
How to achieve an A* in Media Studies 

 

Section A – Action Adventure 

 

Q1 – Generic Conventions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of conventional features: 
heroine/hero 

villain 

mission or chase 

exotic location 

jeopardy, peril, danger, suspense 

race against time 

spectacle 

sidekick  

 

 

Question 2 – Textual analysis 

 
Level 4 (16–20 marks) 

Comprehensive range of examples  

(all bullet points accurate). 

Detailed analysis of textual evidence from the extract. 

Precise and accurate use of terminology. 

Thorough understanding of connotative effect. 

Ideas expressed clearly and fluently in well-structured 

 sentences with few, if any, errors of spelling,  

punctuation and grammar. 

 

 

 

 

Level 4 (8–10 marks) 

Explains two generic narrative features 

Shows thorough understanding of 

appropriate generic conventions 

Ideas and arguments supported by 

evidence. 

Precise and accurate use of 

terminology. 

Ideas expressed clearly and fluently in 

well-structured sentences with few, if 

any, errors of spelling, punctuation and 

grammar. 

How to achieve this?? 

 
Answers will explain two 

conventions with 

exemplification. Use of 

terminology, such as 

‘convention’, 

‘protagonist’, and 

‘antagonist’ will lift an 

answer with two 

conventions into this 

band. 

Answers in this band will 

be clear about 

conventionality. 

How to achieve 

this? 

 
Level 4 answers 

will typically offer 

more than one 

example, 

accurately 

described, with 

effective 

connotative 

analysis, for each 

bullet point. 



Question 3 – Representation & Stereotyping 

 
Level 4 (16–20 marks) 

Discusses a range of representation 

 issues in the extract,  

or discusses one or more issues in depth. 

Shows thorough understanding of  

appropriate representation issues. 

Offers a range of textual evidence from  

the extract that exemplifies these issues. 

Ideas expressed clearly and fluently in 

well-structured sentences with few, 

 if any, errors of spelling, punctuation 

 and grammar. 

 

 

HINT: 

Focus on the representation of these groups of  

People. Do not focus on the characters.  

E.g. The hero is represented as……. This is  

charactisation and WILL NOT get you into  

level 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

Section B – TV Comedies 

Question 4a 

 
Level 4 (12-15 marks) 

Discusses the scheduling of two comedies in 

detail. 

Precise and accurate use of terminology. 

Shows detailed knowledge of TV or radio  

channels and scheduling with understanding  

of how programmes reflect institutional  

contexts. 

Thorough understanding of how channels use  

scheduling to reach audiences 

Ideas expressed clearly and fluently in  

well-structured sentences with few, if any, 

errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to achieve this? 

 
Double tick effective use of 

the term stereotype or 

counter-stereotype or anti-

stereotype with specific 

example from the extract. 

 
A series of double ticks for an 

in-depth discussion of how one 

group is represented 

(stereotypically, non-

stereotypically, or 

anti/counter-stereotypically); 

 

OR 

Double ticks across a range of 

social groups. 

The specification suggests 

groups defined by: age, 

gender, ethnicity, body types, 

class, region and nationality. 

1 The fit between the channel brand 
and text 

This might include discussion of the fit 

between the channel’s branding 

and ethos, PSB or non-PSB status, or 

target audience and the 

programme. 

 

2 The fit between the schedules and 

text 

This might include discussion of the 

reason for the time and day the 

programme is scheduled, how the 

programme fits into the programme 

mix, or how the channel organises its 

schedules. Discussion of audience 

habits (e.g. ‘audiences like to relax 

on a Friday’) can only be rewarded if 

they are clearly linked to discussion 

of scheduling (e.g. ‘so the channel 

has a regular comedy slot on 

Fridays’) 

Answers that discuss scheduling other 

than that stated in the box (e.g. 

scheduling on a variety of channels 

or historical scheduling information) 

should only be rewarded insofar as 

they throw light on the scheduling 

stated in the box. 

 

Level 4 answers MUST: 

Be a detailed answer explaining the fit between two 

institutions and two comedy programmes with some 

discussion of both elements of the question – 

scheduling and branding. 

Explanations for both programmes do not need to 

be equally developed to reach the top band, and 

responses can achieve full marks with uneven 

explanations, but both elements must be attempted 

for both programmes. 



Question 4b 

 
Level 4 (12-15 marks) 

Shows detailed knowledge of audience  

pleasures. 

Thorough understanding of how one 

programme offers audience pleasures. 

Appropriate exemplification 

Ideas expressed clearly and fluently in 

well-structured sentences with few, if  

any, errors of spelling, punctuation  

and grammar. 

 

 

 

 

How to achieve this? 
 

Level 4 answers will explain 

and textually exemplify two or 

more audience pleasures that 

are linked to mass or niche 

audience address. 

 

14 - 15 marks Explicit linking of 

pleasures to niche or mass 

audiences. 

 


