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22nd July 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 
I am writing at the end of an exceptional academic year. I do not intend to dwell here on the many 
challenges which so many have faced during that time. 
 
There has been much media coverage which has focused on the many challenges which young people, in 
particular, have faced due to the pandemic. Regretfully, what often receives less coverage is the amazing 
way in which so many young people have responded to that. 
 
I commend our students for their incredible response. Throughout the year, despite the many changes and 
challenges which they have encountered, students have demonstrated their strength, steadfastness, and 
(crucially) sense of humour. Our students remind us what is important; the joy of working with young minds, to 
help them to learn and develop every day. Our final half-term newsletter of the year contains so many 
wonderful examples of that https://www.smore.com/4yxz9. 
 
I would also like to thank every single member of staff for their work this year. The work we do across our 
school community is underpinned by strong, positive, relationships. My colleagues around the school have 
not only done exceptional work, but have done so with a smile. It is a privilege to work with such a team. 
 
Finally, I would like to extend a thank you to all parents. It is my sincere hope, that through the next 
academic year, my communication with you will focus much more on ‘learning matters’, rather than details 
of Covid regulations. 
 
To all, I wish you a restful and enjoyable summer break. We look forward to seeing our Year 11 and Year 13 
students in August, to celebrate their results, and to welcoming all other students back to school in 
September. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
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