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Year 8 

Yearly Intent Document 
 

English 
Students build on confidence and fluency in core skills Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening.  To select 
relevant social, historical and cultural knowledge that’s applicable inside and outside the classroom. 
 
Knowledge/skills: 
Grammar 

 To give students the knowledge and the strategies required to become confident writers and 
accurate spellers – understanding the English language and importance of grammar 

 Semantics, morphology, sentence forms and syntax revision of word classes and verb agreement 
 
Writing 

 Students will be taught planning, drafting and editing in class with the ‘keep, bin, improve’ strategy 

 An introduction to formal essay writing – topic sentences, paragraph structures, introductions and 
conclusions 

 To argue, persuade, inform 

 Linguistic knowledge/analysis 

 Analysing Shakespearean language 
 
Reading 

 An introduction to Shakespeare 

 Extract to another section of the text (not whole) – build from linguistic to dramatic analysis 

 Analysing poetry, identifying poetic techniques 

 Applying contextual knowledge of the play 

 Reading for inference, understanding writer’s intentions, understanding form (soliloquy), 
understanding of structure and Shakespeare’s vocabulary, comparison of MOV extracts, 
understanding how writers use language to create meaning and tone 

 
Spoken Language  

 Modelling by their teacher a variety of spoken language situations 
 

Personal 
Development 
and Careers 

 
HT1: Being Me 
in My World  
The meaning of 
self-identity, 
family and 
identity, 
stereotypes, 
personal beliefs, 
and judgements, 
managing 
expectations, 
first 
impressions, 
respect for the 
beliefs of others. 
Active listening 
 
HT2: 
Celebrating 
Difference  
How positive 
change made by 
others and 
positive 
behaviour 
affects feelings 

RSE 
 
 
 
ATM HT5: 
Relationships 
Maintaining 
positive 
relationship with 
self, social media 
and relationship 
with self, 
negative self-talk, 
managing a range 
of relationships, 
personal space, 
online etiquette, 
online privacy 
and personal 
safety, coercion, 
unhealthy 
balance of power 
in relationships, 
sources of 
support 
 
CED – Term 2 
eSafety 
This experience 
covers being safe 

Assemblies 
 
 
 
Anti-Bullying 
Week  
 

Eid  
 

Pride Month  
 

Black History 
Month 
  

Harmful Sexual 
Behaviour 
 

Remembrance 
Day 
  

Careers Week 
 

Healthy 
Relationships 
 

Science Week  
 

Chanukah 
 

Holocaust 
Memorial  
 

Setting Goals - 
New Year’s 
Resolutions 
 

Chinese New 
Year 
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Maths 
To develop confidence and fluency in core numeracy skills and provide early access to knowledge for both 
curriculum and real life financial situations. 
 
Number  
Knowledge/skills: 

 Multiplication and division 

 Estimation and rounding 

 Negative numbers 

 Fractions 

 FDP 

 Percentages 

 Primes Factors 

 Surds 

 Standard form 
 
Ratio and Proportion  
Knowledge/skills: 

 Ratio 

 Proportion 
 
Algebra 
Knowledge/skills: 

 Simplifying expressions 

 Substituting into formulae 

 Solving Equations  

 Straight line graphs 

 Inequalities 
 
Shape, Space and Measure 
Knowledge/skills: 

 Area and Perimeter 

 Circles 

 Volume of prisms 

 Geometric Reasoning 

of wellbeing, 
social injustice, 
inequality, 
community 
cohesion and 
support, 
multiculturalism, 
race and 
religion, 
prejudice, LGBT+ 
bullying 
 
CED – Prison! 
Me! No Way! 
This educates 
every young 
person to leave 
school with the 
knowledge and 
confidence to 
take control and 
make positive 
choices so that 
they may avoid 
becoming 
involved in 
crime, stay safe 
and realise their 
full potential. 
They focus on 
peer respect and 
the many 
dangers that 
students can 
inadvertently be 

online and online 
identity and 
focuses on 
matters such as 
meeting people 
online and cyber-
bullying. Different 
ways of using the 
internet are 
discussed and 
with the basics of 
staying safe and 
why it's 
important to talk 
to adults if 
anything is 
upsetting or 
confusing. It 
teaches 
understanding 
consent in a 
digital world, 
digital friendships 
and wellbeing, 
the power of 
image and online 
hate. It delves 
into on online 
personas, in 
particular 
whether or not 
people are their 
‘true selves’ 
online 
 

