
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from the Principal 
 

Dear Students, Staff, and Parents/Carers, 
 

I am delighted to be writing to you in the very first edition of our school newspaper, The Academy. The production of this edition has been driven entirely by our 
Student Leaders, who have done a superb job – we have a few budding journalists in the making. It is a true celebration of everything that has taken place in 
school over the term.  
One term can be a long time in the life of a school community. Year 7 students who took their first, perhaps tentative, steps into Goffs back in September are 
now demonstrating confidence as they go about their learning. Many Year 12 students who joined Goffs for the first time this year, will now feel like ‘part of the 
furniture’.  
The recent showcases, featuring performances from Drama, Dance and Music, were a superb example of what makes our school community so special. 
Congratulations to all who took part; the standard of performances throughout was superb, and indicative of the commitment of the students involved. 
I would like to thank every member of staff across the school for their tremendous efforts this term. It is a genuine pleasure to work with a group of incredibly 
committed, enthusiastic, and hardworking colleagues – and who manage all that with a smile! When it arrives, I hope all students, parents, and colleagues have 
a restful and relaxing break over the Christmas period.  
 

 
Mark Ellis, Principal 

 
 

The 

Academy News 
December 2021 Edition: 001 

 
Performing Arts Showcase! 

As it is coming up to Christmas, it’s 
time to find out what the Dance and 
Drama departments have been up to. 
 

The Drama department have been 
busy preparing for the Christmas 
showcase. The students have been 
working really hard preparing and 
learning all their lines ready for their 
performance.  
 

The showcase consists of 4 musicals, 
these are: Grease, Matilda, Hairspray 
and Chicago. This year (due to Covid) 
the fabulous showcase is only being 
performed to the Year 7 and 8s and 
not to the public. We will be hoping 
to get back to normal, performing for 
you all very soon. 
 

The Dance department have a total 
of 3 shows per year, that they 
prepare for all year round. 

 
The dancers have been rehearsing for many hours to perfect their dance moves 
and give a great show.  These dances consist of dance groups from: dance club, 
MPC dance, BTEC dance, GSCE dance and A-level dance.  
There are multiple styles involved in the shows and they are great fun to take 
part in or even just to watch.  
 

By D. Fartade (see back page for more photos) 

 
 

And Action…..! 
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ENGLISH UPDATE 
 

Now it is ‘all hands-on deck’ for the Year 11 mocks and the English department is very excited. We also have heard news about 
an expert American literature came in and gave an exciting speech! Don’t forget about the Year 11 poetry trip happening trip, 
where they get to watch poetry live! The trip is booked for January. 

 

Psychology:  Mind over 
matter! 
 
This term Psychology was at the heart of 
everything we did as the ongoing pandemic 
meant that mental health issues stayed at the 
forefront of the news.  In our lessons we learnt 
about Psychoanalysis and Freud in Year 9, we 
studied memory and how we process 
information in Year 10. 

 

 

HEALTHY MIND – HAPPY LIFE 
 

You must be thinking by now how could Goffs get any better? Well, here’s how. Goffs 
has an amazing line up of supportive teachers that are there to help you with any 
problem you may face. This can include concerns about someone being bullied, to 
being stressed out with work. If you are struggling, the school can invite you to a club at 
lunchtimes where you can play games and socialise. You can also stay after school for 
an hour to do homework and the school also provides access to printers for all 
students. They also set students challenges about mental health and wellbeing. If you 
complete the task, you will get a reward. The school organises assemblies to address 
the issue of mental health and wellbeing problems.   

We learnt about language, thought and 
communication in Year 11, and in the 
Sixth Form delved deeper into Gender, 
all the approaches in Psychology, and 
Issues and debates surrounding our key 
topics. 

 
We have our Psychology club on 
Wednesdays - if you need to find a warm 
and welcoming corner please join us on 
a Wednesday in F07:  week 1 KS3 
lunchtime and week 2 KS4 lunchtime.  
 
We will be watching documentaries on 
interesting key studies like Zimbardo and 
his prison experiment and three 
identical strangers, a real life social 
psychology experiment conducted on 
three identical triplets in the USA. 

 

‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’  
- Charles Dickens 
 
The one book that really gets 
me into the Christmas spirit is 'A 
Christmas Carol' by Charles 
Dickens. I read it when I was 10 
and have read it over and over 
again since! At this time of year, 
we teach it to Year 10 &11, and 
we all love it! Dickens truly has a 
way with words. 
 
