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3rd September 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
A very warm welcome to the start of the new academic year; I hope that you had a good summer. A 
particularly warm welcome to our new students and parents - following around 800 applications, we have 240 
new students joining us in Year 7 and a full cohort for Year 12, including many new students joining our Sixth 
Form from other schools in the locality, as well as further afield into Hertfordshire and Enfield. 
 
As always, the start of term brings with it lots of information to take on board, but please do take a few 
minutes to read through this letter so that you are up to date with all that is happening. 
 
2018 Exam Results 
Despite around 40 entirely new specifications being examined, bringing along with them no past papers for 
students to practice and no information whatsoever about what the grade boundaries may be, I am delighted 
to be able to let you know that we have had absolutely fantastic results in both Year 11 and the Sixth Form. 
Our students and staff have worked tirelessly and have surpassed all expectations, and secured an incredibly 
strong set of outcomes.  
 
At Key Stage 4 (Year 11), there are some absolutely outstanding individual student performances. 
Congratulations to  Yasmine Abdelmoula, Rebecca Foster, Lauren Lee, Maddie Maghie, Kai Moonesawmy, Kate 
Maria Ortega-Bohlin, Niral Shah, Max Sheridan and Nicole Welch who all beat their target grades in 10 or more 
subjects. 38 students achieved an impressive 6 or more qualifications at grade A- A*/7-9 with 13 being 
awarded ten or more. Of particular note are Keziah Chalk, Antonio Constantinou, Alexander Edgecombe, Farrin 
Haque, Marc Harvey-Hill, Nicholas Mannan and Max Sheridan who achieved twelve or more grade 7s or 
higher, with Nicholas, Marc and Max also achieving a phenomenal nine, six and six of the new top Grade 9s 
respectively. 
 
The vast majority of students will move on to our highly successful Sixth Form, gaining places alongside a large 
number of external students, to study qualifications from our broad range of more than 30 academic and 
vocational subjects. 13 students have qualified for the Goffs Scholarship Programme, which entitles students 
with the very top grades to £200 to spend on educational resources of their choice, as well as many other 
benefits. 
 
At KS5 (Year 12/13), our students performed exceptionally well. Over half of all A Level grades were at B or 
higher, and 1 in 5 grades at A Level were at A or A* - the highest proportion achieved in recent history. For 
Vocational courses, over half of the grades achieved were at Distinction or Distinction*. Around three quarters 
of the year group will progress to university or further education courses including History, Criminology, 
Accounting, Law, Mathematics, Economics, Sports Journalism, Fashion, Acting, Sociology, Architecture, Clinical 
Studies, English Literature, Geology, Geography, Chemistry and Medical Engineering, to name but a few. 
Universities being attended are wide-ranging, including Sheffield, Bath, Lancaster, Manchester, UCL, Warwick 
and Cardiff. Many students will also be joining top flight apprenticeships, such as at Ernst & Young and 
Mindshare or moving directly into planned employment into careers including the Fire Service and the Army. 
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Just a few of our many students who have performed remarkably well, include Alex Coombe, Megan Horridge, 
Tara McCormack, George Sexton and Megan Sheridan, who all achieved 3 or 4 A or A*grades at A Level.  Luca 
Franciosa achieved exceptional outcomes with 4 A* grades in Computer Science, Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics and the Extended Project Qualification. 
 
I am delighted that our students were able to achieve such excellent results, enabling the vast majority to 
move to their planned next steps. Both students and staff have worked incredibly hard to get to this point, and 
the outcomes are truly well-deserved. It has been a pleasure to watch our students grow into the upstanding 
and aspirational young adults that they now are, and I am sure that they will progress on to many future 
successes. I should also say that you have played a huge part, as parents/carers, in supporting and encouraging 
your young people through the challenges of preparing for a very tough exam period - thank you. As always, 
there will always be areas where we look to improve, and we will remain closely focused on what needs to be 
put in place this year as part of our relentless drive towards excellence. 
 
Staffing Update 
We are very pleased to welcome the following teachers to our community following various retirements, 
promotions and relocations last year:   
 
• Pips Bailey  Teacher of Business and Economics 
• Ashwin Beesooa Teacher of Maths 
• Matthew Compton Head of Media and Film 
• Antoinette Crabbe Teacher of Food Technology (Maternity cover) 
• Richard Gill  Teacher of History - one year secondment from Goffs-Churchgate 
• Mary Greenacre Teacher of Art 
• Theresa Harris  Head of Science 
• Elizabeth Swaile Teacher of Geography and joint lead Duke of Edinburgh 
• Olja Zloh  Head of Psychology 
 
In addition, in line with our being a lead training school for the University of Hertfordshire, plus the area’s hub 
for School Direct trainees, we extend a warm welcome to all of the trainee teachers starting out in our 
profession. 
 
