
How can we help create passionate and fluent readers?
‘There is an established link between the home learning environment at 

all ages and children’s performance at school.’ 

‘Schools and parents have a shared priority to deliver the best outcomes 
for their children.’ -EEF

As a school we have set the expectation that students read for 30 minutes a night and as a parent/carer you 
can support by sharing the reading experience with your child, reading aloud is one of the most important 

things parents can do with children. We advocate that students are engaging with a range of texts, this can be 
in the form of: novels, blogs, articles, autobiographies both fiction/ non-fiction. You reading with your child 
regularly, with clear routines and expectations can help increase their academic success by 3+ month each 

academic year.

Reading aloud builds many important foundational skills:
• Introduces vocabulary
• Provides a model of fluent, expressive reading
• Allows your child to hear the rhythms of our language 
• Improves oral language – verbal communication 
• Helps with reading comprehension 
• Helps your child recognise the effect of punctuation 
• Helps children recognise what reading for pleasure is all about

Improving Reading fluency:

For any questions or concerns please contact our Director of Literacy and 
Communication: Miss Stewart

nst@goffs.herts.sch.uk

What is fluency?

The word ‘fluency’ comes from the 
Latin word ‘fluentem’ 

meaning ‘to flow’.

Fluency doesn't mean speed, instead 
it requires students to read with: 

• Accuracy (read words correctly)
• Automaticity (read words 

automatically)
• Prosody (appropriate stress and 

intonation) 
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• Setting regular routines and remaining realistic; so it’s not a chore. Find a time and place 
with minimal distractions (phones away).

• Be open to reading a range of texts.

• Parents can support their children by encouraging them to set goals, plan, and manage 
their time. 

• Consider initiatives to encourage reading during school holidays, you could turn it into a 
competition.

• Ask questions, try to use the guided reading strategy where possible; this helps them 
know you are fully devoted. You can also get them to summarise key events verbally. 
Lessen load by using ‘I read, you read’.

• Re-reading whole texts, chapters and paragraphs is ok! We advocate this.

• Tackle tier 2 vocabulary on the spot- use the vocabulary book provided. ‘Do you know 
what that word means, are you able to use it? ‘We are learning together’ the approach.

• Be open with you children and use your own personal examples/ stories.

• If you have similar interests to your child, select texts together.

• Try to link reading to real life/ world examples where possible (sports, jobs, work etc…)

• Encourage reading for pleasure and purpose- instructions, directions, information.

• Get your child to read what they enjoy or are passionate about! Challenge is great, 
however this will come in time. Articles, blogs, autobiographies and non-fictional reads are 
perfectly acceptable.

• Try to focus heavily on your child's reading fluency, reading aloud is key!

• Try using a book mark, or noting where you have finished off.

Remember: the more they read, the more they’ll know! Reading is a life-skill. We want to 
shape confident communicators, curious minds and give students stepping-stones to make 

exceptional academic progress.

Top 10 question stems for purposeful reading:

1. What is happening here? Are you enjoying the text so far? 
What’s been your favourite part so far?

2. What does that word mean? Can you give an example of how 
it’s used? Let’s look it up…

3. Why do you think the author chose to: set the text here/ select 
this character/ end the text in this way?

4. How would you react if that happened to you? Why do you say 
this?

5. Does that/ this remind you of anything? How could that link 
to…?

6. What do you think will happen next and why?

7. How would you change/ improve/ tackle that?

8. What do you think the author’s purpose was here/ for this 
text?

9. Who would you recommend this text to and why? 

10. What would you rate this text of 10 and why?

Reading Toolkit for parents
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