One of my favourite lines is, 
”The flickering of the blaze 
showed preparations for a cosy 
dinner... before the fire, and 
deep red curtains, ready to be 
drawn to shut out cold and 
darkness” 

 

Top Read No1 

 

 

 
It makes me appreciate my 
family and my home life, as 
well as the food we share, 
 
“Here he produced a decanter 
of curiously light wine, and a 
block of curiously heavy cake,” 
 
It makes me want to eat 
Christmassy food and 
celebrate the simplicity of it 
all. I recommend this book at 
5 out of 5! 

 

★★★★★ - 
L. Collins 

 

- Kes Gray & Claire Powell 
 
The book that gets me into the 
Christmas spirit is ‘The Night 
Before the Night Before 
Christmas’.  
 
It is a book that I have read with 
my son as it is about December 
23rd which is his birthday! 
 
Although it is a children's book it 
is really fun to read because of 
the rhyme throughout the book 
and the  illustrations.  

Top Read No2 
 

‘THE NIGHT BEFORE THE NIGHT 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS’  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

I very much recommend with 
a full star rating. It is written 
by Kes Gray and Claire Powell.  

 

★★★★★ -
G.Hawkridge 

 
 

 

Our virtual experience this term to 
follow up from our virtual tour of the 
Freud museum was a virtual visit to the 
Museum of Happiness.    
 
As Covid restrictions tighten once again, 
we are lucky to have so many more 
opportunities to visit virtual museums 
for educational experiences.   
 
https://www.museumofhappiness.org/ 
 
If you would like to broaden your mind 
and explore Psychology even more, 
please visit the following link:  
 
https://tetw.org/Psychology  
 
where you will find 50 interesting 
articles on Psychology. Enjoy!  
 

 

 

https://tetw.org/Psychology
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TEXTILES ON TOUR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On November 24th students taking 
textiles in Year 11, 12 and 13 had the 
opportunity to go to the Tate Modern 
and the Fashion and Textiles Museum. I 
must say it was one of the best trips I’ve 
been on and definitely worth the day out 
of school! It was so great to finally have 
some normality back after the tough past 
couple of years. 
 
We started off our trip exploring the 
wonderful Tate Modern, where we saw 
our fair share of amazing art pieces, and 
some, to put it bluntly, for acquired 
tastes. The Tate looks like a 1960s, 
concrete carpark from the outside  -
however looks can be deceiving, because 
inside, it had the most spectacular giant, 
floating, jellyfish drones to greet us with. 
The building has incredibly high ceilings 
which allows the jellyfish plenty of room 
to swim and to be seen from various 
parts of the building.  
 
After marvelling in the incredible sight 
and being sorted into groups, we 
eventually made our way up the 
escalators to look at some of the 
incredible exhibits. We only really had 
time to look at one, but we did manage to 
learn a lot about the odd ways artists 
convey meanings and stories through art. 
One of the first art pieces we stumbled 
upon was Ambiguous Structure No. 92 by 
Jean-Pierre Yvaral.  

 

It is an optical illusion art piece that uses 
geometric shapes and opposite colour 
theories to make the piece look 3D. It was 
so interesting to see that this was one of 
the ways that progressed psychological 
understanding of how humans perceive 
3D shapes.  
 
The Fashion and Textiles Museum had a 
colourful exterior supporting the colours, 
bright orange, and bright pink. The 
reason why we visited on that day, 
specifically, was to catch the 1960s 
fashion exhibit titled Beautiful People: 
The Boutique in 1960s Counterculture. 
 
 There were plenty of posters and signage 
displaying this exhibit on those brightly 
painted walls. We went inside and it was 
just as colourful as the exterior but 
sported a blue colour scheme. The 
entrance to the exhibit had an arch 
window with a colourful and sleek marble 
painting inside of it. Underneath, read the 
exhibit’s name in a white 60s font. 

 

The exhibit had vastly, different ranges of 
garments throughout the 60s that were 
mostly extravagant, bright, and colourful. 
They show the drastic revolution of 
fashion during this decade; some of 
which is a legacy to past, crucial, and 
fashionable eras such as baroque or 
romantic.  
 
Others, reference different cultural ideas 
such as the Middle East or East Asia. The 
movement of gender rights was also a 
huge part of the 60s. This decade saw 
more women working, which 
revolutionised stereotypes in women 
today. Most of the fashion seen is 
decorated in clashing patterns expressing 
the angst and freedom teenagers and 
young adults felt during this time. The 
showcase mostly features garments worn 
by era-defining icons such as the Beatles, 
the Rolling Stones and Jimi Hendrix, to 
name a few, who changed fashion and 
pop culture forever.  
 
By E. Brown 

 
 
 

XMAS PUZZLE No2 

 

Mr Vyras’s favourite Xmas cracker jokes –     
 
What did the farmer get for Christmas? ...........A cowculator! 

