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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

Department 
 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

To develop confidence in critiquing psychological ideas and concepts, and to develop justifications as to why such psychological 
concepts are limited. 
To ensure students understand the importance of Psychology, in particular how theories and studies have relevance to the real 
world. 

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7 N/A N/A 

Year 8 N/A N/A 

Year 9 To understand how psychologists conduct psychological research in order to enhance 
their own research; and to apprehend how psychological processes are embedded in all 
areas.  Also to apply psychological knowledge to real world applications. 

To conduct practical activities which 
replicate research, and write up their 
own psychological research reports. 

Year 10 To focus on covering more exam content and address misconceptions students may 
have. Develop exam strategies and independence to prepare for year 11. Also to apply 
psychological knowledge to real world applications. 

Mini replications of research studies to 
increase understanding. 

Year 11 To develop and prepare exam strategies, knowledge and independence in order to 
succeed in exams.  Also to apply psychological knowledge to real world applications. 

Mini replications of research studies to 
increase understanding. 

Sixth Form To explain the relevance of psychology and how it can apply to real life. To develop 
critical thinking skills to critique the content learnt.  

To conduct own practical investigations 
and write up their own psychological 
research reports. 
Take Year 13’s to the Tutor2u Grade 
Booster Workshop designed to sharpen 
and redefine exam technique. 
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In making these decisions, please consider the following questions: 
 

1. Is the intent of your subject curriculum clear and explicit? Have you identified the knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
learners should be developing in each year group? 

2. Do students have the time to cover topics in sufficient depth (mastery)? What do you currently teach which could be 
removed? 

3. Is the curriculum sufficiently ambitious for all? Consider the source materials/texts used. 
4. What are the foundations of knowledge/skills required at KS3, in order for successful study at KS4? Try not to be ‘shackled’ 

by this…consider the importance of learning beyond the specification 
5. What opportunities and experiences could/should students have while studying your subject? (including trips/visits and 

practical activities) 
6. How does your long-term curriculum planning promote the desired changes in long-term memory? (e.g. sequencing, low-

stakes testing, interleaving) 

7. How does your curriculum link to the local context? 

8. How does your curriculum link to relevant employment opportunities (related to your subject area)? 
9. What method(s) will you use to assess progress? Are there opportunities for students to produce an authentic, high-

quality, ‘final product’? 
10. How will you ensure students have opportunities to read, and develop their breadth of vocabulary in your subject? What 

vocabulary do you take time to develop explicitly? 

11. Are there any curriculum areas where colleagues require professional development? 

 
 


