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Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

 

Week 2 

Thursday 24th November – Into the Sixth Evening  

 

 

Week 1 

Wednesday 30th November – Year 8 – Zoolab Geography Workshop  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/


 
 

www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 
back to the top 

 

 

General Notices 

 

Additional Bank Holiday - 8th May 2023 

As recently confirmed, an additional Bank Holiday has been scheduled to mark the coronation of King Charles III. This 

will fall on Monday 8th May 2023. Please note that the school will not open on that date. 

 

 

 

Trip Payments - Arbor 

Following on from the successful move to using Arbor to enable parents to sign up to trips, we intend to also use Arbor 

for trip payments from January 2023. This will mean that you can sign up and make any payments required at the same 

time and without having to login to Wisepay separately. 

We intend to gradually move over all payments to Arbor during this academic year. This will include moving payment 

for catering/school meals, which will take place towards the end of the summer term. We will provide more updates on 

this in our future newsletters. 

If you have any questions about this, please contact the school office as usual. 
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Personal, Social and Health Education progamme 

As part of the school’s Personal, Social and Health Education programme, your child will be receiving assemblies on 

Monday 28th November regarding relationships and sex education (RSE). These will be delivered by an outside company 

called the School of Sexuality Education.  

This complements the relationships and sex education which students are also covering within their timetabled Personal 

Development lessons. 

The School of Sexuaity Education will deliver age-appropriate and tailored assemblies in line with the government 

statutory guidance on RSE. The topics they will cover include: 

• Year 7 – RELATIONSHIPS:  Intro to positive relationships; friendship & family, improving relationships. 

• Year 8 - REPRODUCTIVE & SEXUAL HEALTH: What do the words ‘contraception’ ’protection’ ‘conception’ mean? 

• Year 9 – IDENTITIES: What are the various intersecting aspects that make up who we are? 

• Year 10 – RELATIONSHIPS: Identifying abusive behaviour, identifying green and red flags, trust and jealousy. 

• Year 11 – MEDIA:  Sexual scripts, the representation of sex in the media. 

The purpose of the assemblies is to provide knowledge and understanding of safe and positive relationships based on 

love and respect. The School of Sex Ed Team pride themselves on being totally un-embarrassable and strive to create a 

safe and non-judgemental environment for students to discuss any questions or concerns. 

We believe these issues are important for all children to be taught, however you have a right to request to withdraw your 

child from sex education delivered as part of RSE in secondary schools. 

If you wish to do so, please inform your son or daughter and email myself by Thursday 24th November 

(kda@goffs.herts.sch.uk). 

Kind regards, 

Kate Dawson 

Assistant Principal for Personal Development  
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Goffs Literacy Hub        
Word of the week challenge- week beginning 21st November 2022 

 

: Interpret 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s the challenge?  

You must use the ‘word of the week’ in the correct context, where possible. You can use the word in any subject, 

outside of school and with peers either verbally or in written form. Remember if you use the word in an impressive way, 

you may be rewarded by your teacher. Enjoy advancing your use of vocabulary and good luck! 

Why are we doing this?   

Here at Goffs one of our main priorities is to ensure that all our students leave school being effective and confident 

communicators. Therefore, we have committed ourselves to explicitly teaching our students a broad repertoire if 

sophisticated vocabulary, to help give them a head start. 

Reminder: 

We strongly encourage all parents and careers to encourage their children to read for a minimum of 30 minutes 

each night. As a school we support each of our students in their reading journey, in becoming fluent readers. We 

strongly advocate that students are reading for pleasure, as well as academic use and offer a broad range of texts 

in our LRC. Please refer to the LRC section of the school website, if you require any further support with reading. 

Here you can find tailored strategies, that suit your child’s reading age and style: 

 
Support At Home - Goffs Academy 
For any further questions queries contact: Miss Stewart (Director of Literacy and Communication)  

 
 

Read it Interpret  

Say it [IN] + [TUR] + [PRET] 

Define it 1. Explain the meaning of (information or actions).  

2. Translate orally or into sign language the words of a person speaking a different 

language. 

Use it  1. The evidence is difficult to interpret  

2. I agreed to interpret for Jean-Claude 

Synonyms Explain         Understand          Elucidate           Translate           Paraphrase 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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Professional Learning Programme 2022 

This year, we are continuing to use our Tuesday week 2 (T2) time for teacher training and professional development. 

