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Calendar of upcoming events 

 

Week 2 

 

Tuesday 13th September – T2 – Students leave school at 2.10pm due to staff training 

Thursday 15th September – School closes at 12.20 due to Secondary Transfer evening 

Friday 16th September – School Closed to students due to INSET day 

 

Week 1 

Monday 19th September  – Form time starts at 8.25am, for all year groups. Students to arrive in school by 8.23am 

Tuesday 20th September – Year 12 Parent Information Evening at 5.30pm 

Tuesday 20th September – Year 13 Parent Information Evening at 6.30pm 
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General Notices 

 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

You will of course all be aware of the announcement yesterday evening, of the passing of Her Majesty The Queen. 

I have spoken to all students today to acknowledge this event of such national significance. In the coming days, we will 

hold assemblies with all year groups to commemorate the life of Her Majesty and to mark the period of national 

mourning. Buckingham Palace will declare the details and time for marking a period of silence, which we will of course 

observe as a school community. 

As I have highlighted to students and staff today, it is important to remember that a time of mourning can affect us all in 

different ways. Our school is a safe space for students to ask any questions that they may have, as well as providing the 

security and familiarity which comes from the normal routines of our school community. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Mark Ellis 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/


 
 

www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 
back to the top 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I write as we come to the end of the first full week of term. It has been excellent to see students back in school and 

getting stuck into their learning across all subjects. I am particularly pleased with the consistently high standard of 

uniform across the school. As per my letter at the start of term, a reminder that if students are not in correct uniform, 

they will be required to work in isolation until the issue is resolved. 

A reminder that on Thursday 15th September 2022 we will hold our Open Evening for prospective parents and students. 

As per the school calendar, and to enable preparations for such a busy evening, students will leave school early on 

Thursday, at 12.20pm. Thank you in advance, to the large number of students who are returning to school for Open 

Evening, to act as guides for visitors, and as helpers in various departments around the school. This is essential to 

ensure the event runs smoothly, and our visitors always enjoy talking to current students about life at Goffs. A reminder 

that Friday 16th September 2022 is an Inset day – students will not attend school on this date. 

Next week, we will be talking to all students about the range of extra-curricular opportunities which are available to 

them. This includes our clubs programme (a full list of clubs is included later in the bulletin), a range of trips, as well as 

our Goffs Community Groups. Please do encourage students to get involved in these activities. 

When it arrives, I wish all parents, carers, and students an excellent weekend. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Mark Ellis 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/


 
 

www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 
back to the top 

 

 

 

School Policy on Attendance – Year 7 – Year 11 

At Goffs Academy we believe that attending school regularly is one of the foundations of successful learning, and 

helping to prepare students for the world of work and adult life. As we start a new academic year here at Goffs, it is 

important that all parents and carers are fully aware of the high expectations we have regarding students’ attendance. 

We expect every student to attend school and to be punctual.  Parents have a legal obligation to ensure that their child 

gets to school every day and on time, unless the reason for the absence is unavoidable. 

Notification must be provided by parents or carers for all absences from school on a daily basis, including any half day 

absences. The decision as to whether to authorise the absence rests with the school.  Therefore, information about the 

cause of any absence is always needed. If your child is going to be absent, please use the following procedures to 

contact the school: 

Telephone: 01992 630443 option 3 

Email: attendance@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Communication must be received by 8.23am. In the event that communication has not been received parents will 

receive an email and/or text message asking for a reason for the absence.  

Any absence where the school does not receive information from the family or when the reason for the absence is one 

that the school cannot authorise is recorded as an unauthorised absence. Repeated sessions of unauthorised absences 

are likely to result in the parent/carer being served a Fixed Penalty Notice or summons to court. Unauthorised absences 

could also result in a referral to Childrens Services.  This is because failing to ensure your child attends school on a 

regular basis may be considered a safeguarding matter. 

Each student is expected to attend school everyday and those students who do will be rewarded by their Form Tutor, 

Director of Learning, and/or SLT link. Rewards will be given on a half termly basis for all students who have 100% 

attendance and these will be communicated with home.  

Why is regular attendance so important? 

Being in school every day that it is open, is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing, and their wider 

development. Evidence shows that the students with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the 

best GCSE and A Level results. 

Here’s what the national data shows: 

• Students with higher attainment at KS2 and KS4 had lower levels of absence over the key stage compared to 

those with lower attainment. 
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• Students who did not achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths in 2019 had an overall 

absence rate of 4.7% over the key stage, compared with 3.5% among students who achieved the expected 

standard and 2.7% among those who achieved the higher standard. 

• Students who did not achieve grade 9 to 4 in English and maths GCSEs in 2019 had an overall absence rate of 

8.8% over the key stage, compared with 5.2% among students who achieved a grade 4 and 3.7% among 

students who achieved grade 9 to 5 in both English and maths. 

 

If at any point, you have concerns about your child’s attendance please do not hesitate to contact our Attendance 

Officer, Mrs Dettmar, or your child’s Director of Learning.  

