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Calendar of upcoming events 

 

Week 2 

Tuesday 11th October -  T2 – Students leave school at 2.10pm due to staff training 

Wednesday 12th October – Year 7 East school trip 

Thursday 13th October – Year 7 West school trip 

Thursday 13th October – Year 7 - Meet the Tutor evening 

 

 

Week 1 

Wednesday 19th October – Non Uniform Day (details below) 

Thursday 20th October – Year 7 Halloween Disco (details below) 

Friday 21st October – Last day of half-term, usual finish time 
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General Notices 

 

Arbor 

Thanks for your engagement while we have been moving over to Arbor as our home learning platform. 

There have been several questions regarding the submit button on Arbor so I am emailing with a link to explain how this 

works https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360006651877-The-Student-Portal-Quick-tips-for-

students 

A reminder that all students should have now logged in, using their individual username (also their school email 

address) and password (sent to them on their school email). Students should refer any technical issues to their form 

tutor, in the first instance. Students are only able to access Arbor via the website, and not through the App. 

Sanctions for incomplete home learning will apply and students can always ask their teacher for clarification when a 

task is set. 

Katie Saunders 

SLT Administrator 

 

 

Lift Key 

If your child has ever had an injury and required a lift key in school, please can you check with them that they have 

returned it to, if not please ask them to return it to Student Reception as soon as possible. 
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Year 7 Halloween Disco 

It is my pleasure to inform you that Goffs’ Academy’s annual year 7 ‘Halloween Disco’ will take place on Thursday 20th 

October. The disco will be held in the school hall from 5.30pm till 7.30pm. Tickets cost £3 and will be available to 

purchase from G08 each lunch-time next week (10th – 14th October). Students should attend in a Halloween fancy dress 

as there will be a competition for best costume. On the evening, students can pay £1 to enter the ‘Haunted Walk’ which 

is set up and run by the Drama department. Refreshments will also be available to purchase at the event, if your child 

wishes to purchase these they will need to have change with them. All proceeds from the Halloween Disco will go to our 

new school charity which will be announced at the end of this half term.  

Please feel free to contact me on EMy@goffs.herts.sch.uk if you require further information.  

Kind regards, 

Miss E Myers 

Community Lead  

 

 

Non Uniform Day 

 

I am writing to inform you of our first non-uniform day this year which will be taking place on Wednesday 19th October 

2022. Students are permitted to come to school in their own clothes, however, all normal make up, jewellery and nail 

restrictions still apply. If students are timetabled to have PE on this day, they must bring in their full kit, alongside any 

other equipment they need for the day including their timetable. To attend in their own clothes students will be asked 

to donate a £1 on the morning of 19th with all proceeds going to our new school charity. Our school charity will be voted 

for and announced just prior to our non-uniform day so students will be informed of this nearer the time.   

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss E Myers 

Community Lead 

 

  

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
mailto:EMy@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 
 

www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 
back to the top 

 

 

Goffs Literacy Hub        
Word of the week challenge- week beginning 10th October 

 

 : AMBIGUOUS  

 

 

 

What’s the challenge?  

You must use the ‘word of the week’ in the correct context, where possible. You can use the word in any subject, 

outside of school and with peers either verbally or in written form. Remember if you use the word in an impressive way, 

you may be rewarded by your teacher. Enjoy advancing your use of vocabulary and good luck! 

Why are we doing this?   

Here at Goffs one of our main priorities is to ensure that all our students leave school being effective and confident 

communicators. Therefore, we have committed ourselves to explicitly teaching our students a broad repertoire if 

sophisticated vocabulary, to help give them a head start. 

Reminder: 

We strongly encourage all parents and careers to encourage their children to read for a minimum of 30 minutes 

each night. As a school we support each of our students in their reading journey, in becoming fluent readers. We 

strongly advocate that students are reading for pleasure, as well as academic use and offer a broad range of texts 

in our LRC. Please refer to the LRC section of the school website, if you require any further support with reading. 

Here you can find tailored strategies, that suit your child’s reading age and style: 

 

Support At Home - Goffs Academy 

For any further questions queries contact: Miss Stewart (Director of Literacy and Communication)  

Read it: Ambiguous  

Say it: [AM] + [BIG] + [YOO] + [UHS] 

Define it: Open to more than one interpretation or not having one obvious meaning. Unclear. 

Use it: “This English text is very ambiguous,” said the student. 

Partly cloudy with a chance of rain makes for an ambiguous weather forecast. 