Human Rights 
Day  
 

St George’s Day 
 

Christmas 
 

International 
Women's Day 
 

Student 
Parliament 
 

Consent 
 

Internet Safety 
Week  
 

Water Safety  
 

Diwali  
 

LGBTQ+ History 
Month  
 

World Mental 
Health Day  
 

Easter  
 

Police – eSafety 
 

Children’s 
Mental Health 
Week  
 

House 
Assemblies 
 

Sports Week 
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 Angles in polygons 

 Pythagoras Theorem 
 
Probability and Statistics 
Knowledge/skills: 

 Probability tree diagrams 

 Averages 

 Averages from tables 

 Stem and leaf diagrams 

 Box plots 

 Frequency polygons 

 Product rule for counting 
 
This will be assessed by a low stakes quiz at the end of each topic to pick up any misconceptions and then 
termly tests to address any gaps in understanding. 
 

subjected to 
 
HT3: Dreams 
and Goals  
The importance 
of long-term 
goals, skills, 
qualifications, 
careers, money 
and happiness, 
ethics and 
mental 
wellbeing, 
budgeting, 
variation in 
income, positive 
and negative 
impact of 
money, online 
legal 
responsibilities, 
gambling issues 
 
HT4: Healthy 
Me  
Sustaining long-
term physical 
health, 
responsibility for 
own health, 
dental health, 
stress triggers, 
substances and 
mood, 
legislation 

There are several 
prompts for 
discussion around 
themes of 
acceptance, 
equality, and 
kindness and 
promotes 
diversity and 
equality online, 
freedom to be 
yourself online, 
how to be a good 
ally online, 
understanding 
consent in a 
digital world and 
digital friendships 
and wellbeing 
 
CED – Term 3 
Feel the Hate 
‘Feel the Hate’ 
was developed 
out of a growing 
need to raise 
awareness 
amongst young 
people around 
Hate Crime. Using 
simple story-
telling techniques 
‘Feel the Hate’ 
tells the stories of 
four victims of 

Science 
“Teaching students to be scientists and think scientifically” 
 
Science topics will be designed around enriching the science topic they are studying by: 

 Researching how theories have developed over time 

 Investigating the scientific process 

 Analysing data from experiments 

 Developing their maths skills 

 Enriching their scientific vocabulary  
 
Students will be assessed in different ways: 

 Recall starters to aid long term memory and identify gaps in knowledge 

 Half termly mini-assessments based on curriculum topics to identify misconceptions, gaps in 
understanding and provide more detailed feedback on how to improve 

 Half yearly and annual summative testing to provide students with the opportunity to develop 
revision techniques, aid long term memory and identify gaps in both knowledge and exam skills 
 

MFL (Spanish and French) 
In Year 8, students learn to: 
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 Understand and talk about different topics relevant to their daily lives in more depth; where you live, 
school, sports/going out, food, holidays 

 Understand cultural information about French/Spanish speaking countries linked to the topics 
studied 

 Use a range of grammatical structures, revisiting key grammar skills from Year 7 including the present 
and future tenses with the addition of the past tense 
 

Assessed through the 4 key language skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing (assessments and 
different exam–style questions) 
 

associated with 
substances, 
exploitation and 
substances, 
medicine, 
vaccinations, 
immunisation 
Blood donation 
 
HT6: Changing 
Me 
Types of close 
intimate 
relationships, 
physical 
attraction, legal 
status of 
relationships, 
behaviours in 
healthy and 
unhealthy 
romantic 
relationships, 
pornography, 
sexuality, 
alcohol, and 
risky behaviour 
 
Careers 
Opportunity -  
Navigate Your 
Future 
The Navigate 
your Future 
workshops 
enable students 

Hate Crime.  The 
performance and 
post show talk 
features a young 
man questioning 
his sexuality, a 
young girl with a 
disability and a 
young Muslim 
girl. Their story 
includes how they 
were victimised 
and the impact it 
had on them, 
their friends, and 
families. 
 
