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Your Guide to Year 8 Art 

 
Assessment Criteria 
Students’ work will be assessed throughout each topic using National Curriculum criteria for Art & Design. Every term the 
overall completed projects will be assessed using national curriculum levels and sub levels. Each topic has a ‘levels ladder’ 
which outlines the differences between each level. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary and sketchbooks. They also need to read their 
teacher’s comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress 
tracking in the front of their books after every assessment. 

Year 8 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child 

TO
P

IC
S 

 C
O

V
ER

ED
 IN

 Y
EA

R
 8

 

P
u

p
ils

 w
ill

 b
e 

ta
u

gh
t 

2
 t

o
p

ic
s 

ea
ch

 t
er

m
. T

h
e

se
 w

ill
 r

u
n

 a
lo

n
gs

id
e 

ea
ch

 o
th

er
. D

P
le

as
e 

as
k 

yo
u

r 
ch

ild
 a

n
d

 c
h

ec
k 

th
ei

r 

sk
et

ch
b

o
o

k 
to

 f
in

d
 o

u
t 

w
h

ic
h

 t
o

p
ic

s 
th

ey
 a

re
 c

o
ve

ri
n

g 
at

 a
n

y 
o

n
e 

p
o

in
t 

in
 t

im
e.

 

TERM 1 
 
SURREALISM 
 

 
Pupils will explore SURREALISM (an artistic and 
literary movement, dedicated to expressing the 
imagination as revealed in dreams and the sub-
conscious mind).  
During the first part of this project they will 
explore ways of combining ideas to suggest 
unusual and surreal meanings (by developing 
CONCEPT POEMS & collaged & drawn images to 
create an EXQUISITE CORPSE).  
Artists include : Victor Brauner, André Breton, 
Jacques Hérold and Yves Tanguy 
  

 
You could support your child with 
their homework (an illustrated 
research page in their sketchbook  
dedicated to Surrealism). The main 
assessment points for this work are 
unusual & imaginative presentation 
techniques, personal opinions of 
selected surrealist artworks and 
accurate drawings of surrealist 
artworks. 
 
http://library.thinkquest.org/J002045
F/surrealism.htm 
http://www.ducksters.com/history/a
rt/surrealism.php 
 

TERM 2 
 
STILL LIFE & 
CUBISM 

 
Pupils will explore CUBISM (Cubism began in 
France in 1907. Pablo Picasso and George Braque 
began painting objects & figures made up of 
geometric shapes that looked like someone had 
cut them up and glued them back together). 
Pupils will use mainly line to draw objects that 
overlap to create their own cubist outcomes. 
They will use techniques such as collage to create 
a copy of the image ‘Violin and Pitcher’ by 
Braque; as well as 3D relief, drawing and 
painting.  
 

 
If you have the opportunity you could 
visit the Tate Gallery to view a range 
of work by Braque and Picasso. 
 
You could also help your child 
research the artists Braque and 
Picasso using the Tate website: 
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/g
eorges-braque-803 
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/p
ablo-picasso-1767 

TERM 3 
 
PORTRAITS 
(inspired by 
German 
Expressionism) 
 

Pupils will be exploring the theme of Portraits 
and seeking to answer why this has been a 
popular subject for artists throughout the 
centuries. They will be researching artists that 
have used portraits as a vehicle for self-
expression, leading to close study of the 20

th
 

century German Expressionists who used 
expressive marks, distortion and vibrant colour to 
communicate their emotions.  
They will be exploring a range of media to 
develop their own responses (drawing, 
photography, photo-manipulation, collage, print-
making & painting). 

 
You could support your child by 
helping them research into the 
history of portraiture over the 
centuries, and discussing with them 
how portraits might be used to 
communicate different meanings 
according to what was important in 
society at the time.  
 
http://fabulousnoble.com/a-brief-
history-of-portraiture/ 
 

 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Miss T. Brown, Head of Art 
Email:  tbr@goffs.herts.sch.uk  

 

http://library.thinkquest.org/J002045F/surrealism.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/J002045F/surrealism.htm
http://www.ducksters.com/history/art/surrealism.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/art/surrealism.php
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/georges-braque-803
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/georges-braque-803
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/pablo-picasso-1767
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/pablo-picasso-1767
http://fabulousnoble.com/a-brief-history-of-portraiture/
http://fabulousnoble.com/a-brief-history-of-portraiture/
mailto:tbr@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Computing 

 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Every term students are assessed using the level system and sub levels. Each topic has a ‘levels ladder’ which outlines the differences 
between each level. 
 

Expectations of students  
Students should be able to gain an understanding on how to stay safe when using the internet. Students will learn to use the micro:bit and 
see how python coding works. They will then move onto the 3

rd
 Unit where they will create a program for an interactive quiz. Students 

will be able to use a spreadsheet model to look at diet and exercise. The extension unit will allow students to find out about what happens 
under the hood of a computer looking at hardware, binary, logic circuits, algorithms and much more. 
 

Year 8 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 1a 

Unit 1- 
Staying Safe 
 
& 
 
Unit 2- 
Micro:bit 

Students will start the year by learning about 
how to stay safe when using online or mobile 
devices. 
 
Students will use the BBC micro:bit to learn 
how to program using python programming 
language. 

You can discuss with your child some of the issues 
related to e-safety and how to deal with situations 
where they may be at risk when using the internet or 
their mobile devices e.g. cyberbullying. 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
http://www.swgfl.org.uk/OnlineSafety  

Half 
term 1b 

Unit 2- 
Micro:bit 
  
Unit 3 Python 
Quiz 

In this half term, students will continue with 
unit 2 where they will learn about sequencing, 
variables, iteration and selection. Students will 
use the micro:bit to carry out programming 
tasks to help them understand what happens 
when you code. 

You can discuss with your child some key terms related 
to computing such as algorithm, abstraction, variables, 
network etc. 

Half 
term 2a 

Unit 3- Python 
Quiz  

This term students will start unit 3 and create a 
quiz using a text based programming language 
called Python. This is linked with the previous 
unit and will help consolidate as well as further 
develop their programming skills. 

You can sit with your child and look at how 
programming is all around us and used to helps us in  
our everyday life such as the electronic signs in bus 
stops and underground stations telling the public 
about the time left for their bus/train to arrive etc. 

Half 
term 2b 

Unit 3- Python 
Quiz 
 
 
& 
 
 
Unit 4- Exercise 
and Wellbeing 
Model 

Students will continue with unit 3 and 
complete making their quiz. 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will learn the basics of spreadsheets 
such as formulas and functions. They will also 
learn about models and simulations in this 
short unit. 

You can look at an example of an interactive quiz 
online and break down the steps to find out how it 
works. You can work with your child to draw a 
flowchart or write a sequence of steps used to make 
that particular quiz work. 
 
 
You can help your child by discussing models and 
simulations used by people in various situations such 
as to predict the weather. 

Half 
term 3a 

Unit 4- Exercise 
and Wellbeing 
Model 
 

Students will use a spreadsheet model to look 
at diet and exercise levels. Students will learn 
to use gaol seek to investigate what if 
scenarios. 

You can try and create with your child a simple 
spreadsheet model of your own and change the data 
to see how it affects the outcome. 
  

Half 
term 3b 

Extension Unit: 
Under the hood 

In this half term, students will look at the 
hardware and software components that make 
up a computer. They will learn about binary 
representation, logic gates and algorithms for 
sorting and searching. 

You can help your child to research and find out about 
binary and algorithms. You can discuss with your child 
some key terms related to computing such as 
algorithm, abstraction, etc. 

At the end of each unit (end of every term) there will be an assessment lesson in which students must complete a one hour assessment 
task related to the unit they have just covered. It will cover all the skills and knowledge they have learnt over the term. 

 
 

Contact Details 
Name:   Ms P Calderaro (Head of ICT) / Mrs H Nessa (2

nd
 in charge/KS3 co-ordinator) 

Email:    pca@goffs.herts.sch.uk  / hne@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 
 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.swgfl.org.uk/OnlineSafety
mailto:pca@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:hne@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Drama 

Assessment Criteria 
 
Every half term students are assessed the Arts Council levels and sub levels. Topics are marked on either 
making, performing or responding.  
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to follow all instructions, complete all activities and take part in all group work.  

Year 
8 

Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child 

Half 
term 

1a 

 
Objects to 
Life 
 

Students will be learning the theatre style 
of physical theatre  

 Ask your child to tell you 
what they have learnt in 
lessons 

Half 
term 

1b 

 
Introduction 
to 
Shakespeare 
  

Students will be looking at Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet’s themes and issues. 
Their adaptations will be modern and 
updated.  

 Ask your child to tell you 
what they have learnt in 
lessons 

Half 
term 

2a 

 
Stabbing at a 
Disco 

Students will be looking at issue based 
theatre and how gang and knife crime can 
affect communities. 

 Research gang and knife 
crime. The BBC News 
website is a good place to 
start  

 Ask your child to tell you 
what they have been 
learning in lessons 

Half 
term 

2b 

 
Superheroes 

Students will be looking at the difference 
between super heroes and real life heroes. 
Specifically they will focus on different 
performance styles that suit the superhero 
genre.  

 Help to look for real life 
hero stories 

Half 
term 

3a 

 
Mask 

Students will explore performance through 
the use of neutral and trestle masks and 
look specifically on the impact mask has on 
different genres 

 Help them research the 
theatre company Trestle  

Half 
term 

3b 

 
Commedia 
de’ll arte  
 

Students will explore aspects of this 16th 
Century Italian performance style and put 
on their own original Lazzi for assessment.  

 Look at You Tube clips on 
Commedia 

 
Key dates and what students will be doing 
Each half term students have a practical assessment.  
 

 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Miss C. Holland, Head of Drama 
Email:  cho@goffs.herts.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cho@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 English 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Every half term students are assessed using national curriculum levels. Each assessment is marked using this 
criteria which outlines the differences between each level. This is given to students at the beginning of the 
school year. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to read their 
teachers’ comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their 
progress tracking in the front of their books after every assessment. 