Synonyms: Ambivalent      Equivocal      Obscure      Enigmatic 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/2064/support-at-home
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GSK Virtual Work Experience Oct 2022 

 

Monday 24th October to Thursday 27th October 2022 

GSK's Virtual Work Experience 2022 will provide GCSE and A level students (Years 10 to 13) with the opportunity to: 

 

•Learn about how GSK takes products from molecule to market 

•Learn about different career opportunities in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

•Gain job application hints and tips 

•Gain an industry-accredited Bronze Industrial Cadets Award 

 Applications will close on Wednesday 12th October 2022 at the latest.  

 

sign up using the QR code or the link below: 

https://survey.gsk.com/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=l8K07m3M3 

  

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
https://survey.gsk.com/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=l8K07m3M3


 
 

www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 
back to the top 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award 2022/23 – Year 10 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is an excellent opportunity for your child to develop leadership and teamwork skills, 

as well as enabling them to become a more resilient individual who can adapt and solve problems effectively. 

 

The award has 4 components which must be completed in full to obtain the award: 

 

1. Skill – students complete a minimum of 3 months learning or developing a skill (e.g. photography, musical 

instrument) 

2. Volunteering – students complete a minimum of 3 months volunteering in or outside of school (e.g. helping at 

a charity shop, football coaching) 

3. Physical – students complete a minimum of 3 months improving their physical activity (e.g. training for a half 

marathon, netball club) 

4. Practical – students complete 2 expeditions (each 2 days/1 nights in lowland countryside – students will 

complete 6 hours of activity, including a 12km walk each day, carrying a full backpack) 

 

Further information on each component can be found at: https://www.dofe.org/do/  

 

Duke of Edinburgh Club 

In order to prepare for the expedition component of the course we will be running sessions aimed at developing 

the vital skills needed to complete the expedition successfully. Topics to be covered include: map skills and 

navigation, route-planning, first-aid and camp-craft.  A timetable will be issued to participating students next half 

term. These sessions will run fortnightly on a Wednesday after school, week 1 until 3.45pm.  Attendance is 

compulsory and a register will be taken.  Students who do not attend sessions regularly will not be able to 

complete the award and their place will be given to another student. 

 

Expedition Dates 

Practise Expedition – 22nd-23rd April 2023 – Lee Valley 

Assessed Expedition – 24th-25th June 2023 – Chilterns 

 

Capacity and Cost 

A payment of £150 is required to secure your child’s place on the award, payable once they have been selected. 

This covers; 

 

• DofE enrolment fee – this is charged by DofE for all students who wish to complete the award and gives them a 

log book and edofe login 

• Operating Licence Fee – the school is charged by Hertfordshire County Council an Operating fee to run the 

award scheme 

• Use of all camping equipment (apart from footwear and sleeping bag).  Any loss or damage to this equipment 

will incur additional charges. 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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Additional costs may be required to pay towards the expeditions. We do not want cost to be a barrier to 

participation, therefore if you require or are eligible for financial assistance please contact the finance department 

at finance@generationsmat.herts.sch.uk to discuss the options available. 

 

A maximum of 35 students can complete the award this year. Behaviour and attitude will be considered when 

making the final decision on whether your child is able to participate.  Please note if your child is on amber or red 

report at the commencement of the expedition component, they will not be able to complete the award and their 

deposit will not be refunded. 

 

Application 

If your child wishes to complete the award, they will need to send a written application via email to Mrs Swaile by 

Friday 21st October 2022.  Their application should explain why they wish to partake in the Bronze award and how 

they will overcome any obstacles, such as balancing schoolwork and Duke of Edinburgh requirements.  We guide 

and encourage students to complete all four sections of the award and will seriously consider applicants who wish 

to complete the whole award, not just the expedition.   

 

Finally, if you have any questions about the award, please don’t hesitate to contact me via email at 

ESw@goffs.herts.sch.uk. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs Swaile 

 

Teacher of Geography 

DofE Coordinator 

(Wednesday – Friday) 

 

  

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award 2022/23 – Year 12 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is an excellent opportunity for your child to develop leadership and teamwork skills, as 

well as enabling them to become a more resilient individual who can adapt and solve problems effectively. 

