
Your Guide to Year 9 English 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Year 9 is a bridging year for students and all the learning is based on the English GCSE assessments. 

Students are taught the skills they need to be successful at this level and consequently all 

assessments are marked using GCSE criteria. All work will be carried out under controlled conditions. 

Prior to each assessment, students will be given the marksheets which outline the differences 

between each level and explains how students can progress between levels. 

 

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to read their teachers comments 

in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracking in the front of 

their books after every assessment. 

Year 

7 

Topic Title and 

unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 

term 

1a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel Writing 

Students will learn how to write persuasively 

using a range of devices. They will explore 

different travel texts, such as brochures, blogs 

and newspaper articles. Students will be 

marked on their ability to: 

1. Write and extended descriptive piece based 

around a stimulus. Writing Assessment.  

2. Write a letter to a gap year student 

persuading them to visit your desired continent. 

Writing Assessment. 

Students will be asked to write 

imaginatively so you can help them by 

encouraging them to read a wide variety 

of texts. For example on a daily basis read 

a newspaper, magazines and a book of 

their choice over the half term. This will help 

them to appreciate a variety of forms and 

writing styles. 

You can also help them by allowing them 

to investigate holiday review websites in 

order to see how these are presented.  

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework. 

 

Half 

term 

1b 

 

 

 

 

‘The Woman In 

Black’ 

by  Susan Hill 

 

Students will learn how to develop reading and 

analytical skills for a close textual analysis essay. 

They will be taught how to structure and 

prepare for the essay and how to retrieve 

relevant quotes. Students will be marked on 

their ability to: 

1. Answer a question based on set and 

character using a PEE paragraph. Reading 

Assessment  

2. Answer a question on how tension is created 

with contextual links using a PEE paragraph. 

Reading assessment.  

You can help support your child by 

researching Victorian Britain 

useful websites- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victori

ans/ 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

 

Half 

term 

2a 

‘Macbeth’ by 

William 

Shakespeare.  

 

Public Speaking 

is also covered 

this half term 

Students will be studying Macbeth in depth. 

Students will be marked on their ability to: 

1.  Answer a question based on the transition of 

Lady Macbeth’s persona using a PEECEE 

paragraph. 

2. Write and perform a speech using AFORESTER. 

You can help by listening to your child’s 

speech and by making sure that they are 

able to speak for around 3 minutes on their 

chosen topic. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

Half 

term 

2b 

 

 

 

 

‘Of Mice and 

Men’ by John 

Steinbeck 

Students will be studying this text and should 

gain insight into the contextual background. 

They will closely analyse language and the 

effects on the reader. Students will be marked 

on their ability to: 

1. Hotseat on characters, context, age, sex, 

race and migrant workers. Writing and 

Speaking and Listening Assessment.   

2. To answer a question based on the text using 

Students will be asked to write analytically 

so you can help them by encouraging 

them to research the Wall Street Crash of 

1929 and the Great Depression. 

 

You can also support your child by 

encouraging them to visit the BBC Bitesize 

revision pages- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosemicemen/


a PEE paragraph. Reading Assessment.  e/english_literature/prosemicemen/ 

Half 

term 

3a 

 

 

Other Cultures 

Poetry- 

Exploring 

Identity.  

 

Students will learn about poetry from different 

cultures and how to analyse the language, 

imagery and message. They will also be taught 

key skills on how to analyse an unseen poem. 

Students will be marked on their ability: 

1. Answer questions about race and feelings 

using PEECEEL paragraphs. Reading Assessment. 

2. Write descriptively using a line from the poem 

in the cluster. Writing Assessment.  

You can help by asking your child to 

research a culture that is completely 

different to their own and find out how it 

differ in terms of : dress, foods they eat, 

what they celebrate, what religion they 

practice etc. 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework. 

Half 

term 

3b 

 

 

‘Blood Brother’ 

by Willy Russell 

 

Analyse and 

create an 

alternative 

ending 

Students will be learning how to analyse a 

‘Blood Brothers’. They will be learning how to 

appreciate a writer’s use of language, structure 

and the effect the play has on its intended 

audiences. Students will be assessed on: 

1. Their ability to write and perform a mini-

monologue in the role of Mrs Johnstone or Mrs 

Lyons persuading the audience that they are 

a good mother. Writing Assessment. 

2. Their ability to complete a summer exam. 

Reading and Writing Assessment. 

 

You can encourage your child to research 

the social and historic context of the play 

as appropriate. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework. 

 

Key dates and what students will be doing 

Half term 2a – Students will be preparing and writing their own speeches as part of the school’s public speaking 

competition. 

Contact Details: 

Name: Miss N Stewart- KS3 Co-ordinator. 

Email: NSt@goffs.herts.sch.uk.  

Name: Mrs S Enstone - Head of English. 

Email: SEe@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosemicemen/
mailto:NSt@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:SEe@goffs.herts.sch.uk

