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23rd March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
Exam Arrangements and Calculated Grades 

 
Firstly, I should express how impressed I was by our Year 11 and Year 13 students on Friday. Students were 
placed in a quite extraordinary situation, and the majority responded with emotional maturity and 
buoyancy. As I stated to students in assemblies on Friday, they remain part of our Goffs community, 
regardless of the fact that they will not be together under the same roof, at least for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
Although I am aware that many of you will be aware of this via news coverage, I am writing to draw your 
attention to the press release from Gavin Williamson, Education Secretary, which was published on Friday 
20th March. The press release in full can be read here; https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-
details-on-exams-and-grades-announced. 
 
Key points from this briefing are: 
 

 this year’s summer exam series, including A levels, GCSEs and other qualifications, have been 
cancelled 

 the priority is now to ensure affected students are not disadvantaged, and can move on as planned 
to the next stage of their lives 

 the aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of July 
 
With regard to how grades will be determined, I quote directly from the press release below: 
 
‘Ofqual will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade to each student which 
reflects their performance as fairly as possible, and will work with the exam boards to ensure this is 
consistently applied for all students. The exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their students 
well, to submit their judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have received if 
exams had gone ahead. 
 
To produce this, teachers will take into account a range of evidence and data including performance on 
mock exams and non-exam assessment – clear guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly will be 
provided to schools and colleges. The exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant 
data, including prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each student, 
which will be a best assessment of the work they have put in.’ 
 
As noted above, all schools await the specific guidance regarding how teachers will determine grades. As 
soon as additional guidance is provided, I will write to you further, to ensure full transparency. When the 
guidance is published, subject teachers will work on determining the calculated grades, ensuring the 
guidance and procedures are applied fairly and rigorously. 
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If students do not feel their calculated grade reflects their performance, they will have the opportunity to 
sit an exam at the earliest reasonable opportunity, once schools are open again. Students will also have the 
option to sit their exams in summer 2021, should they choose to do so. 
 
Please continue to reassure students that all measures are being taken to ensure that they are not 
disadvantaged. I will continue to communicate with you as and when further information is released. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

  
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 