We would also like to welcome our new support staff: Jane Gambles, Sixth Form Learning Mentor, and 
Gillyann Whadcoat-Lorraine, Cover Officer. 
 
For your information, the overall structure of our senior leadership team is: 
• Alison Garner - Executive Principal Generations Multi Academy Trust (MAT) 
• Ian Denchfield - MAT Chief Financial Officer 
• Ben Pearce - Principal Goffs Academy - day to day running of Goffs and the first point of call for all parents 

and students 
 
Vice Principals 
•  Mark Ellis - Curriculum/Safeguarding  
• Caroline Legg - Achievement/Behaviour 
 
 



 

 

Executive Principal: Alison Garner  Principal: Ben Pearce 

Goffs Academy, Goffs Lane, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN7 5QW 

: admin@goffs.herts.sch.uk  www.goffs.herts.sch.uk  : 01992 424200       @GoffsAcademy 

Assistant Principals 
• Peter Petrou - Data, Assessment, New Technologies & Key Stage 3 
• Tom Cahill - Sixth Form 
• Laura Edwards - Learning & Teaching 
 
Associate Assistant Principals 
• Cheryl Poag - Most Able 
• Kate Dawson - Vocational & Key Stage 4 Achievement 
• Mark Holding - Pastoral & Key Stage 4 Achievement 
 
Unlike in many schools, all of our staff direct email addresses are deliberately placed on the school website - 
http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1165/staff-contact-details - please do not hesitate to contact any of us if you 
have a query or concern of any kind. Please do not “sit” on any concerns at home - if you let us know, we can 
resolve them together quickly. 
 
Safeguarding 
We have exceptionally robust safeguarding procedures, as you would expect, to ensure that we keep all 
students safe. Students are regularly fully briefed on these procedures, including the fact that they should only 
communicate with staff on their school email addresses, and that no member of staff should at any time 
communicate with them on their personal email or mobile numbers. E-safety for students is a crucially 
important part of this and remains high on our agenda. We will run over the fundamentals of eSafety in each 
of the year group Parent Information evenings and hope to run additional sessions throughout the year on this 
subject matter. For further guidance about safety online please refer to: http://www.childnet.com/parents-
and-carers. 
 
Uniform and Attendance 
We ensure that the standard of our uniform is exceptional; something that is regularly commented on by 
visitors to the school. A reminder that students need to be in full school uniform at all times, with any student 
not meeting uniform working in isolation until the correct uniform is in place. For girls this includes skirts that 
must be at knee length minimum, please, with no false nails - there are very important safety reasons behind 
this. All students need to wear black leather shoes - no trainers. If any parent is having financial difficulties 
purchasing uniform, please do not hesitate to contact the Finance team for further advice and support.  
 
In addition, a reminder that as part of ensuring that students are in school on time and outside classrooms 
ready to make a prompt start to learning at 8.30am, anyone arriving to school at 8.27am onwards is deemed 
to be late and will need to serve a late detention that night. Students must also come to school fully equipped 
- it is one of our basic expectations that students have pens, pencils and a reading book on them at all times. 
Reading books are available to loan from the School Learning Resource Centre (LRC). In addition you will find 
reading lists for each year group on our website - http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/339/reading-activities  - plus 
booklets detailing “How to Help Your Child with Learning”. These booklets will go up on the individual year 
group pages of the website as each Information Evening is run for parents over the next couple of weeks.  
 
With regard to attendance, our grateful thanks go to the vast majority of our parents who are so very 
supportive of ensuring that time is not missed from school, exceptional circumstances aside. A reminder that, 
due to government legislation, Headteachers no longer have the authority to grant any absence in term time 
unless there are exceptional circumstances. It is of course imperative that students do not lose time out of 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1165/staff-contact-details
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/339/reading-activities
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school unless absolutely necessary. We have always sought to support parents where exceptional 
circumstances arise, as they occasionally do, but also want to highlight that if a child is taken out of school 
without authorisation, the school will follow its policy which includes both fines and legal action. 
 