XMAS PUZZLE No1 
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SIXTH FORM NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

On 30th September, Year 13 
students attended a Curriculum 
Enrichment day in partnership with 
our external partner, The Talent 
Foundry. Students were given the 
opportunity to engage with career 
professionals and current 
apprentices and gained 
understanding of various job roles 
and the essential skills and 
knowledge will need to demonstrate 
during their job applications.  
 
National and global businesses that 
participated in the event included, 
KPMG, Barclays, Dell Technologies, 

LinkedIn and the Co-Op. In addition,  

Year 13 students attended two 
workshops included in their Journey 
of Life programme - Salaries and 
Deductions and Considering your 
Living Arrangements.  
 
These workshops are intended to 
help support students in their next 
steps when living independently at 
university or in the workplace and 
more will be delivered during the 
next two terms. 
 

This term Mrs Gambles has also 
delivered three workshops for Year 13 
students to attend, Personal 
Statement Writing, where students 
were shown how to write the 
important information required by 
university admissions tutors, Study 
Planning & Revision, and an 
Introduction to Apprenticeships.  
  
Students who attended the Study 
Planning sessions learned how to 
carry out a weekly review of their 
subject content before working on 
their study planner.  Feedback from 
those who attended the 
apprenticeship sessions, stated that 
they now thoroughly understand the 
levels of entry, application process 
and requirements and have now 
signed up to the government website 
for job alerts. 
  

Students who are planning to apply 
for apprenticeships that have not yet 
signed up to the government website 
can do so via the following link: 
  
 

https://www.findapprenticeship.
service.gov.uk/ 
 

Message from the Head of Sixth Form 
 
As we approach the end of the term, and indeed the end of the year, it is always a time for reflection and consideration of what has gone before. During the 
last year in school, I have witnessed the most remarkable courage, resilience, tolerance and tenacity amongst the Sixth Form students.  The return to school 
in September brought more changes to the way we work and yet again, our students rose to the occasion and took everything, largely, in their stride.  Who 
would have thought that masks, and virtual parents’ evenings would become normal. 
Year 12 students have settled in well and are embracing the challenges of adapting to Sixth Form life. Year 13 have been working hard on their university 
applications and their mock exams. 
The Top Team have been working hard behind the scenes looking for ways to raise money for our chosen charity ‘Rainbow Trust Child's Charity’. Ideas 
include a ‘Krispy Crème’ sale, charity football match and cinema night. 
Every day continues to bring something new or different, yet despite all of this, I am immensely proud of what we have achieved in the last term.   
I look forward to 2022 with optimism and know that despite everything that may be thrown at us, our Sixth Form students will continue to go from strength 
to strength. 
From the Sixth Form Team we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for 2022. 

  

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/
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My Science Project – “Building a Spacecraft Model” 
 

I chose the Virgin Galactic as the ship looked amazing and also my uncle and aunt worked for Virgin. I have flown Virgin to 
America and love the dreams that Richard Branson has. I have signed up for the Galactic email updates to keep up to speed on 
what their missions are. The development of the ship is phenomenal and is like something in the future, and something I am so 
pleased to see in my lifetime and maybe, if I save up enough money, be able to experience it. The technology that has gone into 
the development of this space craft is beyond belief. I researched the following before building my model; 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MEDIA UPDATE  

“Once the spacecraft is at 360,000 ft 
then the passengers experience the 
silence of space as rocket motor 
switches off.  As the edge of the 
atmosphere passengers see the colour 
change of the sky from cobalt blue, to 
mauve, to indigo and then to black”. 
 
“A ‘Welcome to Space’ announcement 
is made in the cabin and the 
passengers can unbuckle their 
seatbelts to fully experience zero 

gravity. The passengers experience 

weightlessness for about five minutes. 
The view of the blue Earth curving into 
black space and the narrow band of 
Earth’s blue atmosphere is seen 
through the spacecraft window”. 

 

“Shortly before the spaceship reaches 
its maximum altitude (apogee) at about 
360,000ft, the wings are feathered or 
folded in preparation for re-entry into 
the Earth’s atmosphere”. 
 
“The pilots ask the passengers to return 
to the seats and the sensation of 
weightlessness diminishes as gravity 
starts to return and the spaceship is 
drawn by gravitational pull. The 
spacecraft decelerates producing strong 
g-forces. The passengers experience the 
high g-force, up to 7g, in a lying 
position”. 

 

“The feathered wings of the 
spacecraft produce a powerful drag 
against the increasing thickness of the 
atmosphere. At 60,000ft, the pilot 
announces that the spacecraft is 
being re-feathered and the wings are 
reconfigured to their original 
position”.  
 
“The g-forces diminish quickly as the 
spacecraft commences its homeward 
unpowered glide back to the 
spaceport. The total flight time from 
take-off to landing is about two and a 
half hours”. 