Year 
7 

Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child 

Half 
term 
1a 

Roald Dahl’s 
‘Tales with a 
Twist’ 
 

Students will look at Roald Dahl’s work in 
depth analysing theme, character and 
language. Students will be encouraged to 
explore alternative viewpoints as 
memorise and summarise events and 
quotes. Students will be marked on: 
 
1. Their ability to answer a question on 

character and theme using two PEE 
paragraphs. Reading Assessment 

2. Their ability to write a short story in 
the style of Roald Dahl. Writing 
Assessment 

You can help support your child by 
researching the works of Roald Dahl 
as well as hearing them read for 15 
minutes every night to help them 
look for interesting adjectives, 
adverbs and vocabulary. This will 
help them to write more creatively 
and skilfully. 
 
You can also help by testing them on 
their spelling words and checking 
they have used a variety of 
sentences in their homework 

Half 
Term 
1b 

Conflict 
Poetry 
 

Students will be learning the key skills 
required to analyse poetry. They will also 
be revising key poetry terms. . Students 
will be marked on: 
 
1. Descriptive task- using poem title as a 

stimulus. Writing Assessment  
2. PEECEE paragraphs. Reading 

Assessment 

You can help by testing them on 
their spelling words and checking 
they have used a variety of 
sentences in their homework. 
 
 

Half 
term 
2a 

Have I Got 
News For 
You? 
 
Public 
Speaking is 
also covered 
this half term 

Students will learn about the different 
types of media and news including, press, 
T.V and posters. Students will also be 
learning how to analyse media and explain 
how language and presentational devices 
are used to create an impact. Students will 
be marked on: 
 
1. Their ability to write a newspaper 

article on a current affair. Writing 
Assessment 

2. Their ability to write and perform a 
speech using AFORESTER. Writing and 
Speaking and Listening Assessment 

 
 
 

You can help your child by 
encouraging them to read a variety 
of newspapers and magazines aimed 
at different audiences. For example 
The Daily Mail and The Guardian. 
You can also encourage them to 
watch different news broadcasts 
such as Newsround and the BBC 
News. You can also encourage them 
to go online and read newspapers  
Useful websites: 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/in
dex.html 
 
You can also help by testing them on 
their spelling words and checking 
they have used a variety of 
sentences in their homework. 
You can also help them by listening 
to their speech at home in order for 
them to practice for their main 
delivery in class. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html


Half 
term 
2b 

Shakespeare 
Unit 
 
Merchant of 
Venice 
 

Students will learn about the life and times 
of William Shakespeare and  the set text. 
 
They will be marked on: 
1. Their ability to create a monologue 

and perform this to the class. Writing 
and Speaking and Listening 
Assessment  

2. Their ability to answer a question 
based on a Shakespeare text using a 
PEE paragraph. Reading Assessment  

You can encourage your child to 
independently research William 
Shakespeare. Useful website: 
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/ho
me.html 
 
You can also help by testing them on 
their spelling words and checking 
they have used a variety of 
sentences in their homework 
Listen to their monologues and help 
them to make sure they are able to 
speak for around 3 minutes for this 
task.  

Half 
term 
3a 

‘Private 
Peaceful’ by 
Michael 
Morpurgo  
 

Students will be using their knowledge 
gained from the text ‘Private Peaceful’. 
Students will be marked on: 
1. PEE based on an extract. Reading 

Assessment 
2. Letter writing Writing Assessment  

You can help your child by listening 
to them read every night for 25 
minutes in order to help them build 
their vocabulary, as well as look for 
adjective and adverbs that could be 
used in their creative writing piece. 

Half 
term 
3b 

The 
Children’s 
Book Project 
 
Create your 
own 
children’s 
story 

Students will be learning how to write a 
book for primary aged school children. 
They will learn the conventions of story 
writing and analyse the key features in a 
number of children’s books. They will then 
produce their own book and read it to their 
assigned primary school pupil. 
They will be marked on: 
1. Their ability to create an imaginative 

and interesting book for a local 
primary school child that includes the 
conventions of children’s story books 
(minimum 10 pages) Writing 
Assessment 

2. Their ability to complete a summer 
exam. Reading and Writing 
Assessment 

You can help your child by 
encouraging them to re visit some of 
their  favourite primary school books 
and ask them what they liked and 
why. You can also encourage them 
to work on their stories at home and 
help them with getting pictures and 
other things they might want to 
include in their story 
 
You can also help by testing them on 
their spelling words and checking 
they have used a variety of 
sentences in their homework 
 
 

Key dates and what students will be doing 
Half term 2a – Students will be preparing and writing their own speeches as part of the school’s public 
speaking competition. 
Half term 3b – Students will be producing their own story books for primary school pupils. 

 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Miss N Stewart, KS3 Co-ordinator 
Email:  nst@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
 
Name:  Miss E. Zorpides, Head of English 
Email: ezo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html
mailto:nst@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:ezo@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Food Technology 
 

Assessment Criteria 
 
Every half term students are assessed using D&T assessment levels and sub levels. Students can use their 
project planners and assessment trackers in order to make progress towards their aspirational targets. 
 
Students will have 1 Food Technology lesson per fortnight and one other D&T subject choice tor the whole 
year.  Please note a voluntary contribution of £5.00 will be requested to cover the cost of basic ingredients in 
Food Technology for the year.  It will be necessary for students to provide some ingredients from home. 
 

Topic title and unit 
 
 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child  
Check the school website to access 
the pupil project planners to find 
out what the lesson & home 
learning targets are for each week. 

Can I make Bread and 
plan a healthy Pizza 

Students will have the opportunity to build 
on their knowledge of healthy eating 
guidelines from Y7.  They will have an 
opportunity to research and investigate the 
design task.  Students will develop their 
practical skills.  They will be able to develop 
their own designs and use bread making 
skills to produce their own rolls and pizza 
product. 

You could look at different types of 
bread, take your child to a local 
pizzeria and discuss the variety of 
pizza products available and look at 
leaflets available for which 
toppings are used. 

Can I make a curry Students will have the opportunity to 
research and investigate other cultures and 
their food traditions.  They will be able to 
develop a recipe to produce a vegetable 
curry.   
We will also investigate how to read labels 
on food products. 

You could encourage your child to 
investigate where curries originate 
from and what spices are used to 
create these. They can look at 
curries from different countries 
stews from different countries the 
equipment & techniques used.  BBC 
Food website. 
You could encourage your child to 
read food labels and be aware of 
what is in food products. 

Working as a team to 
plan and create street 
food 

Students will have the opportunity to learn  
using a computer room to plan products to 
using on their groups stall.  

Use Doddle to see what ingredients 
need to be organised from home. 
Please taste your child’s food and 
give them your honest feedback. 
Assist with producing a photo 
record of the making. Research 
different types of street food and 
origins 

The importance of Eggs Students will have the opportunity to 
further develop their knowledge by 
creating ideas for an egg based product.  
Students will make product of their choice. 

Taste test your child’s biscuits and 
suggest points for development. 
You could encourage your child to 
watch the Great British Bake Off 
series. 

 
Contact Details:  
Name: Miss H. Creighton, Head of Food Technology 
Email: hcr@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
 

mailto:hcr@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 French 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Every half term students are assessed using national curriculum levels and sub levels. Each term the pupils are 
assessed in all four language skills: writing, speaking, listening and reading. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students need to read their teachers comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are 
expected to learn new vocabulary and complete their work on the www.vocabexpress.com regularly. 

 Topic Title and unit What students will be learning How you can specifically help 
your child 

Half term  
1a 

Expo 2- Module 1: 
Famille et Domicile 

Talking about families using –er 
verbs and negative ne..pas 
Talking about jobs masculine 
and feminine forms, être/avoir 
Where people live using  depuis 
and venir de 
Describing the weather using 
‘quand’ and si’ 
Describing daily routine using –
ir, -re  
Revision of future tense 

 
Your child could describe 
themselves and the family  to 
you.  
You could also ask them to tell 
you the weather in French using  
Quel temps fait-il?  
Please encourage your child to 
go over how to use the future 
tense from their class notes. 

Half term  
1b 

Expo 2-Module 2: 
Temps libre 

Talking about last weekend the 
perfect tense with avoir. Talking 
about yesterday evening 
irregular past participles.  
Talking about TV programmes 
you’ve watched using c’était to 
give opinions 
Using the 24 hour clock 
Talking about where you went 
the perfect tense with être. 
Talking about events in the past 
extending and linking sentences 

 
You could ask your child to tell 
you the time using the 24 hour 
clock. 
You could also ask them to give 
you an opinion on a programme 
you have watched together 
using different adjectives 
 
Please encourage your child to 
go over how to use the future 
tense from their class notes.  

Half term 
2b 

Expo 2- Module 4: 
Manger et boire 

Talking about food  The definite 
article after ‘aimer’ and 
‘préferer’ Talking about French 
meals the partitive article 
‘du/de la/des’ 
Preparing for a party using ‘il 
faut +infinitive 
Shopping for food using ‘de’ 
with quantities 
Eating at a restaurant ‘je 
voudrais’ 

Ask your child to tell you the 
foods/drinks they like and why ? 
Encourage them to ask you in 
French whilst eating. 
 
They could also write a shopping 
list in French. 
 
Please monitor their vocabulary 
learning on this topic. 
 

Half term 
3a 

Expo 2-Module 4: 
Voyages et vacances 

Talking about countries and 
languages using the 
prepositions à and en 
Talking about holidays asking 
questions 
Describing a holiday centre 
giving opinions 
Talking about a past holiday 
revision of perfect tense 
Finding information about a 
holiday destination 

Help them to prepare for their 
written test by discussing future 
holidays and past journeys in 
French 
 
Encourage your child to revise 
the formation of the past and 
future tenses in order to achieve 
a Level 6 or above in their final 
assessments. 

http://www.vocabexpress.com/


Half term 
Summer 2 
3b 

 Expo 2- Module 6: Les 
copains 
 
Revision+consolidation: 
Students will revise 
topics and grammar 
areas from the year in 
preparation for the end 
of year exams. 
 
 

Talking about pocket money 
and gadgets revision of use of 
comparatives  
Revision of present, past and 
future tenses and expressing 
hopes/wishes 
 
 
 

Please monitor your child’s 
revision of the topics from the 
year including vocabulary and 
key grammar areas. 
 