 

The award has 4 components which must be completed in full in order to obtain the award: 

 

1. Skill – students complete a minimum of 6 months learning or developing a skill (e.g. photography, musical 

instrument) 

2. Volunteering – students complete a minimum of 3 months volunteering in or outside of school (e.g. helping at a 

charity shop, football coaching) 

3. Physical – students complete a minimum of 3 months improving their physical activity (e.g. training for a half 

marathon, netball club) 

4. Practical – students complete 2 expeditions (each 3 days/2 nights in lowland countryside – students will 

complete 6 hours of activity, including a 15km walk each day, carrying a full backpack) 

 

If you didn’t do Bronze, you can still take part.  You must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or 

the longer of the Physical or Skills sections. 

 

Further information on each component can be found at: https://www.dofe.org/do/  

 

Expedition Dates 

Practise Expedition – 5th-7th May 2023 – Chilterns 

Assessed Expedition – 9th-11th June 2023 – location tbc 

 

Capacity and Cost 

A payment of £200 is required to secure your child’s place on the award, payable once they have been selected. 

This covers; 

 

• DofE enrolment fee – this is charged by DofE for all students who wish to complete the award and gives them a 

log book and edofe login 

• Operating Licence Fee – the school is charged by Hertfordshire County Council an Operating fee to run the award 

scheme 

• Use of all camping equipment (apart from footwear and sleeping bag).  Any loss or damage to this equipment 

will incur additional charges 

 

Additional costs may be required to pay towards the expeditions. We do not want cost to be a barrier to 

participation, therefore if you require or are eligible for financial assistance please contact the finance department at 

finance@generationsmat.herts.sch.uk to discuss the options available. 

 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.dofe.org/do/
mailto:finance@generationsmat.herts.sch.uk


 
 

www.goffs.herts.sch.uk 
back to the top 

 

A maximum of 21 students can complete the award this year. Behaviour and attitude will be considered when 

making the final decision on whether or not your child is able to participate. Please note if your child is on amber or 

red report at the commencement of the expedition component, they will not be able to complete the award and 

their deposit will not be refunded. 

 

Application 

If your child wishes to complete the award, they will need to send a written application via email to Mrs Swaile by 

Friday 21st October 2022.  Their application should explain why they wish to partake in the Silver award and how 

they will overcome any obstacles, such as balancing schoolwork and Duke of Edinburgh requirements.  We guide and 

encourage students to complete all four sections of the award and will seriously consider applicants who wish to 

complete the whole award, not just the expedition.   

 

Finally, if you have any questions about the award, please don’t hesitate to contact me via email at 

ESw@goffs.herts.sch.uk. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs Swaile 

 

Teacher of Geography 

DofE Coordinator 

(Wednesday – Friday) 
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Previously issued 

 

Opportunities at Goffs 

We are currently recruiting for various exciting roles at Goffs, and always want to ensure we have the highest calibre of 

staff in all posts. Details of current vacancies are available on the school website (accessed by the following link - 

Vacancies). 

If you, or anyone you know, is interested in any of the vacancies advertised, please do not hesitate to contact the HR 
Team by emailing hr@generationsmat.herts.sch.uk.  
 

 

Parking Reminder 

A polite reminder that the school layby is closed for vehicle access between 8.00am and 8.30am, and 2.40pm and 

3.10pm, each day. This is to enable the large number of students who are entering and leaving the school site, to do so 

safely. Please note that vehicles are not permitted to be parked in the layby, other than within the marked bays.  

Thank you for your co-operation; it is essential in enabling students to access and leave the school site safely. 

 

Free School Meals 

Each year, we review the list of students who are eligible to receive free school meals (FSM). We want to ensure that all 

students who are eligible for FSM are able to receive this. Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any 

of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no 

more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year 

(after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/257/vacancies
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If your child does not currently receive FSM, and you think they might be eligible to do so, parents should apply online 

via the Hertfordshire County Council website (link below). Hertfordshire advise that the application process only takes 

around 5 minutes. 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-

meals.aspx#year3 

If making an application to receive FSM, please also inform the school, by emailing 

studentreception@goffs.herts.sch.uk, or by calling 01992 630443. If you are unsure whether your child is eligible, or 

have any questions regarding the application process, please do contact the school 

If your child already receives FSM, you do not need to take any further action. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

External Hirers and Lifestyle Fitness  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

As you are aware, as part of the school's safeguarding procedures, no external visitors are permitted on the school site 

during the day, unless all required safeguarding checks have taken place.  

Outside of the normal school day times, school facilities are regularly used by external hirers - for example in the 

evenings, weekends, and during school holidays. As well as developing partnerships with various community partners, 

income from lettings activities goes directly into investing in additional support for our students. Activities run by 

external hirers take place from 4.30pm on school days, and those leading activities will arrive on the school site from 

4.15pm to set up and prepare for these sessions.  