 
(Research taken from Google) 
By  T. Woodman 

 
KS3 
Our beginner media students have 
been busy this term advancing their 
skills with new media terminology and 
technology. They are currently working 
on exciting film trailers and for this 
they have had to independently 
research and plan for their own film 
trailer ideas.  
 
They were then assigned into groups 
to put their pre-production plans into 
production. Their final task will be to 
practice their post-production skills 
and edit their trailers using Adobe 
Premiere editing software. We cannot 
wait to see the results!  
 
KS4 
Our junior media students are 
introduced to a variety of media 
sectors from interactive media, print 
based media and moving image. They 
have been working hard in learning key 
media terminology and new concepts 
they have been analysing a wide 
variety of new and old media products.  

 

 
Our Year 10 students are currently 
developing their knowledge and skills 
on genre narrative and representations 
within a wide variety of films and TV 
programmes. This will be great 
preparation for their next project of 
creating their own film posters using 
Adobe Photoshop.  
 
Sixth Form  
Our senior media specialists are 
working hard this year to complete 
their NEA coursework this is vital for 
them to achieve 30% of their final A 
level grade. They have produced some 
professional magazine covers and 
articles using Adobe Photoshop and 
Adobe InDesign. Just look at some of 
the work.  
 
See examples on the right, how 
spectacular do they look! These are 
near professional standards:  
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MATHS – INSIDE THE 12 DAYS OF XMAS 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Day Gifts received on the day Running total at end of each day 

1 1 1 
2 1+2=3 1+3=4 
3 1+2+3=6 1+3+6=10 
4 1+2+3+4=10 1+3+6+10=20 
5 1+2+3+4+5=15 1+3+6+10+15=35 
6 1+2+3+4+5+6=21 1+3+6+10+15+21=56 
7 1+2+3+4+5+6+7=28 1+3+6+10+15+21+28=84 
8 1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8=36 1+3+6+10+15+21+28+36=120 
9 1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9=45 1+3+6+10+15+21+28+36+45=165 

10 1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9+10=55 1+3+6+10+15+21+28+36+45+55=220 
11 1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9+10+11=66 1+3+6+10+15+21+28+36+45+55+66=286 
12 1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9+10+11+12=78 1+3+6+10+15+21+28+36+45+55+66+78=364 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Vyras’s favourite Xmas cracker jokes –     
 
What do you call Santa when he takes a break?............    

  
 Santa Pause 

Q & A with……. Miss Diamond 
 

Q: What inspired you to go into teaching and was it always your dream job? 
A: My job has always been to help people but I did want to be a doctor or a vet but then I realised I was afraid of needles. 
 

Q: When you were a child was their anyone who inspired you and shaped you into the person you are today? 
A: My family defiantly inspired me, but my teachers were defiantly the ones who got me into teaching  
 

Q: As you know Christmas is around the corner but what do you want?  
A: To meet my family and for other people to meet theirs.                         
 

Q: What was your favourite present of all time? 
A: My ultimate present was my dog, Lilly.     By A. Marston & F.  Hollings-Yates  
 
 

 

There were a lot of gifts given in the 
song ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’, 
and the gifts form a surprising 
Mathematical pattern. 
 
Let’s look at how many presents were 
given on each day... 
 

 

 
 

There is also a well-known formula for 
adding up the first n natural numbers 
which is: 
 

1 + 2 + 3 + … + n =  

 

If we imagine that the singer had 
continued singing for 20 days they 
would have received: 
½ x 20 x 21 = 210 gifts on the 20th day! 
 

Running total of gifts 
 

Let us now look at the running total of 
gifts at the end of day . 
 

The running total will be equal to 
T_1+T_2+T_3+⋯T_n where T_n stands 
for the nth triangular number. 

We are basically adding up the first n 
triangular numbers. If you add up the 
first n triangular numbers you end up 
with what is called the nth tetrahedral 
number. 
 

Luckily we have a formula for the nth 
tetrahedral number which is 
(n(n+1)(n+2))/6 
Let’s check it works for our running 
total on day 12: 12x13x14/6=364 
 

Now imagine if the singer had 
continued receiving gifts from their 
true love for 20 days. The singer will 

have: 20x21x22/6=1540 gifts! No 
wonder the true love stopped after 12 
days! 

Total Gifts 

The first nice fact is that the singer 
receives 364 gifts in total – one for 
every day of the year apart from 
Christmas day! 
There are also some other nice hidden 
mathematical patterns. 

Gifts received each day 

Let us look at what happens on day n. 
On this day the singer receives 
1+2+3+…+n gifts. 
 