 
 

 
 
There are several other languages websites for games and information online. 
Some examples are: 
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/   http://www.zut.org.uk/index.html 
http://www.digitaldialects.com/ 
 
Contact Details:  
Name: Miss N Andreou, Head of Languages 
Email: nan@goffs.herts.sch.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.zut.org.uk/index.html
http://www.digitaldialects.com/
mailto:nan@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Geography 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
At the end of every half term, students will be assessed using our level system. Each topic has a ‘levels ladder’, 
which outlines the differences between each level. 
 

Expectations of students  
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to complete homework 
to the best of their ability and read the teacher’s comments in their book and act on feedback given. Students 
are expected to track their progress on the sheet in the front of their book after every assessment and act on 
their targets using a green pen. 

Year 
8 

Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 

1a 

Geography of 
Crime 
How safe is 
Cheshunt? 

Students will learn how maps and 
Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS) can be used to help solve crimes. 
This unit involves students 
undertaking a local area fieldtrip to 
investigate how crime is prevented. 

You can help support your child by 
discussing events in the local newspaper. 
Website: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geogra
phy/spaces/crime/revision/2/ 

Half 
term 
1b 

Endangered 
ecosystems: 
The Tropical 
Rainforest 
Does 
deforestation 
mean disaster 
or 
development? 
 

Students will learn about the 
geographical concept of sustainability 
and how deforestation is 
unsustainable. Students will look at 
where the tropical rainforests are 
located and how they are linked by 
resources they use in everyday life. 
We will look at how the tropical 
rainforest is used in an unsustainable 
way. Assessment for this unit will be a 
written debate on whether 
deforestation of the rainforest is more 
of a disaster for local people or 
development for the rest of the 
country.  

Watch: Bruce Parry’s Amazon series to be 
aware of the location of the Amazon 
Rainforest and the physical and human 
geographical features that can be seen.  
 
Encourage pupils to find out information 
about deforestation: 
http://environment.nationalgeographic.co.
uk/environment/global-
warming/deforestation-overview/ 
 
Watch informational clip: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/r
ainforest-destruction-kalimantan-
indonesia-and-costa-rica/3096.html  

Half 
term 

2a 

Climate 
Change 
How is our 
Earth 
changing? 

Students will learn about how the 
Earth’s climate has changed from past 
to present. Students will learn about 
geological time and changes in land 
and atmosphere throughout time. 
Students will use evidence of change 
to consider solutions to the problem 
of climate change.  
 

Students can watch the following video 
which shows some of the reasons why 
climate change in happening: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHrFB
OUl6-8&safe=active  
 
There is also extra information about what 
changes are happening and what impact 
they are having on bitesize: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/science
/environment_earth_universe/changes_in_
environment/revision/6/  

Half 
term 

2b 

Uneven world 
Millennium 
Development 
Goals: Distant 
dream or 
Realistic 
Reality? 

Students will learn about how 
countries are measured on their 
development including birth rate, 
death rate, literacy rate and poverty. 
Pupils play the trade game to allow 
them to experience some of the 
problems continents like Africa face 
when trying to become developed 
(being in dept, not having enough 
equipment, not having enough 

Pupils could write down their ideas of 
countries that will be rich and poor and 
why before they learn about it during the 
topic.  
 
Pupils can research in more depth what has 
been done about the Millennium 
Development Goals:  

 http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-
development/millennium-

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/spaces/crime/revision/2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/spaces/crime/revision/2/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.co.uk/environment/global-warming/deforestation-overview/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.co.uk/environment/global-warming/deforestation-overview/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.co.uk/environment/global-warming/deforestation-overview/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/rainforest-destruction-kalimantan-indonesia-and-costa-rica/3096.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/rainforest-destruction-kalimantan-indonesia-and-costa-rica/3096.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/rainforest-destruction-kalimantan-indonesia-and-costa-rica/3096.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHrFBOUl6-8&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHrFBOUl6-8&safe=active
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/science/environment_earth_universe/changes_in_environment/revision/6/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/science/environment_earth_universe/changes_in_environment/revision/6/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/science/environment_earth_universe/changes_in_environment/revision/6/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/millennium-development-goals
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/millennium-development-goals


resources). Assessment will reflect on  
the Millennium Development Goals 
and evaluate their success. 

development-goals 

 http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-
development/millennium-
development-goals  

Half 
term 

3a 

China  
Is China the 
next 
Superpower? 

Students will learn about how life in 
China is different to life in the UK. The 
unit will look at how population 
control is a major issue in China, how 
China is a major manufacturer, and 
China as a comparison to other 
superpowers (USA and Russia). 
Assessment will be a past GCSE paper 
focusing on China’s One Child Policy. 

Encourage pupils to find out about the One 
Child Policy.  Could research where China 
ranks in the world for wealth, 
manufacturing population, and land area. 
 
Listen to talk about USA and China 
relations: 
A Superpower And An Emerging Rival: A 
Look Ahead At China 
http://www.npr.org/2013/06/13/19134800
5/a-superpower-and-an-emerging-rival-a-
look-ahead-at-china 
 
 

Half 
term 

3b 

Global issues 
What is the 
future of 
geography? 

Students will learn about global issues 
and impacts they have on our lives. 
Pupils will then complete a project 
about a global issue of their choice to 
research about and identify reasons 
and solutions to the issue. 

Encourage pupils to watch Newsround to 
find out any global issues that are topical. 
Can also encourage keen readers to look 
through newspaper and collect clippings 
about global issues.  

Key dates  
 
During Half term 1a (date tbc) – students will be taking part in a local fieldwork investigation. Letters for this 
will be out in due course. 
 
During Half term 1b (date tbc) – visit from Zoolab (animal handling workshop with species found in the 
Tropical Rainforest) 
 

Useful information 
Follow the Geography department on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/GoffsGeography 

 
Contact Details:  
Name:  Miss J. Fleeman, Head of Geography 
Email:  Jfl@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/millennium-development-goals
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/millennium-development-goals
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/millennium-development-goals
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/millennium-development-goals
http://www.npr.org/2013/06/13/191348005/a-superpower-and-an-emerging-rival-a-look-ahead-at-china
http://www.npr.org/2013/06/13/191348005/a-superpower-and-an-emerging-rival-a-look-ahead-at-china
http://www.npr.org/2013/06/13/191348005/a-superpower-and-an-emerging-rival-a-look-ahead-at-china
https://twitter.com/GoffsGeography
mailto:Jfl@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 History 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Every half term students are assessed using national curriculum levels and sub levels. Each topic has a ‘levels 
ladder’ which outlines the differences between each level. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery for every lesson. They also need to 
read their teachers comments in their books and act on any ‘NTTs’[‘now try this’] given. Students are 
expected to complete their progress tracking in their books after every assessment. 

Year 
8 

Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning 
How you can specifically help your 

child 

Term 
1a-
1b 

How has British 
society’s ethnic 
make-up changed 
over time, 1650-
2015? 

Drawing on skills developed in Year 7, 
this first topic focuses on Western 
slavery and its impact on the British and 
American economies. Here, we also 
chart the journey of a slave, from 
capture to emancipation. We then link 
the role of British Empire in attracting 
migrants to settle in Britain. This topic 
culminates in assessing the arguments 
both for and against immigration 
policies adopted by the British 
government.   

There are a lot of websites that can 
offer assistance on this topic. 
http://www.history.com/topics/blac
k-history/slavery  
Please encourage your child to think 
about how impartial their research 
is. 
This scheme will allow your child to 
understand why immigration 
happens and a variety of attitudes, 
as well as being introduced to ‘Left-
wing’ and ‘Right-wing’ political 
views. Home learning will be based 
around looking at different 
newspapers in order to gain an 
objective view of immigration. You 
may also like to encourage watching 
Channel 4 News, BBC News and any 
other programs (such as ‘Panorama’) 
should they be relevant. 

Term 
2a-
2b 

To what extent 
does Jack the 
Ripper symbolise 
the social 
problems of 
Industrialisation? 
What was the 
impact of the 
Ripper Murders 
on Women’s 
Rights? 

We investigate the infamous serial killer 
by looking at the crimes themselves, the 
suspects and the effect that the 
murders had on East London as well as 
identifying the different factors that 
combined Jack the Ripper to escape 
capture.  This then links to an in-depth 
study on the ‘Votes for Women’ 
movement, focusing on the role of the 
Suffragists and Suffragettes in gaining 
equal voting rights for Women from 
1899-1928, as well as the role of 
women in World War 1. 

 There are a large amount of 
different books available regarding 
Jack the Ripper. It would also be 
worth discussing the Industrial 
Revolution with your child so that 
they gain context of the time.  
Trips: The school organises a ‘Jack 
the Ripper’ walking tour for this 
scheme of learning, though this has 
limited spaces. The company 
‘London Walks’ is one of many 
companies that provide a 
comprehensive overview of the time 
period. 
http://www.walks.com/London_Wal
ks_Home/Jack_the_Ripper_Tour/def
ault.aspx 

Term 
3a 

Is the Holocaust 
the worst crime 
in history? 

This topic covers the causes of the 
Holocaust, the change in the treatment 
of Jews, the conditions within 
concentration camps and the impact of 
the Holocaust on global politics. 

Your child would have read ‘The Boy 
in the Striped Pyjamas’ as part of 
their English course so encourage 
them to re-read this or check back 
on their notes from those lessons. 
Further to this, there are two key 
films that vividly recall the 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/slavery
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/slavery
http://www.walks.com/London_Walks_Home/Jack_the_Ripper_Tour/default.aspx
http://www.walks.com/London_Walks_Home/Jack_the_Ripper_Tour/default.aspx
http://www.walks.com/London_Walks_Home/Jack_the_Ripper_Tour/default.aspx


Holocaust. The Pianist and 
Schindler’s List are both certificated 
‘15’ so these films should be 
watched at your discretion. As part 
of their research, students will likely 
encounter very graphic images, so 
you may want to supervise home 
learning activities. 

