebridge/GCSEEcosystemTropicalRF.htm
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/schools/blythebridge/GCSEEcosystemTropicalRF.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/places/extreme_environments/revision/6/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/places/extreme_environments/revision/6/
https://handygeography.wordpress.com/gcse/living-world-revision-materials/epping-forest/
https://handygeography.wordpress.com/gcse/living-world-revision-materials/epping-forest/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/desert-profile/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/desert-profile/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/human_uses_desert_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/human_uses_desert_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/human_uses_desert_rev1.shtml
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-8035-SP-2016-V1-0.PDF


 

 
The Geography department recommends a CGP Revision Guide. These will be available to purchase from the 
Geography department for £4. 
http://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Geography-AQA-Revision-Guide/dp/1847623786 
 
Follow the Geography department on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/GoffsGeography 
 
Check the GCSE Geography page on the school website: 
http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/goffsm4/geographygcse.php 
 
Contact details – Jennifer Fleeman – Head of Department – jfl@goffs.herts.sch.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Geography-AQA-Revision-Guide/dp/1847623786
https://twitter.com/GoffsGeography
http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/goffsm4/geographygcse.php
mailto:jfl@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 Edexcel GCSE History (1-9) 

 

Assessment Criteria 

At appropriate stages during the course, students will be assessed using past paper questions and the new 

GCSE gradings of 1-9 (9 being the highest) in preparation for the GCSE History final examinations in the 

summer of Year 11. The exams are worth 100% of the overall grade and are weighted in accordance with 

the unit listings below. All GCSE topics to be studied during the course are listed below: 

 

Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain through Time (1250-Present) 20%; Historical Study on Role of Surgery during 

World War One 10% 

Paper 2 – Early Elizabethan England (1558-1588) 20%; Superpower Relations and Cold War (1941-1991) 

20% 

Paper 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany (1918-1939) 30% 

 

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to read their teachers 

comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracking in 

the back of their books after every assessment. 

Year 10 
Topic Title and 

unit 
What students will be learning 

How you can specifically help your 

child 

Topic 1  

Early 

Elizabethan 

England, 

1558-1588 

Students will study the causes, significance and 

impact of a variety of different events that took 

place during Elizabeth’s reign. Students will be 

evaluating the decisions that Elizabeth made 

during her reign and assessing the impact of 

these decision.  

1. Queen, government and religion – 
Looking at Elizabeth’s problem to 
accession, what was the role of the 
government and its importance and 
understanding. Students will also focus 
on Elizabeth’s religious settlement and 
how that affected England.  

2. Challenges to Elizabeth at home and 
abroad – Students will investigate the 
religious threats Elizabeth faced. 
Students will focus  on her problems 
abroad, specifically the rising tensions 
with Spain. Students will look at the 
Spanish Armada and how her power 
changed in the world.  

3. Elizabethan Society in the Age of 
Exploration, 1558-88 – Students will 
explore what life was like for people of 
Elizabethan England and will focus on 
education and what people did for 
leisure. We will be also investigate 
exploration and the ‘voyages of 
discovery’ and how they increased 
revenue in England. Finally, we will look 
at Sir Walter Raleigh and the success 
and failures of his expeditions in the 
Americas and the impact it had on 

Visit: Hatfield House- Student can visit 

one Elizabeth’s most loved places and 

where she held her first Council of 

State in the Great Hall. Students will be 

able to see the death warrant signed 

for Mary Queen Scots and the changes 

that Elizabeth made to it. 

 

Watch: The Cate Blanchett film 

‘Elizabeth: the Golden Age’ is an 

excellent resource that shows the 

problems of Elizabeth’s religious 

settlement and the increasing tensions 

between Spain and England.  

 

Read: Judith Richard’s book ‘Elizabeth 

I’ gives students a good understanding 

of the problems faced by Elizabeth 

during her reign and how she dealt 

with them.  

The link below explores the reasons for 

an increase in exploration. 

http://tudorexploration.rmg.co.uk/nm

mflash/index.htm  

 

http://tudorexploration.rmg.co.uk/nmmflash/index.htm
http://tudorexploration.rmg.co.uk/nmmflash/index.htm


 

England.  
 