This is also the definition of the nth 
triangular number. On day 7 for 
example the singer receives 28 gifts 
which is the 7th triangular number. 
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Combined Cadet Force (CCF) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Christmas is a celebration, specifically a Christian holiday, yet there are many different celebrations that occur across the world at the time of Christmas. 
Christmas time is different and special to everyone, but globally we all share one common theme, togetherness.  
Christmas is a holiday to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the son of God. The name is a joining of “Christ” and “mass” which means the holy celebration of 
Christ. But where did it come from? 
 
One view suggests that December 25th became the date of Jesus’ birth by a prior reasoning that identified the date of the creation of the world and the fourth 
day of creation, when the light was created, as the day of Jesus’ conception March 25th. December 25th, nine months later, then became the date of Jesus’ 
birth. For a long time, the celebration of Jesus’ birth was observed in conjunction with his baptism, celebrated January 6th. 
The early Christian community distinguished between the specific date of Jesus’ birth and the public celebration of that event. The actual observance of the day 
of Jesus’ birth was long in coming. 
 
In particular, during the first two centuries of Christianity there was strong opposition to recognising birthdays of martyrs or, for that matter, of Jesus. 
Numerous Church Fathers offered critical observations about the pagan custom of celebrating birthdays whilst maintaining the contrary position that saints and 
martyrs should be honoured on the days of their true “birthdays,” from the church’s perspective. 
But, of course, this isn’t the only belief that is celebrated at the time of Christmas, and certainly not the only belief we should celebrate. Hundreds of 
celebrations spread across the world during this time period. 
 
Diwali, the five-day festival of lights, took place recently, which is widely celebrated by people from many religions such as Hinduism, Judaism and Sikhism. 
Though it is similar to Christmas due to its work in gifting, fancy lights, and high spirits, it also has its own differences. At Goffs Academy, we want to 
acknowledge and celebrate these differences as well as educate younger people on the topic. It all revolves around diversity. 
 
Imagine a group, with differences from race to religion, to background, as diverse as you can think, left to interact. What do you think would be some of the 
downsides to this? You could say there might be negative interactions, with a lack of trust, communication or understanding. 
Now let's take the same group and put them in even better company, let's put them in Goffs academy, where everyone has the freedom to share common goals, 
ideas, achievements, and dreams with expert supervision. What happens now? 
 
This diversity leads to us. Though the journey may seem difficult, the destination is crucial. A gift of giving, a symbol of loving, Christmas is a time of community. 
Though you may see the time of Christmas as an opportunity to give and receive presents, and of the sort, the true value of celebrations such as Christmas is to 
get together and do the things you like with the people you love. 
As quoted from Mother Theresa, "It's not how much we give but how much love we put into giving." 
We wish you all very happy holidays! 
 
By D. Williams E.Edgecombe  

Our cadets have spent the Autumn term 
gaining a whole host of new skills including 
camouflage methods, setting up a basha 
and communication methods.  
 
All these skills will help prepare them for a 
variety of exciting activities to come in the 
new year. The senior cadets have had their 
opportunity to instruct the newer cadets as 
they seek to earn promotions.   
 
Guiding our new cadets is not just the role 
of the supervising staff (2nd Lt Gill and 2nd 
Lt Crichton), but also that of the senior 
cadets.  
 
Our cadets have been demonstrating how 
our ethos of cooperation and excellence 
has made us a CCF contingent that enjoys 
the discipline and high skill level that it 
takes to be at our best. 

 

 

 
Staff promotions 
 

Of course the students have been moving 
forward with their cadet training but in 
addition, our staff this year have been 
improving their qualifications, with 2nd Lt 
Crichton completing her Officer preliminary 
course (OPC) and basic training, passing 
both on a week of training in half term.  
 

2nd Lt Gill has been delivering sessions for 
the CCF solo, a great privilege and a 
testament to the amount of hard work that 
has gone into his training.  

 

 

The 104th Foundation Dinner at St 
Edmund’s College 
 
Our cadets have of course been supported 
by our contingent staff at St Edmund’s 
College, and our seniors and staff were 
treated to a most excellent dinner in 
honour of the work done in the contingent.  
 
This was new territory for many of us and 
waiting for the top table to be seated, no 
rising from the table during dinner for any 
reason and not being able to take a bite of 
the sumptuous food until the top table 
began eating, led to a most entertaining of 
evenings. The food was delicious and the 
mix of staff and senior cadets led to some 
very engaging conversation.  
 
Attendance by Goffs Principal Mr Ellis, and 
Assistant Principal Mr Holding, meant that 
the cadets had all the more reason to 
shine. A good time was had by all! 