Term 
3b 

Own project This project will be guided by teachers – 
students will be allowed to cover a 
period of history meaningful to them. 
This can link to anything, e.g. fashion, 
sport or a particular event. It must 
cover how things have/have not 
changed and investigating different 
interpretations of events/individuals 
 

This will be a largely independent 
project so it is important that 
students are managing their time 
effectively and planning well. They 
will be able to produce this project in 
any form they like – it can be a 
presentation, model or creative 
piece. Talk to your child about their 
planning and how they are going to 
produce their project. 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Miss C. Poag, Head of History 
Email: cpo@goffs.herts.ssch.uk 
 
Name: Mr Nigel Appleyard  
Email: nap@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
Name: Mr David Emmott  
Email: dem@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
Name: Mrs Sangeeta Shergill  
Email: ssa@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Cpo@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:nap@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:dem@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:ssa@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Italian  
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to arrive to lessons properly equipped and on time. Students should complete 
all the work set in class and at home. Pupils are expected to learn vocabulary on a weekly basis using 
www.vocabexpress.com regularly. 

 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help 
your child 

Half term 
1a 

Io 
(sy who you are 
and how you are) 

Greetings & name 
Classroom commands 
Numbers 1-20 & age 
Alphabet 
Days of the week 
Recognise masculine/feminine 
Questions – intonation – go up at 
the end. 
Recognise negatives with non 

Monitor your child’s vocabulary 
learning on a weekly basis. You 
could also support them when 
working on it.  
www.languagesonline.org.uk  
www.moltobene.com 
www.vocabexpress . 
www.linguascope.com 
www.atantot.com 

Half term 
1b 

In classe 
(class room 
equipment) 

 Months of the Year  
Classroom objects 
C’è… non c’è (there is /isn’t) 
colours 
Numbers 21-50 
Xmas activities 
Recognise masculine/feminine & 
plural 
Recognise that the position is 
different & agreement of 
adjectives occur 

Your child could learn 1 time 
phrase a day and you could test 
them at the weekend.  You 
could discuss traditional dishes 
for various holidays. 

Half term 
2a 

In famiglia 
(family members, 
houses) 

Abito in …..  (types of 
accommodation) 
Numbers 51-100 
Family members & names & ages 
Birthdays. 
 
Recognise the difference between 
io and lui/lei  
Ho = I have Non ho= I don’t have  
Questions hai…? 

Help your child learn the 
vocabulary using the 
worksheets on 
www.linguascope.com 
  
 
 

Half term 
2b 

Gli sport 
(name different 
sports, sports 
clothing, weather 
conditions) 

Weather 
Sports 
Giocare/praticare 
 
Link basic vocab to express more 
complicated ideas – quando piove 
non gioco a tennis 
Giocare a  
Praticare il/la/lo/l’ 
Easter activities 

You could describe your 
favourite sport to your child 
and they translate it into Italian 
using a dictionary. Alternatively 
your child could work on 
www.linguascope.com 
  

Half term 
3a 

Un’email 
dall’Italia 
 (transport, 
holiday 
destinations 
accommodation, 
holiday 
preferences 

 Write an email to a friend from 
your holiday in Italy. 
Adapt language learnt to send a 
message to someone from 
another country. 

Monitor your child’s homework 
set by the department and 
encourage them to complete it.  

  

http://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.moltobene.com/
http://www.vocabexpress/
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.atantot.com/
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.linguascope.com/


Half term 
3b 

La colazione 
(breakfast food, 
quantities, 
likes/dislikes) 

Breakfast items 
simple opinions 
mangiare/ bere 
opinions with connectives 
questions. 
 Give simple opinions : mi piace/ 
amo/non mi piace/ odio 
Give reasons for opinions :perchè  
è… 

Help your child learn the 
vocabulary using the 
worksheets on 
www.linguascope.com 
 
 

 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Mrs M.Fetta, Head of Italian 
Email:  mfe@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
  

http://www.linguascope.com/
mailto:mfe@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Mathematics 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Students will sit formal assessments each term. They will also sit a full SATs assessment, a non-calculator paper worth 60 
marks, a calculator paper worth 60 marks, both an hour long and a mental test worth 30 marks at the end of the Autumn 
term (just before the Christmas holidays) to inform decisions about setting for the spring and summer term, and 
determine an end of KS3 level. They will then sit GCSE Baseline tests to determine what topics students need to focus in 
order to fully prepare them for the GCSE course in Year 9. There will be one at the end of the spring term (just before the 
Easter holiday) and one at the end of year as part of their end of year exam to determine their set for year 9. 
 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students will be following the national KS3 programme of study over two years. This will be completed by the end of 
the Autumn term (just before the Christmas holidays). Students will then follow a GCSE ready transition programme in 
order to get students fully prepared for GCSE. Each set will be following a slightly different schedule at a slightly 
different level, depending upon the targets of the students in the group. More detailed information about the 
programme of study can be found on the Department for Education website: 
 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130123124929/http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandle
arning/curriculum/secondary/b00199003/mathematics/ks3 
 

Year 
8 

Topic Title and unit What students will be learning 
How you can specifically 

help your child 

Set 1 Percentages  To understand what is meant by simple interest 

 To solve problems involving simple interest 

 To use the multiplier method to calculate the result 
of a percentage increase or decrease 

 To calculate the percentage change in a value 

 Given the result of a percentage change, to calculate 
the original value 

 To calculate the result of repeated percentage 
changes 

 Complete all of the 
MyMaths Booster Packs 
set by their class teacher 

 Use Youtube to find 
videos on topics which 
are of particular 
difficulty 

 Ensure your child 
completes all homework 

 Ensure your child is fully 
equipped each lesson 
including a calculator 

 Use BBC KS3 Bitesize 

 Equations and 
Formulae 

 To expand brackets and simplify more complex 
expressions 

 To factorise more complex expressions 

 To expand and factorise expressions with more than 
one variable 

 To solve equations where the variable is in the 
denominator of a fraction 

 

 Polygons  To work out the sum of the interior angles of a 
polygon 

 To work out exterior angles of polygons 

 To calculate the interior and exterior angles of 
regular polygons 

 To work out which regular polygons tessellate 

 

 Using Data  To interpret a variety of two-way tables 

 To estimate a mean from grouped data  

 To draw a cumulative frequency diagram 

 To find the interquartile range 

 To plan a statistical investigation 

 

 Applications and 
Graphs 

 To interpret step graphs 

 To interpret and draw time graphs 

 To draw exponential growth graphs 

 

 Pythagoras’ 
Theorem 

 To use Pythagoras’ theorem in right-angled triangles 

 Using Pythagoras’ theorem to solve problems 

 To use the converse of Pythagoras’ theorem 

 

 Right-Angled  To understand what trigonometric ratios are  

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130123124929/http:/www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/secondary/b00199003/mathematics/ks3
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130123124929/http:/www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/secondary/b00199003/mathematics/ks3


Triangles  To understand what the trigonometric ratios sine, 
cosine and tangent are 

 To find the angle identified from a trigonometric 
ratio 

 To find an unknown length of a right-angled triangle 
given one side and an angle 

 Algebra  To multiply out (or expand) two brackets 

 To multiply out three or more brackets 

 To factorise quadratic expressions with positive 
coefficients 

 To factorise quadratic expressions with negative 
coefficients 

 To recognise and use the difference of two square 

 

 Solving Equations 
Graphically 

 To draw any linear graph from any linear equation 

 To solve a linear equation from a graph 

 To solve a pair of simultaneous equations by 
drawing graphs 

 To solve quadratic equations by drawing graphs 

 To solve a cubic equation by drawing a graph 

 

 Fractions  To choose an appropriate method to add or subtract 
mixed numbers 

 To multiply two fractions or mixed numbers 

 To divide one fraction or mixed number by another 
fraction or mixed number 

 To add, subtract, multiply or divide fractions 
containing a variable 

 

 Decimal Numbers  To multiply numbers in standard form, using both 
positive and negative powers of ten  

 To divide numbers in standard form, using both 
positive and negative powers of ten 

 To understand the limits of accuracy when using 
rounded data 

 

 Surface Area and 
Volume of 
Cylinders 

 To calculate the volume of a cylinder 

 To calculate the curved surface area of a cylinder 

 To calculate the total surface area of a cylinder 

 To calculate the volumes and surface areas of 
composite shapes 

 

 Compound Units  To understand and use measures of speed 

 To understand and use density and other compound 
units 

 To understand and use unit pricing 

 

 Number Skills  Recognise and use relationships between 
operations, including inverse operations (e.g. 
cancellation to simplify calculations and 
expressions)  

 Use the concepts and vocabulary of  prime 
factorisation, including using product notation and 
the unique factorisation theorem  

 Estimate powers and roots of any given positive 
number  

 Calculate with roots, and with integer and fractional 
indices  

 Estimate answers; check calculations using 
approximation and estimation, including answers 
obtained using technology  

 

 Fractions and Surds  Simplify surd expressions involving squares (e.g. √12 
= √(4 × 3) = √4 × √3 = 2√3) and rationalise 
denominators 

 Work interchangeably with terminating decimals 
and their corresponding fractions (such as 3.5 and 
7/2 or 0.375 or 3/8 

 



 Interpret fractions and percentages as operators 

 Express one quantity as a fraction of another, where 
the fraction is less than 1 or greater than 1 

 Algebra  Understand and use the concepts and vocabulary of 
expressions, equations, formulae, identities, 
inequalities, terms and factors 

 Know the difference between an equation and an 
identity 

 Find the equation of the line through two given  
points or through one point with a given gradient 

 Identify and interpret gradients and intercepts of 
linear functions graphically and algebraically 

 Recognise cube numbers, simple arithmetic 
progressions, Fibonacci type sequences, quadratic 
sequences, and simple geometric progressions  

 Deduce expressions to calculate the nth term of 
linear and quadratic sequences 

 Interpret the gradient of a straight line graph as a 
rate of change; recognise and interpret graphs that 
illustrate direct and inverse proportion 

 

 Ratio and 
Proportion 

 Divide a given quantity into two parts in a given 
part:part or part:whole ratio; express the division of 
a quantity into two parts as a ratio; apply ratio to 
real contexts and problems (such as those involving 
conversion, comparison, scaling, mixing, 
concentrations) 

 Express a multiplicative relationship betweeb two 
quantities as a ratio or a fraction 