Harmful Sexual 
Behaviour & 
Consent 
The School of 
Sexuality 
Education 
provide age-
appropriate 
workshops on 
consent, sexual 
health, porn, and 
positive 
relationships. 
Their approach is 
rights-based, sex-
positive, non-
binary and 
trauma-informed. 

History 
To foster a love of History and a passion for enquiry  
 
In Year 8, students look at the British Transatlantic Slave trade, this links to Civil rights and shows the impact 
of the Slave trade over time.  Students are taught about the Women Suffrage which links into challenges for 
Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901.  The year ends with the Holocaust, which is a requirement for 
students.  In Year 8, students will: 

 Develop core skills of an historian (NC) 

 Develop chronological knowledge and understanding of World History 

 Understand key concepts of dictatorship, oppression, revolution and civil rights 

 Be able to explain change and continuity over time 
 
Students complete a responsive reading task every lesson, this allows students to gain wider knowledge on 
the topic and access key words. 
 
Numeracy skills:  Key dates  
 

Geography 
Knowledge that Year 8 students will learn this year: 
Students will be introduced to how Geography plays a huge role when it comes to the type and location of 
crime.  Physical processes that operate within the tropical rainforest and how humans interact with this.  The 
global importance of the tropical rainforest and discussion on the benefits and problems on deforestation.  
The inequality that exists with the development of countries around the world and reasons for this inequality.  
A range of unique physical and human environments that exist around the world.  A continent of study of 
Asia with a focus on China and India being the next global superpower.  A range of global issues affecting the 
world, the reasons for these, the impacts they have and possible solutions. 



Page 5 of 9 

 

Skills that Year 8 students will learn this year: 

 Map skills and conducting a fieldwork enquiry to present/analyse/conclude their results (Crime) 
Debating/speech writing (Deforestation and Uneven World) 

 Map skills – locational detail, direction (Fantastic places)  

 Use of figures (photos/graphs/data tables) are used throughout all lessons for students to analyse 
 

to develop and 
practice key 
employability 
skills, identify 
options, 
investigate 
careers, and 
labour market 
information 
 
CED - Drug 
Awareness 
Paul Hannaford 
was addicted to 
heroin and crack 
cocaine for 
fifteen years and 
spent around £1 
million on 
substance 
abuse. He lost 
count of the 
number of 
funerals he has 
attended from 
people who've 
passed away 
because of 
drugs. Paul now 
provides drug 
awareness talks 
to put 
something back 
into the 
community. This 
is a compelling 

They support 
young people to 
ensure everyone 
has access to a 
complete, 
inclusive, and 
comprehensive 
sex and 
relationships 
education. The 
workshop 
incorporates 
understanding 
the connection 
between 
communication, 
personal 
boundaries. They 
discuss touching, 
using specific 
words when it 
comes to sex, and 
consent, defining 
consent both 
legally and 
ethically, both 
online and offline 
and concepts of 
ongoing, 
informed, 
enthusiastic 
consent. They 
define cues 
students can look 
out for to know 
whether or not 

Religious Studies 

 Move from religious education to a philosophical exploration – apply religion to life issues e.g., 
prejudice and discrimination.   

 Debates on morality – teach students how to structure a balanced and developed argument 

 Focus on supporting evidence 

 Exploration of ‘root’ of opinions 

 Being able to draw knowledge and understanding from artefacts, ceremonies, life stories and 
symbolism; 

 Developing one’s interpretation of religious language and suggest meanings of religious text 

 The ability to reflect on feelings, experience, attitudes, beliefs, values, relationships, practices and 
ultimate questions. 

