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21st January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, Students and Staff 
 
Re:  Covid-19 Testing Update 
 
As you will be aware, we are currently running a Covid-19 test centre at Goffs Academy for students and 
staff attending the in-school provision.  To date, this has been an extremely successful and efficient system, 
notwithstanding the additional cost and staff required to carry it out. 
 
When the government launched in-school testing, the objectives were: 
 

 To identify and isolate asymptomatic cases to break the chain of transmission.  The research suggests 
that a third of people are asymptomatic, meaning they can pass the virus on, but display no symptoms 
themselves 

 To regularly test staff so that schools can keep their staffing levels high and identify any cases quickly 

 To reduce the number of students who have to self-isolate as a result of being identified as a close 
contact of a confirmed case. The proposal was that rather than having to self-isolate for 10 days, a 
student could instead consent to a daily test and still attend school 

 
The government has announced that based on the current research, they are putting a pause on daily 
testing as a replacement to self-isolating for close contacts.  This means that if a student or staff member is 
identified as a close contact of a confirmed positive case, they will now have to continue to isolate for 10 
days. 
 
The school has received this explanation below for this change from Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State 
for Education; 
 
"We have consistently been guided by experts, and as part of our testing approach, we rolled out daily 
contact testing in schools on the advice of NHS Test and Trace and Public Health England (PHE). 
 
Both NHS Test and Trace and PHE have now reviewed that advice, and concluded that, in light of the higher 
prevalence and rates of transmission of the new variant, further evaluation work is required to understand 
the impact of daily contact testing, instead of self-isolation for those who have been in contact with a case, 
to make sure it is achieving its aim of breaking chains of transmission and reducing cases of the virus in the 
community. 
 
In light of that assessment, we are pausing daily contact testing. Regular testing of staff should continue 
and will increase to twice weekly as further reassurance and to break chains of transmission during this 
period." 
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What does this mean for testing at our school? 
 
For students and staff who are attending the in-school provision, we will continue with the following 
testing: 
 

 All staff and students who return to the school setting will be asked to take two tests, 3 to 5 days apart 

 All staff will be tested twice a week on a Monday and a Thursday or as close to this, depending on their 
working patterns 

 All students will continue to be tested once a week on a Thursday.  If a student is absent on that day, 
additional testing will take place on Friday 

 Students or staff who test positive in school will need to take a further 'PCR test' (similar to those done 
in local and regional testing sites) on the same day (or as soon as possible).  Parents and carers will need 
to contact 119 and book for a test.  While waiting for the PCR result (via text/email), individuals will 
need to self-isolate 

 While these tests remain voluntary and consent will be sought, I encourage all staff and students to 
undertake the tests.  Having completed the tests myself on multiple occasions, while the self-swabbing 
can be a little uncomfortable, it does not cause any pain 

 If a student or staff member has a confirmed case of Covid-19, close contacts identified in that bubble 
will need to isolate for 10 days 

 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support and understanding at these times.   Unfortunately, the 
information and guidance we receive as schools changes regularly, and so I will endeavour to keep you 
updated as we progress.  However, should you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 