Kind regards, 

Kate Dawson 

Assistant Principal 

 

PE Expectations 

In a PE department, we have a set of expectations which enable lessons to run smoothly and maximise the enjoyment 

and progress of students. This also enables us to ensure students participate safely, and that our excellent facilities are 

kept in good condition. 

The following expectations will be explained to all students in their first lesson of PE and I would appreciate it if you can 

support us with them: 

Kit – Students are expected to bring kit for every PE lesson regardless of whether they are injured or not. In the case of 

an injury, a note, preferably sent via email to the class teacher, must be sent in advance of the lesson and they must 

then get changed into their kit. The note needs to relate to a clear injury that will prevent them from participating in 

physical activity. Students who are injured will still go with their class and act as referees, coaches or helpers so may still 

go outside and must be clothed appropriately for the conditions. With the inclement weather in England, I feel it is 

appropriate for students to wear their PE kit for lessons, regardless of whether they are physically participating in 

activities or not. This enables students to get changed out of damp clothing in the case of wet weather or sweat from 

the heat, and place on their clean and dry uniform. The only exception to this rule is if students cannot physically get 

changed such as a broken limb or a back injury which makes it difficult to change. This must be mentioned in the note if 

it is not obvious to staff to avoid any issues.  

Weather – Students should expect to have lessons outside even if it is cold or raining. Therefore they should bring 

appropriate clothing for such conditions such as a Goffs tracksuit over their PE kit to ensure they are warm. It is 

important to note on extremely hot days, extra fluids and sun cream is strongly advised. 

Trainers – Appropriate sports trainers should be worn for practical lessons. No ‘Converse style’ trainers are acceptable 

as they do not provide enough stability or grip when participating in sport. When participating in any activity on the 
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Astro, students must wear astroturf trainers or moulded boots - no flat soled trainers or metal studded boots will be 

allowed, and therefore your child will not participate. 

Jewellery – No jewellery of any kind should be worn during PE lessons. 

Aerosols – These are banned in school due to asthma issues, so roll-on deodorants are advisable should students want 

to use them. 

Sanctions and rewards – Students will receive a 5 minute detention should they not bring with them one item of their 

PE kit (i.e forget their trainers), a 20 minute detention should they forget their whole kit. If they forget their whole kit on 

more than one occasion per half term or are consistent offenders, it will go straight to a C3/45 minute after school 

detention. Students will be awarded House points for positive performances, excellent progress or sportspersonship. 

We also run a Sports Stars award each half term for students who have excelled in an area of PE, extra curricular or their 

sports outside of school. We do not always hear from the students about their achievements in sport outside of school, 

so please do contact me if you feel your child has excelled. Good examples of this were for students who have reached 

County/District or National finals, being accepted onto academies, placing in major competitions etc. 

If you have any queries regarding PE and Sport, please do not hesitate to contact me and I thank you in advance for your 

support with the above. 

Kind regards, 

Mr Ashdown 

Head of Physical Education 
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Tassomai parent reports – Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 

The Science Department has subscribed to Tassomai, which is an online adaptive learning program that helps students 

improve their knowledge of the GCSE Science curriculum. This forms their weekly Science homework, and students are 

expected to complete at least 4 out of 7 of their daily goals. Students will be awarded an R2 for completing 4/7 daily 

goals + 65% accuracy and an R3 for completing 6+/7 daily goals + 65% accuracy. Failure to complete a satisfactory 

number of daily goals will result in a C2 detention, which will be escalated to a C3 for persistent non-completion. 

Tassomai works on a principle of little and often. Students have to login and complete multiple-choice quizzes on at 

least 4 separate days each week. Tassomai uses an algorithm that prioritises areas of the Science curriculum that 

require strengthening to further develop knowledge. Studies have shown that students learn more when they work for 

concentrated, short bursts every day, frequently switching between topics and returning to them at strategically timed 

intervals. Tassomai engages students through frequent quizzing and instant feedback which is proven to be the most 

effective way to embed knowledge. Your child can download the Tassomai app from Google Play or the App Store.  

I have instructed Tassomai to send you an email with a request to set up a parent account. If you decide to sign up you 

will receive weekly personalised reports, which detail how much work your child has done on Tassomai that week. The 

report will inform you where your child’s strengths and weaknesses are. Setting up weekly reports allows you to be 

more involved in your child’s learning and it helps with student buy-in by encouraging engagement from home. You will 

be set up with an ‘overseer’ account, which enables you to access your child’s Tree in order to identify the exact areas 

they need to be focusing on. Parent reports will be sent every Monday.  

Kind regards, 

Mr A Hopwood 

Head of Science 
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Reading Test – Year 7 to  Year 11 

I am writing to inform you that the first round of reading assessments will take place the week beginning 12th 

September, for two weeks ending on Friday 23rd September. Your child will complete the assessment in either their 

Literacy lesson (for years 7 -9) or English lesson (for years 10 - 11). The assessment should take no longer than 40 

minutes, and questions are automatically presented based on your child’s ability as they complete them. For us to 

monitor your child’s reading skills, it is imperative that your child completes all the questions and completes the 

assessment to the best of their ability. 

