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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

Department 
 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

The aim of the psychology curriculum is to equip students with the appropriate knowledge, skills and vocabulary needed to be able 
to understand and explain the causes of human behaviour.  Students will understand underlying psychological principles and apply 
them in a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.  Students will be constantly challenged to work collaboratively and think 
independently when engaging in all lessons and class debates, and as a result students will be able to think analytically and reach 
logical conclusions based on scientific evidence. 

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7 N/A N/A 

Year 8 N/A N/A 

Year 9 To help students develop a love of learning in understanding how the mind can influence 
human behaviour. Through the study of a broad range of topics, students will 
understand underlying psychological principles and apply them in a variety of contexts. 
Students will be able to think analytically and reach logical conclusions based on 
scientific evidence. 
Outcomes – understanding the basic psychological principles and obtaining key skills this 
year will help to prepare those students who choose to study psychology at GCSE.  

To conduct practical activities which 
replicate research, and write up their 
own psychological research reports. 

Year 10 To develop essential knowledge and understanding of the different areas of psychology 
to enable students to think analytically of the topics they study and apply knowledge to 
explain real-life scenarios. To focus on covering more exam content and address 
misconceptions students may have and develop exam strategies and independence to 
prepare for year 11. 
 
Outcomes - students will have mastered the following topics: memory, perception, 
development, research methods, and social influence. These topics will support students 
to develop their critical thinking skills, literacy, numeracy, and application skills that will 
prepare them for year 11. 

Mini replications of research studies to 
increase understanding. 
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Year 11 To develop and prepare exam strategies, knowledge and independence in order to 
succeed in exams. To develop students' interest in and enthusiasm for psychology, 
including developing an interest in further study.  
Students will have secure knowledge of paper one and two topics to critically evaluate 
psychological research and apply knowledge to a variety of real-life scenarios. 
 
Outcomes - students will have mastered the following topics: language, thought and 
communication; brain and neuropsychology; and psychological problems.  These topics 
will support students to develop their critical thinking skills, literacy, numeracy, and 
application skills that are required in examinations. 

Mini replications of research studies to 
increase understanding. 

Sixth Form To develop essential knowledge and understanding of the different areas of psychology 
and how they relate to each other, and to develop and demonstrate an appreciation of 
the skills and vocabulary required to apply psychological principles to real life scenarios.  
Students should be able to think analytically and reach logical conclusions based on 
scientific evidence.  To develop students' interest in and enthusiasm for psychology, 
including developing an interest in further study and careers in psychology. 
 
Outcomes - students will have mastered several topics, including: research methods, 
approaches in psychology, issues and debates in psychology, psychopathology, social 
influence, and many more. The key skills students will gain from their course of study are 
critical thinking, literacy, application, communication, and data analysis which will 
support them in examinations and for further study. 

To conduct own practical investigations 
and write up their own psychological 
research reports. 
Take Year 13’s to the Tutor2u Grade 
Booster Workshop designed to sharpen 
and redefine exam technique. 
Potential trips for Year 12 students – 
London Zoo for phobias. 


