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1st September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 
Welcome back! A particularly warm welcome, given that many students will be returning to the school 
building for the first time since March. I hope that you read this having had an excellent summer, and that 
students are enthusiastic and excited to get back into school and ‘get stuck into’ their learning. In previous 
letters, I have outlined in detail the arrangements which we have in place to enable students and staff to 
return to school following this period of closure. As such, I will not repeat that in detail in this letter. 
 
I extend a special welcome to all new students joining the Goffs community in Year 7 or Year 12. You are 
joining a very popular and successful school, with a team of expert, committed and highly supportive 
teachers and support staff.  
 
Exam Results 
 
You will be well aware that results were announced in unique circumstances this summer, following the 

cancellation of the usual examinations. Throughout a period which has thrown up many challenges, our 

focus has been on celebrating the achievements of our students, and crucially, on supporting them in their 

next step in education, employment or training.  

I am delighted to confirm that students in Year 11 and the Sixth Form achieved an excellent set of 

outcomes. My congratulations go to all students in these year groups; despite not being able to sit exams, 

their results are the culmination of sustained hard work over several years and are richly deserved.  

Staffing Update 
 
I am pleased to welcome the following colleagues to Goffs. The additions below are in part due to 
deliberate expansion of our staffing in line with growing student numbers in the lower school and Sixth 
Form, as well as maternity cover for existing colleagues, and recruitment to support our ongoing 
commitment to train and develop new teachers. Each new colleague brings a range of experience and 
expertise to our school: 
 

 James Clancy    Teacher of Art and Technology 

 Sherine George  Teacher of Media Studies 

 Rachel Grieve  Teacher of English 

 Anna Hamboulides  Teacher of English 

 Lisa Smith   Teacher of Geography and Psychology 

 Matthew Roles  Teacher of PE 

 Lyndsey Ball  Teacher of PE 

 Mohammed Arshad Teacher of Science 

 Joseph Constantinou Teacher of Maths 

 Katie Avril   Teacher of Geography 
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 Denise Orhan  Sixth Form Study Supervisor 
 

In addition, we welcome a number of School Direct trainees to Goffs, as part of our role as a lead training 
school for the region.  
 
For your information, the responsibilities of the Senior Leadership Team, and the Director of Learning for 
each year group, are listed below: 
 

 Peter Petrou  Vice Principal – Behaviour and Safeguarding 

 Mike Toley   Vice Principal – Curriculum and Achievement (KS4) 

 Tom Cahill   Assistant Principal – Sixth Form 

 Laura Preston  Assistant Principal – Initial Teacher Training and Learning and Teaching 

 Cheryl Poag  Assistant Principal - Data, Key Stage 3, Literacy 

 Mark Holding  Assistant Principal – Personal Development and Wellbeing 

 Richard Ashdown  Associate Assistant Principal – Aspiration and Opportunity 
 

 Year 7    Kelly McBride (SLT Link - Peter Petrou) 

 Year 8   Lynsey Hague (SLT Link – Mark Holding) 

 Year 9   Laura Huseyin (SLT Link – Laura Preston) 

 Year 10   Olivia Garner (SLT Link – Cheryl Poag) 

 Year 11   Suzanne Alexander (SLT Link - Mike Toley) 

 Year 12    Karen Lawrence (SLT Link - Tom Cahill) 

 Year 13   Wendy Wilson (SLT Link - Tom Cahill) 
 

Safeguarding 
 

We have exceptionally robust safeguarding procedures, as you would expect, to ensure that we keep all 
students safe. Students are regularly fully briefed on these procedures, including how to report any 
concerns they may have. Online safety for students is a crucially important part of this and remains high on 
our agenda. For information, our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Peter Petrou, Vice Principal. 

 
The Year Ahead 
 
Our purpose at Goffs is clear and stated in our curriculum intent; to provide a rich range of learning 

opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

 to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 

 to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 

 to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 
 
Every year we update our school strategic development plan (SDP), based on feedback from students, 
parents and staff. The SDP for 2020-21, is available on our website 
(https://goffs.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Goffs-School-SDP-2020-21.pdf?t=1598450524).  
 

https://goffs.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Goffs-School-SDP-2020-21.pdf?t=1598450524
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Detailed information regarding the curriculum which is studied in each subject area, by each year group, 
can also be found on our website (https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/307/subject-information). 
 