 Understand and use proportion as equality of ratios 

 Relate ratios to fractions and to linear functions 

 Interpret the gradient of a straight line graph as a 
rate of change; recognise and interpret graphs that 
illustrate direct and inverse proportion 

 Set up, solve and interpret the answers in growth 
and decay problems, including compound interest 

 

 Area, Volume, 
Transformations 
and Vectors 

 Use the standard conventions for labelling and 
referring to the sides and angles of triangles; draw 
diagrams from written description 

 Know the formulae: circumference of a circle = 2πr = 
πd, area of a circle = πr²; calculate:  surface area and 
volume of spheres, pyramids, cones and composite 
solids 

 Describe the changes achieved by combinations of 
rotations, reflections and translations 

 Identify, describe and construct  enlargements 
(including fractional and negative scale factors) 

 Apply addition and subtraction of vectors, 
multiplication of vectors by a scalar, and 
diagrammatic and column representations of 
vectors 

 

 Probability  Apply ideas of randomness, fairness and equally 
likely events to calculate expected outcomes of 
multiple future experiments 

 Understand that empirical unbiased samples tend 
towards theoretical probability distributions, with 
increasing sample size 

 Construct theoretical possibility spaces for single 
and combined experiments with equally likely 
outcomes and use these to calculate theoretical 
probabilities 

 Calculate the probability of independent and 
dependent combined events, including using tree 

 



diagrams and other representations, and know the 
underlying assumptions 

 Calculate and interpret conditional probabilities 
through representation using expected frequencies 
with two-way tables, tree diagrams and Venn 
diagrams 

 Inequalities, 
Equations, 
Formulae and 
Functions 

 Solve quadratic equations (including those that 
require rearrangement) algebraically by factorising, 
by completing the square and by using the quadratic 
formula 

 Solve two simultaneous equations in two variables 

 Solve linear inequalities in one or two variable(s) 
represent the solution set on a number line 

 Sketch translations and reflections of a given 
function 

 

 Collecting and 
Analysing Data 

 Infer properties of populations or distributions from 
a sample, while knowing the limitations of sampling 

 Construct and interpret diagrams for grouped 
discrete data and continuous data, i.e. histograms 
with equal and unequal class intervals and 
cumulative frequency graphs, and know their 
appropriate use 

 

 Direct and Inverse 
Proportion 

 Understand that X is inversely proportional to Y is 
equivalent to X is proportional to 1/Y; interpret 
equations that describe direct and inverse 
proportion 

 

 Area and Arc 
Length of Sectors 

 Calculate arc lengths, angles and areas of sectors of 
circles 

 

 Upper and Lower 
Bounds 

 Apply and interpret limits of accuracy, including 
upper and lower bounds 

 

 Trigonometry  •  Know and apply the sine rule a/sin A = b/sin B = 
c/sin C , and cosine rule a² = b² + c² – 2bc cos A, to 
find unknown lengths and angles 

 Know and apply Area = 1/2 ab sin C to calculate the 
area, sides or angles of any triangle 

 

Set 2 
and 3 

Equations and 
Formulae 

 To multiply out brackets  

 To factorise expressions 

 To solve equations with one or more sets of 
brackets 

 To solve equations with the variable on both sides 

 To solve equations with fractional coefficients 

 To solve equations with brackets and fractions 

 To change the subject of a formula 

 

 Solving Equations 
Graphically 

 To draw any linear graph from any linear equation 

 To solve a linear equation from a graph 

 To draw graphs from quadratic equations 

 To solve a quadratic equation by drawing a graph 

 To solve a pair of simultaneous equations 

 

 Comparing Data  To create a grouped frequency table from raw data 

 To interpret frequency diagrams 

 To draw a frequency diagram from a grouped 
frequency table 

 To use mean and range to compare data from two 
sources 

 To understand when each different type of average 
is most useful 

 

 Using Data  To infer a correlation from two related scatter 
graphs 

 To use and interpret a variety of time-series graphs 

 To interpret a variety of two-way tables  

 To compare two sets of data from statistical tables 

 



and diagrams 

 To plan a statistical investigation 

 Percentages  To understand what simple interest is 

 To solve problems involving simple interest 

 To calculate the result of a percentage increase or 
decrease 

 To choose the most appropriate method to calculate 
a percentage change 

 Given the result of a percentage change, to calculate 
the original value 

 To choose the correct calculation to work out a 
percentage 

 

 Decimals  To understand and work with both positive and 
negative powers of ten 

 To understand and work with standard form, using 
both positive and negative powers of ten 

 To round numbers, where necessary, to an 
appropriate or suitable degree of accuracy 

 

 Fractions  To add or subtract any two mixed numbers 
confidently 

 To multiply two fractions 

 To multiply one mixed number by another 

 To divide one fraction or mixed number by another 

 

 Polygons  To work out the sum of the interior angles of a 
polygon 

 To work out exterior angles of polygons 

 To make accurate geometric constructions 

 To work out the exterior angles of a regular polygon 

 To work out the interior angles of a regular polygon 

 To work out which regular polygons tessellate 

 

 Pythagoras’ 
Theorem 

 To understand Pythagoras’ theorem 

 To calculate the length of the hypotenuse in a right-
angled triangle 

 To calculate the length of a shorter side in a right-
angled triangle 

 To show that a triangle is right-angled 

 To use Pythagoras’ theorem to solve problems 

 

 Right-Angled 
Triangles 

 To understand what trigonometric ratios are 

 To understand what the trigonometric ratios sine, 
cosine and tangent are 

 To find the angle identified from a trigonometric 
ratio 

 To find an unknown length of a right-angled triangle 
given one side and another angle 

 

 Prisms and 
Cylinders 

 To convert from one metric unit to another 

 To calculate the volume of a prism 

 To calculate the surface area of a prism  

 To calculate the volume of a cylinder 

 To calculate the curved surface area of a cylinder 

 To calculate the total surface area of a cylinder 

 

 Compound Units  To understand and use measures of speed 

 To understand and use density and other compound 
units 

 To understand and use unit pricing 

 

 Number Skills  Prime factorisation, including using product notation 
and the unique factorisation theorem  

 Use positive integer powers and associated real 
roots (square, cube and higher), recognise powers of 
2, 3, 4, 5; estimate powers and roots of any given 
positive number  

 Estimate answers; check calculations using 

 



approximation and estimation, including answers 
obtained using technology  

 Interpret fractions and percentages as operators  

 Work interchangeably with terminating decimals 
and their corresponding fractions (such as 3.5 and 
7/2 or 0.375 or 3/8)  

 Identify and work with fractions in ratio problems 

 Equations, 
Expressions and 
Formulae 

 Understand and use the concepts and vocabulary of 
expressions, equations, formulae, identities, 
inequalities, terms and factors 

 Know the difference between an equation and an 
identity 

 Substitute numerical values into formulae and 
expressions, including scientific formulae 

 

 Equations of 
Straight Lines 

 Identify and interpret gradients and intercepts of 
linear functions graphically and algebraically 

 Find the equation of the line through two given 
points or through one point with a given gradient 

 

 Transformations  Identify, describe and construct congruent and 
similar shapes, including on coordinate axes, by 
considering rotation, reflection, translation and 
enlargement (including fractional scale factors) 

 Describe the changes and invariance achieved by 
combinations of rotations, reflections and 
translations 

 

 Congruence and 
Similarity 

 Use the basic congruence criteria for triangles (SSS, 
SAS, ASA, RHS) 

 Apply the concepts of congruence and similarity, 
including the relationships between lengths, areas 
and volumes in similar figures 

 

 Circles, Volume 
and Surface Area 

 Know the formulae: circumference of a circle = 2πr = 
πd, area of a circle = πr²; 
 calculate: perimeters of 2D shapes, including 
circles; areas of circles and composite shapes; 
surface area and volume of spheres, pyramids, 
cones and composite solids 

 

 Ratio  Express one quantity as a fraction of another, where 
the fraction is less than 1 or greater than 1 

 Divide a given quantity into two parts in a given 
part:part or part:whole ratio; express the division of 
a quantity into two parts as a ratio; apply ratio to 
real contexts and problems (such as those involving 
conversion, comparison, scaling, mixing, 
concentrations) 

 

 Indices  Calculate with roots, and with integer and fractional 
indices 

 

 Dealing with Data  Construct and interpret diagrams for grouped 
discrete data and continuous data, i.e. histograms 
with equal and unequal class intervals and 
cumulative frequency graphs, and know their 
appropriate use 

 

 Construction  Use the standard ruler and compass constructions 
(perpendicular bisector of a line segment, 
constructing a perpendicular to a given line from/at 
a given point, bisecting a given angle); use these to 
construct given figures and solve loci problems; 
know that the perpendicular distance from a point 
to a line is the shortest distance to the line  

 Construct and interpret plans and elevations of 3D 
shapes 

 

 Quadratics and 
Inequalities 

 Factorising quadratic expressions of the form x2 + bx 
+ c, including the difference of two squares 

 



 Solve quadratic equations (including those that 
require rearrangement) algebraically by factorising, 
by completing the square and by using the quadratic 
formula 

 Solve linear inequalities in one or two variable(s) 
and represent the solution set on a number line 

 Sectors  Calculate arc lengths, angles and areas of sectors of 
circles 

 

 Vectors  Apply addition and subtraction of vectors, 
multiplication of vectors by a scalar, and 
diagrammatic and column representations of 
vectors 

 

 Bounds  Apply and interpret limits of accuracy, including 
upper and lower bounds 

 

 Probability  Apply ideas of randomness, fairness and equally 
likely events to calculate expected outcomes of 
multiple future experiments 

 Understand that empirical unbiased samples tend 
towards theoretical probability distributions, with 
increasing sample size 

 Construct theoretical possibility spaces for single 
and combined experiments with equally likely 
outcomes and use these to calculate theoretical 
probabilities 

 Calculate the probability of independent and 
ependent combined events, including using tree 
diagrams and other representations, and know the 
underlying assumptions 

 

Set 4 Algebra  To simplify algebraic expressions involving the four 
basic operations 

 To simplify algebraic expressions by combining like 
terms 

 To remove brackets from an expression 

 To use algebraic expressions in different contexts 

 To write algebraic expressions involving powers 

 To expand expressions with two brackets and 
simplify them 

 