 

 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/conception
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For Human Rights Day, we have been leading assemblies talking 
about black people’s relationship with human rights. Throughout 
history, there have been several occasions where black people’s 
human rights were violated, like during the slave trade which 
Britain played a prominent role in. Black people are also often 
portrayed through negative stereotypes in the media and are 
indirectly dehumanised. 
 

This has led to two main forms of racism in society: overt and 
covert racism. Overt racism is blatant and obvious, evident in the 
inhumane murder of George Floyd, whereas covert racism is more 
subtle and can even be unintentional. 
 

Covert racism is usually expressed in the form of microaggressions, 
which are seemingly harmless phrases that can actually be very 
offensive and racist. Some examples of microaggressions are 
asking to touch a black person’s hair or asking if it is real, using the 
phrase “all lives matter”, and giving insults wrapped up in 
compliments, such as “you’re pretty for a black girl”. 
 

We can all be actively antiracist by being open to education and 
asking questions respectfully, as well as being willing to accept and 
apologise if we have said a microaggression or been covertly 
racist. It is crucial to note that on social media, we can often feel 
pressured to repost and share things to be part of a trend, 
however you should only do so if you genuinely want to. 
 

We hope to have educated the school on an important topic which 
we are passionate about. 
 

By Y. Hakeem & S. Hood 

 

 Relationships and Sex Education with the School of Sexuality Education – Student Perspective  
 
The School of Sexuality Education presented everything very well. Starting off with introducing themselves with 
their name and pronouns, and not only focusing on heterosexual relationships. It was awesome how they included 
all types of relationships to make everyone feel valid and comfortable with who they are. Another plus is how they 
made sure nobody was embarrassed by starting off with the great introduction, all the information was delivered 
perfectly and included everything to make sure everyone was comfortable. Also, the alphabet game was great too, 
it put everyone in the right mood and comfortable to answer questions - IF they wanted to, of course. 
 
The presenter was very nice, and the assembly overall was very entertaining and educated everyone with the right 
information on sexual education. By Z. Kolton 
 
I had quite a reaction to the School of Sexuality Education. Not only did cry with laughter at a point, but I also felt 
quite comfortable listening to the two women from the School of Sexuality Education. The session was about 
consent and any questions relating to anything around sex & consent. I think they delivered their point about 
consent and when it is appropriate and not, to touch another person. They were also very helpful with some of the 
question I and others asked. By D. Hemmett 
 
The session was delivered in a unique way, and it was about how we should be aware of peoples’ personal space 
and how it should be respected – they should feel comfortable with how you touch them. 
 
My opinion of the session was that it was not something I was used to, but also fun and educating – the staff 
explained the session in different steps, which helped to take our understanding further. When they had mentioned 
what their pronouns were at the beginning of the session, I felt as if we should be more conscious about this when 
referring to people. 
 
In future, I will consider these valid points and think greater about people and their feelings. By A. Patel 
 

GEOGRAPHY UPDATE 
 
This term some of our Y8 Geography Students took on the role of 
world leaders and environmental protesters to formally debate the 
issue of deforestation. S18 was transformed into a courtroom and 
students took the role of judges, speakers, and MPs to debate whether 
Ecuador and Brazil should cut down their rainforests.  
 
Passionate speakers stepped forward to highlight the issues they had 
researched at home and looked at the financial benefits, social costs, 
the role hydroelectric power could play and whether the benefits of 
development outweighed a loss of species.  
 
Special congratulations go to the politicians whose excellent research 
allowed them to convince the judges that deforestation was an 
unfortunate outcome of necessary economic development.  
 

Well done to the following students who played a key role in 
the debate; Emily Li, Nathan Gillard, Dzifa Anncou, Annabel 
Folarin, Gabriel Ahmed, Efe Er, Alice North, Finlay Folliard, 
Samuel Evans and Emily Palmer. You all did exceptionally 
well.  
 
Do you agree? Should we be cutting down our rainforests or saving 
them to protect our futures? Let your Geography teacher know what 

you think 🙂 
 

KS5 Geography – Year 12 Coastal Landscapes 
 
Year 12 Geography students held their own COP26 
Conference debating the causes and impacts of climate 
change.  Four countries at risk of sea level rise were 
represented; Maldives, Vietnam, UK and Netherlands and 
students bid to win funding for protection against the rising 
sea levels for their country.  Students explained how their 
country could be protected against rising sea levels with a 
thoroughly researched presentation, and the class held an 
intensely debated question and answer session.  
 
Congratulations to Katy Lee, Jack Cox, Jason Baafour-Kyei and 
Mollie Smith for winning the class vote, representing 
Vietnam. 
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Diwali: Preparing and Delivering an 
Assembly 
 
We think that the experience of delivering an 
assembly was exciting but at the same time 
nerve-wracking. We started in September and 
began planning it. We had looked up some 
information and had gone to see family for 
opinions by then. The bulk of the slides and 
some of the talk sheet consisted of why, when, 
what and who was integrated into stories and 
other traditions of Diwali. 
 
