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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department 
 

Music 

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

To enable students to enthusiastically seek to further their musical knowledge and skills as a rounded musician. 
 
 

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7 (1 lesson every 2 weeks) 
To introduce, rehearse and develop key skills related to : 

 Performing with confidence 

 Rehearsal techniques 

 Aural ability 

 Creativity through improvisation and composition 

 Ensemble skills through collaboration with others 
 

 Various listening experiences 
in lessons 

 Visiting performers/bands etc. 

 Performance opportunities in 
concerts, assemblies etc. 

Year 8 To introduce, rehearse and develop more advanced key skills related to :  
(Continuation of above, plus -) 

 Musical notation 

 Structures and Form in music 

 Rhythmic control in performance 

 Creativity through improvisation, arranging and composition. 
 

 Various listening experiences 
in lessons 

 Visiting performers/bands etc. 

 Performance opportunities in 
concerts, assemblies etc. 

Year 9 Enrichment year 
The content will be focussed on developing general musical skills in preparation for the 
GCSE course which will be taught in years 10 and 11. 
The topics taught will be guided by the needs of each student and will vary from year to 
year. 
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They will include –  

 Performance experience to develop skills and confidence (Instrument choices 
will vary) 

 Aural development 

 Musical notation and theory 

 Composition techniques and the use of notation software (Sibelius) 

 Areas of Study for GCSE Listening and Appraising exam. 

Year 10 The content will be focussed on developing general musical skills and to prepare for the 
GCSE Listening exam, as well as beginning to produce performing and composing 
coursework. 
The topics taught will be guided by the needs of each student and will vary from year to 
year. 
They will include –  

 Performance experience to develop skills and confidence (Instrument choices 
will vary) 

 Aural development 

 Musical notation and theory 

 Composition techniques and the use of notation software (Sibelius) 

 Areas of Study for GCSE Listening and Appraising exam. 

As available, trips to concert 
performances of A Level Set Works or 
related genres/styles. 
 
 
Various listening experiences in lessons  
 
Visiting performers/bands etc. 
 
Performance opportunities in concerts, 
assemblies etc. 

Year 11 To build on, and develop, work produced in year 10. 
 The content will be focussed on developing general musical skills and to prepare for the 
GCSE Listening exam, as well as beginning to produce performing and composing 
coursework. 
The topics taught will be guided by the needs of each student and will vary from year to 
year. 
They will include –  

 Performance experience to develop skills and confidence (Instrument choices 
will vary) 

As available, trips to concert 
performances of A Level Set Works or 
related genres/styles. 
 
Various listening experiences in lessons  
 
Visiting performers/bands etc. 
 
Performance opportunities in concerts, 
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 Aural development 

 Musical notation and theory 

 Composition techniques and the use of notation software (Sibelius) 

 Areas of Study for GCSE Listening and Appraising exam. 

assemblies etc. 

Sixth Form Students will –  

 engage actively in the process of music study 

 develop performing skills to demonstrate an understanding of musical 
elements, style, sense of continuity, interpretation and expression 

 develop composing skills to demonstrate the manipulation of musical 
ideas and the use of musical devices and conventions 

 recognise the interdependence of musical knowledge, understanding and 
skill by making links between the integrated activities of performing, 
composing and appraising underpinned by attentive listening 

 broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster 
creativity 

 develop and extend the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to 
            communicate effectively as musicians 

 develop knowledge and understanding of a variety of instruments and 
styles, and of relevant approaches to both performing and composing 

 appraise contrasting genres, styles and traditions of music, and develop 
            understanding of musical contexts and a coherent awareness of musical 
            chronology 

 develop as effective, independent learners and as critical and reflective 
            thinkers with enquiring minds 

 reflect critically and make personal judgements on their own and others’ 
music 

 engage with, and extend appreciation of, the diverse heritage of music in 
            order to promote personal, social, intellectual and cultural development. 

As available, trips to concert 
performances of A Level Set Works or 
related genres/styles. 
 
 
Various listening experiences in lessons  
 
Visiting performers/bands etc. 
 
Performance opportunities in concerts, 
assemblies etc. 
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In making these decisions, please consider the following questions: 
 

1. Is the intent of your subject curriculum clear and explicit? Have you identified the knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
learners should be developing in each year group? 

2. Do students have the time to cover topics in sufficient depth (mastery)? What do you currently teach which could be 
removed? 

3. Is the curriculum sufficiently ambitious for all? Consider the source materials/texts used. 
4. What are the foundations of knowledge/skills required at KS3, in order for successful study at KS4? Try not to be ‘shackled’ 

by this…consider the importance of learning beyond the specification 
5. What opportunities and experiences could/should students have while studying your subject? (including trips/visits and 

practical activities) 
6. How does your long-term curriculum planning promote the desired changes in long-term memory? (e.g. sequencing, low-

stakes testing, interleaving) 

7. How does your curriculum link to the local context? 

8. How does your curriculum link to relevant employment opportunities (related to your subject area)? 
9. What method(s) will you use to assess progress? Are there opportunities for students to produce an authentic, high-

quality, ‘final product’? 
10. How will you ensure students have opportunities to read, and develop their breadth of vocabulary in your subject? What 

vocabulary do you take time to develop explicitly? 

11. Are there any curriculum areas where colleagues require professional development? 

 
 


