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Your guide to Year 9 Art 

Contact  Details 

Name: Miss Tiffany Brown (Head of Art) 

Email: TBr@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Assessment Criteria 

Student’s work will be assessed throughout each topic using GCSE criteria for Art & Design. Each half term student 
progress in their projects so far will be assessed using GCSE grades and sub levels. Each topic has a ‘grade ladder’ which 
outlines the differences between each grade. 

 

Year 9 Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 
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Flora:   

Watercolour 
skills 

 

 

 

RESEARCHING , RECORDING & EXPLORING – 
We will look at the work of artists such as 
Georgia O’Keefe who specialises in close up 
images of flora and Marnie Ward who works in 
watercolour. 

We will scrutinise our subject matter by 
drawing form observation exploring a range of 
materials including pencil and pen.  We will 
explore formal elements such as line, tone, 
form, shape and texture in our work. 

 

We will begin to explore watercolour and 
different techniques in sample form, noticing 
how the media behaves (wet on wet, blending, 
dripping, bleeding lightening, darkening  etc).  
We will also look at incorporating other 
materials with the water colour and notice the 
behaviours.  For example, wax-resist, salt and 
masking fluid. 

 

Helping them talk about Georgia O’Keefe’s work 
and Marnie Ward. 

Talking about flowers, naming them – building 
their general knowledge. 

 

To encourage creating their own primary sources, 
students will be asked to photograph flora as part 
of home learning.  Visiting a garden centre is a 
great way to do this, or even botanical gardens: 

https://www.vanhage.co.uk/garden-centres/ 

http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/Botanic/Home.asp
x 

https://www.kew.org/ 
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Flora:   

Water-Colour 
skills 

 

 

 

DEVELOP & EXPERIMENT – We will begin to 
explore the idea of composition.  Using our 
existing drawings and photographs we will take 
sections, zoom, layer as well as exploring 
different formats for our canvas (portrait, 
landscape, square, circular etc.) 

 

During the course of this work students will be 
required to review their work through written 
evidence.  They can also ask for others opinions 
and this is wholly encouraged.  This is a good 
opportunity to develop a dialogue with your child 
to discuss what they have done and why, plus 
how they could improve areas. 

https://www.vanhage.co.uk/garden-centres/
http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/Botanic/Home.aspx
http://www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/Botanic/Home.aspx
https://www.kew.org/
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REVIEW, REFINE & PRESENT - We will begin to 
make decisions about our final outcomes.   We 
will decide on the techniques we wish to 
explore and why.  We will be very thoughtful 
about the way we approach these pieces. 
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Surrealism 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: At the very beginning we will 
play the ‘Exquisite Corpse’ game.  This is a 
game the Surrealists would play together to 
create works of art and literature.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py_xXvJo
YcQ 

This allows us to take risks, work in a time limit 
and create something collaboratively – 
creating a creature/being that falls into the 
Surreal concept. 

ANALYSING ARTWORKS OF THE SURREALIST – 
at the beginning of the project we will be 
analysing the artwork of the Surrealists using 
an approach using the acronym SEMI.  This 
stands for Subject, Element, Media and 
Intention.  We will be looking at the work of 
Salvador Dali, Rene Magritte, Max Ernst, Jerry 
Uelsmann and Frida Kahlo.  

This is an incredibly important aspect of art as 
it really looks at the context of the work and 
explores how artists respond to the world, 
time and events around them 

EXPLORING AND EXPERIMENTING 

We will look at classic techniques adopted by 
some of the Surrealists: juxtaposition, melting, 
metamorphosis, reflection, decay.  We will 
experiment with these techniques using 
different objects. 

We will also look at specific techniques 
adopted by the painter Max Ernst: Grattage 
and Frottage.  We will use these techniques to 
play with landscapes. 

Students will be required to write in depth 
analysis about 3 images by our artists.  This will be 
done in lessons and will require to be completed 
at home.  Feedback will be given and a final draft 
will need to be completed using EBI and SPAG 
(spelling, grammar).  A read through at home 
would be beneficial as the final piece is displayed 
on boards alongside other work. 

 

There are Surreal artworks available to see in the 
Tate’s collection  http://www.tate.org.uk/art - a 
visit to an Art gallery is always beneficial to 
students of art to see some of these pieces first 
hand! 

Students will be required to keep a dream journal 
to help them develop ideas.  Sometimes some 
students find it difficult to record their own or 
may not remember them.  

Therefore some assistance at home can be given. 

 

Students will be required to draw objects through 
observation to continue gathering research for 
their projects; they can also take photographs to 
add to their ‘primary sources’. 
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Surrealism 

 

DEVELOPING & REVIEWING: We will explore 
composition ideas using a criteria of what must 
be included in our final pieces.  We will design 
these using different images to inspire us, in the 
form of landscapes, objects and our dreams. 

We will learn how to use oil paints – we will use 
different liquids to change the quality of the 
paint (oil and white spirit).  We will paint on 

 

During the course of this work students will be 
required to review their work through written 
evidence.  They can also ask for others opinions 
and this is wholly encouraged.  This is a good 
opportunity to develop a dialogue with your child 
to discuss what they have done and why, plus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py_xXvJoYcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py_xXvJoYcQ
http://www.tate.org.uk/art
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primed board, using our designs; we will 
constantly review our work and make changes if 
we need to within our specification – we will 
keep refining these to ensure the quality is 
excellent. 

PRESENT: We will present our work on A1 
boards – this will encourage us to show the 
journey of our work from start to finish; it also 
shows that we take pride in what we do. 

how they could improve areas. 

 

Ask them to show you their work!  A great way to 
praise and reward them for good work in school. 
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Portrait 

 

We will explore the theme of portraiture. 

We will begin by drawing from observation 
using pencil – particularly focusing on features, 
such as eyes, lips, noses, ears.  This will enable 
us to develop our skills and LOOK. 

We will then begin to look at artists who work 
in pen/biro.  Identifying how these artists use 
tonal ranges in this material with mark making. 

We will specifically look at the work of Mark 
Powell and Vince Low – adopting their methods 
and styles of work. 

 

 

We would like our students to photograph people 
to work from.  We encourage our students to 
photograph older subjects as their faces are much 
more interesting.  Helping out in such a photo 
shoot would be great – pulling expressive faces 
will give them exciting outcomes. 
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Portrait We will develop our work further looking at the 
techniques of Ed Fairburn , who favours 
working with maps. 

We will continue to explore working with 
pen/biro and explore drawing onto maps, 
painting onto, cutting into. 

 

We will then make creative decisions about our 
work and develop a final outcome.  We can 
bring in other techniques we have explored 
over the year – such as watercolour, collage and 
frottage – our projects do not have to be done 
in isolation, there can be cross overs – this is 
strongly encouraged! 

http://www.edfairburn.com/ 

Looking at the work of Ed Fairburn with your 
son/daughter and talking about the techniques 
and reasons for using maps would help 
consolidate learning. 

 

 

A visit to the National Portrait Gallery  
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections is a great way 
to see art in the portrait form that link to history 
and pop culture.  There are over 200,000 pieces in 
the collection – to suit all tastes! 

 

  

http://www.edfairburn.com/
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections
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Your guide to Year 9 BTEC SPORT 

Contact details 

Name: Lynsey Hague 

Email: LH@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Every half term students are assessed by completing a range of assignments to achieve pass, merit and distinction 
grades. Students will complete work on computers and then print off to be marked. Teachers will provide 
feedback using WWW- what went well, EBI- even better if, NTT- now try this. All students will have the 
opportunity to improve work to achieve the grade available. Each student’s current working level will be reported 
every half term. 

 

Year 9 Topic Title and 

unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 

term 

1a 

Component 1: 

 

Understand the 

Body and the 

Supporting 

Technology for 

Sport and Activity 

 

Learning Aim A 

Learning aim A: Investigate the impact of 
sport and activity on the body systems  
 
A.2P1 Explain the structure and functions 

of the muscular, skeletal, respiratory and 

cardiovascular systems. 

 

A.2P2 Explain the long term adaptations 

to body systems caused by regular 

participation in sport and activity. 

  

 Students should watch at least 
one sporting match/ event a week 
to see the different types of 
sports and the body’s functions 
 

 Ensure that your child is attending 
extra-curricular clubs as they will 
be learning the physical benefits 
of participation  

 

Half 

term 

1b 

Component 1: 

 

Understand the 

Body and the 

Supporting 

Technology for 

Sport and Activity 

 

Learning aim A: Investigate the impact of 
sport and activity on the body systems  
 
A.2M1 Analyse how regular sports 

participation leads to long-term physical 

benefits in the body systems. 

A.2D1 Evaluate the extent to which 

different sports activities benefit from 

adaptations to the musculoskeletal and 

cardiorespiratory systems. 

 Encourage your child to represent 
the school in at least one sporting 
activity  
 

 Try to get some experience 
officiating in your PE lessons or at 
extra-curricular sessions 

 

mailto:LH@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Half 

term 

2a 

Component 1: 

 

Understand the 

Body and the 

Supporting 

Technology for 

Sport and Activity 

Learning aim B: Explore common injuries 
in sport and activity and methods of 
rehabilitation 
 
B.2P3 Describe common sporting injuries, 

their causes and related rehabilitation. 

  

 Ensure that your child is attending 
extra-curricular clubs 

 Encourage your child to attend 
BTEC catch up sessions on Fridays 
afterschool if they are behind with 
their work.   

Half 

term 

2b 

Component 1: 

 

Understand the 

Body and the 

Supporting 

Technology for 

Sport and Activity 

 

Learning Aim B 

Learning aim B: Explore common injuries 
in sport and activity and methods of 
rehabilitation 
 
B.2M2 Explain, using clear sporting 

examples, how sports injuries may occur 

and suggest rehabilitation. 
 

B.2D2 Analyse common sports injuries in 

a chosen sport or activity, recommending 

rehabilitation, including the use of 

technology. 

 Encourage your child to use this 
website for consolidation of their 
learning 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects

/znyb4wx  

Half 

term 

3a  

Component 1: 

 

Understand the 

Body and the 

Supporting 

Technology for 

Sport and Activity 

 

Learning Aim C 

Learning aim C: Understand the use of 
technology for sport and activity 
 
 C.2P4 Describe, using sporting examples, 

different types of technology used in 

sport and activity, clearly describing their 

usage, along with identification of 

benefits and limitations. 

 Encourage your child to research 
the different jobs available in the 
sports industry 
 

 Encourage your child to attend 
BTEC catch up sessions on Friday’s 
afterschool if they are behind with 
your work.   

Half 

term 

3b 

Component 1: 

 

Understand the 

Body and the 

Supporting 

Technology for 

Learning aim C: Understand the use of 
technology for sport and activity 
 
C.2M3 Analyse, using sporting examples, 

the different types of technology used in 

sport and activity, along with an 

explanation of benefits and limitations. 

C.2D3 Assess the benefits and limitations 

of technological advances in sport and 

 Encourage your child to use this 
useful website to research sport 
and technology  

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zw

4gk7h/revision/4  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zw4gk7h/revision/4
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zw4gk7h/revision/4
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Sport and Activity 

 

activity, using clear sporting examples. 
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Your guide to Year 9 BTEC Business 

Contact details 

Name: Antonitsa Camacho 

Email: ACa@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Unit 1.1   spotting a business opportunity 

 What is a business? 

 Understanding customer needs. 

 Analysing customers. 

 Analysing competitors. 

 Adding value. 

 The options available in starting up 
a business. 

 Investigate a business of your choice and create a 
PowerPoint explaining the importance of 
understanding customer needs, why businesses should 
analyse customers buying habits, why they should 
assess competitors and how the business and value. . 
  

Autumn 2 Unit 1.2   showing enterprise  

 What is enterprise? 

 Being creative and enterprising. 

 Invention and innovation. 

 Calculated risk. 

 Enterprise skills. 

Research what enterprise is and make a definition for 
the following ; 
*Enterprise  
*Entrepreneur 
*Creativity  
*Invention  
*Innovation 
   
  

Spring 1 Learning aim A: Examine the 
characteristics of enterprises 

 Learners will investigate two real 

different SMEs, e.g. a service 

provider or supplier of goods 

locally and a larger SME.  

 Learners will consider the 

characteristics of the SMEs and 

their owners, and the importance 

of these characteristics in 

achieving success. 