Planning took around a month and after putting 
it together, we began rehearsing. Priyanka then 
joined at this stage, as we were doing it 
separately before. She then added some of the 
edits and added in her religious views on the 
matter. This brought our whole presentation to 
life. We had help from family and friends, who 
all gave opinions and helped us grow the 
presentation to better heights. Overall, planning, 
fact-finding and performing was the best 
experience of secondary school we could have 
all wished for. 

 

 

Ashvin King 
 
As a Hindu, I found sharing my religious beliefs 
quite interesting. The entire process of adding in 
slides, dictating the talk-sheet, and presenting 
the assembly a year at a time is very surreal. I’m 
extremely glad I was able to participate in an 
event like this and it means a lot to share my 
opinions on a very close festival.  
 
It did raise some difficulties for me when 
Priyanka came and did it with us, as she is a Year 
9, and it was hard to find timings where we 
could all work on the assembly together. I am 
very glad that she did end up joining, as then we 
had 2 religious perspectives to write about, 
Hindu and Sikh.  
 
For me, this experience has heightened me in my 
presenting skills, clarity and planning 
management when showing to a crowd. I am 
much more confident now and hope to do 
similar things in the future. 

 

 

Priyanka Gahir 
 
As a Sikh, I found performing and creating a 
religious assembly very close to heart. I enjoyed 
sharing my spiritual opinions even though it was 
quite nerve-wracking at times. Creating the 
assembly was difficult at times. As I joined only 
halfway through the process, it was hard to add 
my opinions onto an already scripted piece.  
 
However, I did manage to find ways to integrate 
my knowledge and experiences into another 
religious perspective. Overall, it was an 
enjoyable experience in creating and performing 
a Diwali Assembly. 
 
Ellie Buckley  
 
As an Atheist I found it quite interesting to be 
reading in a religious assembly and I did manage 
to find ways to contribute. I created the slide: 
Diwali compared to Christmas, some of the 
script, as well as some general edits. Also, I had 
read out the story of Rama and Sita.  
 
I found it extraordinary to learn about this and 
Diwali in general as I have now expanded my 
understanding of it. I now have the ability to talk 
about this and can talk about Diwali confidently 
in crowds. 
 

 
 

LRC UPDATE  
 
Our Reading Club, ‘Hooked on Books’, has been meeting every 
Wednesday lunch time in the LRC. We’ve had discussions on books as 
varied as Frankenstein, Infinity Reaper and A Series of Unfortunate 
Events. We’ve also talked about the differences and similarities between 
Roald Dahl and David Walliams, and by unanimous decision, Roald Dahl 
was considered the more enjoyable of the two authors to read. If you 
think differently and you’d like to try and change our minds, or if you 
have a book you’d love to introduce to the group, please come along.  
I’d like to say thank you to Holly for the book recommendation from 
Hooked on Books – I’m enjoying Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo, 
but think I might need tissues for the end! Here’s what Holly said about 
it (I asked her not to include spoilers): 

Private Peaceful Book Recommendation from Holly Mae Williamson 

I think that ‘Private Peaceful’ is a splendid book for everyone to read. It 
makes you feel what the character is feeling and puts you in their shoes. 
As I was reading this book I had lots of questions pop into my head, like: 
what will happen next, is the end going to be happy or sad? This book 
also gives you World War One from a person inside the action. I thought 
it was an experience just by reading it. 

 

 

 

Books to borrow from the LRC and how to choose the right 
one for you! 
 
Last time, I wrote about action adventure books and gave some examples of 
this genre that we have in the LRC. There’s a separate shelf for these 
recommended books, so keep an eye out for it in the library. 
This time I’m going to talk about one of my own favourite genres. 
Remember, you don’t have to limit yourself to one type of book, but this is 
just to give you an idea of some of the books you can borrow and it might 
even make you consider a type of book you’ve not thought about before. 
 
This genre combines storytelling with history and is known as historical 
fiction. It is when a book is set during a particular time in the past, and often 
in a real setting. The books are written after the time it is set in, although 
this could be the relatively recent past or a long time ago. Usually the time 
period and setting is integral to the story, and the author has to consider not 
only historical accuracy but also give the reader an accurate portrayal of 
society, manners, morals and values of people living in that time. Having 
said all that, it can make for some amazing backdrops and provide some of 
the best and most exciting story-telling out there! 
 

The ‘My Story’ series        
 
These books, written by different authors, are set in various time periods 
and feature key events and characters from history. They are always written 
in diary form, from the point of view of someone living during those times, 
so they provide a very human perspective.  
 