Behaviour for Learning 
The school has an extremely clear policy on behaviour and expectations. In sending your child to be educated 
at Goffs, it is implicitly understood between us that parents understand and support the school’s line and 
policy on behaviour. This includes Saturday Detentions. We make no apology for expecting Goffs students to 
work hard, aim high, be polite and respectful and to meet the school’s expectations of behaviour. Where that 
does not happen, the school’s policy will be applied, including the use of isolation, and can result in the 
permanent removal of a child’s place. As always, if you feel that the school’s expectations of behaviour do not 
fit with your personal ethos or that of your child, it remains your right to have your child educated in a school 
whose policies you do agree with. We thank you in advance for your active and committed support of these 
expectations, having chosen to send your child here. 
 
Learning and Teaching - Iris Camera 
Last year the school introduced school-wide use of a portable camera used to record staff teaching, so that 
they could then watch themselves back, working with a staff coach. As you can imagine, the ability to watch 
yourself in action and develop your practice accordingly is invaluable. This year, all staff will again routinely be 
using the IRIS camera in lessons. It is portable and discreet, and the vast majority of our students are already 
absolutely familiar with it. All footage is kept on a secure server and is only accessible to school staff. 
  
Our House System 
Last year saw some phenomenal achievements within the House System and saw our community involvement, 
overall presence and fundraising go from strength to strength. Over 4 million house points were given by staff 
to students, and students were able to spend these on various items, including queue jump passes and retail 
vouchers. Our school community hosted numerous successful events for all to enjoy and in the process has 
raised over £9,000 for some great causes, including our chosen charity, Macmillan. This is almost double the 
amount we raised the previous year and is proof that whole school involvement in our charity fundraising 
activities continues to grow.  
 
Huge numbers of students were involved in organising or participating in House events last year and particular 
highlights of the House calendar included: the Creative Arts Exhibition, the Halloween Disco, Harvest Festival 
food collection, generous donations for Bags of Kindness, form time quizzes, the OAP Christmas Party, non-
uniform days and the Easter charity fete. Thank you to all parents and students who assisted, donated, 
organised and taken part to make last year a record breaker! We look forward to bigger and better things in 
the year ahead. 
 
Parent Information Evenings 
Please take a moment to note down the date of your respective Parent Information Evening, which are 
designed to give you the key information related to you son/daughter’s year group for the coming year ahead. 
On the evening you will receive the necessary information about how you can support your child with their 
learning.  It will take the form of a presentation from staff on school procedures and expectations, tailored to 
the specific curriculum for each year group.  The evening will also explain strategies to help students to fulfil 
their potential, and how you can support your son/daughter at home. Dates are as follows: 
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 Thursday 6th September 2018 Year 7 Parent Information Evening - 6:00pm - there will also be an 
opportunity to meet your son/daughter’s Learning Manager (form tutor) at this evening 

 Tuesday 11th September 2018 Year 10 Parent Information Evening - 6:00pm  

 Tuesday 11th September 2018 Year 11 Parent Information Evening - 7:00pm  

 Thursday 13th September Sixth Form Parent Information Evening - 6:00pm 

 Tuesday 18th September 2018 Year 8 Parent Information Evening - 6:00pm  

 Tuesday 18th September 2018 Year 9 Parent Information Evening - 7:00pm 
 
GDPR 
You are likely to be aware of new Data Protection laws that started to come into play from May this year. As 
part of these new laws, we are required to gain explicit permission to keep your son/daughter’s data. 
Maintaining data is essential for us to run effectively and safely as a school. I attach a copy of a Parent/Carer 
Consent Agreement as well as a Student Consent Agreement. As per the guidelines, we ask parents/carers for 
students in Year 7 to complete the agreement on their behalf, but for students in Year 8 or above, we will be 
asking students to complete the agreement themselves. Students in all years will be briefed on the meaning of 
the agreement prior to being asked to sign it, as well as given guidance as to how to ensure they are sensible 
with their personal data in their everyday lives. Please could parents/carers of students in Year 7 complete the 
form and return via your son/daughter’s Learning Manager ASAP, but by Friday 14th September at the latest. 
You can find further details on how we manage data on our website. If you have any questions or queries, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
Financial Investment 
Despite difficult financial conditions for all schools, I am pleased to be able to inform you that we have recently 
invested in additional equipment/resource for the students, and are planning for further investment in the 
year ahead. This is largely due to the fantastic work carried out by our Director of Income Generation, Kevin 
Yardley, who has worked tirelessly to ensure that our facilities are fully put to use outside of the school day. 
Recent investments included £25k on new computers for students and £5k on new furniture for our Sixth Form 
Common Room. In the year ahead, we also expect to spend another £20k on computers and £16k on new 
Restaurant furniture, amongst other things. 
 