 Learners will examine the 
characteristics of enterprises 

 Assess the types and 
characteristics of small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) 

 

 

A1 What is an enterprise? 

Create a PowerPoint presentation and examine the 
characteristics of enterprises by defining ; 

1.  What is an enterprise?  

2. Types and characteristics of small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) 

You must investigate two SME of your choice, the 
businesses must be contrasting (different), on your 
slides include the following: 

● The size of the business 

● The location: physical, online, or both, and 
whether they succeed or fail 

● The type of ownership and the people who run 
them the number of people employed. 

You will now need to examine the characteristics of 
enterprises and explain the purpose of enterprise.  

Identify your businesses purpose by investigating the 
following: 

● Aim(s) and objectives 

● Range of goods/services provided. 

Looking at the approaches to wider ethical 

mailto:ACa@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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responsibilities by a range of local enterprises, and the 
impact of social and political pressures. 

Looking at a range of local entrepreneurs start to 
consider:  

● Reasons for starting own enterprise 

● Years of experience operating in this or similar 
markets 

● Mind-set  

● Skills 

Looking at a range of enterprises to see: 

● Characteristics of an enterprise  

● How the characteristics of an entrepreneur 
contribute to its level of success or failure. 

Spring 2 B: Explore how market research helps 
enterprises meet customer needs and 
understand competitor behaviour 

Students will start to investigate more in-

depth research into their chosen business. 

They will start to understand the 

importance of market research and the 

relevance for it for all businesses.  

For this task you will need to explain the following:  

 Define what competitors are 

 Why do businesses need to gain a completive 
advantage  

 Why is it essential for business to provide 
high levels of customer service consistently 
 

Summer 1 and 2 C: Exploring enterprise  

Students will start to identify and 
investigate the factors that contribute to 
the success of an enterprise; 

C1 Internal factors 

C3 Situational analysis  

C4 Measuring the success of an SME 

 Define internal and external factors; 

 Explain what a SWOT analysis is 

 Why do businesses need to understand its 
market (competition and customers) 

 Why do businesses need to keep customers 
satisfied 

 Why should businesses plan and finance 
effectively, and cope with unforeseen costs 

 What is market research and why do 
businesses need to carry this out 
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Your guide to Year 9 GCSE Business 

Contact details 

Name: Antonitsa Camacho 

Email: ACa@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Topic 1.1 Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship 

What is a business? 

Understanding customer needs. 

Analysing customers. 

Analysing competitors. 

Adding value. 

The options available in starting 
up a business. 

1. Use Business studiesonline.co.uk or Use BBC bitesize and 
research what the difference is between enterprise and 
entrepreneurship is. 
2. Speak to family and friends who have started their own 
business and find out how the set up their business and what 
made them want to run their own company.  
 

Autumn 2 Topic 1.2 Spotting a Business 
Opportunity 

What is enterprise? 

Being creative and enterprising. 

Invention and innovation. 

Calculated risk. 

Enterprise skills. 

1.Choose an industry of your choice and produce a spider 
diagram to show how the business segments its market.  
Define: 

 Market segment 
 Market map 
 Market segmentation 
 Competition 

 

Spring 1 Topic 1.3 Putting a Business Idea 
into Practice 

Business objectives. 

Entrepreneur qualities 

Costs and revenues. 

Forecasting cash flow 

Obtaining finance. 

1.Create a brochure defining the following key terms 

 Added Value  

 Customer needs  

 Entrepreneur 
 
2. What are the five ways a business can add value? 
3. Identify how a business adds value, whether it has a USP, 

and evaluate whether that USP will make the business 

successful. 

4. Choose three products, break them down into their 

component parts, and describe which raw materials were used 

and what other costs would have been incurred in their 

production.  

Make notes on why consumers are prepared to pay the price 
for the product, and the main ways that the business adds 
value. 

Spring 2 Topic 1.4 Making the Business 
Effective 

Customer focus and marketing 
mix. 

Limited liability. 

Start-up, legal and tax issues. 

Customer satisfaction. 

Recruitment. 

1. What is the difference between limited liability and 
unlimited liability?  
2. Why do businesses need to have an effective recruitment 
process? Find a business of your choice and lookup there 
recruitment process.  

mailto:ACa@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Summer 1 and 2 Topic 1.5 Understanding external 
influences on business 

Demand and supply. 

Interest rates. 

Exchange rates. 

Business cycle. 

Stakeholders. 

1. Take your child to the bank and help them to identify the 
borrowing interest rate for loans, overdrafts and 
mortgages or you can research this online. 

2. Draw a demand and supply diagram and explain the basic 
concepts of demand and supply? 
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Your guide to Year 9 BTEC Performing Arts 

Contact details 

Name: Hollie Hockley 

Email: HHo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Assessment Criteria 

Every half term students are assessed by completing a range of assignments to achieve pass, merit and distinction 
grades. Students will complete work on computers and then print off to be marked. Teachers will provide feedback 
using WWW- what went well, EBI- even better if, NTT- now try this. All students will have the opportunity to improve 
work to achieve the grade available. Each student’s current working level will be reported every half term. 

 

Year 9 Topic Title 

and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your 

child 

Half term 1a Component 

3 – 

Preforming 

to a Brief 

 

Students will learn a variety of technical skills in 

different dance styles in each practical lesson. 

Students will also learn about creating, 

performing, analysing and directing dances.   

You can encourage your child to 

participate in extracurricular dance 

club.   

 

Half term 1b Component 

3 – 

Preforming 

to a Brief 

 

The students will learn the production process 

required for the performing arts industry. The 

students will be given a theme and will have to 

create a workshop production  

You can help your child by encouraging 

them to rehearse with their group so 

that their final performance is 

polished.  

Half term 2a Component 

1- Exploring 

the 

Performing 

Arts 

Students will examine professional practitioners 

work and create three case study around their 

performance style  

You can also encourage your child to 

meet deadline lines set by the teachers 

at the beginning of each topic.  

Half term 2b Component 

1- Exploring 

the 

Performing 

Arts 

Learning aim A: Examine professional 

practitioners’ performance work 

A.2P1 Describe the stylistic qualities of 

practitioners’ work, with reference to relevant 

examples across three performance styles. 

A.2P2 Describe the roles, responsibilities and 

skills of practitioners, using relevant examples  

You can encourage your child’s 

learning by helping them to research 

different dance styles and how they 

have evolved through the past. These 

can be accessed on YouTube.  

 

Half term 3a Component 

1- Exploring 

Learning aim A: Examine professional You can encourage your child to 

participate in extracurricular dance 

mailto:HHo@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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the 

Performing 

Arts 

practitioners’ performance work 

A.2M1/D1 Discuss/analyse the stylistic qualities 

of practitioners’ work using  appropriate 

examples to justify how roles, responsibilities and 

skills contribute to creative 

intentions and purpose across three  

performance styles. 

club. 

You can also encourage your child to 

meet deadline lines set by the teachers 

at the beginning of each topic. 

Half term 3b Component 

1- Exploring 

the 

Performing 

Arts 

 Learning aim B: Explore the interrelationships 

between constituent features of existing 

performance material 

B.2P3 Describe the processes, skills and 

approaches used by practitioners to create 

performance work, with relevant reference to 

examples of repertoire. 

B.2P4/M2/D2 Describe/discuss/explain the 

interrelationships between components used in 

performance, with reference to relevant 

examples of repertoire. 

You can encourage your child to 

research different stimulus to help 

inspire them to create their dances 

and ensure that they attend rehearsals 

for their own choreography piece.  
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Your guide to Year 9 Drama 

Contact details 

Name: Clare Holland 

Email: CHo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Assessment Criteria 

Devising Drama with accompanying Portfolio 30% 
Presenting and Performing Texts 30%  
Written Exam ‘Performance and Response 40% 

 

 Topic Title and unit What students will be learning How you can specifically help 

your child (Flipped Learning)  

Half term 1a Introduction to GCSE 

Drama. Study of key 

Theatre Practitioners 

Different staging types, styles and genres 

of theatre. 

Introduction to key practitioners 

Stanislavski and Brecht.   

Introduction to key Rehearsal 

techniques needed when tackling scripts 

or devising.  

 Ask them to define the 
two main style of theatre: 
Naturalism and Non-
Naturalism.  

 Ask them to list a variety 
of different genres. 

 Get them to explain what 
rehearsal techniques they 
have been using and how 
they have helped them to 
improve their own 
practical skills.  

Half term 1b Introduction to GCSE 

Drama. Study of key 

Theatre Practitioners 

Different staging types, styles and genres 

of theatre. 

Introduction to key practitioners 

Stanislavski and Brecht.   

Introduction to key Rehearsal 

techniques needed when tackling scripts 

or devising. 

 Ask them to define the 
two main style of theatre: 
Naturalism and non-
naturalism.  

 Ask them to list a variety 
of different genres. 

 Get them to explain what 
rehearsal techniques they 
have been using and how 
they have helped them to 
improve their own 
practical skills. 

Half term 2a Presenting and 

Performing Texts 

Understanding and performance of a 

script that will be examined by the 

teacher 

Writing pro-forma in mock for visiting 

external examiner 

 Ensuring all drama diary 
work is completed 

 Creating a rehearsal 
schedule with them 

Half term 2b Studying core Text  Reading Blood Brothers key text for 

written exam.  

Analysing key themes/characters.  

 Buying them a script for Blood 
Brothers.  

 Reading the script through 
with them.  

 Watching clips from West End 

mailto:CHo@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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 productions on YouTube.   

Half term 3a Devising  Creating an original piece of drama 

based on a stimulus.  

Collating portfolio.  

Understanding the process /preparation 

for the end of the year.  

 

 Line learning 

 Drama diary completion 

 Creating a rehearsal 
schedule 

 Character work 

 Script writing  
Supporting additional 

rehearsals after school. 

Half term 3b Response to Live 

Theatre  

Students will be invited on a theatre trip 

and will be asked to evaluate this in a 

written exam (mock).  

 Ask them to tell you the 
genre/style of the 
performance.  

 Help them complete their 
response pack 

 Ask them to describe key 
moments from the 
performance to you using 
key terminology.  

Theatre visits TBC throughout the year 

Yr 9 is an enrichment year where students are taught a greater breadth of Drama knowledge that they can then use in Yr10 

and Yr 11 

 

Useful Links/Flipped Learning:  

Brecht: https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zwmvd2p/revision 

Stanislavski: https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zxn4mp3/revision 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9mbfRiZ2Bk Blood Brothers West end version (via youtube)  

  

https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zwmvd2p/revision
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zxn4mp3/revision
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9mbfRiZ2Bk
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Your guide to Year 9 Economics 

Contact details 

Name: Antonitsa Camacho 

Email: Aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 How markets work 

Economic foundations: 
Economic activity:  needs and wants; the central 
purpose of economic activity; the key economic 
decisions; the main economic groups 

 The factors of production 

 Making choices:  the basic economic 
problem; costs and benefits of economic 
choices, including opportunity costs 

Make notes on needs and wants, the central 
purpose of economic activity, the key economic 
decisions and who the main economic groups 
are. 
 
Define the factors of production  
Identify and explain the four factors of 
production (land, labour, capital and 
enterprise) identify and explain the reward 
accrued to each factors of production. 

Autumn 2 Resource allocation: 

 Markets and allocation of resources:  
markets; allocation of resources; factor 
and product markets 

 Economic sectors:  primary, secondary 
and tertiary sectors; goods and services 

 Specialisation, division of labour, and 
exchange:  the benefits of specialisation 
and division of labour and exchange; the 
costs of specialisation and division of 
labour and exchange 

 

 Explain primary, secondary and 
tertiary sectors with examples of each. 

 Explain their relative sizes in the UK. 

 Explain the difference between a good 
and a service. 

 Identify some examples of a good and 
a service.  

 Explain the meaning of specialisation. 

 Explain the meaning of division of 
labour. 

 Explain how and why individuals and 
producers specialise. 

 Explain the costs and benefits 
associated with the division of labour, 
both to the worker and the firm. 