 ‘How to know’ and ‘Ways of knowing 

 Being able to identify and challenge bias, caricature, prejudice and stereotyping 
 

ICT & Computing Core 
To develop the students’ knowledge and understanding in using the internet safely as well as how to report 
concerns.  They will learn what to do if they are bullied or cyber bullied.  They will use design skills like 
effective layout, good use of white space as well as formatting to create a poster on their chosen topic like 
livestreaming, fake news, location services, medical misinformation etc.  They will decide on 2 topics and 
collate relevant information on risks and measures, which they will then use to create the poster  
Students will use the BBC Microbit, to program it using Micro Python programming language, as this will give 
them an insight into what Computer Science lesson will be like in Year 9 onwards, where they will continue to 
code.  It will also help them to decide if they want to do this for their KS4 GCSE Computer Science option 
subject.  During this year, students have more opportunities to develop their computational thinking skills via 
programming.  They will learn about algorithms like using flowcharts to solve a problem as well as code an 
interactive quiz using sequence and selection 
 
The final unit covers Spreadsheet skills like data modelling where students will use a data model on the topic 
of exercise and wellbeing to add formulas and functions like = SUM and IF statements.  They will learn to 
create charts like bar charts. This will help the students to improve their competency with this software 
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Vocabulary: algorithm, flowcharts, sequence, selection, iteration, debug, syntax, variables, and 
accelerometer. 
 

workshop about 
the dangers of 
addiction, drugs, 
and alcohol as 
well as 
involvement in 
gangs, knife 
crime and 
county lines. 
Drawing on his 
own challenging 
life experiences 
as a former 
addict and 
convict, Paul 
conveys an 
incredibly 
powerful and 
hard-hitting 
message of the 
dangers that 
await that 
lifestyle. 
 
 

someone is 
consenting and 
apply consent to 
scenarios: 
spotting positive 
versus 
problematic 
behaviours. 
Finally, they 
publicise a range 
of support 
services. 
 
Year 8 RS 
Move from 
religious 
education to a 
philosophical 
exploration – 
apply religion to 
life issues e.g., 
prejudice and 
discrimination.  
Debates on 
morality – teach 
students how to 
structure a 
balanced and 
developed 
argument 
Focus on 
supporting 
evidence 
Exploration of 
‘root’ of opinions 
 

Drama 
Intent:  Continue building on practical performance skills taught in Year 7 and developing these throughout 
the year.  Exploration of how meaning is created through drama, applying a range of techniques.  How to 
build empathy for an audience exploring knife crime and arson.  
 
Knowledge:   

 Introduction to varied styles of theatre such as Commedia Dell Arte, Shakespeare, Mask and Mark 
Wheeler’s Docu-Theatre 

 Understanding of the difference between naturalism and non-naturalism.   

 Understanding and utilising techniques such as juxtaposition, split scene, physical theatre, leading 
with a body part and cross cutting 

 Continuing to use the techniques learnt in Year 7 and develop the precision and effectiveness of 
these 

 
Skills:  

 Continue to develop performance skills when creating character using a range of physical and vocal 
skills 

 Developing evaluative skills when evaluating others and analysing how meaning is created in a 
performance  

 Developing collaborative skills when working with others and encouraging all students to 
demonstrate leadership in group work  

 

Music 
The rationale is to motivate and enthuse students by focusing on the practical elements of making music, 
with the inclusion of some theory knowledge and key terminology where relevant, in these practical topics. 
 
To introduce, rehearse and develop more advanced key skills related to :  

 (Continuation of above, plus) 

 Musical notation (pitch and rhythm) 

 Structures and Form in music (ternary form) 

 General keyboard skills. 

 Rhythmic control in performance 

 Creativity through improvisation, arranging and composition 
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Art 
Over the year, each term students will learn under a thematic approach: Natural Forms, Animals and Pattern.  
Building on skills from Year 7 – exploring materials further.  Students will have the opportunity to explore 
intaglio drypoint printing (and possibly develop these using cine-colle, water colour, stitching) and some form 
of 3D e.g. Papier Mache/Modroc/clay); students will have the opportunity to take photographs in their own 
time as part of their homework.  This is to embed the creation and value of primary sources at GCSE. 
Students will continue to learn how to look at artists and develop their analysing further to deepen their 
understanding of the formal elements of art and design, learn how to develop their ideas, experimenting with 
materials and techniques and learn how to annotate their work. 
 