The aim of the training is to ensure that all teachers at Goffs are as good as the best, and to ensure the highest quality 

of education across all subjects. We have previously identified the ‘Goffs Way’ consistencies (below) as important 

aspects of learning and teaching, and continue to focus on them within our training.  

 

Through learning observations, we are able to identify areas for improvement and then use the time to ensure that we 

are supporting all members of staff, across all stages in their careers. For example, early in 2022, we started to see a 

trend that questioning was both a strength and an area of development. We ran a session on this (photos included 

below) to share strategies to use ‘quality questioning’ for checking understanding. The impact was then evident in 

future learning observations, and from student voice. 
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This academic year, the focus of our T2 time is Responsible Learning. It is of upmost importance that students are 

equipped with independent learning skills to support them in their current and future learning, and also when looking 

ahead to their transition into the working world. Our training is using this theme to train staff on teaching strategies 

that support independent learning, underpinned by the educational theory. As part of this drive all students have access 

to their Arbor profile, enabling them to see their rewards and consequences (behaviour points).  

Thank you to all parents and carers for your support in providing the time for us to run this fortnightly training; it is 

having noticeable impact on our daily practice and on students’ learning experiences.  
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Assembly Reflection 

Each week all students in Year 7 – 11 are given an assembly reflection task to discuss in form time with their Form 

Tutors.  

 

Last week Mrs Kleynhans (Mental Health Lead) delivered an assembly on Anti-bullying week with the theme ‘Reach 

Out’. The questions for reflection were:  

  1.  What is bullying? Discuss in pairs and feed back 

  2.  How can bullying be prevented? Mind map your ideas on mini whiteboards. 

  3. Make up a scenario about bullying and explain how that situation could be avoided or diffused / how could 

this situation be made better. 

  4.  Who would you go to for support if you were being bullied? 

  5.  What would you do if you were being bullied outside of school? 

  6.  Can you give an example of bullying that resulted in social media coverage? Describe the scenario and feed 

back to the class.  

  7.  How do you think bullying can be prevented?  

The full assembly powerpoint can be found on our school website via the following link: 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/2298/assemblies?preview 

We have the following assemblies planned for the coming weeks:  

21/11/22 British Values 

28/11/22 Harmful Sexual behaviour 

05/12/22 Human rights 

12/12/22 Celebration assemblies 

 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/2298/assemblies?preview


 
 

www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 
back to the top 

 

  

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/


 
 

www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 
back to the top 

 

Previously issued 

Year 8 Geograpy Workshop - Zoolab 
  

The Geography Department would like to offer your child a very exciting opportunity to take part in a Rainforest Roadsh 

ow workshop. This workshop will take place during the morning of Wednesday 30th November 2022 for one hour, and 

will run in place of one or your child’s lessons on this morning. It will be run by the company Zoolab 

(www.zoolabuk.com) and will involve the students focusing on the layers of the rainforest, the animals found within the 

rainforest habitat, the problem of deforestation and the effects of global warming which they will be learning in their 

Geography lessons. There will also be a fantastic opportunity to see and even hold some of the Rainforest’s unique 

creatures. This will prove to be a valuable experience for your child who will be studying the Tropical Rainforest and 

whether deforestation means disaster or development. 

 

If you would like your child to take part in the Rainforest Roadshow workshop, please make a payment of £5.50 via the 

link on Wisepay. Please note that the workshop is limited to 105 places only, so it will operate on a first-come-first-

serve basis. 

 

If you have any further questions, then please get 

in contact via email – jfl@goffs.herts.sch.uk. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Jennifer Collingwood 

Head of Geography 

 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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Opportunities at Goffs 
 

We are currently recruiting for various exciting roles at Goffs, and always want to ensure we have the highest calibre of 

staff in all posts. Details of current vacancies are available on the school website (accessed by the following link - 

Vacancies). 

If you, or anyone you know, is interested in any of the vacancies advertised, please do not hesitate to contact the HR 

Team by emailing hr@generationsmat.herts.sch.uk.  