Spring 1 How prices are determined: 

 Demand for goods and services:  the 
factors which determine the demand for 
a good or service; causes of changes in 
demand; the demand curve 

 Supply for goods and services:  the 
factors which determine the supply of a 
good or service; causes of changes in 
supply; the supply curve 

 Equilibrium price:  how equilibrium price 
is determined by supply and demand; 
how markets supply and demand 
diagrams can illustrate a producer's 
revenue 

 Intermarket relationships:  complements 
and substitutes; how changes in a 
particular market are likely to affect 

Draw a demand and supply diagram and 
explain it, on the diagram illustrating by clearly 
labelling the equilibrium point.  
Bring it into your lesson and be prepared to 
discuss the diagram to the rest of the class.  
 

mailto:Aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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other markets 

 Price elasticity of demand:  price 
elasticity of demand; factors affecting 
price elasticity of demand; measuring 
price elasticity of demand 

 Price elasticity of supply:  price elasticity 
of supply; factors affecting price 
elasticity of supply; measuring price 
elasticity of supply 

 

Spring 2 Production, costs, revenue and profit: 

 The importance of cost, revenue and 
profit for producers:  business 
objectives; types of costs; types of 
revenue; profit; the importance of cost, 
revenue and profit for producers; moral 
and ethical considerations 

 Production and productivity:  the 
meaning and importance of productivity; 
the factors that influence productivity 

 Economies of scale:  the meaning of 
economies of scale; types of economies 
of scale; diseconomies of scale 

 

Summer 1 Competitive and concentrated markets: 

 The importance of market structures on 
producers and consumers:   identifying 
market structures 

 Competitive markets:  the main 
characteristics of a competitive market; 
the impact of competitive markets on 
price and choice; the economic impact 
of competition on producers and 
consumers 

 Non-competitive markets:  the main 
characteristics of a non-competitive 
market; the impact of non-competitive 
markets on price and choice; monopoly 
and oligopoly 

 The labour market:  the role and 
operation of the labour market; 
determination of wages through supply 
and demand; gross and net pay 

Define in your own words the following: 

 Monopoly 

 Oligopoly  

 Duopoly  
Find the diagram for monopoly and oligopoly 
and try to explain it, you may use tutor2u to 
help you.  

Summer 2 Market failure: 

 Misallocation of resources:  the meaning 
of market failure as misallocation of 
resources; implications of misallocation 
of resources; government intervention 

 Externalities:  defining externalities; the 
difference between positive and 
negative externalities 

 Create a leaflet explaining what  
misallocation of resources is: then 
explain the other points; 

 the meaning of market failure as 
misallocation of resources; 
implications of misallocation of 
resources; government intervention 

 What are Externalities:  defining 
externalities; the difference between 
positive and negative externalities 
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Your guide to Year 9 English 

Contact details 

Name: Ephie Petrou 

Email: EZo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Year 9 Topic Title and 

unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Half 

term 

1a 

 

 

 

 

‘Of Mice and 

Men’ by John 

Steinbeck 

 

Students will be studying this text and should 

gain insight into the contextual background. They 

will closely analyse language and the effects on 

the reader. Students will be marked on their 

ability to: 

1. Read and answer an essay on an extract from 
the text.  Reading Assessment. 

2. Read and answer an essay on an extract from 
the text and make links to the novel as a 
whole. Reading Assessment. 

Students will be asked to write analytically 

using contextual knowledge - you can help 

them by encouraging them to research the 

Wall Street Crash of 1929 and the Great 

Depression 

 

You can also support your child by 

encouraging them to visit the BBC Bitesize 

revision pages- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

/english_literature/prosemicemen/ 

Half 

term 

1b 

 

 

 

Non-Fiction 

 

Students will be learning reading and writing 

skills to prepare them for their English Language 

exam. 

 

Students will be marked on their ability to: 

 

1. Read and compare two unseen extracts. 
Reading Assessment. 

2. Produce a piece of non-fiction writing. 
Writing Assessment. 

You can support your child by encouraging 

them to visit the BBC Bitesize revision 

pages- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

/english/reading/ 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

/english/writing/ 

Half 

term 

2a 

 

 

Relationship 

Poems. 

 

Students will study a cluster of Relationship 

Poems and how to analyse the language, imagery 

and message. They will also be taught key skills 

on how to analyse an unseen poem. Students will 

be marked on their ability to: 

1. Read and write about an unseen poem. 

Reading Assessment. 

You can help by asking your child to 

research the background to the poems they 

are studying and by analysing the language 

techniques used by the poet. 

 

You can also support your child by 

encouraging them to visit the BBC Bitesize 

mailto:EZo@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosemicemen/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosemicemen/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/reading/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/reading/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/writing/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/writing/
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2. Compare two poems. Reading Assessment. revision pages- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

/english_literature/poetryrelationships/ 

Half 

term 

2b 

‘Macbeth’ by 

William 

Shakespeare. 

 

 

Students will be studying Macbeth in depth. 

Students will be marked on their ability to: 

1. Read and answer an essay on an extract 
from the text.  Reading Assessment. 

2. Read and answer an essay on an extract 
from the text and make links to the play as 
a whole. Reading Assessment. 

You can help by listening to your child’s 

speech and by making sure that they are 

able to speak for around 3 minutes on their 

chosen topic. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have used 

a variety of sentences in their homework 

Half 

term 

3a 

 

 

‘Blood Brother’ 

by Willy Russell 

 

Analyse and 

create an 

alternative 

ending 

Students will be learning how to analyse a ‘Blood 

Brothers’. They will be learning how to 

appreciate a writer’s use of language, structure 

and the effect the play has on its intended 

audiences. Students will be assessed on: 

1. Speaking and Listening - write and present 
a speech based on a theme or character. 

2. Answer an essay question based on the 
play.  Reading Assessment 

You can encourage your child to research 

the social and historic context of the play as 

appropriate. 

 

You can also help by testing them on their 

spelling words and checking they have used 

a variety of sentences in their homework. 

 

Half 

term 

3b 

 

Exam 

Preparation 

 

English 

Language Paper 

1 

Students will be learning reading and writing 

skills to prepare them for their English Language 

exam. 

 

 

You can also support your child by 

encouraging them to visit the BBC Bitesize 

revision pages- 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examsp

ecs/zcbchv4 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryrelationships/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryrelationships/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zcbchv4
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Your guide to Year 9 Film Studies 

Contact details 

Name: Matthew Compton 

Email: MCn@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Introduction to theoretical framework, 
cinematography, mise en scene, editing, sound 
and context 
&  
Introduction to Component 2: Global Film, 
Section C ‘Skyfall’ – focus on cinematography, 
mise en scene, editing, sound and aesthetics  
 

Research on Sam Mendez as a director for 
Skyfall. 

Autumn 2 Component 3 – NEA (non exam 
assessment)practice 
Students pick to either film and edit an extract 
from an original film idea they have created or 
they can write the screenplay for an extract for 
an original film they have created 
 

Youtube video  - storyboarding 

Spring 1  Component 3 – NEA (non exam 
assessment)practice 
Students pick to either film and edit an extract 
from an original film idea they have created or 
they can write the screenplay for an extract for 
an original film they have created 
 

 

Spring 2 Global Non-English Language Film: Component 
2, Section B – ‘Tsotsi’ - focus on 
cinematography, mise en scene, editing, sound 
and representation 
 

Tsotsi - Apartheid 

Summer 1 Global English Language Film (Component 2, 
Section A) – ‘District 9’ - focus on 
cinematography, mise en scene, editing, sound 
and narrative 
 

District 9 – What was Sophiatown? 

Summer 2 Introduction to 'Hollywood' - Component 1, 
Section B - focus on how the film industry has 
changed over time. Students will study silent 
films, the introduction of sound and colour as 
well as more recent developments in 
technology 
 

 

 

  

mailto:MCn@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Your guide to Year 9 Geography 

Contact details 

Name: Jennifer Fleeman 

Email: JFl@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 

 

Challenges of 

Natural Hazards 

Plate tectonics, 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes 

The structure of the earth and how this relates to different 

types of plate boundaries. They will also learn the 

distribution of tectonic hazards. The focus will be on 

volcanoes and earthquakes.  

A case study of two countries of contrasting levels of wealth 

to show the primary and secondary effects of, and the 

immediate and long-term responses to, a tectonic hazard. 

Reasons why people continue to live in areas at risk from 

tectonic hazards. How monitoring, prediction, protection 

and planning can reduce the risks from a tectonic hazard. 

 

The BBC and National Geographic websites have a 

range of interesting video clips and articles, which 

you can encourage your child to look through. In 

addition you could encourage your child to 

watch/read the news to keep a bank of recent 

volcanic eruptions to demonstrate evidence of wider 

reading in the exam. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/supe

rvolcano/ 

Encourage your child to watch and read the news. 

There are a range of very helpful websites you could 

encourage your child to visit such as 

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/  

Autumn 2 

 

Challenges of 

Natural Hazards 

Tropical storms, 

Extreme 

weather in the 

UK, and Climate 

change 

Global distribution of tropical storms(hurricanes, cyclones, 

typhoons). 

Conditions leading to the formation of a tropical storm. The 

structure and features of a tropical storm. How climate 

change might affect the distribution, frequency and 

intensity of tropical storms. 

Learning a case study of a tropical storm and monitoring, 

prediction, protection and planning can reduce the effects. 

Types of weather hazard experienced in the UK. An 

example of a recent extreme weather event in the UK.  

Evidence for climate change from the beginning of the 

Quaternary period to the present day and managing the 

impacts of climate change 

The following is a very helpful website about 

hurricanes: 

http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/Year11/Man

aging%20Hazards/Tropical%20storms/tropical_stor

ms.htm  

Case study: Hurricane Katrina: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/05/

katrina/html/ 

Climate change: 

http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-

level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/

Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.h

tm  

Spring 1 

Urban Issues 

and Challenges 

Urbanisation in 

different parts 

of the world,  

World population growth. The global pattern of urban 

change. Urban trends in different parts of the world. Factors 

affecting the rate of urbanisation and the emergence of 

mega-cities.  

A case study of a major city in contrasting parts of the 

world. 

 An example of how urban planning is improving the quality 

Bitesize is an excellent website for all geography 

topics. Here is link with information about 

urbanisation: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geograp

hy/urban_environments/urbanisation_medcs_rev1.s

html  

mailto:JFl@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/supervolcano/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/supervolcano/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/Year11/Managing%20Hazards/Tropical%20storms/tropical_storms.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/Year11/Managing%20Hazards/Tropical%20storms/tropical_storms.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/Year11/Managing%20Hazards/Tropical%20storms/tropical_storms.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/05/katrina/html/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/05/katrina/html/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Weather%20and%20climate/Climate%20Change/Global%20Warming%20causes.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/urban_environments/urbanisation_medcs_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/urban_environments/urbanisation_medcs_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/urban_environments/urbanisation_medcs_rev1.shtml
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of life for the urban poor.  

Spring 2 

 

Urban Issues 

and Challenges 

Urban change in 

UK cities and the 

challenges and 

sustainability 

Overview of the distribution of population and the major 

cities in the UK. 

A case study of a major city in the UK. An example of an 

urban regeneration project to show why the area needed 

regeneration and how the project improved social, 

economic and environmental conditions.  

Features and an example of sustainable urban living 

Case study of regeneration in Birmingham: 

http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-

5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackc

dn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-

hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geography/

settlement/urban_renewal/revision/2/ 

Sustainable living – Curitiba (Brazil): 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geograp

hy/sustainability/sustainable_living_rev4.shtml  

http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-

level/AQA/Year%2013/World%20Cities/Sustainabilit

y/Curitiba.htm 

Summer 1 

 

The Living 

World 

The study of 

ecosystems, 

tropical 

rainforests and 

hot deserts.  

Overview of a range of ecosystems at different scales.  

An example of a small scale UK ecosystem to illustrate the 

concept of interrelationships within a natural system, an 

understanding of producers, consumers, decomposers, food 

chain, food web and nutrient cycling. 

 

Tropical rainforest and their distinct characteristics, 

deforestation and it’s impacts, and the sustainable 

management of the rainforest.  

Ecosystem revision: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geograp

hy/ecosystems/ 

Rainforest characteristics and deforestation: 

http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/schools/blythebri

dge/GCSEEcosystemTropicalRF.htm 

Deforesttion: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/place

s/extreme_environments/revision/6/ 

Epping Forest: 

https://handygeography.wordpress.com/gcse/living-

world-revision-materials/epping-forest/ 

Summer 2 

The Living 

World 

The study of 

ecosystems, 

tropical 

rainforests and 

hot deserts. 