To prepare for the reading assessment your child should be completing at least two Bedrock Learning lessons a week at 

home and reading for a minimum of 30 minutes each day. Your child can access Bedrock Learning from the following 

link: https://bedrocklearning.org/ and can now access the site using their school email login details (by selecting the 

OFFICE365 box) or old logins allocated last year.  

If you have any questions or need any further support, please do not hesitate to contact me. You can also access more 

support on the Literacy section of the school website. 

Kind regards, 

Natasha Stewart 

Director of Literacy and Communication 
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Extra-Curricular Clubs – Alphabetical  
Event Day Room Time Organiser 

Basketball & Table Tennis KS3  Mon 1 & 2 Sports Hall Lunch 
Wk 1 Mr Roles 
Wk 2 Miss Rowe 

Basketball & Table Tennis KS3  Fri 1 & 2 Sports Hall Lunch Mr Ashdown 

Boxing: Invite only Wed & Fri1& 2 Fitness suite After School External 

Chess Club KS3 Tue 1 & 2 
WK1 S04 & WK2 
S05 

Lunch Mrs Young 

Chess Club (Friday) Fri 1 & 2 S05 Lunch Mrs Young 

Combined Cadet Force (CCF) (Y9 
onwards) 

Tues & Thurs 
1&2 

TBC After School Mr Gill & Miss Crichton 

Crest Club Thurs 1 & 2 S10 Lunch 
Mrs Nicholson & Mr 
Hopwood 

Dance Club - Y7 & 8 Thu 1 & 2 Studio After School Miss Ball & Miss Fleet 

Dance Club - Y9, 10 & 11 Wed 1 & 2 Studio After School Miss Ball 

Debate Club - Mayor's Debate KS3 Tues 1 & 2 F25 Lunch Miss King 

Drama/Music/Dance Wed/Thurs G08/FACT/F02 After School 
Miss Holland, Miss Myers, 
Mr Taken, Miss Ball 

GCSE Drama Revision Thurs  G08 Lunch Miss Holland 

Duke of Edinburgh Club - Y10 Wed 1 A03 After School Mrs Swaile 

Football (Boys) Y 7 -9 Wed 1& 2 Astro After School Mr Spaul & Mr Ashdown 

Football (Boys) Y10 & 11 Wed 1 & 2 Field After School Mr Roles 

Football (Girls) : All years Thurs 1 & 2 Astro After School Mrs Mitchell 

Gaming Club KS3 Fri 2  G10 Lunch Mrs Nessa 

Hooked On Books Club Wed 1 & 2 LRC Lunch Mrs Trippier 

Inter Form Football: Y7 Fri 1 & 2 Astro After School Mr Ashdown  

Keyboard Club  Thu 1 & 2 F01 Lunch Mr Taken 

Music Club - GCSE Wed 1 & 2 F01 After School Mr Taken 

Netball Performance : Y9 & 10 Wed 1 & 2 Netball Courts After School Miss Rowe & Miss Holland  

Netball Development: All years Fri 1 & 2 Netball Courts After School Miss Rowe 

Psychology Club KS4 Tues 1 S17 Lunch Mrs Holman 

Rugby (Boys) Y9 &10 Mon 1&2 Field After School Mr Lewis & GSA 

Rugby (Boys) Y7 & 8 Thurs 1& 2 Field After School Mr Lewis & GSA 
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Science Club KS3 Wed 1 & 2 S01 After School 
Mrs Edu-Okafor & Mr 
Arshad 

Table Tennis: All years Mon 1 & 2 Sports Hall After School 
Mr Spaul, Mr Roles & Mr 
Ashdown  

Textiles Club  Mon 1 & 2 F05 After School Mrs Abazi 

The Space 
Mon & Wed 1 
& 2 

F26 Lunch (KS3) Mrs Battams 

Homework/Reading  Club  
Week 1 Mon - 
Thurs 3.05pm -
4pm  

G09 After School Mrs Bumstead  

Homework/Reading Club  
Week 2 Mon-
Wed-Thurs 
3.05pm-4pm  

G09 After School Mrs Bumstead  

 

 

Message from Arrivia Regarding Industrial Action 

Following two days of industrial action across the Region this week, Unite have confirmed further strike action will take 

place on Friday 16th, Tuesday 20th and Friday 30th September. Strike action will also impact our Arriva Click services in 

Watford.  

This will be disappointing news for our customers.  

We have put forward a significant pay offer for our employees, which recognises the great work that they do and 

reflects the unprecedented cost-of-living challenge facing the region.  However, any pay rise has to be affordable in 

order to protect the long-term sustainability of the bus network.  We urge Unite the union to work with us by 

suspending strike action and allow members to vote on this increase. 

The link below will provide you with further updates 

https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/latest-news/-bedfordshire-buckinghamshire-and-hertfordshire-industrial-action 
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