The year ahead promises to be exciting and hugely successful. We very much look forward to working with you 
throughout the year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

      
 

Ben Pearce       
Principal 
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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Parental Consent for use of your child’s data 
 
Name of Child: …………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Please note: From around the age of 12 and upwards, the law recognises children’s own rights to have a 
say in how their personal information is used – including images. Therefore we will seek the consent of 
your child to use their images at the start of Year 8 and will respect their data rights where they have the 
capacity to make their own decisions in relation to their data. When a student has sufficient understanding 
to make the decision for themselves, whilst we may take into account any parental preference expressed, 
we will make a decision based on the best interests of the child, after careful consideration of the 
circumstances and the data rights of the child. 

 
Use of Images 
Goffs Academy is obliged to comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data 
Protection Act 2018 when we take or publish images of our students. We make various uses of images of 
students during their time at school (see our Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy). Some of 
these are necessary for administration and the safety of students, such as CCTV and security. Media uses, 
including photos of students at work or playing games, may include our website or as part of the School’s 
prospectus or magazine. 
 
Please indicate below if you consent for the time being to your child's image being used in school media. 
Where appropriate (owing to the student’s age or nature of the use), we will also seek the consent of your 
child before publishing any image where your child is a particular focus of the shot, or identified by name, 
but not usually when included as part of a larger group or team shot. 
 
Please tick as appropriate: 

I consent to photographs (printed and digital) and video recordings of my child being used in school 
media for the purposes of school marketing, promotion and communications via the following methods:  

□  In school publications e.g. Prospectus, Newsletters, magazines, on the School’s website, on 

various school social networking and or photograph/video sharing platforms (e.g. Facebook, 
Twitter feed, Instagram etc.) and shared with third party journalists for their own journalistic 
purposes 

 
Please note that we will usually seek your specific consent where we wish to publish your child’s image 
together with their name.   
 
You may withdraw consent at any time in the future, subject to the notice below*. If you object to such 
uses until further notice, please indicate below.  
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OR:  

□  No, I object to all non-essential uses of my child’s image without specific consent. 

In ensuring we can give effect to your wishes, it will also assist us if you are able to give reasons (optional):  

........................................................................................................................................................ 

*Please be aware that objecting as above will not necessarily mean that the School will not continue to 
process images of your child that are either necessary for administration of the School, or separately 
consented to by your child, or where the School requires it and is otherwise lawfully entitled to do so.  

It may not be possible to change already printed publications, such as a school magazine or prospectus, or 
third party publications (for example where we have placed an advert or provided an image to a 
newspaper). Please see our Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy for further details. 

 

Use of Biometrics 
 
In accordance with the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012, the School requires your consent to take and use 
information from your child's fingerprint as part of an automated biometric recognition system. This 
biometric information will be used by the School for the provision of cashless catering. 
 
The data that is held will not be used by any other organisation for any other purpose, except solely as 
necessary for the purposes stated above, or if, for example, if the School's IT or security providers need to 
process the information, and the School will not use the biometric information for any reason other than 
those stated above. Please see the School's Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy for further 
information about how the School uses your child's personal data generally. 

If you object to the use of your child's biometric data in this way, the School will provide a workaround to 
the system without using biometrics. Once your child stops using the biometric recognition system, their 
biometric information will be securely deleted by the School in accordance with the Information 
Commissioner's guidance. 

(i) Parental consent to use of biometric data under the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 

Please indicate below if you understand the above and are happy to consent for the time being to your 
child's biometric data being used in the above ways. 
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Your consent will continue until the child either leaves the School or stops using the system. You may 
withdraw consent at any time in the future by contacting the school office in writing. 

□   Yes, I understand and consent to the above 

□   No, I do not give my consent to the above 

If you object to such uses until further notice, please indicate below. In ensuring we can give effect to your 
wishes, it will also assist us if you are able to give reasons. 

Reasons: ......................................................................................................................................  

Please note that under the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018, the consent of your child will also be 
sought (where they have the capacity to give their consent).  If your child does not have capacity, under 
the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 we will seek and rely on your consent to processing their data 
for the purpose of the cashless catering service:  

(ii) Parental consent to use of biometric data under the GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 
 
Please indicate below if you consent to us processing your child’s biometrics for the above purposes and as 
set out in the School's Student Privacy Notice / Data Protection Policy.  

□  Yes, I give my consent to the School processing my child’s biometrics for the  

above purposes. 

 

□   No, I do not give my consent to the School processing my child’s biometrics for  

   the above purposes. 
 