Therefore, please note that members of the public will access the school site, and sports facilities, from 4.15pm. It is 

important that if students are still on the school site, for example for after-school clubs, they are aware of this. While I 

think this is highly unlikely, if a student has any concern regarding the behaviour of any member of the public, they 

should report this to a member of school staff immediately.   

A number of our older students choose to remain in school to study independently following the end of the school day. 

While we are very happy for students to do so, we ask that all students leave the school site by 5.30pm.  

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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On a related note, it is pleasing to see that so many students have chosen to take advantage of the 'Teen Gym' 

membership from Lifestyle Fitness, to enable use of the gym between 3.15pm and 4.30pm. It is important to highlight 

to parents that for those who are gym members, this contract is arranged between parents and Lifestyle Fitness. The 

school does not have involvement in or responsibility for these sessions; they are not supervised by members of school 

staff, and the gym is also attended by members of the public during these times.  

If you have any questions regarding the use of the school site by external hirers, or regarding students accessing the 

Lifestyle Fitness gym, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.  

Yours faithfully,  

Mark Ellis  

Principal  

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Geography Year 8 

As part of the Year 8 Geography course, during October, your child will be studying a unit on Crime. This unit will involve 

students studying the connections between types of crime and their geographical location, as well as how places can be 

adapted to reduce levels of crime. 

As part of their assessment for this unit, there will be a fieldwork opportunity available for your child. The students will 

be visiting two different sites in the local area in walking distance from school and will be completing activities such as 

an Environmental Quality Survey, Litter Survey and identifying any methods in place to reduce the level of crime. This 

will prove to be an invaluable experience for your child and will allow them to develop a greater understanding of how 

human fieldwork data can be collected in preparation for the GCSE course. 

Both of these fieldtrips will take place during their Geography lessons in order to minimise the impact on their other 

subjects. The students will be working in small groups and will be supervised by a member of staff during their data 

collection. Students will be completing the fieldwork in their school uniform and will be advised to bring a suitable warm 

coat depending on the weather. 

Your child will be told by their class teacher the dates of their fieldwork collection the week before it commences and 

they will be instructed to bring a coat. This will be set as a reminder on Doddle too.  

If, for any reason, you would prefer that your son/daughter does not take part in this fieldwork outside of the school 

site, please contact me by email. If you have any further questions, then please get in contact via email – 

jfl@goffs.herts.sch.uk. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Jennifer Collingwood 

Head of Geography 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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Updated – 13th September 2022 

Extra-Curricular Clubs – Alphabetical  

Event Day Room Time Organiser 

Basketball & Table Tennis KS3  Mon 1 & 2 Sports Hall Lunch 
Wk 1 Mr Roles 
Wk 2 Miss Rowe 

Basketball & Table Tennis KS3  Fri 1 & 2 Sports Hall Lunch Mr Ashdown 

Boxing: Invite only Wed & Fri1& 2 Fitness suite 
After 
School 

External 

Chess Club KS3 Tue 1 & 2 WK1 S04 & WK2 S05 Lunch Mrs Young 

Chess Club (Friday) Fri 1 & 2 S05 Lunch Mrs Young 

Combined Cadet Force (CCF) (Y9 
onwards) 

Tues & Thurs 
1&2 

TBC 
After 
School 

Mr Gill & Miss Crichton 

Crest Club Thurs 1 & 2 S10 Lunch 
Mrs Nicholson & Mr 
Hopwood 

Dance Club - Y7 & 8 Thu 1 & 2 Studio 
After 
School 

Miss Ball & Miss Fleet 

Dance Club - Y9, 10 & 11 Wed 1 & 2 Studio 
After 
School 

Miss Ball 

Debate Club - Mayor's Debate KS3 Tues 1 & 2 F25 Lunch Miss King 

GCSE Drama Revision Thurs  G08 Lunch Miss Holland 

Duke of Edinburgh Club - Y10 Wed 1 A03 
After 
School 

Mrs Swaile 

Football (Boys) Y 7 -9 Wed 1& 2 Astro 
After 
School 

Mr Spaul & Mr Ashdown 

Football (Boys) Y10 & 11 Wed 1 & 2 Field 
After 
School 

Mr Roles 

Football (Girls): All years Thurs 1 & 2 Astro 
After 
School 

Mrs Mitchell 

Gaming Club KS3 Fri 2  G10 Lunch Mrs Nessa 

Hooked On Books Club Wed 1 & 2 LRC Lunch Mrs Trippier 

Inter Form Football: Y7 Fri 1 & 2 Astro 
After 
School 

Mr Ashdown  

Keyboard Club  Thu 1 & 2 F01 Lunch Mr Taken 

Music Club - GCSE Wed 1 & 2 F01 
After 
School 

Mr Taken 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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Netball Performance: Y7 & 8 Mon 1 & 2 Netball Courts 
After 
School 

