
Your Guide to Year 8 English 

 
Assessment Criteria 

Every half term students are assessed using national curriculum levels. Each assessment is marked using this criteria 

which outlines the differences between each level. This is given to students at the beginning of the school year. 

 

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to read their teachers’ comments 

in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracking in the front of 

their books after every assessment. 

Year 

7 

Topic Title and 

unit 

What students will be learning. How you can specifically help your child. 

Half 

term 

1a 

 

 

 

 

“Jeepers 

Creepers” 

Ghost stories 

Students will learn how to write creatively and 

improve their writing skills further. They will focus 

on ghost stories to help them understand how to 

use imaginative ideas and descriptions in their 

own work. 

Students will be marked on on: 

1. Writing and creating a brochure for a ghost 

tour involving Goffs School that is organised 

effectively and appropriately: Writing 

Assessment. 

2. Their ability to answer a question using 

PEE (Point, Evidence, Explanation). Reading 

Assessment. 

Students will be asked to write 

imaginatively.  You can help by hearing 

them read every night for 15 minutes and 

actively help them to look for interesting 

adjectives, adverbs and vocabulary. This 

will help them to write more creatively and 

skilfully. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework. 

 

They could also practice writing PEE 

paragraphs at home to strengthen their 

skills in this area. 

 

Half 

term 

1b 

 

 

 

 

 

Roald Dahl’s 

‘Tales with a 

Twist’ 

 

Students will look at Roald Dahl’s work in depth 

analysing theme, character and language. 

Students will be encouraged to explore 

alternative viewpoints as memorise and 

summarise events and quotes. Students will be 

marked on: 

 

1. Their ability to answer a question on 

character and theme using two PEE 

paragraphs. Reading Assessment. 

2. Their ability to write a short story in the 

style of Roald Dahl. Writing Assessment. 

You can help support your child by 

researching the works of Roald Dahl as well 

as hearing them read for 15 minutes every 

night to help them look for interesting 

adjectives, adverbs and vocabulary. This 

will help them to write more creatively and 

skilfully. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

 

Half 

term 

2a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have I Got 

News For You? 

 

Public Speaking 

is also covered 

this half term 

Students will learn about the different types of 

media and news including, press, T.V and 

posters. Students will also be learning how to 

analyse media and explain how language and 

presentational devices are used to create an 

impact. Students will be marked on: 

 

1. Their ability to write a newspaper article 

on a current affair. Writing Assessment. 

2. Their ability to write and perform a 

speech using AFORESTER. Writing and Speaking 

and Listening Assessment. 

 

 
 

You can help your child by encouraging 

them to read a variety of newspapers and 

magazines aimed at different audiences. 

For example The Daily Mail and The 

Guardian. You can also encourage them 

to watch different news broadcasts such as 

Newsround and the  BBC News. You can 

also encourage them to go online and 

read newspapers  Useful websites: 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.ht

ml 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework. 

 

You can also help them by listening to their 

speech at home in order for them to 

practice for their main delivery in class. 

Half 

Term 

2b 

 

‘Private 

Peaceful’ by 

Michael 

Morpurgo and 

conflict/war 

poetry. 

Students will be learning how to write 

descriptively and show empathy with soldiers on 

the front line through reading the novel, Private 

Peaceful and conflict/war poetry.  Students will 

be marked on: 

1. The content of their letter written from 

Tommo’s perspective to Charlie. Writing 

You can help by encouraging your child to 

visit the following websites to help them 

better understand World War One and the 

context of the story 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwaron

e/ 

http://www.ww1battlefields.co.uk/ 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/
http://www.ww1battlefields.co.uk/


 Assessment. 

2. To answer a question on emotions in the 

novel using a PEE paragraph that includes an 

understanding of The Great War and life during 

this time. Reading Assessment. 

 

www farms4citychildren.co.uk 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

 

 

Half 

term 

3a 

 

 

 

‘Private 

Peaceful’ by 

Michael 

Morpurgo and 

conflict/war 

poetry 

continued. 

 

Students will be using their knowledge gained 

from the text ‘Private Peaceful’ and the 

conflict/war poetry to write creatively and 

imaginatively. Students will be marked on: 

1. Their ability to write descriptively using 

the title of a poem as a stimulus. Writing 

Assessment. 

2. Their ability to answer a question based 

on the text and a poem using a PEECEE 

paragraph Reading Assessment. 

You can help your child by listening to 

them read every night for 25 minutes in 

order to help them build their vocabulary, 

as well as look for adjective and adverbs 

that could be used in their creative writing 

piece. 

 

You can also help your child by helping 

them to compare the conflict/war poetry 

to parts of the book in order to help them 

compare the two using a PEECEE 

paragraph. 

Half 

term 

3b 

 

 

 

 

The Children’s 

Book Project 

 

Create your 

own children’s 

story 

Students will be learning how to write a book for 

primary aged school children. They will learn the 

conventions of story writing and analyse the key 

features in a number of children’s books. They 

will then produce their own book and read it to 

their assigned primary school pupil. 

They will be marked on: 

1. Their ability to create an imaginative 

and interesting book for a local primary school 

child that includes the conventions of children’s 

story books (minimum 10 pages) Writing 

Assessment. 

2. Their ability to complete a summer 

exam. Reading and Writing Assessment. 

 

You can help your child by encouraging 

them to re visit some of their  favourite 

primary school books and ask them what 

they liked and why. You can also 

encourage them to work on their stories at 

home and help them with getting pictures 

and other things they might want to 

include in their story 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

 

 

Key dates and what students will be doing 

Half term 2a – Students will be preparing and writing their own speeches as part of the school’s public speaking 

competition. 

Half term 3b – Students will be producing their own story books for primary school pupils. 

 

Contact Details. 

Name: Miss N Stewart- KS3 Co-ordinator. 

Email: NSt@goffs.herts.sch.uk.  

Name: Mrs S Enstone - Head of English. 

Email: SEe@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:NSt@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:SEe@goffs.herts.sch.uk

