
Your Guide to Year 10 English 

**NEW GCSE** 

 

Assessment Criteria 

In Year 10 students begin exam preparation for their English Language and Literature 

GCSEs and continue to work on this throughout the year. We follow the AQA spec for both 

English Language and Literature. Students are assessed through exams – not coursework.  
 

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to read their teachers comments 

in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracking in the front of 

their books after every assessment. 

Year 

10 

Topic Title and 

unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

 

 

 

 

 

Half 

term 

1a 

 

 

 

 

Language Paper 

1. 

Narrative and 

descriptive 

aspects of 

literary fiction. 

Students will learn how to write creatively and 

imaginatively using a stimulus as an inspiration. 

They will learn to how to use similes, metaphors 

and other descriptive techniques in their writing 

to ensure they engage the reader throughout. 

They will be marked on their ability to: 

1. Show an awareness of their purpose 

and audience. 

2. Organise and construct their 

information and ideas. 

3. Use a variety of sentence structures 

and write with accuracy. 

 

Assessment: Students will have to write a 

descriptive or narrative piece (45 minutes). 

Students will be asked to write 

imaginatively and descriptively so you can 

help them by encouraging them to read a 

range of texts. For example on a daily basis 

read a newspaper, magazines and a book 

of their choice over the half term. This sill 

helps them to appreciate a variety of forms 

and writing styles. 

 

You can support your child by encouraging 

them to visit the BBC Bitesize revision pages- 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz

e/english/creativewriting/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Half 

term 

1b 

 

 

 

 

Literature Paper 

1. 

 

‘A Christmas 

Carol’ by 

Charles Dickens 

 

 

Students will learn how to develop reading and 

analytical skills for a close textual analysis 

essay. They will be taught how to structure and 

prepare for the essay and how to retrieve 

relevant quotes.  

 

Assessment: Students will have to write an 

analytical response on a defined extract from 

the text (45 minutes). 

Students will be asked to write analytically 

so you can help them by encouraging 

them to read a wide variety of texts. For 

example on a daily basis read a 

newspaper, magazines and a book of their 

choice over the half term. This helps them 

to appreciate a variety of forms and writing 

styles. 

 

You can support your child by encouraging 

them to visit the Spark Notes revision 

pages- 

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmasca

rol/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Half 

term 

2a 

 

 

 

 

Language Paper 

2. 

Non-fiction. 

Discursive 

writing.  

 

Public Speaking 

is also covered 

this ½ term. 

Students will learn how to write an argument. 

They will learn to how to use facts, statistics and 

rhetorical questions as well as other discursive 

techniques in their writing to ensure they 

engage the reader throughout. 

They will be marked on their ability to: 

1. Show an awareness of their purpose 

and audience. 

2. Organise and construct their argument 

and ideas. 

3. Use a variety of sentence structures 

and write with accuracy. 

 

Assessment: Students will have to write a 

speech for the whole school public 

speaking competition (45 minutes).  

You can help by encouraging them to 

watch a range of television 

interviews/broadcasts that show 

contrasting. For example BBC News, 

Question Time or London Tonight. You 

could also research famous speeches and 

speakers.  

 

You can help by listening to their speeches 

and make sure they are able to speak for 

around 3 minutes on their chosen topic. 

 

You can support your child by encouraging 

them to visit the BBC Bitesize revision pages- 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz

e/english/speaking/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/creativewriting/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/creativewriting/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/speaking/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/speaking/


 

 

 

 

 

Half 

term 

2b 

 

 

 

 

Literature Paper 

2. 

Poetry- Power 

and Conflict.  

Students will learn how to analyse poetry in 

depth and be able to compare on linked 

themes.  

They will be marked on their ability to: 

 

4. Analyse poetry techniques.  

5. Compare similarities and differences in 

poems.  

 

 

Assessment: Students will have to compare 

two poems from the cluster (45 minutes). 

Students will be asked to write 

imaginatively and descriptively so you can 

help them by encouraging them to read a 

range of texts. For example on a daily basis 

read a newspaper, magazines and a book 

of their choice over the half term. This sill 

helps them to appreciate a variety of forms 

and writing styles. 

 

You can support your child by encouraging 

them to visit the BBC Bitesize revision pages: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz

e/english_literature/writingcomparingpoetr

y/   

 

or consider purchasing a revision guide, 

such as: 

http://smarttvboxfullyloaded.neue-

grippe.eu/aqa-gcse-poetry-anthology-

power-and-conflict-revision-guide-collins-

gcse-revision-and-practice-new-2015-

curriculum-000811255x.html 

 

 

 

 

 

Half 

term 

3a 

 

 

 

Literature Paper 

1. 

‘Romeo and 

Juliet’ by William 

Shakespeare 

 

 

Students will be covering the entire text in 

preparation for a closed book exam. They will 

be focusing on context, plot, themes and 

characters. 

 

 

 

Assessment: Students will have to write an 

analytical response on a defined extract from 

the text (45 minutes). 

You can encourage them to research the 

main areas of the text and to re-read the 

text at home. 

 

You can support your child by encouraging 

them to visit the BBC Bitesize revision pages- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz

e/englishliterature/romeoandjuliet 

 

 

 

Half 

term 

3b 

General revision 

and Unseen 

Poetry Skills.  

 

Students will be completing end of year exams 

in the main hall.  

 

Assessment: end of year exam.  

 

You can support your child by encouraging 

them to visit the BBC Bitesize revision pages: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz

e/english_literature/writingcomparingpoetr

y/   

In preparing for the unseen poetry section 

of the examination students should 

experience a wide range of poetry in order 

to develop their ability to closely analyse 

unseen poems. They should be able to 

analyse and compare key features such as 

their content, theme, structure and use of 

language. 

 

 

Contact details 

Name: Miss E Zorpides- Associate Head of English 

Email: Ezo@goffs.hert.sch.uk 

Name: Mrs S Enstone - Head of English 

Email: SEe@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
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