The distinct characteristics of hot deserts, the development 

of hot desert environments, and the risk of desertification.  

General information about the desert ecosystem: 

http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environ

ment/habitats/desert-profile/ 

Case Study example: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geograp

hy/ecosystems/human_uses_desert_rev1.shtml 

 

  

http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://b2de0febdea80fa78eb4-5cad31df697fe43d78c0459eba68b1d4.r36.cf3.rackcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/0755IL-5312-hammerson-bullring-case-study-original.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geography/settlement/urban_renewal/revision/2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/geography/settlement/urban_renewal/revision/2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/sustainability/sustainable_living_rev4.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/sustainability/sustainable_living_rev4.shtml
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/World%20Cities/Sustainability/Curitiba.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/World%20Cities/Sustainability/Curitiba.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/World%20Cities/Sustainability/Curitiba.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/schools/blythebridge/GCSEEcosystemTropicalRF.htm
http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/schools/blythebridge/GCSEEcosystemTropicalRF.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/places/extreme_environments/revision/6/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/places/extreme_environments/revision/6/
https://handygeography.wordpress.com/gcse/living-world-revision-materials/epping-forest/
https://handygeography.wordpress.com/gcse/living-world-revision-materials/epping-forest/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/desert-profile/
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/habitats/desert-profile/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/human_uses_desert_rev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ecosystems/human_uses_desert_rev1.shtml
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Your guide to Year 9 Health and Social Care 

Contact details 

Name: Olivia Garner 

Email: OGa@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Introduction to Health & Social Care 

Careers in Health & Social Care 

Illness – prevention, causes & treatment 

Careers in Health & Social Care 

Illness – prevention, causes & treatment 

 

Autumn 2 Health and Safety in settings – fire safety, 

injuries, evacuation procedures 

Child Abuse 

Health and Safety in settings – fire safety, 

injuries, evacuation procedures 

Child Abuse 

 

Spring 1 Alcohol – impacts, health consequences 

Drugs – consequences, legal/illegal 

 

Alcohol – impacts, health consequences 

Drugs – consequences, legal/illegal 

 

Spring 2 Smoking – lifestyle choices and impact/illness 

Nutrition – food groups, balanced diet, body 

systems 

 

Smoking – lifestyle choices and impact/illness 

Nutrition – food groups, balanced diet, body 

systems 

 

Summer 1 Healthy Eating – Childhood obesity 

Eating disorders. 

 

Healthy Eating – Childhood obesity 

Eating disorders. 

 

Summer 2 Mental Health 

Introduction to effective communication 

Mental Health 

 

 

 

mailto:OGa@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

Website 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-

social-care.html 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-

social-care.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson 

 www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/thenhs/about/Pages/nhscoreprinciples.aspx 

 http://ccpdignity.co.uk/resources/ 

Books 

 Boyd D., Bee H., Lifespan Development, (2015), Pearson Education Limited, ISBN: 
9781292065625 

Journals 

 Community Care. 

 Nursing Times. 

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson
http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/thenhs/about/Pages/nhscoreprinciples.aspx
http://ccpdignity.co.uk/resources/
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Your guide to Year 9 History 

Contact details 

Name: Cheryl Poag 

Email: CPo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Assessment Criteria 

At appropriate stages during the course, students will be assessed using past paper questions and the 
new GCSE gradings of 1-9 (9 being the highest) in preparation for the GCSE History final examinations in 
the summer of Year 11. The exams are worth 100% of the overall grade and are weighted in accordance 
with the unit listings below. All GCSE topics to be studied during the course are listed below: 

Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain through Time (1250-Present) 30% 

Paper 2 – Superpower Relations and Cold War (1941-1991) 20%; Early Elizabethan England (1558-1588) 20% 

Paper 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany (1918-1939) 30% 

 

Topic Title and 

unit 
What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Medicine Through 

Time 

Students will study how key features in the 

development of medicine were linked with the 

key features of society in Britain in the periods 

studied.  They should develop an understanding of 

the nature and process of change. This will involve 

understanding patterns of change, trends and 

turning points, and the influence of factors 

inhibiting or encouraging change within periods 

and across the theme. The key factors are: 

individuals and institutions (Church and 

government); science and technology; and 

attitudes in society. They should also understand 

how factors worked together to bring about 

particular developments at particular times. 

1. Medicine in Medieval England, 1250-

1500 

2. Medicine in the Renaissance, 1500-1700 

3. Medicine in the 18
th

 and 19
th

 Centuries 

4. Medicine from 1900-present 

5. Britain on the Western Front – wounds, 

treatments and trenches 

Visit: Florence Nightingale Museum, London. Old 

Garrett Surgery Museum, London. The Belgium-

Berlin trip is also particularly useful for the surgery 

aspect of the course as we visit field hospital and 

trench sites. 

Watch: Follow/subscribe to Worcester Jonny on 

YouTube – lots of excellent videos on each aspect 

of the course. ‘A Bloody History of Surgery’ is an 

excellent documentary series charting the key 

discoveries and developments in the 

transformation of surgery 

Read: www.medicinethroughtime.com – lots of 

excellent resources and links to follow 

BBC History magazine regularly investigates core 

MTT topics to stretch and challenge pupils 

mailto:CPo@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.medicinethroughtime.com/
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Early Elizabethan 

England, 1558-

1588 

Students will study the causes, significance and 

impact of a variety of different events that took 

place during Elizabeth’s reign. Students will be 

evaluating the decisions that Elizabeth made 

during her reign and assessing the impact of these 

decision.  

1. Queen, government and religion – 

Looking at Elizabeth’s problem to 

accession, what was the role of the 

government and its importance and 

understanding. Students will also focus 

on Elizabeth’s religious settlement and 

how that affected England.  

2. Challenges to Elizabeth at home and 

abroad – Students will investigate the 

religious threats Elizabeth faced. 

Students will focus  on her problems 

abroad, specifically the rising tensions 

with Spain. Students will look at the 

Spanish Armada and how her power 

changed in the world.  

3. Elizabethan Society in the Age of 

Exploration, 1558-88 – Students will 

explore what life was like for people of 

Elizabethan England and will focus on 

education and what people did for 

leisure. We will be also investigate 

exploration and the ‘voyages of 

discovery’ and how they increased 

revenue in England. Finally, we will look 

at Sir Walter Raleigh and the success and 

failures of his expeditions in the Americas 

and the impact it had on England.  

 

Visit: Hatfield House- Student can visit one 

Elizabeth’s most loved places and where she held 

her first Council of State in the Great Hall. Students 

will be able to see the death warrant signed for 

Mary Queen Scots and the changes that Elizabeth 

made to it. 

 

Watch: The Cate Blanchett film ‘Elizabeth: the 

Golden Age’ is an excellent resource that shows 

the problems of Elizabeth’s religious settlement 

and the increasing tensions between Spain and 

England.  

 

Read: Judith Richard’s book ‘Elizabeth I’ gives 

students a good understanding of the problems 

faced by Elizabeth during her reign and how she 

dealt with them.  

The link below explores the reasons for an increase 

in exploration. 

http://tudorexploration.rmg.co.uk/nmmflash/inde

x.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tudorexploration.rmg.co.uk/nmmflash/index.htm
http://tudorexploration.rmg.co.uk/nmmflash/index.htm
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Your guide to Year 9 ICT 

Contact details 

Name: Hasina Nessa 

Email: HNe@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 A1 What is a user interface 

 

A2 Audience needs 

What are the different types of user 

interface? 

Why is target audience so important? 

Autumn 2 A3 Design principles 

A4 Designing an efficient user interface 

What are the key features of a 

design? 

What makes an efficient UI? 

Spring 1 B1 Project planning techniques What are SMART targets? 

Spring 2 B2 Create a project plan 

 

B3 Create an initial design 

What do you need to know before 

starting a new project? 

Choose 3 different house styles for 

your design.  

Summer 1 C1 Developing a user interface  

C2 Refining the user interface 

Research the 3 main User interfaces.   

What factors need to be considered 

when testing a user interface? 

Summer 2 C3 Review What checks need to be made when 

reviewing your work? 

 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zwb4jxs/revision/1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSB6N08DOZU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBixn81yxX8 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zwb4jxs/test 

mailto:HNe@goffs.herts.sch.uk
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zwb4jxs/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSB6N08DOZU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBixn81yxX8
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zwb4jxs/test
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Your guide to Year 9 Italian 

Contact details 

Name: Mrs M Fetta 

Email: MFe@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Personal Information 

 

Family +friends 

Students should be revising any new 

vocabulary and you could test them 

on it. Check that they are 

completing worksheets on 

www.italian4fun.eu to maximise 

vocabulary learning 

Autumn 2 Daily routine 

Past times and going out 

Help your child learn subject specific 

vocabulary.  

www.languagesonline.org.uk and 

www.moltobene.com 

 

Spring 1 Sport and leisure 

(sports, healthy eating, weather) 

Students should be revising any new 

vocabulary and you could test them 

on it. Check that they are 

completing worksheets on 

www.italian4fun.eu and 

www.moltobene.com  to maximise 

vocabulary learning. 

Spring 2 My school 

(school subjects, teachers, school rooms 

and uniform) 

Monitor your child’s vocabulary 

learning on a weekly basis. You 

could also support them working on 

www.languagesonline.org.uk and 

www.italian4fun.eu  under  

Encourage your child to revise 

thoroughly for this assessment 

Summer 1 Holidays 

 (transport, holiday destinations , 

accommodation, holiday preferences 

Students should be revising any new 

vocabulary and you could test them 

on it. Check that they are 

completing worksheets on 

www.italian4fun.eu and 

mailto:MFe@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.italian4fun.eu/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.moltobene.com/
http://www.italian4fun.eu/
http://www.moltobene.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.italian4fun.eu/
http://www.italian4fun.eu/
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www.moltobene.com  to maximise 

vocabulary learning  

Summer 2 Revision & Exams  

 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

Textbook- Amici and Amici workbook/GCSE in Italian 

AQA specification:  see website 

www.vocabexpress.co.uk (students each have a personal log-in) 

www.linguacsope.co.uk  (username: goffs  password: mfl1) Click on Beginner/ Intermediate 

www.funwithlanguages.com 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.moltobene.com/
http://www.vocabexpress.co.uk/
http://www.linguacsope.co.uk/
http://www.funwithlanguages.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
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Your guide to Year 9 Maths 

Contact details 

Name:  John Vyras 

Email: JVy@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Set Key content (In order) 

Flipped Learning topics: 

Clips can be seen on hegartymaths.com where 

students create their own login details. 

Autumn 1 

1 & 2 

Higher 

Calculations, checking and rounding 

Calculations inc decimals: 21-23,38-43,47-

51,135-136,144,145 

Rounding and Estimation: 17,56,129-134 

Indices, roots, reciprocals and hierarchy of 

operations 

Roots and Indices: 102-110 

Order of Operations: 24,44,120,150 

Factors, multiples, primes, standard form 

and surds 

Factors, Multiples and Prime Factorisation: 27-

36 

Surds: 111-117 

Standard Form: 121-128 

Algebra: the basics, setting up, 

rearranging and solving equations 

Changing the subject: 285-287 

Expanding double brackets: 162-165 

Factorising Quadratics: 221-224 

Iteration: 322-323 

Sequences  

Fibonacci: 263 

Quadratic Sequences: 264 

Geometric Sequences: 247 

3 & 4 

Foundation 

Integers and place value Ordering Numbers: 13,14,37,45,46 

Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and 

Division: 15,16,18-23,144-145 

Negative Numbers: 38-43 

Order of Operations: 24,44,120,150 

Rounding and Estimation: 17,56,129-134 

Calculating with Decimals: 47-51,135,136 

Decimals  

Indices, powers and roots Powers and Roots: 99-107,173,174 

Factors, multiples and primes 
Factors and Multiples: 27,31-36 

Primes and Factorisation: 28-30 

Algebra: the basics Algebraic Expressions: 151-154,175 

mailto:JVy@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Term Set Key content (In order) 

Flipped Learning topics: 

Clips can be seen on hegartymaths.com where 

students create their own login details. 