Topic 2  
Medicine 

Through Time 

Students will study how key features in the 

development of medicine were linked with the 

key features of society in Britain in the periods 

studied.  They should develop an understanding 

of the nature and process of change. This will 

involve understanding patterns of change, 

trends and turning points, and the influence of 

factors inhibiting or encouraging change within 

periods and across the theme. The key factors 

are: individuals and institutions (Church and 

government); science and technology; and 

attitudes in society. They should also 

understand how factors worked together to 

bring about particular developments at 

particular times. 

1. Medicine in Medieval England, 1250-
1500 

2. Medicine in the Renaissance, 1500-
1700 

3. Medicine in the 18th and 19th Centuries 
4. Medicine from 1900-present 
5. Britain on the Western Front – 

wounds, treatments and trenches 
 

Visit: Florence Nightingale Museum, 

London. Old Garrett Surgery Museum, 

London. The Belgium-Berlin trip is also 

particularly useful for the surgery 

aspect of the course as we visit field 

hospital and trench sites. 

Watch: Follow/subscribe to Worcester 

Jonny on YouTube – lots of excellent 

videos on each aspect of the course. ‘A 

Bloody History of Surgery’ is an 

excellent documentary series charting 

the key discoveries and developments 

in the transformation of surgery 

Read: www.medicinethroughtime.com 

– lots of excellent resources and links 

to follow 

BBC History magazine regularly 

investigates core MTT topics to stretch 

and challenge pupils 

 

Contact details 

Cheryl Poag, Head of History  - CPo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Nigel Appleyard – Nap@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

David Emmott – Dem@goffs.herts.sch.uk  

Sangeeta Shergill – SSa@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.medicinethroughtime.com/
mailto:CPo@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:Nap@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:Dem@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:SSa@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 Physical Education 
 
Students will be taught in single sex groups of boys and girls, in sets based on ability. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with the correct attire for every lesson, including lessons where they may be 
injured. In this case students will not take an active part in the performance aspect of the lesson but may be required 
to act as a coach or an official. 

Year 9 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Autumn 1 9e/w1 
Table Tennis 
9e/w2 
Fitness 
9e/w3 
Netball 
9e/w4 
Trampolining 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in 
this block. 
In Table Tennis, students will develop skills 
of backhand slice and topspin as well as a 
variety of serves. 
In Fitness, students will gain skills in 
maintaining or improving specific 
attributes such as muscular strength, 
endurance and cardiovascular endurance. 
Students will work on their 
sending/receiving and attacking/defending 
skills in Games activities. 
In Trampolining students will learn a 
variety of movements and will be taught 
the safety requirements involved such as 
“Spotting” and supporting other students. 

Please make sure your child has their kit 
for every lesson. If they are injured 
please send in a note but still bring kit so 
they can be involved in the learning that 
takes place. 
Encourage them to attend a variety of 
after-school sports clubs to maintain and 
improve fitness levels. 
Netball is mostly outside on the courts. 
Additional clothing on the uniform policy 
is advised in cold conditions. 

Autumn 2 9e/w1 
Football 
9e/w2 
Basketball 
9e/w3 
Dance 
9e/w4 
Fitness 

Students will learn how to work in a team 
and build skills such as communication, 
cooperation, and teamwork. 
Students will work on their 
sending/receiving and attacking/defending 
skills in Games activities. 
In Dance, students will create routines and 
learn basic moves. 
In Fitness, students will gain skills in 
maintaining or improving specific 
attributes such as muscular strength, 
endurance and cardiovascular endurance. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 
Football is on the astro where astro 
trainers or moulded boots are advised. 
Additional clothing on the uniform policy 
is advised in cold conditions. 
 