Miss Rowe & Miss 
Hockley  

Netball Performance: Y9 & 10 Wed 1 & 2 Netball Courts 
After 
School 

Miss Rowe & Miss 
Hockley  

Netball Development: All years Fri 1 & 2 Netball Courts 
After 
School 

Miss Rowe 

Psychology Club KS4 Tues 1 S17 Lunch Mrs Holman 

Rugby (Boys) Y9 &10 Mon 1&2 Field 
After 
School 

Mr Lewis & GSA 

Rugby (Boys) Y7 & 8 Thurs 1& 2 Field 
After 
School 

Mr Lewis & GSA 

Science Club KS3 Wed 1 & 2 S01 
After 
School 

Mrs Edu-Okafor & Mr 
Arshad 

Table Tennis: All years Mon 1 & 2 Sports Hall 
After 
School 

Mr Spaul, Mr Roles & Mr 
Ashdown  

Textiles Club: GCSE Wed 1 & 2 F05 
After 
School 

Mrs Abazi 

The Space 
Mon & Wed 1 
& 2 

F26 
Lunch 
(KS3) 

Mrs Battams 

Homework/Reading Club  
Week 1 Mon - 
Thurs 3.05pm 
-4pm  

G09 
After 
School 

Mrs Bumstead  

Homework/Reading Club  
Week 2 Mon-
Wed-Thurs 
3.05pm-4pm  

G09 
After 
School 

Mrs Bumstead  
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School Policy on Attendance – Year 7 – Year 11 

At Goffs Academy we believe that attending school regularly is one of the foundations of successful learning, and 

helping to prepare students for the world of work and adult life. As we start a new academic year here at Goffs, it is 

important that all parents and carers are fully aware of the high expectations we have regarding students’ attendance. 

We expect every student to attend school and to be punctual.  Parents have a legal obligation to ensure that their child 

gets to school every day and on time, unless the reason for the absence is unavoidable. 

Notification must be provided by parents or carers for all absences from school on a daily basis, including any half day 

absences. The decision as to whether to authorise the absence rests with the school.  Therefore, information about the 

cause of any absence is always needed. If your child is going to be absent, please use the following procedures to 

contact the school: 

Telephone: 01992 630443 option 3 

Email: attendance@goffs.herts.sch.uk 

Communication must be received by 8.23am. In the event that communication has not been received parents will 

receive an email and/or text message asking for a reason for the absence.  

Any absence where the school does not receive information from the family or when the reason for the absence is one 

that the school cannot authorise is recorded as an unauthorised absence. Repeated sessions of unauthorised absences 

are likely to result in the parent/carer being served a Fixed Penalty Notice or summons to court. Unauthorised absences 

could also result in a referral to Childrens Services.  This is because failing to ensure your child attends school on a 

regular basis may be considered a safeguarding matter. 

Each student is expected to attend school everyday and those students who do will be rewarded by their Form Tutor, 

Director of Learning, and/or SLT link. Rewards will be given on a half termly basis for all students who have 100% 

attendance and these will be communicated with home.  

Why is regular attendance so important? 

Being in school every day that it is open, is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing, and their wider 

development. Evidence shows that the students with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the 

best GCSE and A Level results. 

Here’s what the national data shows: 

• Students with higher attainment at KS2 and KS4 had lower levels of absence over the key stage compared to 

those with lower attainment. 

• Students who did not achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths in 2019 had an overall 

absence rate of 4.7% over the key stage, compared with 3.5% among students who achieved the expected 

standard and 2.7% among those who achieved the higher standard. 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/
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• Students who did not achieve grade 9 to 4 in English and maths GCSEs in 2019 had an overall absence rate of 

8.8% over the key stage, compared with 5.2% among students who achieved a grade 4 and 3.7% among 

students who achieved grade 9 to 5 in both English and maths. 

 

If at any point, you have concerns about your child’s attendance please do not hesitate to contact our Attendance 

Officer, Mrs Dettmar, or your child’s Director of Learning.  