Student Support Services 
 
We may share personal data relating to your child with the school’s student support services, for the 
purpose of further supporting your child (for example Place2Be, counselling, mentoring support). Please 
indicate below if you are happy for your child’s details to be shared for this purpose: 
 

□   Yes, I consent to the above 

□   No, I do not consent to the above 
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Please ensure you tick yes or no to every statement above. 
 

Please note that there may be occasions when we will share your child’s personal information with other third 
parties. For example, where we wish to provide you with some additional support in school. We may not always 
need your consent to do so (for example, in some instances, safeguarding concerns may mean that we do not need 
to contact parents prior to providing information to Social Services). Where we do need your consent, we will always 
ask for your permission before we share their information.  

Further detail about when we may share your personal information with others can be found in the Student Privacy 
Notice and Data Protection Policy.  

 
Signed   ......................................................................... 
 
PRINT NAME  ......................................................................... 
 
Relationship to child ......................................................................... 
 
Date   ......................................................................... 
 
 
 

 We would also ask that you discuss this with your child to ensure s/he is aware of your decisions. 
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Student Consent Form  

Use of Images 

Goffs Academy (referred to in this document as ‘We’ or ‘the School’) must comply with data protection law 
when we take or publish images of you. We use your images during your time at the School for different 
reasons. Further details of this can be found in our Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy on 
the website. Some of these are necessary for administration and the safety of you in school, such as CCTV 
and security. Other purposes include using photos of you at work or playing games, which may be included 
on our website or as part of the School prospectus or newsletters.  

This form is for you to indicate if you understand and are happy to consent for the time being to your 
image being used in the way described below. Please tick as appropriate:- 

Yes I am happy for my photographs (printed and digital) and video recordings of me to be used in school 
media for the purposes of school marketing, promotion and communications in the following ways:  
 

□  In school publications e.g. Prospectus, Newsletters, newsletters, on the School’s website, on 

various school social networking and or photograph/video sharing platforms (e.g. Facebook, 
Twitter feed, Instagram etc.) and shared with third party journalists for their own journalistic 
purposes 

  

You may withdraw your consent at any time in the future, but please be aware that it may only be possible 
to remove online images and we cannot change printed materials once published.  If you change your 
mind, please speak to your learning manager or student support.  

If we wish to use your name with your image, we may also ask you if you are happy for us to do so. 

OR:  

□  No, I object to all non-essential uses of my image without my specific consent. 

Please be aware that we will not always seek your permission to use your images, for example where 
necessary for the running of the School (such as a security or CCTV). Please see our Student Privacy Notice 
for further details. 
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Use of biometrics 

If you agree, we will use your fingerprint as part of an automated biometric recognition system for the 
provision cashless catering. 

We will not use, or permit another organisation to use, your fingerprint for any other purpose, except for 
cashless catering, or where, for example, the School's IT or security providers need to process the 
information. Please see the School's Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy for further 
information about how the School uses your personal information including your fingerprint biometrics. 

If you do not wish to participate in the fingerprint cashless catering, we will not use your fingerprint in this 
way and we will provide a workaround to the system without using your fingerprint. If you refuse to 
participate, this will override any consent from your parent(s).  

Once you stop using the biometric recognition system, your fingerprint biometric information will be 
securely deleted by the School. 

Please confirm that you understand the above: 

□ Yes, I understand that I can object or refuse to allow the School to use my biometric fingerprints to 

be taken and used in the way described above 

We would also like to obtain your agreement that we may use your fingerprint for the purpose(s) we have 
described above:  

□  Yes, I am happy and consent to the School processing my biometrics/fingerprints for cashless 

catering 

□  No, I do not give my consent to the School processing my biometrics/fingerprints for cashless 

catering. 
 

Student Support Services 
 

We may wish to share your personal information with the school’s student support services. This is so that 
the school can use extra support services to support you. Eg?? Please indicate below if you are happy for 
your details to be shared with Youth Connexions for this purpose: 

□   Yes, I consent to the above 

□   No, I do not consent to the above 
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Please note that there may be occasions when we will share your personal information with other third 
parties. For example, where we wish to provide you with some additional support in school. We may not 
always need your consent to do so (for example, in some instances, safeguarding concerns may mean that 
we do not need to liaise with you or your parents/carers prior to providing information to Social Services.) 
Where we do need your consent, we will always ask for your permission before we share your information.  

Further detail about when we may share your personal information with others can be found in the 
Student Privacy Notice and Data Protection Policy.  

Please sign below on completion of this form: 

NAME:   ......................................................................... 

FORM:   ......................................................................... 

SIGNATURE:  ......................................................................... 

DATE OF BIRTH: ......................................................................... 

 

  


