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23rd October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Newsletter 
 
Firstly, I would like to wish you a restful and enjoyable half-term break. This half-term we have been 
extremely pleased to welcome back all students into school. It has been excellent to see students enjoying 
their learning, as well as the important social interactions which are part of school life, and which are of 
vital importance following the closure period. 
 
This half-term has also thrown up new challenges. I am grateful for the support of parents, and the 
everlasting optimism and commitment of our amazing team of staff, for the way in which all have 
responded to such challenges. Within the half-termly newsletter, we celebrate many of the achievements 
of our students from recent weeks. The newsletter is available to view by the link below; I hope you enjoy 
reading it. 
 
https://www.smore.com/3vg96 
 
Guidance Regarding Face Coverings 
 
In previous letters, I have outlined the school’s position regarding face coverings. The government is not 
recommending that face coverings are necessary in education settings nationwide. If students (or staff 
members) would like to wear a mask in corridors or other indoor communal areas, they are free to do so. In 
line with governmental guidance, masks will not be worn in classrooms, other than for staff members 
whose role prevents them from keeping a 2m distance from students. 
 
The guidance regarding the use of face coverings in education was updated on 16th October 2020, and the 
link to the full guidance is available here. 
 
Please note that: 
 

 When an area moves to the local COVID alert level ‘high’ or ‘very high’, face coverings should be worn 
in educational settings by adults and students when moving around indoors, such as in corridors and 
communal areas. Broxbourne is not in ‘high’ or ‘very high’ alert level at the time of writing. We will 
continue to monitor the alert level closely, and would require face coverings to be worn in corridors 
and communal areas, if the area did move into ‘high’ alert, in line with governmental guidance 

 The guidance also provides clear information regarding how a face covering should be used correctly. 
This states that ‘safe wearing of face coverings requires cleaning of hands before and after touching – 
including to remove or put them on – and the safe storage of them in individual, sealable plastic bags 
between use. Where a face covering becomes damp, it should not be worn and the face covering 
should be replaced carefully.’ Students (and staff members) who wear a face covering must be mindful 
of and adhere to all elements of the guidance, to avoid inadvertently increasing the risk of transmission. 

https://www.smore.com/3vg96
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education
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Face coverings must not be disposed of in school, and re-usable face coverings must be washed 
appropriately 
 

Contact Email During Half-Term 
 
Although I clearly hope this will not be required, if your son/daughter receives a confirmed positive test for 
coronavirus during the October half-term period, please inform the school by emailing 
admin@goffs.herts.sch.uk. Although the usual telephone lines for reporting absence will not be monitored, 
this email address will be monitored daily. 
 
Revision Programme and Mock Exams 
 
Year 11 and Year 13 students will commence mock exams immediately after the half-term break; Mr Toley 
and Mr Cahill have been in contact with parents of students in these year groups, to provide detailed 
information. 
 
Students are working hard to prepare for these exams. I would like to thank all staff who are taking the 
time to run revision sessions over the half-term (we have a total of 38 revision sessions running over the 
half-term, indicative of our teachers’ commitment to supporting students). 
 
Best of luck to all Year 11 and Year 13 students in these exams. Please be sure to manage a rest too amidst 
that important preparation, over the next fortnight. 
 
I look forward to seeing all students after the break. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
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