
 

   

Executive Principal: Alison Garner  Principal: Mark Ellis 
Goffs Academy, Goffs Lane, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN7 5QW 

: admin@goffs.herts.sch.uk  www.goffs.herts.sch.uk  : 01992 424200        @GoffsAcademy 
 

7th July 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
September Re-Opening of Schools 
 
I have no doubt that you will have seen last week's announcement that schools should re-open in full from 
the start of next term. The ongoing restrictions caused by Covid19 make this anything but a straightforward 
matter to plan for. It most certainly is not a case of reverting to as things were. Rather, the Trust needs to 
plan for scenarios including: 
 
• keeping each year group apart in a year group "bubble" 
• assessing which rooms can be changed to a forward facing set-up, and which realistically cannot 
• considering the viability of staggered starts and ends to the day, as part of avoiding large groups of 

students congregating at entrances and exits  
• creating staggered morning and lunch break times for every year group as part of maintaining their 

"bubble", plus assessing where each year group will eat, and how they will access food 
• how to deliver practical subjects 
• how to adapt the Trust's biometric systems so that students and staff are not using finger print readers 
 
Our list of areas to be considered and addressed goes on for many pages, and we are of course only two 
weeks away from the end of term.  
 
In terms of Government advice, there is a list of what schools must do, without exception. Essential 
measures include: 
 
• a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 
• robust hand and respiratory hygiene 
• enhanced cleaning arrangements 
• active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 
• formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school 

wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable 
 
Beyond the above, plans put in place by individual schools will depend on each school’s circumstances and 
will, as much as possible, but not as a requirement/essential measure, include:  
 
• grouping children together 
• avoiding contact between groups as much as possible 
• arranging classrooms with forward facing desks where possible 
• staff maintaining distance from students and other staff as much as possible 
 
I'm therefore writing to you to say that the Trust is undertaking detailed planning, but that you should 
expect to receive updates throughout August, up to and including the week before term starts. The very 
different sizes of Goffs and Goffs-Churchgate means that each may approach this in different ways - 



 

   

Executive Principal: Alison Garner  Principal: Mark Ellis 
Goffs Academy, Goffs Lane, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN7 5QW 

: admin@goffs.herts.sch.uk  www.goffs.herts.sch.uk  : 01992 424200        @GoffsAcademy 
 

something to be aware of if you have a child at each school.  You should also expect things to change during 
September in particular. We will inevitably try some strategies and approaches, and then need to refine or 
change them once we have assessed how they are working day to day.  
 
One thing that I can definitively tell you now is that both schools will return to full uniform expectations 
from 1st September 2020. As part of preparing your child for September, uniform suppliers have robust 
procedures in place to enable you to buy uniform in a safe way. If any family is struggling with reduced 
income as a result of Covid19, please contact me. I do not want any family to struggle with purchasing 
uniform, when we can look at how to support you with that. 
 
Both Principals will be in touch with you throughout July and August in order to keep you up to date with 
what school will look like from September. Notwithstanding the planning headache, I am very much looking 
forward to getting back to a new normal and to seeing students back in school. 
 
Kind regards. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Alison Garner 
Executive Principal 

 

 