Literacy:  Development of subject specific vocabulary to be addressed by:  use of keywords, links to home 
learning, glossary of words/terms, responsive reading.  By the time our students progress into Year 8 they 
should have developed some understanding of key vocabulary and be able to annotate their work to good 
effect. 
 

 
 

Physical Education 
PE should be enjoyed by all. Students should further enhance their technical skills and start to master the 
core skills for a variety of sport while attempting the advanced skills more often.  Students should be able to 
apply their skills in differing tactical situations in games sports as well as applying their skills to Dance or 
Gymnastic based routines.  Communication skills should be developed to improve teamwork when working 
with others in team games or in creating routines. Some students should also demonstrate and improve their 
leadership abilities to aid others. 
 
Vocabulary: Components of Fitness – Cardiovascular Endurance, Muscular Strength, Muscular Endurance, 
Speed, Agility, Flexibility, Balance, Power, Co-ordination, Reaction Time. 
 

Technology 
Textiles 
Students should be able to confidently use a range of equipment and understand how to produce digital 
design ideas.  They should be able to create a final product to a high standard.  They should be able to use a 
wide range of subject specific vocabulary independently and confidently.  
 
Cultural cushion cover 
(Diversity, British Values) 
To understand the importance of  

 Health & Safety processes 
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 Operating the sewing machine 

 Photoshop 

 Embed literacy in the curriculum 
Students to learn to use photoshop to create a central design 
 
Skills learnt:  

 Students dye sublimate this onto the central panel 

 Embroider panels and sew 

 Modelling/Planning and making products 
 
Product Design 
Students identify key elements of late 20hC design movements. They learn about the properties of polymers 
and the difference between thermo and thermosetting polymers. They understand the importance of the 
6R’s of sustainability They then put into practice what they have learnt to Thermoform thermo plastics using 
a Jig and vacuum former. They learn how to solder a simple electronic circuit to produce an ambient illusion 
lamp building on their CAD and CAM skills. 
 
Skills:  

 CAD and CAM Workshop skills 

 Soldering electronics 

 Thermoforming polymers 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 

 20th C design movements 

 Properties of materials – Polymers - Thermo and thermosetting and thermoforming polymers 

 Redistribution manufacturing techniques 
 
Food Technology 
Theory Re-Introduction to the food room and FPN (this covers health and safety and hygiene rules of the food 
room (kitchen), dietary needs of different age groups and what nutrition does for our bodies.  Special diets 
and nutritional needs planning and Religious food.  
 
Practical and Skills:  Knife and cutting skills (Bridge hold and claw grip extension of knife skills, fine cuts such 
as paysenne and jardine.  Make fresh pasta and fresh lasagne. 
 
Own choice dish (based on a specific special diet and nutritional need): 
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Students have the opportunity to create and make a food product of their choice to showcase skills (in the 
style of Master Chef challenge or Ready Steady Cook). 

 
Literacy 
Class Novel 
Students will study the novel The Hate You Give by Angela Thomas and through the reading of the text 
explore key topics prevalent in society such as the Black Lives Matter movement, racism and police brutality.  
By tackling a class read together, and exploring all aspects of the novel, students will perform better in 
reading tests, develop a broad vocabulary, enhance their imagination, be more empathetic and understand 
of other cultures. 
The reading builds on the skills developed in Year 7 and the themes of racism and prejudice in the text 
Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman. 
 
Bedrock Learning 
Students use Bedrock Learning, an online programme where they access both non-fiction and fiction texts to 
improve their reading skills and learn new vocabulary that will enhance the way they read, speak and write 
across all of their subjects.  Students are exposed to progressively more challenging vocabulary, in line with 
the pace of their individual progress. 
 
Students’ learning includes academic verbs to help them meet new texts with confidence and become GCSE 
ready. 

 