 Equations and 
Formulae 

 To solve simple equations involving brackets 

 To solve equations which include brackets 

 To solve equations involving two operations 

 To substitute values into a variety of formulae 

 To factorise expressions  

 To solve equations with one or more sets of 
brackets  

 To solve equations involving fractions 

 

 Decimal Numbers  To confirm ability to multiplying decimal numbers 

 To confirm ability to divide with decimals 

 To understand and work with both positive and 
negative powers of ten 

 

 Fractions  To add or subtract any two fractions 

 To multiply two fractions 

 To divide one fraction by another 

 

 Percentages  To understand what simple interest is 

 To solve problems involving simple interest 

 To choose the most appropriate method to calculate 
a percentage change 

 Given the result of a percentage change, to calculate 
the original value 

 

 Proportion  To understand the meaning of direct proportion 

 To find missing values in problems involving 
proportion 

 



 To understand what is meant by inverse proportion 

 To solve problems using inverse proportion 

 To recognise the difference between direct and 
inverse proportion in problems  

 To work out missing values 

 Comparing Data  To understand and calculate the mean average of 
data 

 To be able to draw a diagram from a frequency table 

 To use the mean and range to compare data from 
two sources 

 To understand when each different type of average 
is most useful 

 

 Using Data  To interpret a variety of two-way tables 

 To compare two sets of data from statistical tables 
and diagrams 

 To plan a statistical investigation 

 

 Polygons  To know the names of polygons 

 To know the difference between an irregular 
polygon and a regular polygon 

 To work out the sum of the interior angles of a 
polygon 

 To work out the sizes of the interior angles in 
regular polygons 

 

 Circles  To know the definition of a circle and the names of 
its parts 

 To work out the relationship between the 
circumference and diameter of a circle 

 To use a formula to work out the circumference of a 
circle 

 To calculate the area of a circle 

 To solve problems involving the circumference and 
area of a circle 

 

 Congruence, 
Scaling, Surface 
Area and Volume 
of 3D Shapes 

 To recognise congruent shapes 

 To use ratio to compare lengths and areas of 2D 
shapes 

 To work out the surface area of cubes and cuboids 

 To use a simple formula to work out the volume of a 
cube and cuboid 

 To work out the capacity of a cube or cuboid 

 To work out the volume of a triangular prism 

 

 Ordering Numbers  Order positive and negative integers, decimals and 
fractions; use the symbols =, ≠, <, > , ≤, ≥ 

 

 Calculations  Use positive integer powers and associated real 
roots (square, cube and higher), recognise powers of 
2, 3, 4, 5;  

 Estimate answers; check calculations using 
approximation and estimation, including answers 
obtained using technology 

 Round numbers and measures to an appropriate 
degree of accuracy (e.g. to a specified number of 
decimal places or significant figures) 

 

 Equations, 
Expressions and 
Formulae 

 Understand and use the concepts and vocabulary of 
expressions, equations, formulae, identities, 
inequalities, terms and factors 

 Understand and use standard mathematical 
formulae; rearrange formulae to change the subject 

 

 Graphs  Plot graphs of equations that correspond to straight-
line graphs in the coordinate plane; use the form y = 
mx + c to identify parallel lines 

 

 Factors and 
Multiples 

 Use the concepts and vocabulary of prime numbers, 
factors (divisors), multiples, common factors, 

 



common multiples, highest common factor, lowest 
common multiple, prime factorisation 

 Angles and Lines  Use conventional terms and notation: points, 
lines, vertices, edges, planes, parallel lines, 
perpendicular lines, right angles, polygons, 
regular polygons and polygons with reflection 
and/or rotation symmetries; use the standard 
conventions for labelling and referring to the 
sides and angles of triangles; draw diagrams 
from written description 

 Understand and use alternate and 
corresponding angles on parallel lines; derive 
and use the sum of angles in a triangle 

 

 Area and 
Construction 

 Know and apply formulae to calculate: area of 
triangles, parallelograms, trapezia 

 Use the standard ruler and compass constructions 
(perpendicular bisector of a line segment, 
constructing a perpendicular to a given line from/at 
a given point, bisecting a given angle) 

 Construct and interpret plans and elevations of 3D 
shapes 

 

 Fractions and 
Percentages 

 Express one quantity as a fraction of another, where 
the fraction is less than 1 or greater than 1 

 Define percentage as `number of parts per 
hundred’; interpret percentages and percentage 
changes as a fraction or a decimal, and interpret 
these multiplicatively; express one quantity as a 
percentage of another; compare two quantities 
using percentages; work with percentages greater 
than 100% 

 

 Ratio  Divide a given quantity into two parts in a given 
part:part or part:whole ratio; express the division of 
a quantity into two parts as a ratio; apply ratio to 
real contexts and problems (such as those involving 
conversion, comparison, scaling, mixing, 
concentrations) 

 Express a multiplicative relationship between two 
quantities as a ratio or a fraction 

 Understand and use proportion as equality of ratios 

 

 Probability  Record, describe and analyse the frequency of 
outcomes of probability experiments using tables 
and frequency trees 

 Relate relative expected frequencies to theoretical 
probability, using appropriate language and the 0-1 
probability scale 

 Apply the property that the probabilities of an 
exhaustive set of outcomes sum to one; apply the 
property that the probabilities of an exhaustive set 
of mutually exclusive events sum to one 

 

 Sequences  Recognise and use sequences of triangular, square 
and cube numbers, simple arithmetic progressions, 
Fibonacci type sequences, quadratic sequences, and 
simple geometric progressions 

 Deduce expressions to calculate the nth term of 
linear sequences 

 

 Indices  Calculate with roots, and with integer indices  

 Statistics  Infer properties of populations or distributions from 
a sample, while knowing the limitations of sampling 

 Apply statistics to describe a population 

 Use and interpret scatter graphs; recognise 
correlation and know that it does not indicate 

 



causation; draw estimated lines of best fit; make 
predictions 

 Fractions and 
Decimals 

 Work interchangeably with terminating decimals 
and their corresponding fractions (such as 3.5 and 
7/2 or 0.375 or 3/8) 

 Identify and work with fractions in ratio problems 

 Interpret fractions and percentages as operators 

 

 Bearings  Measure line segments and angles in geometric 
figures, including interpreting maps and scale 
drawings and use of bearings 

 

 Straight Line 
Graphs 

 Identify and interpret gradients and intercepts of 
linear functions graphically and algebraically 

 Catch up on sow 

 

 Probability  Apply ideas of randomness, fairness and equally 
likely events to calculate expected outcomes of 
multiple future experiments 

 Understand that empirical unbiased samples tend 
towards theoretical probability distributions, with 
increasing sample size 

 Enumerate sets and combinations of sets 
systematically, using tables, grids, Venn diagrams 
and tree diagrams 

 Construct theoretical possibility spaces for single 
and combined experiments with equally likely 
outcomes and use these to calculate theoretical 
probabilities 

 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Mr J. Vyras, Head of Maths 

Email: jvy@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

  

  

mailto:jvy@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Music 
 
Assessment Criteria  
 
Every half term students are given an assessment, which is marked according to the level system for 
Music. 
 

 
Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to follow all instructions and to take an active part in developing their 
confidence through musical practise, listening/appraising and performance.   
 

Year 8 Topic 
Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help 
your child 

TERM 
1 

EVERY 
BREATH 
YOU 
TAKE 

This song is used to further develop 
keyboard skills and to gain an 
understanding of structure and arranging 
skills.  

 Encourage practise at 
home to develop 
keyboard skills. 

 Encourage your child to 
attend extra clubs at 
lunchtimes to practise 
further. 

TERM 
2 

DJEMBE Students will be learning about the culture 
of African drumming and taking part in 
group performances using Djembe drums. 
They will also develop their sense of 
rhythm and pulse. 

 Help your child to 
research the topic and 
listen to examples of the 
genre (youtube). 

TERM 
3 

POP 
BALLADS 

Students will gain an understanding of the 
genre as well as developing their keyboard 
skills and attempting different standards 
of pieces to perform hands-together. 

 Listen to the chosen songs 
at home and encourage 
extra keyboard practise. 

Key dates and what students will be doing 
Each half term students have a practical or listening assessment.  

 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Mr N. Taken, Head of Music 
Email:  nta@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
  

mailto:nta@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Physical Education 
 
Students will be taught in mixed groups, of boys and girls, in sets based on ability. 
 
Assessment Criteria 
Students will be assessed after each unit of work/after each sport  
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come with the correct equipment for every lesson, including lessons where they may be 
injured. In this case students will not take an active part in the performance part of the lesson but may be required 
to act as a coach or an official. 

Year 
8 

Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
Term 

1a  
 

8e/w1 
Rugby 
8e/w2 
Netball 
8e/w3 
Badminton  
8e/w4 
Dance 

Students will learn a variety of ways of testing 
their personal fitness levels including 
Cardiovascular Endurance, Flexibility, Agility, 
Strength, etc. Students will also be taught a 
variety of ways to improve these fitness levels 
including Circuit Training, Resistance Training, 
Interval Training, etc.  

Encourage them to attend a variety of 
after-school sports clubs to maintain and 
improve fitness levels. 
Please make sure your child has their kit 
for every lesson. If they are injured please 
send in a note but still bring kit so they 
can be involved in the learning that takes 
place. 

Half 
Term 

1a  

8e/w1 
Basketball 
8e/w2 
Rugby 
8e/w3 
Football 
8e/w4 
Trampolining 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in this 
block. 
Students will learn how to work in a team and 
build skills such as communication, 
cooperation, and teamwork. 
In Rugby, students will learn how to safely 
tackle and deal with contact with other and 
the ground. 
In Trampolining students will learn a variety of 
movements and will be taught the safety 
requirements involved such as “Spotting” and 
supporting other students. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 
Netball is mostly outside on the courts. 
Rugby is on the field. Wear Boots. 
Gum shield is advisable (can be purchased 
from PE office).  
Football is on the astro. Wear 
astros/trainers 
All students should have their school 
tracksuit with them at all times. 