Collecting Like Terms: 156-157 

Expressions and substitution into 

formulae 

Substitution: 155,278,279 

Multiplying Brackets: 160,161 

Factorising: 167-171 

Autumn 2 

1 & 2 

Higher 

Fractions and percentages 
Convert Recurring Decimals to Fractions: 54 

Repeated Percentage Change: 91-95 

Ratio and proportion  

Ratio Problems: 335-338 

Direct Proportion: 344-345 

Inverse Proportion: 347 

Proportion Graphs: 348 

Averages and range Quartiles: 411-412 

Averages from Frequency Tables: 418 

Averages Problems: 421 

Scatter Graphs: 453-454 

Cumulative Frequency and Boxplots: 437-441 

Histograms: 442-449 

Representing and interpreting data and 

scatter graphs 

3 & 4 

Foundation 

Transformations  

Translations: 637 - 638 

Reflections: 639 - 641 

Enlargements: 642 - 643 

Rotations: 648 - 649 

Describing Transformations: 650 - 654 

Properties of shapes, parallel lines and 

angle facts 

Drawing and Measuring Angles: 455,457-461 

Angle Facts: 477-487 

Interior and exterior angles of polygons 
Angles in Polygons: 560-565 

Angle Problems: 488-491 

Spring 1 

1 & 2 

Higher 

Polygons, angles and parallel lines 
Gradient: 203,204 

Equation of a straight line: 208-213 

Parallel and Perpendicular Lines: 214-216 

Graphs: the basics and real-life graphs 

Linear graphs and coordinate geometry 

3 & 4 

Foundation 

Fractions, decimals and percentages 
Calculating with Fractions: 59-62,65-72,77-80 

Converting FDP: 52,53,55,73-76,82,83,149 

Percentages 

Percentage of Amounts: 84-87 

Percentage Increase/Decrease inc. repeated: 88-

95 

Percentage Change: 97 
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Term Set Key content (In order) 

Flipped Learning topics: 

Clips can be seen on hegartymaths.com where 

students create their own login details. 

Reverse Percentages: 96 

Perimeter, area and volume 

Calculating Perimeter: 549 - 552 

Calculating Area: 554- 559 

Volumes of cuboids, prisms: 568 - 571 

Surface Area: 584 - 591 

Spring 2 

1 & 2 

Higher 

Probability 

Probability Trees: 361-367 

Conditional Probability: 389-390 

Product Rule for counting: 671-673 

Venn Diagrams: 385-391 

Quadratic, cubic and other graphs 

Quadratic Graphs: 252-258 

Cubic Graphs: 298-299 

Reciprocal Graphs: 300-301 

Similarity and congruence in 2D and 3D 

Congruence proofs: 684-690  

Similar Shapes: 612-614  

Similar Shapes Area: 517-519 

Similar Shapes Volume: 618-621 

3 & 4 

Foundation 

Equations and inequalities 

Linear Equations: 176 - 189 

Linear Equations on graphs: 217 

Inequalities: 265 - 272 

Writing algebraic equations and equations: 151 - 

188 

Sequences  
Linear Sequences: 196 - 198 

Other Sequences: 261 

Statistics, sampling and the averages 

Collecting data: frequency tables: 401 - 403 

Two-Way tables: 422 - 424 

Bar Charts: 425 

Pictograms: 426 

Stem and leaf diagrams: 430 - 433 

Mode: 404, 415 

Mean: 405 - 4038, 417 

Median: 409, 416 

Range: 410, 414 

Choosing Averages: 413 

Averages Problems: 419, 420 

Sampling 394 - 398 

Summer 1 
1 & 2 

Higher 

Perimeter, area and circles Circles: 537-538,542-547 

3D forms and volume, cylinders, cones Surface Area: 587-591 
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Term Set Key content (In order) 

Flipped Learning topics: 

Clips can be seen on hegartymaths.com where 

students create their own login details. 

and spheres Volume: 576-583 

Accuracy and bounds Bounds: 137-139 

3 & 4 

Foundation 

Tables, charts and graphs 

Two Way Tables: 422-424 

Bar Charts: 425 

Pictograms: 426 

Stem and Leaf: 430-433 

Pie charts Pie Charts: 427-429 

Scatter graphs Scatter Graphs: 453-454 

Summer 2 

1 & 2 

Higher 

Transformations Enlargements: 644-647 

Constructions, loci and bearings 

Constructions: 660-669 

Loci: 674-679 

Bearings: 531 

3 & 4 

Foundation 
Probability 

Probability Scale: 349-350 

Probability of events: 351-360 

Venn Diagrams: 372-380 

Frequency Trees: 368-369 

Probability Trees: 361-363 

 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

Suggested reading:   Collins KS3 New Frameworking Year 9 Book 1 

Collins KS3 New Frameworking Year 9 Book 2 

Collins KS3 New Frameworking Year 9 Book 3 

Pearson Practice Papers Plus-Foundation  

Pearson Practice Papers Plus-Higher  

Pearson Revision Guide- Foundation 

Pearson Revision Guide- Higher 

Pearson Workbook- Foundation 

Pearson Workbook- Higher 

Useful online resources: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/z9p3mnb 

https://hegartymaths.com/ 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/z9p3mnb
https://hegartymaths.com/
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https://corbettmaths.com 

https://justmaths.co.uk 

 

More detailed information about the programme of study can be found on the Department for 

Education website: 

www.edexcel.com/gcsemaths2015guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://corbettmaths.com/
https://justmaths.co.uk/
http://www.edexcel.com/gcsemaths2015guide
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Your guide to Year 9 Media BTEC 

Contact details 

Name:  Kate Dawson 

Email: KDa@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Component 3: Create a Media Product 

in Response to a Brief (Exam) 

Controlled assessment set by exam board May/June 

2020 

This will be a chance for students to practice and 

develop the skills that they will need to complete the 

exam unit in Year 10. 

Magazine focus 

Research Conde Nast 

Autumn 2 Component 3: Create a Media Product 

in Response to a Brief (Exam) 

Controlled assessment set by exam board May/June 

2020 

This will be a chance for students to practice and 

develop the skills that they will need to complete the 

exam unit in Year 10. 

Advertising focus 

Research the ASA 

Spring 1 Component 3: Create a Media Product 

in Response to a Brief (Exam) 

Controlled assessment set by exam board May/June 

2020 

This will be a chance for students to practice and 

develop the skills that they will need to complete the 

exam unit in Year 10. 

TV focus 

Research OFCOM 

mailto:KDa@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Spring 2 Component 1: Exploring Media Products 

A: Investigate media products 

B: Explore how media products are created to provide 

meaning and engage audiences 

Students will be practicing and developing the skills 

needed to complete this core unit that they will start in 

Year 10 

Print focus – magazines, newspapers, print advert 

Research uses and gratifications 

theory 

Summer 1 Component 1: Exploring Media Products 

A: Investigate media products 

B: Explore how media products are created to provide 

meaning and engage audiences 

Students will be practicing and developing the skills 

needed to complete this core unit that they will start in 

Year 10 

Moving image focus – TV programme openings, film 

trailers, TV adverts 

Find target audiences from 

You.Gov for specific media 

products 

Summer 2 Component 1: Exploring Media Products 

A: Investigate media products 

B: Explore how media products are created to provide 

meaning and engage audiences 

Students will be practicing and developing the skills 

needed to complete this core unit that they will start in 

Year 10 

 

E-Media focus – YouTube videos, online adverts, 

websites, social media 

 

Research what rules bloggers 

and vloggers must follow 
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Your guide to Year 9 Media GCSE 

Contact details 

Name:  Matthew Compton 

Email: MCo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Introduction of theoretical framework – Media 

language, representation, audience, industry and 

context. 

 

Autumn 2 Component 1 – Section A  - Advertising and Marketing 

Quality Street and This Girl Can 

Focus on Media language and representation 

Research life in 1950’s UK 

Spring 1 Introduction to Adobe Photoshop 

Create an advertising campaign for the same product, 

one set in the 1950’s and one set in 2018. 

Research styles of adverts in 

1950’s 

Spring 2 Component 1 – Section B – Radio 

The Archers 

Focus on Audience and Industry 

What is a public service 

broadcaster? 

 

 

Summer 1 Component 2 – Section A – Crime Dramas 

Luther 

Focus on media language, representation, audience and 

industry 

What crime dramas does the 

BBC show? 

Watch Luther set product 

Summer 2 Introduction to Adobe Premiere Pro 

Create an opening to a crime drama that could appear 

on the BBC 

 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/gcse/  

http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=950  

http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1054  

mailto:MCo@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/gcse/
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=950
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1054
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Your guide to Year 9 PE Core 

Contact details 

Name:  Richard Ashdown 

Email: RAs@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Students will be taught in single sex groups of boys and girls, in sets based on 

ability. 

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with the correct attire for every lesson, including lessons where they may be injured. In 

this case students will not take an active part in the performance aspect of the lesson but may be required to act as a coach or an 

official. 

Year 9 Topic Title and 

unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Autumn 1 9e/w1 

Table Tennis 

9e/w2 

Fitness 

9e/w3 

Netball 

9e/w4 

Trampolining 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 

techniques within the sport they cover in this 

block. 

In Table Tennis, students will develop skills of 

backhand slice and topspin as well as a variety 

of serves. 

In Fitness, students will gain skills in 

maintaining or improving specific attributes 

such as muscular strength, endurance and 

cardiovascular endurance. 

Students will work on their sending/receiving 

and attacking/defending skills in Games 

activities. 

In Trampolining students will learn a variety of 

movements and will be taught the safety 

requirements involved such as “Spotting” and 

supporting other students. 

Please make sure your child has their kit for 

every lesson. If they are injured please send 

in a note but still bring kit so they can be 

involved in the learning that takes place. 

Encourage them to attend a variety of after-

school sports clubs to maintain and improve 

fitness levels. 

Netball is mostly outside on the courts. 

Additional clothing on the uniform policy is 

advised in cold conditions. 

mailto:RAs@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Autumn 2 9e/w1 

Football 

9e/w2 

Basketball 

9e/w3 

Dance 

9e/w4 

Fitness 

Students will learn how to work in a team and 

build skills such as communication, 

cooperation, and teamwork. 

Students will work on their sending/receiving 

and attacking/defending skills in Games 

activities. 

In Dance, students will create routines and 

learn basic moves. 

In Fitness, students will gain skills in 

maintaining or improving specific attributes 

such as muscular strength, endurance and 

cardiovascular endurance. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 

after-school activity for the sport they are 

covering in this unit. 

Football is on the astro where astro trainers or 

moulded boots are advised. 

Additional clothing on the uniform policy is 

advised in cold conditions. 

 

 

 

Spring 1 9e/w1 

Rugby 

9e/w2 

Table Tennis 

9e/w3 

Trampolining 

9e/w4 

Netball 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 

techniques within the sport they cover in this 

block. 

Students will work on their sending/receiving 

and attacking/defending skills in Games 

activities. 

In Table Tennis, students will develop skills of 

backhand slice and topspin as well as a variety 

of serves. 

In Trampolining students will learn a variety of 

movements and will be taught the safety 

requirements involved such as “Spotting” and 

supporting other students. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 

after-school activity for the sport they are 

covering in this unit. 

Rugby is on the field, please wear boots. 

A gum shield is necessary.  

Netball is mostly outside on the courts. 

Additional clothing on the uniform policy is 

advised in cold conditions. 

 

Spring 2 9e/w1 

Fitness 

9e/w2 

Ultimate 

Frisbee 

9e/w3 

Basketball 

9e/w4 

Dance 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 

techniques within the sport they cover in this 

block. 

In Fitness, students will gain skills in 

maintaining or improving specific attributes 

such as muscular strength, endurance and 

cardiovascular endurance. 

Students will work on their sending/receiving 

and attacking/defending skills in Games 

activities. 

In Dance, students will create routines and 

learn basic moves. 

Please encourage your child to attend the 

after-school activity for the sport they are 

covering in this unit. 

Handball is on the astro where astro trainers 

or moulded boots are advised. 

Additional clothing on the uniform policy is 

advised in cold conditions. 

 

Summer 1 9e/w1 

Athletics 

Athletics will involve the teaching of running, 

jumping and throwing events. The throwing 

events will be taught using the official 

equipment and using the relevant weight for 

Please encourage your child to attend the 

after-school activity for the sport they are 

covering in this unit. 
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9e/w2 

Rounders 

9e/w3 

Athletics 

9e/w4 

Rounders 

their age-group. They will be taught the 

techniques for all events and how they are 

scored/measured. 