 
 

Spring 1 9e/w1 
Rugby 
9e/w2 
Table Tennis 
9e/w3 
Trampolining 
9e/w4 
Netball 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in 
this block. 
Students will work on their 
sending/receiving and attacking/defending 
skills in Games activities. 
In Table Tennis, students will develop skills 
of backhand slice and topspin as well as a 
variety of serves. 
In Trampolining students will learn a 
variety of movements and will be taught 
the safety requirements involved such as 
“Spotting” and supporting other students. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 
Rugby is on the field, please wear boots. 
A gum shield is necessary.  
Netball is mostly outside on the courts. 
Additional clothing on the uniform policy 
is advised in cold conditions. 
 

Spring 2 9e/w1 
Fitness 
9e/w2 
Ultimate 
Frisbee 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in 
this block. 
In Fitness, students will gain skills in 
maintaining or improving specific 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 
Handball is on the astro where astro 
trainers or moulded boots are advised. 



 

9e/w3 
Basketball 
9e/w4 
Dance 

attributes such as muscular strength, 
endurance and cardiovascular endurance. 
Students will work on their 
sending/receiving and attacking/defending 
skills in Games activities. 
In Dance, students will create routines and 
learn basic moves. 

Additional clothing on the uniform policy 
is advised in cold conditions. 
 

Summer 
1 

9e/w1 
Athletics 
9e/w2 
Rounders 
9e/w3 
Athletics 
9e/w4 
Rounders 

Athletics will involve the teaching of 
running, jumping and throwing events. The 
throwing events will be taught using the 
official equipment and using the relevant 
weight for their age-group. They will be 
taught the techniques for all events and 
how they are scored/measured. 
Rounders will involve the teaching of 
fielding skills and batting. They will be 
taught the scoring system for Rounders. 
 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 

Summer 
2 

9e/w1 
Softball 
9e/w2 
Softball 
9e/w3 
Rounders 
9e/w4 
Tennis 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in 
this block. 
Softball lessons will involve throwing, 
catching using a mit and striking. 
Rounders will involve the teaching of 
fielding skills and batting. They will be 
taught the scoring system for Rounders. 
Tennis will involve the teaching of serving, 
forehand and backhand shots and shots 
close to the net and from a distance. They 
will be taught the scoring system for 
Tennis. 
 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 

 
Contact details 
Name: Mr R. Ashdown 
Email:  ras@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Your Guide to GCSE Physical Education 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Every half term students are assessed on each topic area using Edexcel grade boundaries 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teachers 
comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracker in 
the front of their books after every assessment. 
 

Year 9 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Autumn 
1 

 
1.1 
The 
structure 
and 
functions of 
the 
skeletal 
system 

1.1.1 The functions of the skeleton applied 
to performance in 
physical activities and sports: protection of 
vital organs, 
muscle attachment, joints for movement, 
platelets, red and 
white blood cell production, storage of 
calcium and phosphorus 
1.1.2 Classification of bones: long (leverage), 
short (weight 
bearing), flat (protection, broad surface for 
muscle 
attachment), irregular (protection and 
muscle attachment) 
applied to performance in physical activities 
and sports 
1.1.3 Structure: cranium, clavicle, scapula, 
five regions of the 
vertebral column (cervical, thoracic, lumbar, 
sacrum, coccyx), 
ribs, sternum, humerus, radius, ulna, carpals, 
metacarpals, 
phalanges (in the hand), pelvis, femur, 
patella, tibia, fibula, 
tarsals, metatarsals, phalanges (in the foot), 
and their 
classification and use applied to 
performance in physical 
activities and sports 
1.1.4 Classification of joints: pivot (neck – 
atlas and axis), hinge 
(elbow, knee and ankle), ball and socket (hip 
and shoulder), 
condyloid (wrist), and their impact on the 
range of possible 
movements 
1.1.5 Movement possibilities at joints 
dependant on joint 
classification: flexion, extension, adduction, 
abduction, 
rotation, circumduction, plantar-flexion, 
dorsi-flexion and 
examples of physical activity and sporting 
skills and techniques 
that utilise these movements in different 

Use www.mypeexam.com to research  
 
Major bones that benefit from particular 
types of physical activity 
Femur 
Tibia 
Fibula 
Scapula 
Humerous  
  
Role of skeletal system during physical 
activity 
Function of skeletal system for 
 
