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22nd May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 
I am writing to you on the final day of a half-term which has been completely unique. To students, I would 
like to say well done. It is not easy to stick at your learning when you are not in school, but I know that you 
are working hard to do just that. Again, I emphasise that you are not on your own. Your subject teachers 
are here to support you, and I know many of you have been in regular contact by email. Learning Managers 
will also have been in contact with many of you this week, and will continue that after half-term. 
 
For parents, you will I am sure have seen the flurry of news stories regarding when schools may re-open. 
We await further guidance around the practicalities of this before talking to you about the proposals. I can 
assure you that when we are in a position to begin to bring students back into school that will be done with 
a very detailed set of arrangements in place, and in full communication with you all. 
 
Half-Term 
 
As next week is half-term, students are not expected to continue with their usual programme of Remote 
Learning. Students and staff alike need a mental break. Staff will not be available for email queries as they 
are during term time. I have my fingers crossed that the sunshine will continue; we all need time to relax 
and refresh, and time being active in the outdoors is one of the best ways to do that. 
 
We have provided a suite of optional half-term activities, available on the usual webpage 
(https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1615/remote-learning-for-all-year-groups). I emphasise that these are not 
compulsory, but may prove useful and interesting for students. 
 
As part of that, there are two exciting opportunities for students to get involved with over the coming days. 
The first is the Sky video-making competition; the link to Mr Compton’s excellent video explaining the 
format of the competition has been posted on Doddle for all students. 
 
Secondly, for students who are missing the House competitions in school, is the ‘Goffs Bank Holiday 
Challenge’. This is a way to encourage all members of our community to get outside and get active over the 
weekend. All miles completed (this could be walking, running or cycling) count towards your House’s grand 
total - full details are attached.  
 
Remote Learning 
 
Remote Learning tasks will continue to be uploaded to Doddle from 1st June, with a summary on the 
website (https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1615/remote-learning-for-all-year-groups). 
 
For Year 11 and 13, that will focus preparing for transition to students’ planned destinations for September. 
For Year 10 and Year 12 students, this will include a programme of formal online lessons, as per my 
previous letters.  
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Staff Video 

Finally, thank you for all the lovely messages from parents and students which followed the staff video. As many 

have commented, this is I hope a reminder that we are still here as a community. If you haven’t seen it yet, the 

link is below. 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1741/a-quick-message-from-us 

Take care, and I look forward to being in touch after the half-term break. 

Yours faithfully 
 

  
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
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