
 

 

Your guide to Geography 
Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Key content Flipped Learning  
Content your child will need to come 
prepared to the lesson having researched 

Things you can do to 
support your child 
to be successful 

Autumn 1 
 
My Place in 
the World 
 

The purpose of this unit it to help 
students understand geographical 
scale and their local, national and 
global connections. 
By looking at the places students 
have a connection to students’ also 
learn how to use maps at a range of 
scales, from 4 & 6 figure grid 
references on 1:25 000 OS maps to 
using longitude and latitude co-
ordinates in Atlases. Assessment in 
this unit is based on students map 
reading ability on an unseen test 
using an OS map. 

Students will be asked to write descriptions 
of places, encourage them to use distances, 
compass directions and human and physical 
features in their descriptions.  
If you have an Atlas or OS map you can 
practice 4 figure and 6 figure grid 
references as well as using an index. 
Website - 
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/ma
pzone/ 

Discussion: 
What makes Cheshunt a 
good place the live?  
Why might people have 
first settled here? 
Why are maps 
important?  
You could get a map of 
the local area and go 
some orienteering or go 
for a walk using the map 
skills learnt in lesson 
(compass reading, grad 
references, distances 
and scale). 

Autumn 2  
 
Risky 
World 
Where is 
the most 
dangerous 
place to live 
on the 
planet? 

Students will learn about a range of 
natural and human hazards, 
specifically the physically processes 
involved in causing volcanoes, 
earthquakes, tsunamis and tropical 
storms. Assessment for this unit 
involves students writing a 
newspaper report on the causes and 
effects of a natural hazard. 

Reading – Horrible Geographies Series  
There is a selection of relevant books such 
as Violent Volcanoes or Earth Shattering 
Earthquakes that you could read with your 
child. 
Useful websites –  
http://www.worldmapper.org/textindex/te
xt_disaster.html 
http://www.volcanolive.com/ 

Discussion: 
How can natural hazards 
be managed?  
Why do people live near 
natural hazards? 
What are the most 
recent hazards to have 
occurred? 
What extreme weather 
events have happened in 
the UK recently? 

Spring 1 
 
Africa  
A continent 
of 
contrasts? 

Students learn about the physical 
and human features of the 
continent. Students will also analyses 
photos to develop an understanding 
of the diversity of the continent. The 
assessment for the unit focuses on 
students completing an unseen test 
about the contrasts of different 
countries within Africa and the 
problems they face. 

Encourage your child to watch 
documentaries such as the BBC’s Africa 
National Geographic has some very useful 
information about the continent: 
http://travel.nationalgeographic.co.uk/trav
el/continents/africa/ 
 

Discussion: 
Where in Africa is rich 
and poor?  
Why might they be like 
this? 

What can be done to 
make the rich and 
poor in Africa more 
even? 

Spring 2 
 
Crumbling 
Coastlines 
Why is our 
coastline 
changing? 

Students will learn about how and 
why the coastline around the UK 
changes constantly. They will also 
look at the implications this has on 
the local people in the area. The 
assessment will be a comprehension 
test using an information booklet 
about effects of coastal erosion.  

Reading – Horrible Geographies Series  
There is a selection of relevant books such 
as Cracking Coasts you could read with your 
child. Useful webisite: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geogra
phy/physical_processes/coasts/revision/3/ 

Discussion: 

What coastal locations 
have you visited 
(UK/abroad)? 
What landforms have 
you noticed?  
What are they?  
What do they look 
like?  
Why are they there? 

Summer 1 
Weather & 
Climate 
Where 
should Mrs 

Students learn about the difference 
between weather and climate. They 
learn how the weather is measured 
and conduct a microclimate survey 
around the school grounds. The 

Watch the weather forecast and ask your 
student to explain the different weather 
features. Reading – Horrible Geographies 
Stormy Weather. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geogra

Discussion: 
What is the weather 
going to like for the next 
week?  
What microclimates are 
there in your garden/ 

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.worldmapper.org/textindex/text_disaster.html
http://www.worldmapper.org/textindex/text_disaster.html
http://travel.nationalgeographic.co.uk/travel/continents/africa/
http://travel.nationalgeographic.co.uk/travel/continents/africa/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/physical_processes/coasts/revision/3/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/physical_processes/coasts/revision/3/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/physical_processes/weather_climate/revision/2/


 

 

Garner put 
the school 
BBQ? 

assessment will involve writing up a 
project using the results which they 
have collected. 

phy/physical_processes/weather_climate/r
evision/2/ 

local area? 

Summer 2 
Geography 
of Sport 
Are the 
Brazil 
Olympics a 
super 
success or a 
downright 
disaster? 

The purpose of this unit is to try and 
help students learn about the 
concept of sustainability. Students 
learn about the social, economic and 
environmental impacts of the games 
and try to evaluate the legacy of the 
games. 

Researching about the 2016 Rio Olympics 
using the official website 
http://www.rio2016.com/en 
 
Research some of the problems of the 
Olympics: 
http://www.theguardian.com/sport/2014/
apr/29/rio-2016-olympic-preparations-
worst-ever-ioc 

Discussion: 
Where is  hosting the 
Olympics in 2024?  
What positives and 
negatives will it bring to 
this city? 
Have they hosted the 
Olympics before? 
Should it be given to 
cities to host only once? 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

 
Contact details 
Name: Miss Fleeman & Mrs Klaudia Car – Joint Head of Geography      
Email: Jfl@goffs.herts.sch.uk / KCr@goffs.herts.sch.uk  
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