
Reading Support Strategies 

 

Reading Age: 17+ 

 Introduce your child to texts that take them beyond their own experience and usual field 

of reading, such as non-fiction extracts -point them in the direction of interesting articles 

to broaden their experience and knowledge. 

 Share your enjoyment of texts –make recommendations; ask questions; demonstrate 

enthusiasm; pass on books. Share reading lists from websites linked to a particular 

subject or genre. 

 Encourage your child to deepen their interpretation of the text by engaging with the 

content, ideas, themes and use of language. 

 In a text that includes complex information or requires thoughtful interpretation, 

continue to check for understanding by asking probing questions, such as what do you 

think would happen if…? Why do you think this is the case? And exploring the issues 

together. 

Reading Age: 16+ 

 Encourage your child to slow their reading down and to re-read when texts are complex 

or it is a high-stakes piece of reading, for example an article for home learning. With a 

particularly complex text it is a good idea to read through the text three times. 

 If there is misinterpretation, encourage your child to re-read earlier parts of the text and 

check their interpretation based on connecting details; check whether the ideas picked 

up were rooted in evidence.  

 Probe your child’s responses to questions for deeper understanding, more detailed 

explanation and stronger justification with evidence from the text. Ask questions like 

What do you think would happen if…? Why do you think this is the case? 

Reading Age: 14-15 

 Use both and cued retrieval questions, such as Tell me what you know from chapters 1-

3. There are three main events that take place in chapter 5. What are they? 

 Discuss prior knowledge that is relevant to the text before reading or discuss the plot of 

other novels that have been written by the same author. Activate memory of prior 

learning and experiences.  

 Support vocabulary understanding by looking at key terms or particularly tricky words, 

or by clarifying the meaning of words in the text during reading. 

Reading Age: 12-13 

 Encourage your child to slow their reading down and re-read the text before answering 

questions.  

 Use a range of questions to encourage an interpretation that goes beyond the literal 

information given. True-or-false questions or multiple choice questions work well for 

this.  

 Model the reading behaviours you wish your child to use through reading aloud to them. 



 

Reading Age: 10-11 

 Support vocabulary understanding by anticipating vocabulary that may be tricky. Supply 

vocabulary in phrases and explain meanings of words clearly. Consider using images to 

support the meanings of some words. 

 Plan in points during reading to pause and check for understanding. Summarise 

sections/chapters of the text and ask your child to summarise it in their own words.  

 Explain and discuss your child’s understanding of what has been read.  

 Ask questions and prompt your child to make predictions; ask follow up questions if 

necessary to encourage your child to justify their points with evidence from the text. 

Reading Age: 8-9 

 Draw attention to organisational features of the text, such as chapters, subheadings, 

captions etc. Use skimming and scanning to find information and facts. These techniques 

require children to look through a text quickly to find specific information, often by just 

searching for keywords. 

 Ask your child to summarise the text or part of the text (start with a single paragraph if 

necessary) in their own words and to tell you what they understand. Where possible, 

link to their own experiences. 

 Read texts aloud with your child, reading animatedly and emphasising key words in each 

sentence. Pause appropriately for emphasis and ensure that your child can hear the 

phrasing in your reading. 

Reading Age: 6-7 

 Read texts aloud to your child with animation, at an appropriate pace, emphasising key 

words and using gesture to underline meaning. Allow your child to listen. If possible, 

read sections twice or support your child to read the text after you have read aloud. 

 Focus the majority of questions on retrieval and recall of the main points/characters. 

 Encourage your child to use their phonic knowledge to decode words.  

 Draw attention to prefixes and suffixes that are already known as part of clarifying 

vocabulary. A suffix is a word part added to the end of a word, for example -ful. If you 

add the suffix -ful to the base word help the word becomes helpful. A prefix is a word 

part added to the beginning of a word or base word, for example un-. Support your child 

to learn the meanings of further prefixes and suffixes they encounter. 

 