Rounders will involve the teaching of fielding 

skills and batting. They will be taught the 

scoring system for Rounders. 

 

Summer 2 9e/w1 

Softball 

9e/w2 

Softball 

9e/w3 

Rounders 

9e/w4 

Tennis 

Students will learn a variety of skills and 

techniques within the sport they cover in this 

block. 

Softball lessons will involve throwing, catching 

using a mit and striking. 

Rounders will involve the teaching of fielding 

skills and batting. They will be taught the 

scoring system for Rounders. 

Tennis will involve the teaching of serving, 

forehand and backhand shots and shots close 

to the net and from a distance. They will be 

taught the scoring system for Tennis. 

 

Please encourage your child to attend the 

after-school activity for the sport they are 

covering in this unit. 
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Your guide to Year 9 PE GCSE 

Contact details 

Name:  Richard Ashdown 

Email: RAs@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Assessment Criteria 

Every half term students are assessed on each topic area using Edexcel grade boundaries 

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teachers comments in their 

books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracker in the front of their books after 

every assessment. 

 

Year 9 Topic Title 

and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Autumn 

1 

 

1.1 

The structure 

and functions 

of the skeletal 

system 

1.1.1 The functions of the skeleton applied to 

performance in physical activities and sports: 

protection of vital organs, muscle attachment, 

joints for movement, platelets, red and white 

blood cell production, storage of calcium and 

phosphorus 

1.1.2 Classification of bones: long (leverage), 

short (weight bearing), flat (protection, broad 

surface for muscle attachment), irregular 

(protection and muscle attachment) applied to 

performance in physical activities and sports 

1.1.3 Structure: cranium, clavicle, scapula, five 

regions of the vertebral column (cervical, 

thoracic, lumbar, sacrum, coccyx), ribs, sternum, 

humerus, radius, ulna, carpals, metacarpals, 

phalanges (in the hand), pelvis, femur, patella, 

tibia, fibula, tarsals, metatarsals, phalanges (in 

the foot), and their classification and use applied 

to performance in physical activities and sports 

1.1.4 Classification of joints: pivot (neck – atlas 

and axis), hinge (elbow, knee and ankle), ball and 

socket (hip and shoulder), condyloid (wrist), and 

their impact on the range of possible movements 

Use www.mypeexam.com to research  

 

Major bones that benefit from particular types 

of physical activity 

Femur 

Tibia 

Fibula 

Scapula 

Humerous  

Role of skeletal system during physical activity 

Function of skeletal system for 

• movement,  

• support 

• protection  

During physical activity 

ranges of movement at  

• hinge joint at elbow and knee,  

• ball and socket joint at shoulder  

during physical activity  

• flexion 

• extension,  

• rotation 

• abduction 

• adduction  

Importance of weight-bearing exercise, 

walking, running, tennis and aerobics to 

mailto:RAs@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.mypeexam.com/
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1.1.5 Movement possibilities at joints dependant 

on joint classification: flexion, extension, 

adduction, abduction, rotation, circumduction, 

plantar-flexion, dorsi-flexion and examples of 

physical activity and sporting skills and 

techniques that utilise these movements in 

different sporting contexts 

1.1.6 The role of ligaments and tendons, and 

their relevance to participation in physical 

activity and sport 

prevent osteoporosis 

The potential for injuries such as  

• fractures  

• compound, 

• greenstick 

• simple 

• stress 

 Joint injuries such as 

• tennis elbow 

• golfer’s elbow 

• dislocation 

• sprain 

• torn cartilage  

Treatment using common techniques such as 

RICE  

• rest 

• ice 

• compression  

• elevation 

Diet  

Effect of calcium and vitamin D on bones 

Autumn 2 1.1 

The structure 

and functions 

of the 

muscular 

system 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classification and characteristics of muscle types: 

voluntary muscles of the skeletal system, 

involuntary muscles in blood vessels, cardiac 

muscle forming the heart, and their roles when 

participating in physical activity and sport 

1.1.8 Location and role of the voluntary muscular 

system to work with the skeleton to bring about 

specific movement during physical activity and 

sport, and the specific function of each muscle 

(deltoid, biceps, triceps, pectoralis major, 

latissimus dorsi, external obliques, hip flexors, 

gluteus maximus, quadriceps, hamstrings, 

gastrocnemius and tibialis anterior) 

1.1.9 Antagonistic pairs of muscles (agonist and 

antagonist) to create opposing movement at 

joints to allow physical activities 

(e.g. gastrocnemius and tibialis anterior acting at 

the ankle - plantar flexion to dorsi flexion; and 

quadriceps and hamstrings acting at the knee, 

biceps and triceps acting at the elbow, and hip 

flexors and gluteus maximus acting at the hip – 

all flexion to extension) 

1.1.10 Characteristics of fast and slow twitch 

muscle fibre types (type I, type IIa and type IIx) 

and how this impacts on their use in physical 

Use www.mypeexam.com  to help research  

Role of muscular system during physical 

activity. 

Major muscle groups that benefit from 

particular types of physical activity  

• deltoid 

• trapezius 

• latissimus dorsi. 

• pectorals  

Major muscle groups that benefit from 

particular types of physical activity 

• biceps 

•  triceps. 

• abdominals 

• quadriceps 

• hamstrings. 

• gluteals  

http://www.mypeexam.com/
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activities 

1.1.11 How the skeletal and muscular systems 

work together to allow participation in physical 

activity and sport 

• gastrocnemius  

Role of muscles in movement  

Antagonist and antagonist pairs due to injury 

and inactivity, and their treatment using 

common techniques. Rest (rest required for 

adaptation to take place, time for recovery 

before next exercise session) 

Diet (effects of protein in building and 

repairing muscles) 

Performance enhancing drugs (use of steroids 

to aid muscle building and recovery). 

Spring 1 & 

2 

1.2 

The structure 

and functions 

of the cardio-

respiratory 

system 

1.2.2 Structure of the cardiovascular system: 

atria, ventricles, septum, tricuspid, bicuspid and 

semi-lunar valves, aorta, vena cava, pulmonary 

artery, pulmonary vein, and their role in 

maintaining blood circulation during 

performance in physical activity and sport 

1.2.3 Structure of arteries, capillaries and veins 

and how this relates to function and importance 

during physical activity and sport in terms of 

blood pressure, oxygenated, deoxygenated blood 

and changes due to physical exercise 

1.2.4 The mechanisms required 

(vasoconstriction, vasodilation) and the need for 

redistribution of blood flow (vascular shunting) 

during physical activities compared to when 

resting  

1.2.5 Function and importance of red and white 

blood cells, platelets and plasma for physical 

activity and sport 

1.2.6 Composition of inhaled and exhaled air and 

the impact of physical activity and sport on this 

composition 

1.2.7 Vital capacity and tidal volume, and change 

in tidal volume due to physical activity and sport, 

and the reasons that make the change in tidal 

volume necessary 

1.2.8 Location of main components of respiratory 

system (lungs, bronchi, bronchioles, alveoli, 

diaphragm) and the role in movement of oxygen 

and carbon dioxide into and out of the body 

Research into the impact of the following 

using www.mypeexam.com  

Rest required for adaptation to take place, 

time for recovery before next exercise session 

Diet  

Effects on blood pressure and cholesterol – 

HDL and LDL 

Recreational drugs  

Effects of alcohol and smoking/nicotine on 

blood 

Pressure 

Recreational drugs  

Effects of smoking on the alveoli-gaseous 

exchange). 

http://www.mypeexam.com/
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1.2.9 Structure of alveoli to enable gas exchange 

and the process of gas exchange to meet the 

demands of varying intensities of exercise 

(aerobic and anaerobic) 

1.2.10 How the cardiovascular and respiratory 

systems work together to allow participation in 

physical activity and sport 

Summer 1 

& 2 

1.3 

Anaerobic and 

aerobic  

exercise 

 

 

 

1.4 

The short- and 

long term 

effects of 

exercise 

1.3.1 Energy: the use of glucose and oxygen to 

release energy aerobically with the production of 

carbon dioxide and water, the impact of 

insufficient oxygen on energy release, the 

byproduct of anaerobic respiration (lactic acid) 

1.3.2 Energy sources: fats as a fuel source for 

aerobic activity, carbohydrates as a fuel source 

for aerobic and anaerobic activity. 

1.4.1 Short-term effects of physical activity and 

sport on lactate accumulation, muscle fatigue, 

and the relevance of this to the player/performer 

1.4.2 Short-term effects of physical activity and 

sport on heart rate, stroke volume and cardiac 

output, and the importance of this to the 

player/performer 

4.3 Short-term effects of physical activity and 

sport on depth and rate of breathing, and the 

importance of this to the player/performer 

1.4.4 How the respiratory and cardiovascular 

systems work together to allow participation in, 

and recovery from, physical activity and sport: 

oxygen intake into lungs, transfer to blood and 

transport to muscles, and removal of carbon 

dioxide 

1.4.5 Long-term effects of exercise on the body 

systems. 

1.4.6 Interpretation of graphical representations 

of heart rate, stroke volume and cardiac output 

values at rest and during exercise vity 

 

 

Use www.mypeexam.com  to research 

Exercise and physical activity immediate and 

short-term effects of participation in exercise 

and physical activity  

• increased breathing rate 

• increased depth of breathing 

• oxygen debt  

Effects of regular participation in – and long-

term effects of participation in – exercise and 

physical activity 

• increased lung 

• capacity/volume 

• vital capacity 

Effects of regular participation in – and long-

term effects of participation in – exercise and 

physical activity 

• Increased size of heart, 

• Effects on blood 

• Pressure  

• Healthy veins and arteries 

 Immediate and short-term effects of  

participation in exercise and physical activity  

• isometric and isotonic contractions 

• responses  

• increased fuel/energy demands, 

• lactic acid, muscle fatigue  

Effects of regular participation in  long-term 

http://www.mypeexam.com/
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effects of  participation in  

• exercise and physical activity  

• adaptations  

• increased strength  

• size 

• hypertrophy  

The potential for injuries such as  

• muscle strain 

• muscle atrophy  

Effects of regular participation in – and long-

term effects of participation in  exercise and 

physical activity  

 

• increased bone density  

• strength of ligaments and tendons 
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Your guide to Year 9 Photography 

Contact details 

Name:  Tiffany Brown 

Email: TBr@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Assessment Criteria 

Students’ work will be assessed throughout each topic using GCSE criteria for photography. Each half term 
student progress in their projects so far will be assessed using GCSE grades and sub levels. Each topic has a ‘grade 
ladder’ which outlines the differences between each grade. 

Topic Title and unit What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

H
al

f 
te

rm
 1

a 

 

CLOSE UP – 

incorporating 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SKILLS 

 

Students will be working on the theme of 

CLOSE-UP this year.  The aim is to teach them 

everything they need to know (foundation),  

before they embark on the 2 year GCSE 

course.  These will include:  

 

Visual Mind-mapping 

SEMI analysis (how to) and Artist Researches 

Rules of composition- practical photo shoot 

Experimenting with backdrops 

Lighting workshop – natural versus artificial 

(diffuse and reflect) 

Possible Artists:  

Peter Keetman,, Jan Groover, Olivia Parker, 

Bill Beckley, Jonathan Singer, Ernst Haas, Karl 

Blossfeldt, Albert Renger- Patzch, Alison Watt 

 

Students will keep detailed evidence 

throughout the year in the form of 

PowerPoint and physical resource 

boards/sketchbook. 

  

 

You could help your son/daughter collect 

images and objects that link to the theme of 

‘CLOSE UP’ e.g. flowers, books, toys, fruit and 

vegetables, textured surfaces, everyday objects  

and discuss the visual meanings that could be 

linked to the objects other than their intended 

use. 

They will need to start making the work 

personal to them, using themes that they are 

interested in. You could discuss possible 

starting points for their own topic or subjects 

they have a passion for e.g. musical 

instruments, food, reading, sport etc. 

 

Topics for further study make a visit to the 

following: 

Tate Modern 

Royal Academy 

Look at artists with your son/daughter – 

discuss with them. 

  

mailto:TBr@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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H
al

f 
te

rm
 1

b
 

 

CLOSE UP – 

incorporating 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SKILLS 

 

 

Students will create a series of  photo shoots.  

We will look at specific foci: 

 

How to link to artists 

How to review photo shoots 

Shooting in RAW versus JPEG 

Introduction to MACRO photography 

. 

