
Your Guide to Year 7 English 
 

Assessment Criteria 

Every half term students are assessed using national curriculum criteria and sub criteria. Each assessment is 

marked using this criteria which outlines the differences between each level. This is given to students at the 

beginning of the school year. A copy is attached for your perusal. 

 

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery as well as a dictionary and thesaurus.  They also 

need to read their teachers’ comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to 

complete their progress tracking in the front of their books after every assessment. 

Year 

7 

Topic Title and 

unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 

term 

1a 

Creative Writing 

using the film 

“Stardust” as 

inspiration. 

Students will learn how to write creatively and   

improve their writing skills.  They will focus on 

narrative hooks and structure, as well as creating 

characters and setting. Students will write their 

own story, based on Neil Gaiman’s Stardust. 

They will be marked on: 

1. Their ability to create and describe their 

own hero /heroine. Writing Assessment. 

2. The completion of their own story using 

Stardust prompts and one section between 300 -

500 words (chosen by the student) will be 

marked. Writing Assessment. 

You can help by hearing them read every 

night for 15 minutes and actively help them 

to look for interesting adjectives, adverbs 

and vocabulary. This will help them to write   

more creatively and imaginatively. 

Attached is a KS3 reading list you can use 

to help your child choose an engaging 

book 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework. 

Half 

term 

1b 

Reading for 

meaning: 

‘The Boy in the 

Striped 

Pyjamas’ 

 

Students will learn how to infer and read for 

meaning. They will learn how to read 

between the lines and unpack quotes to 

illustrate their understanding. They will be 

marked on: 

1. Their ability to a write a paragraph based 

on a particular chapter using the Point 

Evidence Explanation method: Reading 

Assessment. 

2.  Their ability to write a letter, or script, 

imagining they are the main character, 

Bruno: Writing Assessment.  

You can help support your child by 

researching WW2 and Hitler’s treatment of 

the Jewish community 

Useful websites- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhisto

ry/world_war2/ 

http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/?g

clid=CM_Zu6XXv7UCFcrHtAodNj8Arw 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

Half 

term 

2a 

Making Your 

Point. 

How persuasive 

is your speech? 

Students will learn how to analyse persuasive 

speeches and be given opportunities to read 

and discuss texts (mostly non-fiction) that focus 

on writers’ persuasive language choices. In 

addition students will learn how to write and 

deliver their own speeches. They will be marked 

on. 

1. Analysing a persuasive speech: Reading 

Assessment. 

2. How well they deliver their persuasive speech: 

Writing and Speaking and Listening Assessment. 

You can help by hearing their speeches 

and help them to make sure they are able 

to speak for around 3 minutes on their 

chosen topic. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework. 

Half 

term 

2b 

Shakespeare 

Unit. 

Understanding 

Shakespeare’s 

plays and the 

times they were 

written in 

Students will learn about the life and times of 

William Shakespeare and the plays he wrote. 

They will be marked on: 

1. Their ability to create a monologue and 

perform this to the class.  

Writing and Speaking and Listening Assessment.  

2. Their ability to answer a question based on a 

Shakespeare text using a PEE paragraph.  

Reading Assessment.  

You can encourage your child to 

independently research William 

Shakespeare. Useful website: 

http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

Listen to their monologues and help them to 

make sure they are able to speak for 

around 3 minutes for this task.  

Half 

term 

3a 

Out Of This 

World 

Science Fiction 

Writing.  

 

Students will learn about genres, specifically the 

genres of science fiction and mystery through a 

variety of reading and writing exercises. They will 

use their knowledge to produce specific texts 

and will be marked on: 

1. Their ability to describe a creature from a UFO 

in 101 words:  Writing Assessment.  

2. Their ability to write article about the discovery 

of a UFO.   

You can help by asking them what they 

know about the different genres and help 

them research the science fiction genre. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework. 

You can help them by providing access to 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/world_war2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/world_war2/
http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/?gclid=CM_Zu6XXv7UCFcrHtAodNj8Arw
http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/?gclid=CM_Zu6XXv7UCFcrHtAodNj8Arw
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html


Writing Assessment  

 

newspapers in order to allow them to see 

how articles are written.  

Half 

term 

3b 

Poetry 

What is poetry? 

How to create 

an anthology 

Students will be studying a range of poetry and 

learning about figurative language. They will 

analyses poems using the PEE method as well as 

create anthologies. They  will be marked on: 

1. Their ability to write poem and produce their 

own personal anthology.  

Writing Assessment.  

You can help by asking them what 

figurative devices are and test them on 

their knowledge by revisiting class work 

using their exercise books. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have 

used a variety of sentences in their 

homework 

 

Half 

Term 

3b 

Summer Exam Students will undergo exams testing their reading 

and writing skills.  

You can help by encouraging students to 

read non-fiction texts such as newspapers 

and magazines.  

Useful websites: www.bbcbitesize.co.uk.  

Key dates and what students will be doing 

Half term 2a – Students will be preparing and writing their own speeches as part of the school’s public speaking 

competition. 

 

Contact details 

Name: Miss N Stewart- KS3 Co-ordinator. 

Email: NSt@goffs.herts.sch.uk.  

Name: Mrs S Enstone - Head of English. 

Email: SEe@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

http://www.bbcbitesize.co.uk/
mailto:NSt@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:SEe@goffs.herts.sch.uk

