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23rd August 2018 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that everyone is having an enjoyable summer break. The start of term in just over a week has come 
around very quickly, as always, but we are looking forward to getting started on a new year. 
 
I am pleased to say that both A Level and GCSE results are very strong indeed. We are delighted - Ben 
Pearce will provide further detail in his start of term letter in a couple of weeks. 
 
I wanted to update you on the remedial works undertaken at Goffs over the summer, following last 
month's flood.  Interserve have accepted that the wrong sprinkler heads were fitted in parts of the building, 
and have accepted full responsibility. All of the repairs and ICT replacement has therefore been at their 
cost. I am pleased to say that the work is now complete and the school is back to looking as it did. 
Redecoration has taken place and carpets have been replaced. Most importantly, the correct sprinkler 
heads are now fitted throughout the building and certified as such. Interserve Kajima leadership note as 
below: 
 
"Further to the spontaneous activation of a sprinkler head in the 6th Form Study Area which occurred on 
Saturday 7th July 2018, a survey of the sprinkler system installed has been undertaken to assist in 
identifying the cause. The survey revealed that nine of the two thousand or so sprinkler heads installed 
during construction of the School were found to be of the wrong rating, meaning that the set point at 
which these heads would activate was lower than it should have been. It has been concluded that this, 
combined with the very warm weather at the time, was the cause of the sprinkler activation. The nine 
sprinkler heads identified have now been replaced with the correct sprinkler heads, and the sprinkler 
system is now fully restored and operational.. We will continue to work closely with the school to rectify 
the damage caused to the building by the activation and to ensure that all areas are available for the start 
of the Autumn Term. We would like to take the opportunity to offer our apologies for the disruption and 
inconvenience caused to all parties by the incident and subsequent closure of the school at short notice." 
 
I thank all those parents who took the time to email support and understanding following our last letter 
where we detailed why we had to close for two days. It was very much appreciated. We all look forward to 
welcoming students back to their fully restored school. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

Alison J Garner 
Executive Principal 
 