We have several books from the series in the LRC, these include: 
 

     

 

“Books are a uniquely 
portable magic” 

  
 ...Stephen King 
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Illusion Lamps by Year 8 in Product Design. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MFL UPDATE  
 
We would like first of all to start by saying what an amazing term this has been. Our students have engaged in their languages lessons with 
curiosity, enthusiasm and passion. 
  
Over the last term, students have been involved in a range of activities to develop their awareness of language and culture around the world. 
 
In the early part of this term, our students took part in celebrating European Day of languages. They were given the opportunity to 
understand, acknowledge and celebrate the diversity of languages that exist around the world. Some students lead lessons in teaching 
languages outside of our normal curriculum such as Turkish and Romanian. Whereas other students produced some excellent resources 
displaying their research and willingness to try something different: Isabelle Mace 7U used her creativity and independent skills by making a 
video of her cooking a pasta dish. This was truly incredible! 
 
To develop our students’ literacy skills our Year 9 students were provided with a reading book in French or Spanish to take home and read. It 
was fantastic to see their enthusiasm in having the opportunity to do this and their willingness to want to share what they had read about. 
 
Over the last term, not only have students developed their learning by their engagement in lessons, but also by actively being responsible for 
their independent work. Our students use Languagenut.com for French and Spanish and ThisisLanguage.com for Italian as platforms for 
extended learning to develop key vocabulary and grammar knowledge. It is outstanding to see how many students independently, actively 
complete additional tasks to deepen their knowledge further.  
 
The most amazing achievement was from Archie Perez 11U who was at the top of the league table for Languagenut for across the whole 
world. Outstanding achievement! 
 
Below are the students with the current highest achievement points: 
Languagenut.com: Semay Ustunbas 8U   Amy Martin 9Q    Lily Roberts  7Y 
 
Thisislanguage.com: Jake Page Smith 7I , Lia Commisso 7I    Archie Clark 7T 
 
We believe that language learning is at its optimum from a very young age. As a result, we run a French club for primary school children every 
Monday and Wednesday. If you are interested, please contact us for further information.  

 
 
They also soldered their own colour 
changing USB lamp kit and explored 
the material properties of thermo and 
thermo setting plastics and the plastic 
manufacturing process.  
 

 
 
 

 

This term we enjoyed a new 
project designing and making 
illusion lamps. Students used CAD 
to design and CAM to print their 
acrylic design on.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

We also gave them an introduction 
into how to use the workshop 
equipment for cutting and sanding 
wood. The results are amazing and 
the students really enjoyed it! 
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Duke of Edinburgh, Bronze & Silver award 
 

36 Year 10 students have begun their volunteering, physical and skills section of the award. Students have 
been attending the Duke of Edinburgh club since October half term to prepare for their expeditions in 
2022.  During club sessions, students have signed up to the DofE website to record their activities and 
received advice on how to pack a rucksack.  Here is a summary on the ideal way to pack a 75 litre rucksack 
for a walking expedition; packing safely whilst keeping items convenient for use.  Sixth form students 
have signed up for their Silver Duke of Edinburgh award and will be completing similar activities after the 
Christmas break.  There are some spaces available for the Silver award, if your child is interested, please 
contact Mrs E Swaile or Miss H Crichton. 
 

 

 
WHY NOT TRY OUR XMAS CROSSWORD! 
 

 

SP 
Student Parliament have been 
working hard this year on projects 
from their Strategic Development 
Plan and will continue to do so into 
2022! 
 

These include: assemblies for 
increasing awareness on COP26, 
helping The House Team with 
events for our schools chosen 
charity and creating our first school 
newspaper – we hope you like it! 
 

Next year we will continue with 
many more projects including 
attending the Robbie Lea Water 
Safety event and running 
assemblies to promote Water 
Safety. 
 

There are many more projects 
planned, come along to one of our 
meettings to find out more 
information and get involved if you 
can. 
 

We would like to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 
 

See you all in 2022! 
 

Student Parliament 
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Year 8 Rugby Game Versus Broxbourne School 
 
 

And Action…..! Front page story cont…… 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 
 

Goffs Sports News 
 

It was a great game! Everyone 
played excellently and the team 
spirit was magnificent. Even 
though it was the boys first 
game, it was like we were 
playing together for years. Some 
of the tackles were heroic and 
the rucking looked so 
professional. Overall, it was a 
great game and we all had fun. 
The try scorers were: 
 
Finnley Taylor:1   Efe Yuksel:1 
Ben Livermore (Goffs 
Churchgate):3 
Billy Ramthor:1  George Ridley:3 

 

 

 

 