• movement,  
• support 
• protection  
 
During physical activity 
ranges of movement at  
 
• hinge joint at elbow and knee,  
• ball and socket joint at shoulder  
 
during physical activity  
• flexion 
• extension,  
• rotation 
• abduction 
• adduction  
 
Importance of weight-bearing exercise, 
walking, running, tennis and aerobics to 
prevent osteoporosis 
 
The potential for injuries such as  
• fractures  
• compound, 
• greenstick 
• simple 
• stress 
 
 Joint injuries such as 
• tennis elbow 
• golfer’s elbow 

http://www.mypeexam.com/


 

sporting contexts 
1.1.6 The role of ligaments and tendons, and 
their relevance to 
participation in physical activity and sport 

• dislocation 
• sprain 
• torn cartilage  
Treatment using common techniques such 
as RICE  
• rest 
• ice 
• compression  
• elevation 
 
 
Diet  
Effect of calcium and vitamin D on bones 

Autumn 
2 

1.1 
The 
structure 
and 
functions of 
the 
muscular 
system 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classification and characteristics of muscle 
types: voluntary 
muscles of the skeletal system, involuntary 
muscles in blood 
vessels, cardiac muscle forming the heart, 
and their roles when 
participating in physical activity and sport 
1.1.8 Location and role of the voluntary 
muscular system to work 
with the skeleton to bring about specific 
movement during 
physical activity and sport, and the specific 
function of each 
muscle (deltoid, biceps, triceps, pectoralis 
major, latissimus 
dorsi, external obliques, hip flexors, gluteus 
maximus, 
quadriceps, hamstrings, gastrocnemius and 
tibialis anterior) 
1.1.9 Antagonistic pairs of muscles (agonist 
and antagonist) to 
create opposing movement at joints to allow 
physical activities 
(e.g. gastrocnemius and tibialis anterior 
acting at the ankle - 
plantar flexion to dorsi flexion; and 
quadriceps and hamstrings 
acting at the knee, biceps and triceps acting 
at the elbow, and 
hip flexors and gluteus maximus acting at 
the hip – all flexion 
to extension) 
1.1.10 Characteristics of fast and slow twitch 
muscle fibre types 
(type I, type IIa and type IIx) and how this 
impacts on their 
use in physical activities 
1.1.11 How the skeletal and muscular 
systems work together to 
allow participation in physical activity and 
sport 

Use www.mypeexam.com  to help 
research  
 
Role of muscular system during physical 
activity 
Major muscle groups that benefit from 
particular types of physical activity  
• deltoid 
• trapezius 
• latissimus dorsi. 
• pectorals  
Major muscle groups that benefit from 
particular types of physical activity 
 
• biceps 
•  triceps. 
• abdominals 
• quadriceps 
• hamstrings. 
• gluteals  
• gastrocnemius  
Role of muscles in movement  
Antagonist and antagonist pairs  
due to injury and inactivity, and their 
treatment using common  
techniques Rest (rest required for 
adaptation to take place, time for 
recovery  
before next exercise session) 
Diet (effects of protein in building and 
repairing muscles) 
Performance enhancing drugs (use of 
steroids to aid muscle building  
and recovery). 
 
 

Spring 1 
& 2 

1.2 
The 
structure 

1.2.2 Structure of the cardiovascular system: 
atria, ventricles, 
septum, tricuspid, bicuspid and semi-lunar 

   
Research into the impact of the following 
using www.mypeexam.com  

http://www.mypeexam.com/
http://www.mypeexam.com/


 

