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27th March 2019 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Most parents will be aware of the recent increase in national media coverage relating to knife crime, much of 

it with a particular focus on incidents involving young people. 

Whilst we have no concern that there is any issue with weapons or other banned items in school, it is with 

continued vigilance and an absolute zero tolerance approach, that we ensure that this continues to be the 

case. Therefore, I am writing to reiterate the school’s stance on banned items. As per our Behaviour for 

Learning Policy, if a student is in possession of an offensive weapon, or in possession of or has any association 

with ‘legal highs’ or illegal drugs, it is highly likely to result in permanent exclusion from the school. 

As stated in our policy, staff have the power to search students or their possessions, without consent, where 

they suspect the student has weapons, alcohol, illegal drugs, banned items and stolen items.  School staff can 

also search students without their consent for any item which is banned by the school rules. Fortunately, the 

need to carry out a search is an extremely rare occurrence, but I emphasise that this will be used if/when 

required.  

Our primary responsibility is to ensure that students are safe in school and able to focus on their learning; I am 

sure that all parents will appreciate the clear zero tolerance approach to such extreme behaviour. 

Senior staff will be leading assemblies with all year groups this week to emphasise this message, along with a 

reminder of general behaviour expectations in school. The overwhelming majority of our students 

demonstrate consistently high standards of behaviour. On a related note, Mr Holding will be in touch with 

parents shortly regarding the details of the rewards trip, which will take place during the summer term. 

Regards, 

M Ellis 

Mark Ellis 

Vice Principal 

 