Half 
Term 

1b 

8e/w1 
Netball 
8e/w2 
Football 
8e/w3 
Trampolining 
8e/w4 
Non 
Traditional 
Games 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in this 
block. 
Students will learn how to work in a team and 
build skills such as communication, 
cooperation, and teamwork. 
In Rugby, students will learn how to safely 
tackle and deal with contact with other and 
the ground. 
In Trampolining students will learn a variety of 
movements and will be taught the safety 
requirements involved such as “Spotting” and 
supporting other students. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 
Netball is mostly outside on the courts. 
Rugby is on the field. Wear Boots. 
Gum shield is advisable (can be purchased 
from PE office).  
Football is on the astro. Wear 
astros/trainers 
All students should have their school 
tracksuit with them at all times. 

Half 
Term 

2a 

8e/w1 
Football 
8e/w2 
Dance 
8e/w3 
Non 
Traditional 
Games 
8e/w4 
Netball 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in this 
block. 
Within Rugby and Football the girls will learn 
how to work in a team and build skills such as 
communication, cooperation, and teamwork. 
In Rugby, students will learn how to safely 
tackle and deal with contact with other and 
the ground. 
 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 
Netball is mostly outside on the courts. 
Rugby is on the field. Wear Boots. 
Gum shield is advisable (can be purchased 
from PE office).  
Football is on the astro. Wear 
astros/trainers 
All students should have their school 



tracksuit with them at all times. 

Half 
Term 

2b 

8e/w1 
Dance 
8e/w2 
Basketball 
8e/w3 
Netball 
8e/w4 
Football 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in this 
block. 
Within Basketball the boys will also learn how 
to work in a team and build skills such as 
communication, cooperation, and teamwork. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 
 

Half 
Term 

3a 

Sport 
Education 
 

Sport Education involves the students taking a 
variety of roles within a selected sport. For 
example, students will rotate each lesson and 
take on roles such as a performer, coach of 
warm up or main session, official and 
manager. 
 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 
In Sport Education lessons the students 
take on leadership roles. The girls 
participate in netball. The boys participate 
in football. Each week they take on the 
role of warm up coach, skills coach, 
official, captain, team manager, score 
keeper. They should plan their skills 
session using the template on doddle. 

Half 
Term 

3a 

8e/w1 
Athletics 
8e/w2 
Athletics 
8e/w3 
Tennis 
8e/w4 
Badminton 

Athletics will involve the teaching of running, 
jumping and throwing events. The throwing 
events will be taught using the official 
equipment and using the relevant weight for 
their age-group. They will be taught the 
techniques for all events and how they are 
scored/measured. 
Tennis will involve the teaching of serving, 
forehand and backhand shots and shots close 
to the net and from a distance. They will be 
taught the scoring system for Tennis. 
 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 

Half 
Term 

3b 

8e/w1 
Rounders 
8e/w2 
Tennis 
8e/w3 
OAA 
8e/w4 
Rounders 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in this 
block. 
Rounders will involve the teaching of fielding 
skills and batting. They will be taught the 
scoring system for Rounders. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 

Half 
Term 

3b 

8e/w1 
Tennis 
8e/w2 
Rounders 
8e/w3 
Rounders 
8e/w4 
OAA 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 
techniques within the sport they cover in this 
block. 
Tennis will involve the teaching of serving, 
forehand and backhand shots and shots close 
to the net and from a distance. They will be 
taught the scoring system for Tennis. 
Striking and Fielding will involve the teaching 
of fielding skills and batting in one of the 
selected sports (Rounders, Cricket or Softball). 
They will be taught the scoring system for the 
sport covered. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 
after-school activity for the sport they are 
covering in this unit. 

 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Mr R Ashdown, Head of PE 
Email:   RAs@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 

mailto:RAs@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Product Design 
 

 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Every term students are assessed using the Goffs Design and Technology Tracker which is adapted from the 
Design and Technology National Curriculum document.  Each topic focuses on three specific strands and every 
project assesses students’ practical skills and ability.  Each project  has a ‘levels ladder’ which outlines the 
differences between each level and highlights how students can achieve higher levels in each of the relevant 
strands. 
 
Students will have 2 Product Design lessons over 2 weeks and will be given a homework every other lesson. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teachers 
comments in their workbooks and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress 
trackers after every assessment period and to complete ALL of the homework set via Doddle. 
 

Year 7 Topic Title 
and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child 

 Memphis 
Style Clocks 
and 
Mechanisms 

Students will study the Memphis design 
movement and the Design Process to solve a 
design and make problem.  They will need to 
complete research tasks, write a design 
specification, generate design ideas, model 
the idea that best meets the Design 
Specification, test & evaluate the model and 
modify it as appropriate; then plan how to 
make the product they have developed using 
Computer aided design and Computer aided 
Manufacture. They will then have the 
opportunity to make a high quality 
functional product which can then be tested 
and evaluated against the original design 
specification. During this project they will 
also learn about mechanisms 

Students will receive Home Learning  
tasks every lesson on a fortnightly 
basis. Details will be posted on 
‘doddle’ and students will be 
informed. Parents should make sure 
that the work set is printed off and 
completed for submission by the 
deadline which will be the following 
lesson, 2 weeks later. These 
homework tasks will be included as 
evidence of progress in the students 
Product Design folder. 
 

 
 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Mrs M. Fusco, Head of Product Design & Engineering 
Email:   mfu@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mfu@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Religious Studies 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Every half term students are assessed using the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus of Religious Education levels 
and sub levels. Each topic has a ‘levels ladder’ which outlines the differences between each level. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teacher’s 
comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracker in 
the front of their books after every assessment. 

Year 
7 

Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 
term 

1a 

Religion – Do 
we have a 
choice? 

In this unit students will consider what it 
means to join a religion and what sort of 
choices are made in order to belong to a 
particular religion. They will also consider 
whether the choice to belong to a religion is 
made by parents and handed down to their 
children. Students will discuss when such 
decisions should be made – can children make 
decisions to join a religion or should you be 
an adult? They will look at Christianity and 
Judaism in particular when studying this unit. 
 

Discuss with your child the question “why 
do you think people are religious?” and 
explain your personal beliefs. 
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
1-religion-do-we-have-a-choice/ 

Half 
term 

1b 

Does it Matter 
How we 
Behave? 

In this unit students will be looking at reasons 
as to why it does or doesn’t matter how 
people behave and exploring why religions 
believe it does matter how you behave and 
why they believe this. Actions 
and consequences will be relevant here and 
the religious focus will centre on ideas of 
Heaven and Hell as well as the concept of 
karma. 

Encourage your child to think about their 
behaviour and the consequences it has. 
Discuss what you think happens in the 
afterlife and if behaviour affects this.  
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
2-does-it-matter-how-we-behave/ 

Half 
term 

2a 

Is Marriage Just 
About Love and 
Romance? 

In this unit students will consider whether 
marriage is more than just a wedding 
ceremony and the reasons people choose to 
get married. Students will look at what some 
religions believe about marriage and whether 
it can be a good thing to have your parents 
involved in arranging your marriage. The unit 
will cover civil and secular views on love and 
marriage as well as Christian, Muslim and 
Hindu views. Students should also be able to 
explain the difference between arranged and 
forced marriages. 
 

Discuss your views at home. Watch this 
too: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2gh
Zp8oih0 
 
What was religious about the royal 
wedding? 
What was secular (non-religious)? 
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
3-is-marriage-just-about-love-and-
romance/ 
 

Half 
term 

2b 

Is Prejudice 
and 
Discrimination 
Alive and 
Kicking? 

In this unit students will be looking at what the 
words ‘prejudice’ and ‘discrimination’ mean. 
They will look at examples of prejudice and 
discrimination, such as discrimination based on 
disability, gender and race. Lessons will 
included how people with HIV/AIDS have been 
treated in the past, peoples’ reactions 
to conjoined twins and whether beauty 
matters. They will also learn what Jesus taught 
about the way we should treat other people. 

Discuss what prejudice or discrimination 
you have experienced or witnessed and 
the negative effect this has on society. 
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
4-is-prejudice-still-alive-and-kicking/ 

http://www.intra.thegrid.org.uk/learning/re/herts_agreed_syllabus_sec_12-17_v2.pdf
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-1-religion-do-we-have-a-choice/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-1-religion-do-we-have-a-choice/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-2-does-it-matter-how-we-behave/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-2-does-it-matter-how-we-behave/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2ghZp8oih0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2ghZp8oih0
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-3-is-marriage-just-about-love-and-romance/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-3-is-marriage-just-about-love-and-romance/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-3-is-marriage-just-about-love-and-romance/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-4-is-prejudice-still-alive-and-kicking/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-4-is-prejudice-still-alive-and-kicking/


Students will also have considered their own 
views about prejudice and discrimination. 

Half 
term 

3a 
and 
3b 

Does religion 
make people 
inspirational? 
 

In this unit students will consider what makes 
people inspirational, especially the 
characteristics and qualities they have, as well 
as the impact they have on other people, 
society and history. Students will also be 
learning about some famous people in history 
who could be regarded as inspirational in a 
religious sense, spiritually and/or 
politically/socially. People covered in this unit 
include Gandhi (pictured), Anne Frank, Nelson 
Mandela, Aung San Suu Kyi and Princess Diana. 
Some are considered religious and some are 
considered secular or non-religious. 

Discuss with your child who you feel is a 
inspirational person. Explain to your child 
why you think this person is an inspiration 
and encourage your child to consider 
what qualities make someone 
inspirational and is religion a part of this.  
 
Website: http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-
5-does-religion-make-people-
inspirational/ 

 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Mr T. Cahill, Associate Assistant Principal (Head of RS) 
Email: tca@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

  

http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-5-does-religion-make-people-inspirational/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-5-does-religion-make-people-inspirational/
http://goffsrs.com/year-8/unit-5-does-religion-make-people-inspirational/
mailto:tca@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Science 
Assessment will include: 
 
Module exam for each topic 
Assessment for learning tasks for topics 
End of year exam covering all topics 
 

As per 
rotation 

Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

 Biology Term 4 
 
Photosynthesis, 
respiration and 
circulation 

The dependence of almost all 
life on Earth on the ability of 
photosynthetic organisms, such 
as plants and algae, to use 
sunlight in photosynthesis to 
build organic molecules that are 
an essential energy store and to 
maintain levels of oxygen and 
carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere; the reactants in, 
and products of, 
photosynthesis, and a word 
summary for photosynthesis. 
The adaptions of leaves for 
photosynthesis.  