and 
functions of 
the 
cardio-
respiratory 
system 

valves, aorta, vena 
cava, pulmonary artery, pulmonary vein, and 
their role in 
maintaining blood circulation during 
performance in physical 
activity and sport 
1.2.3 Structure of arteries, capillaries and 
veins and how this 
relates to function and importance during 
physical activity and 
sport in terms of blood pressure, 
oxygenated, deoxygenated 
blood and changes due to physical exercise 
1.2.4 The mechanisms required 
(vasoconstriction, vasodilation) 
and the need for redistribution of blood flow 
(vascular 
shunting) during physical activities compared 
to when resting 
1.2.5 Function and importance of red and 
white blood cells, 
platelets and plasma for physical activity and 
sport 
1.2.6 Composition of inhaled and exhaled air 
and the impact of 
physical activity and sport on this 
composition 
1.2.7 Vital capacity and tidal volume, and 
change in tidal volume 
due to physical activity and sport, and the 
reasons that make 
the change in tidal volume necessary 
1.2.8 Location of main components of 
respiratory system (lungs, 
bronchi, bronchioles, alveoli, diaphragm) and 
the role in 
movement of oxygen and carbon dioxide 
into and out of the 
body 
1.2.9 Structure of alveoli to enable gas 
exchange and the process 
of gas exchange to meet the demands of 
varying intensities of 
exercise (aerobic and anaerobic) 
1.2.10 How the cardiovascular and 
respiratory systems work 
together to allow participation in physical 
activity and sport 

 
Rest required for adaptation to take place, 
time for recovery 
before next exercise session 
 
Diet  
Effects on blood pressure and cholesterol 
– HDL and LDL 
 
Recreational drugs  
Effects of alcohol and smoking/nicotine 
on blood 
Pressure 
 
Recreational drugs  
Effects of smoking on the alveoli-gaseous 
exchange). 

Summer 
1 & 2 

1.3 
Anaerobic 
and 
aerobic 
exercise 
 
 
 
1.4 

1.3.1 Energy: the use of glucose and oxygen 
to release energy 
aerobically with the production of carbon 
dioxide and water, 
the impact of insufficient oxygen on energy 
release, the byproduct 
of anaerobic respiration (lactic acid) 
1.3.2 Energy sources: fats as a fuel source for 
aerobic activity, 

Use www.mypeexam.com  to research 
 
Exercise and physical activity 
immediate and short-term effects of 
participation in exercise and 
physical activity  
• increased breathing rate 
• increased depth of breathing 
• oxygen debt Effects of regular 

http://www.mypeexam.com/


 

The short- 
and long 
term 
effects of 
exercise 

carbohydrates as a fuel source for aerobic 
and anaerobic 
acti1. 
1.4.1 Short-term effects of physical activity 
and sport on lactate 
accumulation, muscle fatigue, and the 
relevance of this to the 
player/performer 
1.4.2 Short-term effects of physical activity 
and sport on heart 
rate, stroke volume and cardiac output, and 
the importance of 
this to the player/performer 
4.3 Short-term effects of physical activity 
and sport on depth 
and rate of breathing, and the importance of 
this to the 
player/performer 
1.4.4 How the respiratory and cardiovascular 
systems work 
together to allow participation in, and 
recovery from, physical 
activity and sport: oxygen intake into lungs, 
transfer to blood 
and transport to muscles, and removal of 
carbon dioxide 
1.4.5 Long-term effects of exercise on the 
body systems – 
see 3.4.1–3.4.4 
1.4.6 Interpretation of graphical 
representations of heart rate, 
stroke volume and cardiac output values at 
rest and during 
exercise vity 
 
 

participation in – and long-term effects of 
participation in – exercise and physical 
activity 
 
• increased lung 
• capacity/volume 
• vital capacity 
Effects of regular participation in – and 
long-term effects of 
participation in – exercise and physical 
activity 
 
• Increased size of heart, 
• Effects on blood 
• Pressure  
• Healthy veins and arteries 
 
 Immediate and short-term effects of 
participation in exercise and physical 
activity  
 
• isometric and isotonic 
contractions 
• responses  
• increased fuel/energy demands, 
• lactic acid, muscle fatigue  
Effects of regular participation in  long-
term effects of  
participation in  
 
• exercise and physical activity  
• adaptations  
• increased strength  
• size 
• hypertrophy The potential for 
injuries such as  
• muscle strain 
• muscle atrophy  
Effects of regular participation in – and 
long-term effects of participation in  
exercise and physical activity  
 
• increased bone density  
• strength of ligaments and tendons 
 

 
Contact details 
Name: Mr R. Ashdown 
Email:  ras@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Your Guide to Year 9 BTEC SPORT 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Every half term students are assessed by completing a range of assignments to achieve pass, merit and 
distinction grades. Students will complete work on computers and then print off to be marked. Teachers 
will provide feedback using WWW- what went well, EBI- even better if, NTT- now try this. All students will 
have the opportunity to improve work to achieve the grade available. Each student’s current working level 
will be reported every half term. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with pen, notepad and a memory stick as most work is completed in ICT 
rooms and completed using word, excel and powerpoint. In practical lessons all students should come in appropriate 
PE kit for the activity they are participating in. 
 