 

Encourage experimentation at home with 

photographing different subjects based on the 

chosen theme. If PowerPoint or Photoshop 

available, students should also be encouraged 

to develop their work further (e.g. by adding to 

& refining their PowerPoint presentations / 

experimenting with filters & effects on 

Photoshop)  

 

At this stage students should be bringing 

together the final stages of their research. You 

could support them by going through their 

action points with them and helping them to 

structure their work appropriately so that they 

get everything completed by the final deadline 

(Feb half term) 

H
al

f 
te

rm
 2

a 

 

CLOSE UP – 

incorporating 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SKILLS 

 

 

 

 

This half term students will be developing 

their understanding of camera basics. They 

will begin to understand how important 

lighting is and controlling it using a studio 

environment.  

Photo-shoots will include learning about 

depth of field, blurring and bokeh, aperture, 

shutter speed and ISO. 

 

At home students can practice their 

photography skills and identify what 

techniques photographers have used. 

Encourage them to discuss their photographs 

and images by other photographers to develop 

their technical understanding of the skills 

involved. 

   
 H

al
f 

te
rm

 2
b

 

 

CLOSE UP – 

incorporating 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SKILLS 

 

 

Students will be introduced to ‘off the 

computer’ techniques.  They will expected to 

keep detailed evidence in a sketchbook of 

their samples – these will be created using 

chosen photos from their Close-up photo 

shoots: 

Drawing, Paper manipulation, Weaving, 

Decollage, Double decollage, Stitching and 

how to annotate. 

 

 

Encourage your son/daughter to explore and 

combine techniques – ask them to show you 

their work and explain it to you – this will help 

them consolidate the skills developed and 

embed for future reference. 
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H
al

f 
te

rm
 3

a/
3

b
 

 

CLOSE UP – 

incorporating 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SKILLS 

 

  

 

REFINEMENT AND PRESENT: Students will 

have developed their ideas in their 

PowerPoint and development boards showing 

clear artist links, a range of photographic 

starting points & possible Photoshop 

techniques they may use. For a final 

presentation students will print off images 

and create an arrangement of objects and 

photographs as a final piece.  Full evaluation 

of process. 

 

Your son/daughter may need some support 

with gathering/buying frames etc towards their 

final piece. 

The department will ensure printing is done for  

your son and daughter. 
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Your guide to Year 9 Product Design 

Contact details 

Name:  Melanie Fusco 

Email: MFu@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Assessment Criteria 

Every half term students are assessed using the AQA GCSE Assessment Criteria.  Each Project focuses on two 
specific Assessment Criteria.  Every project assesses students practical skills and ability in a wide range of 
appropriate materials.  Each project has a tracker which outlines the differences between each Assessment 
Criteria and highlights how students can achieve higher grades in each Assessment Criteria.   

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teachers comments in their 

workbooks and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress trackers after every assessment 

period and to complete ALL of the homework set via ‘doddle’ 

Year 9 Topic Title 

and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Project 1 

4 weeks  

8 lessons  

What is 

product 

design? 

Insight into product design and the design 

process. Students will analyse existing Alessi 

products and learn techniques for research, 

evaluation and communication of their ideas. 

They will use cardboard modelling to investigate 

and prototype design ideas. 

Students will receive 4 Home Learning tasks- 

during this Product Design Module. Details will 

be on ‘doddle’ and students will be informed. 

Parents should make sure that the work set is 

printed off and completed for submission by 

the deadlines so that it can be included as 

evidence of progress in their child’s Product 

Design Portfolio. 

 

Project 2 

10 weeks  

20 lessons 

Perfume 

bottle 

design and 

packaging  

Students will study different drawing and 

presentation techniques for use in their 

portfolios. They will design fragrance bottles and 

the packaging developing an understanding of 

different target markets. They will need to 

complete research tasks, write a design 

specification, generate design ideas, model the 

idea that best meets the Design Specification, 

test & evaluate the model and modify it as 

appropriate 

Students will receive 10 Home Learning tasks- 

during this Product Design Module. Details will 

be on ‘doddle’ and students will be informed. 

Parents should make sure that the work set is 

printed off and completed for submission by 

the deadlines so that it can be included as 

evidence of progress in their child’s Product 

Design Portfolio. 

 

Project 3 

12 weeks  

24 lessons 

Modular 

Storage 

Students will research the Bauhaus and 

modernist design ideals to design a modular 

storage system. The best design will then go into 

production and students will be in teams of 4 or 

5 each with a specific role in  the production 

process. They will then have the opportunity to 

Students will receive 12 Home Learning tasks- 

during this Product Design Module.  

Details will be on ‘doddle’ and students will be 

informed. Parents should make sure that the 

work set is printed off and completed for 

mailto:MFu@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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make a high quality product which can then be 

tested and evaluated against the original design 

specification. 

submission by the deadlines so that it can be 

included as evidence of progress in their 

child’s Product Design Portfolio. 

 

Project 4 

12 weeks  

24 lessons 

Speaker with 

electronics 

In this project the students will be introduced to 

PCB’s and electronic circuits which they will 

solder and incorporate into a speaker they have 

designed. They will then test evaluate their 

product against a specification and collect  3
rd

 

party feedback.  From the testing and evaluation 

process students will communicate modifications 

they could make to their products. 

Students will receive 12 Home Learning tasks- 

during this Product Design Module.  

Details will be on ‘doddle’ and students will be 

informed. Parents should make sure that the 

work set is printed off and completed for 

submission by the deadlines so that it can be 

included as evidence of progress in their 

child’s Product Design Portfolio. 
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Your guide to Year 9 Psychology 

 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Research Methods 

 Variables and hypotheses 

 Experiments 

 Experimental designs 

 Samples and Sampling 

 Ethics, dealing with ethics and 
applying these to psychological 
research 

Research Methods 

 Ethics and dealing with 
ethics 

Autumn 2 Research Methods 

 Interviews and interview types 

 Observations and observation types 

 Case studies and correlations 

 Descriptive statistics 

 Bias in psychological research 

Research Methods 

 Descriptive statistics - 
mathematical skills, tables 
and graphs 

 Case studies 

Spring 1 Research Methods 

 Designing psychological research using 
different methods (experiments, 
questionnaires, interviews, 
observations etc).  

 How to write up a psychological report 

Research Methods 

Although these are brand new 

skills that will need to be 

covered in class, students will be 

given access to the 'Conducting 

Psychological Research' pdf 

which explains how they can 

write up psychological reports 

to read to gain an in-depth 

understanding. 

Spring 2 Perception 

 Sensation and perception 

 Visual cues and constancies 

 Gibson's direct theory of perception - 
the influence of nature 

 Visual illusions 

 Gregory's constructivist theory of 
perception – the influence of nurture 

 Factors affecting perception 

Perception 

 Gilchrist and Nesberg's 
need and perceptual 
change study 

 Bruner and Minturn's 
perceptual set study. 

 

Summer 1 Students will be revising all of the Research 

Methods covered this year (linking to 

Psychological Research) and the Perception 

topic to prepare for the end of year test. 

Students should write revision 

notes and material for the areas 

covered to help them to prepare 

for the end of year test. 
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Summer 2 Students will cover a number of key studies and 

theories that will be explored further in Year 10 

and 11 

Students will be asked to think 

about strengths and limitations 

of studies, ethical issues, and 

how studies or theories could be 

improved. 

 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

Students can access sample papers on the AQA website to complete more exam questions to enhance 

their exam technique and consolidate their learning. (www.aqa.org.uk) 

Simply Psychology is a useful website that offers extensive information about a range of topics in 

psychology. This website is aimed at A Level Psychology; however it offers students the opportunity to 

broaden their knowledge about the topics we learn beyond the GCSE curriculum. They can search the 

website to read up on any topic we are currently studying. (https://www.simplypsychology.org ) 

Quizlet is an online tool where students can create flashcards online. They can learn the material 

created, write out key terms, and test themselves.  (https://quizlet.com/latest) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
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Your guide to Year 9 RS 

Contact details 

Mr E Bora ebo@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Mr D Chichester-Miles Dch@goffs.herts.sch.uk  

 

Assessment Criteria 

At the end of every unit students are assessed using the AQA GCSE Spec A assessment criteria. This 

will be a written assessment including a mixture of explanations and evaluations. Students will re-sit if 

they are below target. 

 

Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their teacher’s comments in their 

books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to complete their progress tracker in the front of their folders after 

every assessment. All home learning must be completed.  

Year 9 Topic Title 

and unit 

What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

Topic 1 The Key 

Teachings & 

Beliefs of 

Christianity 

In this topic students will be aware of religious beliefs 

and teachings of the Christian faith. They  should be 

aware of the implications of these on the way in 

which Christians see and interact with the world 

around them. Specific study areas will include: 

Christian ideas about the power and nature of God; 

Different beliefs on the creation of the world;; 

The main beliefs concerning the afterlife, including; 

Resurrection, Judgement, Heaven and Hell; 

The birth of Jesus and his role as the son of God. In 

particular the concept of incarnation – God made 

human; 

The importance of the Crucifixion, Resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus; 

The role of Sin (including original sin), Atonement, 

Grace and salvation through Christ in the way 

Christians believe life should be lived. 

Students will be asked to learn about and 

understand why these beliefs are so important 

to Christians, as well as how these influence 

the decisions they make in choosing how to 

live their lives. Whilst you may or may not be 

religious yourself, it would be useful to your 

child if you could discuss these teachings at 

home: Perhaps even debate why people may 

or may not choose to believe in them.  

You and your child could also visit tourist 

attractions like St. Pauls or Westminster 

Cathedrals in London. More locally St. Albans 

Cathedral runs a series of free guided tours, 

workshops and heritage open days throughout 

the year. More details can be found on their 

‘What’s On’ page here:  

https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/whatson/ 

Your local churches are also a good potential 

source of information. This BBC link is also a 

good and easy to navigate place for further 

reading:  

mailto:ebo@goffs.herts.sch.uk
mailto:Dch@goffs.herts.sch.uk
https://www.stalbanscathedral.org/whatson/
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 http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christ

ianity/ 

 

Topic 2 The Key 

Teachings & 

Beliefs of 

Buddhism 

Within this topic students will learn about the 

religious beliefs and teachings of the Buddhist faith. 

They will become aware of the implications of these 

on the way in which Buddhists see and interact with 

the world around them. Specific study areas shall 

include: 

The concept of Dhamma (Dharma), and the concept 

of dependent arising (paticcasamupada). 

The Three Marks of Existence, including: 

impermanence (anicca), no fixed self (anatta) and 

unsatisfactoriness of life, for instance: suffering 

(dukkha). 

The human personality, in the Theravada and 

Mahayana traditions. Including: the Five Aggregates 

(skandhas) of form, sensation, perception, mental 

formations, consciousness for Theravada, and: 

sunyata, the possibility of attaining Buddhahood and 

Buddha-nature for Mahayana. 

Human destiny, including: Different ideals in 

Theravada and Mahayana traditions: Arhat (a 

‘perfected person’) and Bodhisattva ideals as well as 

Buddhahood and the ‘Pure Land’. 

The Buddha’s life and its significance, which will 

cover: The birth of the Buddha and his life of luxury, 

the Four Sights: illness, old age, death, and a holy 

man,  the Buddha’s ascetic life and finally the 

Buddha’s Enlightenment. 

The Four Noble Truths, including: Suffering (dukkha) , 

different types of suffering, the causes of suffering 

(samudaya); the Three Poisons, ignorance, greed and 

hate, the end of craving (tanha), interpretations of 

nibbana (nirvana) and Enlightenment. 

The Eightfold Path to Nirvana; including:  The 

Threefold Way: (ethics, meditation and wisdom). 

