
Indecent Images
Guidance for young people



By the end of this session you will:

 Know what an indecent image is

 Understand what the law says about indecent images and 
sexting

 Be clear of the consequences of sending or being in 
possession of an indecent image

 Be able to seek help if you have sent an indecent image



What is an indecent image ?

 An indecent image can be in the form of a picture or video 

 The person in the image may be naked or semi naked 

 The image can include any type of sexual activity involving a                      

child (a person under the age of 18)

 The person in the picture can be a child, teenager or adult

 The picture could be a selfie or taken by another person with                   

or without permission



The Law

 Taking, making, sharing, circulating and possessing indecent images and pseudo-

photographs of people under 18 is illegal. 

 A pseudo-photograph is made by computer graphics or otherwise that appears to                              

be a photograph. This can include: photos, videos and data that can be converted into a 

photograph

Types of examples covered by the laws relating to indecent images could include: 

 a person under the age of 18 who creates, possesses and/or shares sexual imagery 

of themselves with a peer under the age of 18 or an adult over 18

 a person under the age of 18 who possesses and/or shares sexual imagery created 

by another person under the age of 18 with a peer under the age of 18 or an adult 

over 18

 a person over the age of 18 who creates, possesses and/or shares sexual imagery 

of a person under the age of 18



The Legal Definition of ‘Making Images’

 ‘Making’ can include opening, accessing, downloading 

and storing online content

The term ‘Making’ could include:

 opening an attachment to an email containing an image

 downloading an image from a website onto a computer screen

 storing an image in a directory on a computer

 accessing a website in which images appeared by way of an 

automatic “pop up” mechanism



The Legal Definition of ‘Sharing Images’

 ‘Sharing’ includes sending on an email/text or message, 

offering on a file sharing platform, uploading to a site that 

other people have access to, and possessing with a view to 

distribute



“Making” & “Sharing” 

 Task:

 I would like you all to close your eyes.

 Your teacher will ask you the 2 questions below, and I would like you to put your 

hand up if the answer is yes. 

 Please ensure you keep your eyes shut and you answer honestly (you will not get 

into trouble for answering yes)

 1. Have you ever opened, accessed or downloaded an Indecent Image?

 2. Have you ever shared an Indecent Image?



Consequences

 The law is very clear regarding anyone involved in the taking, making, 

circulation, possession and distribution of any indecent photograph and such 

offences carry a maximum sentence of 10 years’ imprisonment

 The possession of indecent photographs of children (anyone under the age of 

18) is an offence and carries a maximum sentence of 5 years’ imprisonment

 Having a criminal conviction for possession of indecent images can severely 

affect you future career prospects as you will be unable to work with children 

or vulnerable people

 Certain countries will deny you access if you have such a conviction



‘Sexting’

 Sexting or sending ‘nudes’ is when you send a sexual message, 
photo or video to someone else. It could be a picture of you, 
but sometimes people send pictures and videos of other people.

 Messages could be to a friend, boyfriend, girlfriend or someone 
online.

Sexting includes:

 being partly or completely naked, or in your underwear

 posing in a sexual position

 sending nudes / photos of private body parts

 talking about sexual things you’re doing or want to do

 doing sexual things on a live stream



5 Facts about Sexting

 Images sent on sites like Snapchat can still be 

saved and screenshotted.

 It’s not okay for someone to pressure you into 

sending a nude.

 Sending or receiving a nude when you’re under 18 

is against the law.

 Not everyone in a relationship will share nudes.

 If something goes wrong, there’s support to help.



Childline Video Clip – The Game

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcMd468Pqbs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcMd468Pqbs


What can you do if you’ve sent an indecent image…
 Ask for the message to be deleted

Explain that you’re not comfortable with them keeping the picture and 
ask them to delete it.

 Don’t reply to threats
Don’t reply to someone trying to threaten or blackmail you, and don’t 
send more photos. It can be scary, but it can help you to keep in control

 Talk to someone you trust
Talking can be scary, especially if you’re being threatened. But it can also 
help you get support and stay in control.

 Report what’s happened
If you’re under 18 and you’re worried or being threatened you can make 
a report to school staff, CEOP or Police. Making a report isn’t confidential 
but it does mean that they can help to stop what’s happening.

 Get help with how you’re feeling
Having a nude shared by other people or being threatened isn’t your 
fault. If you’re struggling to cope or you don’t know what to do, talk to a 
trusted adult or organisation, e.g.  Police, NSPCC, Child Line.



You need to know…
 Looking at indecent images or videos of under 18s is illegal, even if 

you thought those included in the images/videos looked older

 These images are of real children and young people and viewing them 

causes further harm

 It is not an excuse to say you were not aware the image was on your 

phone or had been sent to you through a Whats App group chat

 If you stumble across sexual images or videos of someone who could 

be under 18 online, you should report it to the Internet Watch 

Foundation. They work to remove child sexual abuse images and 

videos on the internet. It is easy and  anonymous to report and could 

save a child from further harm.  https://report.iwf.org.uk/en

 Alternatively, speak to a member of school staff or the police.

https://report.iwf.org.uk/en


Further information


