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1st April 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
End of Term 
 
As ever, it has been a busy term; students should look back and feel proud of their many efforts and 
achievements. I was particularly delighted to see just how many students from Year 7 and Year 8 were 
involved in the recent Sport-a-thon events, which were wonderful examples of the Goffs community spirit 
in action. 
 
We ran a widespread programme of activities for students in all year groups during Careers Week. Year 10 
were particularly busy, participating in CV-writing workshops, and a Careers Fair and mock interviews with 
visiting employers. Many employers were blown away by the maturity and composure demonstrated by 
students at interview, with one Company Director making a point of finding me at the end of the day, to say 
he would have happily offered two students a job. 
 
Year 11 and Year 13 students have continued their preparations for summer exams, which are fast 
approaching. I have been struck by the commitment and resilience shown by both year groups while 
preparing for and undertaking mock exams. Many students will be in school over the Easter break 
attending additional revision sessions, and I am grateful to staff for committing their time to such sessions. 
We are really proud of how Year 11 and Year 13 are working, and I know they will achieve the results they 
deserve in the summer. 
 
The Appleyard Building 
 
Looking ahead to next term, we are excited to start using the new classrooms in the brand-new part of our 
school, The Appleyard Building. This building will provide a superb learning environment, full of light and 
space, and I look forward to seeing the classrooms 'in action' in the summer term. 
 
The construction of the classroom side of the building is now complete, and much work is now taking place 
to install new furniture and equipment, so the classrooms are ready for use.  
We had intended to start lessons in the classrooms in the new building immediately after Easter, from 
Tuesday 19th April. Due to a slight delay in the completion of the building work, and to enable teachers 
who will be based in the new classrooms to be fully set up before they start teaching, the first day of 
teaching in the new classrooms will be moved back to Monday 25th April. Room changes to students’ 
timetables will apply from this date. All students will be briefed in assemblies after Easter, regarding how to 
access the new building, during the first week of term. 
 
Covid-19 
 
Parents may be aware that updated measures and guidance for managing Covid-19 in education settings 
were released earlier this week, which will apply from 1st April 2022. In summary, parents should note that 
guidance states that schools should now begin to manage the virus like other respiratory infections. 
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In line with that, children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at 
home and avoid contact with other people. However, they can return to school when they no longer have a 
high temperature, and they are well enough to attend. Regular asymptomatic testing is no longer 
recommended.  
 
I am hopeful that this will help to minimise disruptions to student attendance - particularly in light of 
previous disruptions to learning time, every lesson counts. 
 
I wish all students and families an excellent Easter break, and hopefully one that brings rest, enjoyment, 
and plenty of chocolate. 
 
The summer term starts on Tuesday 19th April - we look forward to seeing students then. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 

 


