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29th October 2019 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Some of you may have seen this article, published online late afternoon yesterday 

- https://www.hertfordshiremercury.co.uk/news/hertfordshire-news/10-most-skint-hertfordshire-schools-3466141  

 

The 10 most skint Hertfordshire schools with large debts - 

Hertfordshire Mercury 

The 10 most skint Hertfordshire schools with large debts. 

One school is more than £1m in the red 

www.hertfordshiremercury.co.uk 

In a catalogue of poor reporting from the Mercury, this is a particularly poor and frustrating example. Ian and I are 

both angry and frustrated, and are following up today, plus asking for written clarification of the actual position.  

You will not of course be aware of the figures behind this. It is the case that the former Cheshunt School was allowed 

to run up a substantial deficit of over £1million. At the point that the Trust was approached about taking over the 

former Cheshunt School, it was a central “condition” that this deficit was fully cleared by the Local Authority, with no 

cost accruing to the Trust or Goffs. We can therefore categorically confirm that no cost accrued to us in any way, 

shape or form. Ian worked tirelessly to ensure that this was the case, and that the Trust's financial position was fully 

secured. The figures in this article refer to the former Cheshunt School, not Goffs-Churchgate. Goffs-Churchgate has 

run at a financial surplus ever since we took it on, exactly as Goffs does, with both schools recognised by the DfE as 

being in incredibly strong and secure financial positions.  

Ian and I are following up with both the Local Authority and the Mercury. The Local Authority themselves are 

bemused by some of the figures cited in this article. In terms of the article, we will be asking the paper for a written 

retraction/clarification of the facts. 

We hope that this letter provides reassurance, should any have been needed. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Alison Garner  Ian Denchfield 
Executive Principal         Chief Financial Officer 
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