Expectations of Students 
 
I make no apology for the fact that we have very high expectations of all students at Goffs. Indeed, these 
high expectations underpin the successful outcomes of our students. Whilst much of the information below 
will not be new for existing parents, it is worth reiterating. 
 
The school has an extremely clear Behaviour for Learning and Rewards policy. This is underpinned by the 
firm belief that students have a right to learn, and teachers to teach, without undue disruption. In sending 
your child to be educated at Goffs, it is implicitly understood between us that parents understand and 
support the school’s line and policy on behaviour. Please note that an addendum to our Behaviour for 
Learning and Rewards policy, which outlines the changes in procedures and expectations relating 
specifically to reducing the risk of transmission of Covid-19, accompanies this letter. All students will be 
briefed in full on these expectations on their first day in school. 
 
We expect all Goffs students to try their best, and to be kind, polite and respectful to all. Where students 
behave in a way that does not meet expectations, the school’s policy will be applied, and this can ultimately 
result in the permanent removal of a child’s place. As always, if you feel that the school’s expectations of 
behaviour do not fit with your personal ethos or that of your child, it remains your right to have your child 
educated in a school whose policies you do agree with. We thank you in advance for your active and 
committed support of these expectations, having chosen to send your child here. 
 
Students at Goffs wear their uniform with pride; we ensure that the standard of our uniform is exceptional. 
If students do not meet the uniform requirements, they will be required to work in isolation until the 
correct uniform is in place. For girls this includes skirts that must be at knee length minimum. Make-up, 
including nail varnish, false nails or false eyelashes, is not permitted. All students need to wear black 
leather shoes; trainers are not permitted. If any parent is having financial difficulties purchasing uniform, 
please do not hesitate to contact the Finance team for further advice and support. 
 
In addition, a reminder that students are expected to arrive to school on time (8.27am for students in Year 
7 to 9, and 8.57am for students in Year 10 and 11) to enable form time and lessons to start promptly. Any 
student arriving late to school (or arriving late to any lesson throughout the day), will need to serve a C3 (45 
minute) detention after school, on the designated day for their year group.  
 
Students are also expected to arrive to school fully equipped – with a pen, pencil, ruler, calculator and a 
reading book on them at all times. Reading books are available to loan from the School Learning Resource 
Centre (LRC). In addition you will find reading lists for each year group on our website 
(http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/339/reading-activities). 
 
I am grateful for the support of the vast majority of parents in ensuring that time is not missed from school, 
exceptional circumstances aside. Due to government legislation, Headteachers no longer have the authority 
to grant any absence in term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.  
 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/307/subject-information
http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/339/reading-activities
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Finally, a reminder that students are not permitted to use mobile phones (or headphones) on the school 
site, within or outside of the building, at any point. Sixth Form students will be permitted to bring their 
phones into school, but use will only be permitted during break and lunch time. 

 
Parental Communication 
 
I strongly believe that clear communication between home and school is beneficial for our students. You 
are welcome to contact staff directly, and all staff email addresses are made available on our website 
(https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1165/staff-contact-details). If you have concerns of any kind, please let us 
know; we can work together to resolve them. I highlight here that although staff will aim to respond to all 
email queries as soon as possible, parents should not expect an immediate response. All members of staff 
will be working directly with students throughout the school day, and therefore will often not read emails 
immediately. Members of staff will endeavour to respond to all queries within two working days. 
 
A weekly newsletter will be sent to all parents every Friday. In addition, the SIMS Parent App is a very 
useful way to receive ‘live’ information about your son or daughter. If you do not already have an account 
setup, please contact helpdesk@goffs.herts.sch.uk. Please note that detailed information regarding how to 
set up an account will be provided to Year 7 parents in September. 
 
All home learning will be listed on Doddle, to enable parents to monitor tasks set for students. 
 
Parent Information Evenings 
 
Due to Covid-19, we will not hold Parent Information Evenings in school this term. However, we will 
provide a detailed presentation for all parents which will be available online. We will write to parents of 
students in each year group when this information is available. 

 
Thank you in advance for your support. I look forward to working with you throughout the year ahead. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

Mark Ellis 
Principal 

 

 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/1165/staff-contact-details
mailto:helpdesk@goffs.herts.sch.uk