 Students can access specific sites, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
guides/zpwmxnb/revision 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
guides/zq349j6/revision 

 

 If you have a microscope at home 
it would be ideal to study a leaf 
under the microscope to see if 
they can identify simple 
structures.  

 Physics Term 4 
  
Energy  

In this unit students learn about 
forces on objects, how to 
calculate speed, use equipment 
to measure forces, mass & 
gravity, how forces effect 
planets, Hooke’s Law.  
 
 
 
 

 Students can access specific sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
topics/z4brd2p 

 
 

 Chemistry Term 4 
 
Acids and alkalis 
 

Defining acids and alkalis in 
terms of neutralisation 
reactions; the pH scale for 
measuring acidity/alkalinity; 
and indicators  
 

 Students can access specific sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
guides/zyn3b9q/revision 

  

 Biology Term 5 
 
Reproduction and 
growth  

Reproduction in plants, 
including flower structure, wind 
and insect pollination, 
fertilisation, seed and fruit 
formation and dispersal, 
including quantitative 
investigation of some dispersal 
mechanisms 
 

 Students can access specific sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
guides/z9fgr82/revision 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
guides/zs7thyc/revision 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemistry Term 5 
  
Materials and 
everyday 
chemistry  

Earth as a source of limited 
resources and the efficacy of 
recycling. 
Properties of ceramics, 
polymers and composites 
(qualitative) 

 Students can access specific sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
guides/zqwmxnb/revision 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
guides/ztxnsbk/revision 

 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zpwmxnb/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zpwmxnb/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zq349j6/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zq349j6/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z4brd2p
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z4brd2p
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zyn3b9q/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zyn3b9q/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9fgr82/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9fgr82/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zs7thyc/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zs7thyc/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zqwmxnb/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zqwmxnb/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/ztxnsbk/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/ztxnsbk/revision


 Physics Term 5 
 
Waves  

The similarities and differences 
between light waves and waves 
in matter 
The transmission of light 
through materials: absorption, 
diffuse scattering and specular 
reflection at a surface 
The transmission of light 
through materials: absorption, 
diffuse scattering and specular 
reflection at a surface 
The refraction of light and 
action of convex lens in 
focusing (qualitative); the 
human eye 

 Students can access specific sites,  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zw
982hv  
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zg
r8d2p/revision 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z8
d2mp3/revision 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z
q7thyc/revision 
 

 Biology Term 6 
 
Ecosystems  

The interdependence of 
organisms in an ecosystem, 
including food webs and insect 
pollinated crops 
 
How organisms affect, and are 
affected by, their environment, 
including the accumulation of 
toxic materials 

  Students can access specific sites,  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z
q4wjxs/revision 
 
 

 Chemistry Term 6 
 
The earth and the 
atmosphere  
  

The structure and composition 
of the earth.  The rock cycle and 
the carbon cycle.  
 
The carbon cycle concepts 
learned in KS3 are the basis of a 
large amount of content taught 
in KS4. 
  

 Students can access specific sites,  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zy
sbgk7/revision 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zg
b9kqt/revision 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z
wd2mp3/revision 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z2
7thyc/revision 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zt
6sfg8/revision 
 

 Physics Term 6  
 
Space  
 

Our sun as a star, galaxies, 
seasons of the earth’s tilt, 
length of days, gravity forces 
between planets. Other stars in 
our galaxy and the light year.  
 
This unit underpins a large 
amount of content covered in 
KS4 and so students will be 
taught basic concepts that will 
help in the development of 
knowledge further in KS4.  
 

 Students can access specific sites,  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z8
wx6sg/revision 
 
 

 
Contact Details: 
Name:  Mr T. Albone, Head of Department Name: Mrs M. Kempthorne, Director of KS3 
Email:  tal@goffs.herts.sch.uk   Email: mke@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zw982hv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zw982hv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zgr8d2p/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zgr8d2p/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z8d2mp3/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z8d2mp3/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zq7thyc/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zq7thyc/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zq4wjxs/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zq4wjxs/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zysbgk7/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zysbgk7/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zgb9kqt/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zgb9kqt/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zwd2mp3/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zwd2mp3/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z27thyc/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z27thyc/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zt6sfg8/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zt6sfg8/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z8wx6sg/revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z8wx6sg/revision
mailto:tal@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:mke@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 
Your Guide to Year 8 Spanish 

 
Assessment Criteria 
Every term students are assessed using national curriculum levels and sub levels. Each term the pupils are 
assessed in at least three language skills: listening, reading, writing or speaking. By the end of the year all 
pupils are assessed in all four skills areas. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teachers 
comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to learn new vocabulary and 
complete their work on the www.vocabexpress.com regularly. The pupils have access to interactive 
website: www.linguascope.com to practise key vocabulary  

 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child 

Autumn I 
 

 
People! 
Based on 
Textbook: Mira 2  
( unit 1) 

The purpose of this unit is to 
ensure pupils can describe 
themselves and their friends, 
describe their daily routine and 
talk what about their pastimes, 
understand different nationalities. 
 The focus will be the opinions and 
using the connectives: y, pero, 
también, nunca 

You can help your child write 
phrases related to a daily routine, 
ask them to describe someone in 
your family, check their knowledge 
of at least 5 nationalities from 
memory. 

Autumn II 
 

Going out 
Based on 
Textbook: Mira 2  
( unit 2 ) 

Students will learn the names of 
different places in town: cinema, 
shops, theatre, museums etc. 
They will also learn the near future 
tense and how to decline an 
invitation by making excuses.  They 
will learn the verbs TO WANT 
(querer) and TO BE ABLE TO 
(poder). The assessment of this 
unit will involve a role-play. 

You could support your child with 
helping them to learn the verb 
conjugations of QUERER and 
PODER, also you could encourage 
your child to memorise at least two 
excuses of declining an invitation, 
these excuses could be pinned 
above their beds to help them 
memorize them. 

Spring I 
 

My holidays 
Based on 
Textbook: Mira 2  
( unit 3 ) 

During this half term, the students 
will learn how to use the past 
tense to describe their holidays in 
the past. There will also be a focus 
on different types of transport and 
the verbs such as: to go by, to fly, 
to drive, to catch (a bus, a taxi etc). 

At home, the pupils could research 
different holiday destinations in the 
Spanish speaking countries, finding 
out about the famous Spanish 
landmarks and holiday activities,  
you could help them by looking at 
various travel agent websites. You 
could also share your personal 
experience if you had travelled to a 
Spanish speaking country. 

Spring II Food  
Based on 
Textbook: Mira 2  
( unit 4) 

Pupils will learn the names of 
different dishes, including some 
traditional Spanish dishes, they will 
also learn the names of the drinks, 
different mealtimes and the past 
tense of the “er” and “ir” verbs 

You could support your child by 
helping them memorize the verb 
endings of the past tense for “er” 
and “ir” verbs.  In the evenings your 
child could also use a dictionary to 
translate what they had for dinner. 

Summer I Fashion 
Based on 
Textbook: Mira 2  
( unit 5) 

Students will learn colours, clothes 
items and hoe to use the 
comparative adjectives; they will 
also consolidate the feminine and 
masculine nouns and adjectives. 

Your child could read the fashion 
sector of the famous Spanish 
magazine on www.semana.es (then 
click on MODA section), looking up 
the adjectives and items of clothing 
mentioned in this section in the 
dictionary. This will also help your 

http://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.semana.es/


child to learn the names for the 
fashion accessories: sun glasses etc. 

Summer II Barcelona 
Based on 
Textbook: Mira 2  
( unit 6) 

During this unit the students will 
learn about the city of Barcelona, 
things to see and do there, ask and 
give directions. The assessment of 
this unit will involve creative 
writing. 
 

Monitor your child is completing 
the work set by the department. 
Your child could also read about 
Barcelona on www.barcelona-
life.com/barcelona/blogs  
Your child could also participate in a 
school trip to Barcelona. 

End of year exams in summer 2017 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Miss N Andreou, Head of Languages 
Email: nan@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
  

http://www.barcelona-life.com/barcelona/blogs
http://www.barcelona-life.com/barcelona/blogs
mailto:nan@goffs.herts.sch.uk


Your Guide to Year 8 Textiles 
 

Assessment Criteria 
 
Every half term students are assessed using our level system. Students can use their project planners and 
assessment trackers in order to make progress towards their aspirational targets.  
Some students will have 1 textiles lesson per fortnight. 
A voluntary contribution will be requested to cover the cost of materials in Textiles for the year. 
 

Topic title and unit 
NB These units may be 
delivered in any order. 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 
child – check the school website to 
access the pupil project planners to 
find out what the lesson & home 
learning targets are for each week. 

Day of the Dead inspired 
toy 

Students will have the opportunity to 
research and investigate the Day of the 
Dead festival to create an original design 
for a toy.  
They will have the opportunity to use a 
variety of hand sewing stitches and 
electronics to add lights. 

You could encourage your child to 
investigate how to create a variety 
of hand sewing stitches; there are 
some excellent YouTube videos to 
support them. 
Take them to the library to 
research this incredible festival! 
The opening scenes in ‘Spectre’ are 
all from the Mexican festival. 

Group presentation on 
biomimicry and/ or 
smart and modern 
textiles 

Students will work in groups to research 
sustainability and the environmental 
impact of textiles. 

They will need to orally presenting 
their digital presentation. Parents 
could help by rehearsing with their 
child. 

Upcycled jersey garment Students will learn how to manipulate 
jersey fabric to up-cycle an unwanted t-
shirt. They will learn a variety of decorative 
techniques to embellish their product.  

Creative online ideas on how to up 
cycle garments can be researched 
on Websites such as 
http://pinterest.com/ . 

 
Contact Details:    
Name: Mrs L.J. Abazi, Head of Textiles 
Email: lcl@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 

http://pinterest.com/
mailto:lcl@goffs.herts.sch.uk