Students will be asked to learn about and 

understand why these concepts are so 

important to Buddhists, as well as how these 

influence the manner in which they live their 

lives. Whilst you may not have much (or any) 

knowledge of buddhism yourself, it would be 

useful to your child if you could discuss these 

ideas at home: How are they similar and yet 

different to Christian ideas? If you believed in 

the same thing would it change some things in 

your life? You and your child could also visit 

Amaravati, a Buddhist monastery of monks 

and nuns near Hemel Hempstead 

(http://www.amaravati.org/) or learn more 

about meditation at the Hertford Buddhist 

Sangha (community)  

(http://www.buddhismandmeditation.co.uk/h

ertford) 

Further reading can also be found on the BBC 

link here: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/budd

hism/ 

 

Topic 3 The 

Beginning of 

the 

Universe, 

The 

Students will study religious, philosophical and ethical 

arguments, relating to the following issues and their 

impact and influence in the modern world. They 

should be aware of contrasting perspectives in 

Encourage your child to watch documentaries 

such as the BBC’s Africa 

National Geographic has some very useful 

information about the animals that are 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.amaravati.org/
http://www.buddhismandmeditation.co.uk/hertford
http://www.buddhismandmeditation.co.uk/hertford
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
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Environmen

t and Animal 

Life. 

contemporary British society on all of these issues:  

The origins of the universe, including: religious 

teachings about the origins of the universe, and 

different interpretations of these. 

The relationship between scientific views, such as the 

Big Bang theory, and religious views. 

The value of the world and the duty of human beings 

to protect it, including religious teaching (like the 

concepts of stewardship, dominion, responsibility, 

awe and wonder). 

The use and abuse of the environment, including the 

use of natural resources and pollution. 

The use and abuse of animals, including animal 

experimentation and the use of animals for food. 

Students must be able to explain different beliefs on 

these issues from the main religious tradition in 

Britain (Christianity) and one or more other religions. 

 

endangered. 

See also: http://www.wwf.org/   

& http://www.rspca.org.uk/home 

& http://goffsrs.com/aqa-gcse-revision-2/aqa-

gcse-revision-unit-2-full-course-only/topic-1-

religion-and-animals/ 

Topic 4 Human Life: 

How it 

began, 

Value, 

Death, 

Abortion & 

Euthanasia. 

Students will study religious, philosophical and ethical 

arguments, relating to the following issues and their 

impact and influence in the modern world. They 

should be aware of contrasting perspectives in 

contemporary British society on all of these issues:  

The beginning of human life, including: Religious 

teachings about the origins of human life, and 

different interpretations of these. As well as the 

relationship between scientific views, such as 

evolution, and religious views. 

The concepts of sanctity of life and the quality of life. 

Abortion, including situations when the mother's life 

is at risk. 

Ethical arguments related to abortion, including those 

based on the sanctity of life and quality of life. 

Euthanasia. 

Beliefs about death and an afterlife, and their impact 

on beliefs about the value of human life. 

Students must be able to explain different beliefs on 

these issues from the main religious tradition in 

You can help support your child by discussing 

events in the nation newspapers or as 

reported by the websites below. 

 

Websites: http://goffsrs.com/key-stage-4/aqa-

unit-3-matters-of-life/ 

 

http://www.bionews.org.uk/home 

 

 

 

Both topics 3 and 4 contain subjects it would 

be useful for students to discuss with other 

family members and friends to get a broad 

cross-section of different views and help 

provoke their own independent thinking and 

consideration of these issues outside of formal 

lesson time. 

http://www.wwf.org/
http://www.rspca.org.uk/home
http://goffsrs.com/aqa-gcse-revision-2/aqa-gcse-revision-unit-2-full-course-only/topic-1-religion-and-animals/
http://goffsrs.com/aqa-gcse-revision-2/aqa-gcse-revision-unit-2-full-course-only/topic-1-religion-and-animals/
http://goffsrs.com/aqa-gcse-revision-2/aqa-gcse-revision-unit-2-full-course-only/topic-1-religion-and-animals/
http://goffsrs.com/key-stage-4/aqa-unit-3-matters-of-life/
http://goffsrs.com/key-stage-4/aqa-unit-3-matters-of-life/
http://www.bionews.org.uk/home
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Britain (Christianity) and one or more other religions. 

There will be no exams in Year 9, but students will sit a written exam in class at the end of each unit. The actual exams are at the 

end of Year 11. 
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Your guide to Year 9 Science (Combined) 

Contact details 

Name: Theresa Harris 

Email: THa@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Key content Flipped Learning for Required 

Practicals 

Autumn 1 Cell structure and transport, Atomic structure, 

Conservation and dissipation of energy, The 

periodic table  

Microscopy, Osmosis 

Autumn 2 Cell division, Energy transfer by heating, 

Structure and bonding, Organisation and the 

digestive system, Energy resources 

Enzymes, Food tests, Specific heat 

capacity,  

Spring 1 Organising animals and plants, Chemical 

calculations, Electric circuits 

Resistance, I-V characteristics 

Spring 2 Electricity in the home, Communicable 

diseases, Chemical changes  

  

Making salts 

Summer 1 Revision  

Summer 2 Preventing and curing disease, Electrolysis, 

Molecules and matter  

Electrolysis, Density 

 

 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

Doddle (www.doddlelearn.co.uk)  

Students have access to interactive activities, tests and quizzes.  

 

Kerboodle (www.kerboodle.com)  

Students have logins, allowing them to access the course textbook and linked resources/revision 

materials. Resources include: videos/animations, interactive activities, example assessment materials, 

required practical worksheets, and ‘Bump up your grade’ materials. 

 

BBC Bitesize 

Students have access to key information on each topic, video clips and tests. 

Combined Science - https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z8r997h  

 

YouTube 

mailto:THa@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
http://www.kerboodle.com/
https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z8r997h
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MyGCSE Science, Free Science Lessons and FuseSchool YouTube channels provide a wealth of video 

clips. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience/videos  

https://www.youtube.com/user/virtualschooluk/videos  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw/videos  

 

AQA 

Assessment resources (exam papers and mark schemes) can be found on the AQA website for Triple 

Science. 

Combined Science - http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-

8464/assessment-resources  

 

Specifications can also be found on the AQA website. These provide information on the subject 

content that is assessed. 

Combined Science – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-

8464/specification-at-a-glance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/virtualschooluk/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw/videos
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/specification-at-a-glance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/specification-at-a-glance
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Your guide to Year 9 Science (Triple) 

Contact details 

Name: Theresa Harris 

Email: THa@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Key content Flipped Learning for Required 

Practicals 

Autumn 1 Cell structure and transport, Atomic structure, 

Conservation and dissipation of energy, The 

periodic table  

Microscopy, Osmosis 

Autumn 2 Cell division, Energy transfer by heating, 

Structure and bonding, Organisation and the 

digestive system, Energy resources 

Enzymes, Food tests, Specific 

heat capacity, Thermal 

insulation, 

Spring 1 Organising animals and plants, Chemical 

calculations, Electric circuits 

Resistance, I-V characteristics 

Spring 2 Electricity in the home, Communicable 

diseases, Chemical changes  

  

Making salts, Neutralisation, 

Microbiology 

Summer 1 Revision  

Summer 2 Preventing and curing disease, Electrolysis, 

Molecules and matter  

Electrolysis, Density 

 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

Doddle (www.doddlelearn.co.uk)  

Students have access to interactive activities, tests and quizzes.  

 

Kerboodle (www.kerboodle.com)  

Students have logins, allowing them to access the course textbook and linked resources/revision 

materials. Resources include: videos/animations, interactive activities, example assessment materials, 

required practical worksheets, and ‘Bump up your grade’ materials. 

 

BBC Bitesize 

Students have access to key information on each topic, video clips and tests. 

Biology – https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zpgcbk7  

Chemistry – https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z8xtmnb  

Physics – https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zsc9rdm  

 

mailto:THa@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/
http://www.kerboodle.com/
https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zpgcbk7
https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z8xtmnb
https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zsc9rdm
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YouTube 

MyGCSE Science, Free Science Lessons and FuseSchool YouTube channels provide a wealth of video 

clips. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience/videos  

https://www.youtube.com/user/virtualschooluk/videos  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw/videos  

 

AQA 

Assessment resources (exam papers and mark schemes) can be found on the AQA website for Triple 

Science. 

Biology – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources   

Chemistry – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources   

Physics – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources  

 

Specifications can also be found on the AQA website. These provide information on the subject 

content that is assessed. 

Biology – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/specification-at-a-glance   

Chemistry – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification-at-a-glance  

Physics – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/specification-at-a-glance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/virtualschooluk/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw/videos
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/specification-at-a-glance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification-at-a-glance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/specification-at-a-glance
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Your guide to Year 9 Spanish 

Contact details 

Name: Natasha Andreou 

Email: NAn@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Term Key content Flipped Learning topics 

Autumn 1 Free-time activities  Vocabulary: Hobbies, sport, eating out 

Grammar: Regular and irregular present tense verbs, future tense . 

To practise vocabulary and grammar use: 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Vocabualry - Caminos Book 2 – Unit 2, Caminos Book 3 – Unit 10 

Grammar – Present tense 

Autumn 2 Customs & Festivals Vocabulary: Spanish life, routines, festivals 

Grammar: Regular preterite tense, recognising the imperfect tense. 

To practise vocabulary and grammar use: 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Vocabualry units – Las Fiestas 

Grammar – The Preterite, The Imperfect 

Spring 1 Home and Town Vocabulary: Describing your home and area 

Grammar: Prepositions and quantifiers 

To practise vocabulary and grammar use: 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Vocabulary - Caminos Book 1 – Units 6,7,8, Caminos Book 3 – Unit 14 

Spring 2 Travel and Tourism Vocabulary: Holiday destinations, weather 

Grammar: Answering questions, expressions of sequence 

To practise vocabulary and grammar use: 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 

mailto:NAn@goffs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
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Vocabulary unit – El Tiempo – The Weather, Caminos Book 2 – Unit 8, 

Caminos Book 3 – Unit 9 

Summer 1 My studies Vocabulary : School subjects, rules and uniform 

Grammar: Comparatives, imperatives , intensifiers 

To practise vocabulary and grammar use: 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Vocabulary – Caminos Book 1 – Unit 5, Unit 13, Caminos Book 3 – Unit 5 

Summer 2 Revision & Exams Vocabulary: Revision of all topics, exam skills 

Grammar: Revision of all grammar 

To practise vocabulary and grammar use: 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Grammar – Examination Rubrics and Instructions, The Preterite Tense, The 

Present Tense, The Future Tense 

 

Suggested reading & useful online resources to support independent and home learning: 

 

AQA specification:  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/specification-at-a-glance 

Interactive websites: 

www.vocabexpress.co.uk (students each have a personal log-in) 

www.linguacsope.co.uk  (username: goffs  password: mfl1) Click on Intermediate 

www.funwithlanguages.vacau.com 

www.atantot.com 

www.languagesonline.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/specification-at-a-glance
http://www.vocabexpress.co.uk/
http://www.linguacsope.co.uk/
http://www.funwithlanguages.vacau.com/
http://www.atantot.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
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Your guide to Year 9 Textiles 

Contact details 

Name: Laura-Jane Abazi 

Email: LCl@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Overview of what your child will be learning: 

Topic title and unit What students will be learning How you can specifically help your child 

 

Personalised planner cover Students will be using computerised 

sewing machines and a variety of 

decorative techniques to create their own 

planner cover 

If you have a sewing machine at home it 

would be ideal if they are able to thread it up. 

Students could be encouraged to spend 

lunchtimes or afterschool practicing this vital 

skill. 

Skills project Students will learn a huge variety of 

technical and decorative skills. They will 

be expected to present these and write up 

the methods into a sketchbook provided 

by the department. 

Students will be given flipped learning tasks 

which may include watching tutorials on 

YouTube. 

Students are welcome to attend catch up 

sessions after school but should be prepared 

to work predominately independently.  

Corset project Students will be research, plan, design and 

create their own corset using both 

technical and decorative skills learnt in 

previous units. This work will be assessed 

to determine the progress made by the 

student.  

Students may need access to a PC to research 

their chosen theme. 

If they need some more inspiration, the 

Victoria & Albert museum in London has an 

excellent Fashion collection. 

Begin mock NEA Students will begin a mock NEA using year 

11 live briefs. It is imperative that 

students listen and reflect on information 

given as no teacher help is legally allowed 

in year 11.  

Students need an A3 flip wallet to present 

their work. 

They may wish to use a variety of resources 

such as watercolour pencils, decorative 

papers etc. 

 

GCSE course outline 

Year 9- 4 projects (as outlined above) 

Year 10- Mock NEA with 1 lesson a fortnight covering core content  

Year 11- Live NEA (worth 50%) and Exam practice (worth 50%) 

mailto:LCl@goffs.herts.sch.uk

