
Your Guide to Year 8 Religious Studies 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teacher ’s 
comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracker in 
the front of their books after every assessment. 
Year 7 Topic Title 

and unit 
What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 

1a 

Religion – Do 
we have a 
choice? 

In this unit students will consider what it 
means to join a religion and what sort of 
choices are made in order to belong to a 
particular religion. They will also consider 
whether the choice to belong to a religion is 
made by parents and handed down to their 
children. Students will discuss when such 
decisions should be made – can children make 
decisions to join a religion or should you be 
an adult? They will look at Christianity and 
Judaism in particular when studying this unit. 
 

Discuss with your child the question “why 
do you think people are religious?” and 
explain your personal beliefs. 
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
1-religion-do-we-have-a-choice/ 

Half 
term 

1b 

Does it 
Matter How 
we Behave? 

In this unit students will be looking at reasons 
as to why it does or doesn’t matter how 
people behave and exploring why religions 
believe it does matter how you behave and 
why they believe this. Actions 
and consequences will be relevant here and 
the religious focus will centre on ideas of 
Heaven and Hell as well as the concept of 
karma. 

Encourage your child to think about their 
behaviour and the consequences it has. 
Discuss what you think happens in the 
afterlife and if behaviour affects this.  
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
2-does-it-matter-how-we-behave/ 

Half 
term 

2a 

Is Marriage 
Just About 
Love and 
Romance? 

In this unit students will consider whether 
marriage is more than just a wedding 
ceremony and the reasons people choose to 
get married. Students will look at what some 
religions believe about marriage and whether 
it can be a good thing to have your parents 
involved in arranging your marriage. The unit 
will cover civil and secular views on love and 
marriage as well as Christian, Muslim and 
Hindu views. Students should also be able to 
explain the difference between arranged and 
forced marriages. 
 

Discuss your views at home. Watch this 
too: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2gh
Zp8oih0 
 
What was religious about the royal 
wedding? 
What was secular (non-religious)? 
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
3-is-marriage-just-about-love-and-
romance/ 
 

Half 
term 

2b 

Is Prejudice 
and 
Discriminatio
n Alive and 
Kicking? 

In this unit students will be looking at what the 
words ‘prejudice’ and ‘discrimination’ mean. 
They will look at examples of prejudice and 
discrimination, such as discrimination based on 
disability, gender and race. Lessons will 
included how people with HIV/AIDS have been 
treated in the past, peoples’ reactions 
to conjoined twins and whether beauty 
matters. They will also learn what Jesus taught 
about the way we should treat other people. 
Students will also have considered their own 
views about prejudice and discrimination. 

Discuss what prejudice or discrimination 
you have experienced or witnessed and 
the negative effect this has on society. 
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
4-is-prejudice-still-alive-and-kicking/ 

Half 
term 

3a and 

Does religion 
make 
people inspir

In this unit students will consider what makes 
people inspirational, especially the 
characteristics and qualities they have, as well 

Discuss with your child who you feel is a 
inspirational person. Explain to your child 
why you think this person is an inspiration 
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3b ational? 
 

as the impact they have on other people, 
society and history. Students will also be 
learning about some famous people in history 
who could be regarded as inspirational in a 
religious sense, spiritually and/or 
politically/socially. People covered in this unit 
include Gandhi (pictured), Anne Frank, Nelson 
Mandela, Aung San Suu Kyi and Princess Diana. 
Some are considered religious and some are 
considered secular or non-religious. 

and encourage your child to consider 
what qualities make someone 
inspirational and is religion a part of this.  
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
5-does-religion-make-people-
inspirational/ 

Contact details 
Mr E Bora ebo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
Mr D Chichester-Miles Dch@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
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