Kind regards, 

Kate Dawson 

Assistant Principal 

 

PE Expectations 

In a PE department, we have a set of expectations which enable lessons to run smoothly and maximise the enjoyment 

and progress of students. This also enables us to ensure students participate safely, and that our excellent facilities are 

kept in good condition. 

The following expectations will be explained to all students in their first lesson of PE and I would appreciate it if you can 

support us with them: 

Kit – Students are expected to bring kit for every PE lesson regardless of whether they are injured or not. In the case of 

an injury, a note, preferably sent via email to the class teacher, must be sent in advance of the lesson and they must 

then get changed into their kit. The note needs to relate to a clear injury that will prevent them from participating in 

physical activity. Students who are injured will still go with their class and act as referees, coaches or helpers so may still 

go outside and must be clothed appropriately for the conditions. With the inclement weather in England, I feel it is 

appropriate for students to wear their PE kit for lessons, regardless of whether they are physically participating in 

activities or not. This enables students to get changed out of damp clothing in the case of wet weather or sweat from 

the heat, and place on their clean and dry uniform. The only exception to this rule is if students cannot physically get 

changed such as a broken limb or a back injury which makes it difficult to change. This must be mentioned in the note if 

it is not obvious to staff to avoid any issues.  

Weather – Students should expect to have lessons outside even if it is cold or raining. Therefore they should bring 

appropriate clothing for such conditions such as a Goffs tracksuit over their PE kit to ensure they are warm. It is 

important to note on extremely hot days, extra fluids and sun cream is strongly advised. 

Trainers – Appropriate sports trainers should be worn for practical lessons. No ‘Converse style’ trainers are acceptable 

as they do not provide enough stability or grip when participating in sport. When participating in any activity on the 

Astro, students must wear astroturf trainers or moulded boots - no flat soled trainers or metal studded boots will be 

allowed, and therefore your child will not participate. 

Jewellery – No jewellery of any kind should be worn during PE lessons. 
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Aerosols – These are banned in school due to asthma issues, so roll-on deodorants are advisable should students want 

to use them. 

Sanctions and rewards – Students will receive a 5 minute detention should they not bring with them one item of their 

PE kit (i.e forget their trainers), a 20 minute detention should they forget their whole kit. If they forget their whole kit on 

more than one occasion per half term or are consistent offenders, it will go straight to a C3/45 minute after school 

detention. Students will be awarded House points for positive performances, excellent progress or sportspersonship. 

We also run a Sports Stars award each half term for students who have excelled in an area of PE, extra curricular or their 

sports outside of school. We do not always hear from the students about their achievements in sport outside of school, 

so please do contact me if you feel your child has excelled. Good examples of this were for students who have reached 

County/District or National finals, being accepted onto academies, placing in major competitions etc. 

If you have any queries regarding PE and Sport, please do not hesitate to contact me and I thank you in advance for your 

support with the above. 

Kind regards, 

Mr Ashdown 

Head of Physical Education 
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Tassomai parent reports – Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 

The Science Department has subscribed to Tassomai, which is an online adaptive learning program that helps students 

improve their knowledge of the GCSE Science curriculum. This forms their weekly Science homework, and students are 

expected to complete at least 4 out of 7 of their daily goals. Students will be awarded an R2 for completing 4/7 daily 

goals + 65% accuracy and an R3 for completing 6+/7 daily goals + 65% accuracy. Failure to complete a satisfactory 

number of daily goals will result in a C2 detention, which will be escalated to a C3 for persistent non-completion. 

Tassomai works on a principle of little and often. Students have to login and complete multiple-choice quizzes on at 

least 4 separate days each week. Tassomai uses an algorithm that prioritises areas of the Science curriculum that 

require strengthening to further develop knowledge. Studies have shown that students learn more when they work for 

concentrated, short bursts every day, frequently switching between topics and returning to them at strategically timed 

intervals. Tassomai engages students through frequent quizzing and instant feedback which is proven to be the most 

effective way to embed knowledge. Your child can download the Tassomai app from Google Play or the App Store.  

I have instructed Tassomai to send you an email with a request to set up a parent account. If you decide to sign up you 

will receive weekly personalised reports, which detail how much work your child has done on Tassomai that week. The 

report will inform you where your child’s strengths and weaknesses are. Setting up weekly reports allows you to be 

more involved in your child’s learning and it helps with student buy-in by encouraging engagement from home. You will 

be set up with an ‘overseer’ account, which enables you to access your child’s Tree in order to identify the exact areas 

they need to be focusing on. Parent reports will be sent every Monday.  

Kind regards, 

Mr A Hopwood 

Head of Science 
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Flyers 
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