 

 

Parking Reminder 

A polite reminder that the school layby is closed for vehicle access between 8.00am and 8.30am, and 2.40pm and 

3.10pm, each day. This is to enable the large number of students who are entering and leaving the school site, to do so 

safely. Please note that vehicles are not permitted to be parked in the layby, other than within the marked bays.  

Thank you for your co-operation; it is essential in enabling students to access and leave the school site safely. 

 

 

 

Updated – 13th September 2022 

Extra-Curricular Clubs – Alphabetical  

Event Day Room Time Organiser 

Basketball & Table Tennis KS3  Mon 1 & 2 Sports Hall Lunch 
Wk 1 Mr Roles 
Wk 2 Miss Rowe 

Basketball & Table Tennis KS3  Fri 1 & 2 Sports Hall Lunch Mr Ashdown 

Boxing: Invite only Wed & Fri1& 2 Fitness suite 
After 
School 

External 

Chess Club KS3 Tue 1 & 2 WK1 S04 & WK2 S05 Lunch Mrs Young 

Chess Club (Friday) Fri 1 & 2 S05 Lunch Mrs Young 

Combined Cadet Force (CCF) (Y9 
onwards) 

Tues & Thurs 
1&2 

TBC 
After 
School 

Mr Gill & Miss Crichton 

Crest Club Thurs 1 & 2 S10 Lunch 
Mrs Nicholson & Mr 
Hopwood 

Dance Club - Y7 & 8 Thu 1 & 2 Studio 
After 
School 

Miss Ball & Miss Fleet 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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Dance Club - Y9, 10 & 11 Wed 1 & 2 Studio 
After 
School 

Miss Ball 

Debate Club - Mayor's Debate KS3 Tues 1 & 2 F25 Lunch Miss King 

GCSE Drama Revision Thurs  G08 Lunch Miss Holland 

Duke of Edinburgh Club - Y10 Wed 1 A03 
After 
School 

Mrs Swaile 

Football (Boys) Y 7 -9 Wed 1& 2 Astro 
After 
School 

Mr Spaul & Mr Ashdown 

Football (Boys) Y10 & 11 Wed 1 & 2 Field 
After 
School 

Mr Roles 

Football (Girls): All years Thurs 1 & 2 Astro 
After 
School 

Mrs Mitchell 

Gaming Club KS3 Fri 2  G10 Lunch Mrs Nessa 

Hooked On Books Club Wed 1 & 2 LRC Lunch Mrs Trippier 

Inter Form Football: Y7 Fri 1 & 2 Astro 
After 
School 

Mr Ashdown  

Keyboard Club  Thu 1 & 2 F01 Lunch Mr Taken 

Music Club - GCSE Wed 1 & 2 F01 
After 
School 

Mr Taken 

Netball Performance: Y7 & 8 Mon 1 & 2 Netball Courts 
After 
School 

Miss Rowe & Miss 
Hockley  

Netball Performance: Y9 & 10 Wed 1 & 2 Netball Courts 
After 
School 

Miss Rowe & Miss 
Hockley  

Netball Development: All years Fri 1 & 2 Netball Courts 
After 
School 

Miss Rowe 

Psychology Club KS4 Tues 1 S17 Lunch Mrs Holman 

Rugby (Boys) Y9 &10 Mon 1&2 Field 
After 
School 

Mr Lewis & GSA 

Rugby (Boys) Y7 & 8 Thurs 1& 2 Field 
After 
School 

Mr Lewis & GSA 

Science Club KS3 Wed 1 & 2 S01 
After 
School 

Mrs Edu-Okafor & Mr 
Arshad 

Table Tennis: All years Mon 1 & 2 Sports Hall 
After 
School 

Mr Spaul, Mr Roles & Mr 
Ashdown  

Textiles Club: GCSE Wed 1 & 2 F05 
After 
School 

Mrs Abazi 

The Space 
Mon & Wed 1 
& 2 

F26 
Lunch 
(KS3) 

Mrs Battams 

Homework/Reading Club  
Week 1 Mon - 
Thurs 3.05pm 
-4pm  

G09 
After 
School 

Mrs Bumstead  

Homework/Reading Club  
Week 2 Mon-
Wed-Thurs 
3.05pm-4pm  

G09 
After 
School 

Mrs Bumstead  
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Flyers 
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