Year 9 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 

1a 

Component 1: 
An 
Introduction to 
Sport and the 
Sports Industry 
 
Learning Aim A 

Learning aim A: Investigate the benefits of 
participation in different types of sport  
A.2P1 Describe different types of sports 
participants, giving relevant reasons for the 
types of sports that they could take part in.  
A.2 P2 Describe the physical, psychological 
and social benefits of taking part in sport 
using relevant examples for each benefit.  

 Students can watch at least one 
sporting match/ event a week to 
see the different types of sport 
participation  

 Ensure that your child is attending 
extra-curricular clubs as they will 
be learning the benefits of 
participation  

 

Half 
term 

1b 

Component 1: 
An 
Introduction to 
Sport and the 
Sports Industry 
 
Learning Aim A 

Learning aim A: Investigate the benefits of 
participation in different types of sport  
A.2M1 Explain how participation in different 
sports provides physical, psychological and 
social benefits to different types of 
participants.  
A.2D1 Analyse how participation in different 
sports provides physical, psychological and 
social benefits to different types of 
participants.  
 

 Encourage your child to represent 
the school in at least one sporting 
activity  

 Try to get some experience 
officiating in your PE lessons or at 
extra-curricular sessions 

 

Half 
term 

2a 

Component 1: 
An 
Introduction to 
Sport and the 
Sports Industry 
 
Learning Aim B 
 

Learning Aim B: Investigate how the body 
systems respond to participation in sport  
B.2P3 Collect and use data physiological to 
describe how the cardiorespiratory system 
responds to a sports activity session.  
B.2P4 Collect and use physiological data to 
describe how the skeletomuscular system 
responds to a sports activity session.  

 Ensure that your child is attending 
extra-curricular clubs 

 Encourage your child to attend 
BTEC catch up sessions on Fridays 
afterschool if they are behind with 
your work.   

Half 
term 

2b 

Component 1: 
An 
Introduction to 
Sport and the 
Sports Industry 
 
Learning Aim B 

Learning Aim B: Investigate how the body 
systems respond to participation in sport  
B.2M2 Collect and use physiological data to 
explain how the cardiorespiratory and 
skeletomuscular systems responds to a 
sports activity session.  
B.2D2 Collect and use physiological data to 
analyse how the cardiorespiratory and 
skeletomuscular systems responds to a 
sports activity session.  
 

 Encourage your child to represent 
the school in at least one sporting 
activity 

 Encourage your child to use this 
website for consolidation of their 
learning 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects
/znyb4wx 



 

Half 
term 

3a  

Component 1: 
An 
Introduction to 
Sport and the 
Sports Industry 
 
Learning Aim C 

Learning Aim C: Explore the provision of 
sport and careers in the sports sector  
C.2P5 Carry out research to investigate 
employment opportunities and the benefits 
for a range of job roles when working with 
different sports sector providers.  
C.2P6 Describe funding for sports-related 
initiatives and the purpose of professional 
sporting bodies.  

 Encourage your child to research 
the different jobs available in the 
sports industry.  

 Encourage your child to attend 
BTEC catch up sessions on Fridays 
afterschool if they are behind with 
your work.   

Half 
term 

3b 

Component 1: 
An 
Introduction to 
Sport and the 
Sports Industry 
 
Learning Aim C 

Learning Aim C: Explore the provision of 
sport and careers in the sports sector  
C.2M3 Carry out research to explain how 
funding and professional bodies support 
sporting provision in the different sports 
sector providers, including the benefits and 
disadvantages for people working in each of 
these sectors.  
C.2D3 Carry out research to analyse the 
impact of funding and professional bodies on 
sporting provision in the different sports 
sector providers, including the effects on 
people working in each of these sectors.  
 

 Encourage your child to use this 
useful website to research sports 
funding 

 
https://www.sportengland.org/ 
 
 

 
 
Contact details 
Name: Carla Ball 
Email: cba@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sportengland.org/
mailto:cba@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

Your Guide to Year 9 Music 
 

Year 9 Topics GOFFS MUSIC DEPARTMENT       
(NTa) 

HOW TO HELP AT HOME 

 In Yr9, you will be studying a number 
of topics designed to enrich your 
general musical ability in readiness 
for the GCSE specification to be 
taught next year. 

 

Half term 1 PERFORMANCE (solo+ duet) Purpose 
= Initial assessment of ability/choice 
of instrument etc. 
Developing confidence and 
awareness of exam criteria for 
performing. 
Regular target setting to ensure 
progress. 
Assessment = Performance Logs 
(completed weekly) and recordings. 
Marks and grades awarded using the 
GCSE  marking criteria, with targets 
for improvement set. 

 Encourage your child to 
perform at home. 

 Try to take your child to as 
many live events and 
concerts as possible. 

 Try to help with home 
practise being structured and 
useful. 

 Discuss with them and help 
them  choose pieces to 
perform that are suitable 
etc… 

Half term 2 GENERAL COMPOSITION 
(Introduction to Sibelius Software)  
Purpose = To give a structured 
approach to organising ideas and to 
develop knowledge of musical forms 
and compositional techniques. 
To develop understanding of formal 
music notation. 
Assessment = Composition booklet 
used to mark progress and to give 
regular feedback and targets for 
improvement. 

 Listen to your child’s 
composition exercises and 
encourage. 

 Provide opportunities for a 
wide variety of music to be 
listened to at home. 
 

Half term 3 
 
 
 

ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE and 
COMPOSITION. 

1.  MINIMALISM (“In C”) 
Purpose = To develop confidence in 
improvisation and ensemble skills. To 
introduce concept of Minimalism. 
Assessment = Recordings of whole 
class performances with targets set 
for improvement. 
Content “Listening and Appraising” 
test (Minimalism). 

2.  BLUES (Group composition) 
Purpose = to develop ensemble skills 
and to enhance knowledge of topic. 
Developing improvisation and 
compositional techniques. 
Regular target setting to ensure 
progress. 
Assessment = Recordings of 
performances. Targets set. 
Content “Listening and Appraising” 
test (Jazz and Blues). 

 
 
 

 Encourage your child to listen 
to examples of this genre 
(often set for homework) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Encourage your child to listen 
to examples of this genre 
(often set for homework) 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Half term 4 PERFORMANCE (solo+ duet) Purpose 
= Further assessment of 
ability/choice of instrument etc. 
Developing confidence and 
awareness of exam criteria for 
performing. 
Regular target setting to ensure 
progress. 
Assessment = Performance Logs 
(completed weekly) and recordings. 

 Encourage your child to 
perform at home. 

 Try to take your child to as 
many live events and 
concerts as possible. 

 Try to help with home 
practise being structured and 
useful. 

 Discuss with them and help 
them  choose pieces to 
perform that are suitable 
etc… 

 

Half term 5 INDIAN MUSIC 
Purpose = To introduce topic with 
relevant content and to further 
develop creativity in composition 
and further develop ensemble skills. 
Assessment = Content “Listening and 
Appraising” test (Indian Music). 
Recordings of group performances 
with targets for improvement set. 

 Encourage your child to listen 
to examples of this genre 
(often set for homework) 

 

Half term 6 
 
 
 
 

DANCE MUSIC MODULE 
Purpose = To introduce content 
required for GCSE on the following 
dance forms – Waltz, Samba, Salsa, 
Disco, Line-dancing, Tango, etc.. 
Assessment = Content “Listening and 
Appraising” tests (Various). 
Recordings of composition exercises, 
with targets for improvement set. 

 Encourage your child to listen 
to examples of this genre 
(often set for homework) 

 


