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21st September 20202 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you for your continued support in getting all students back into school safely in recent weeks. All of 
us are committed to providing the best education possible for your child, while securing the health and 
safety of our whole school (and wider) community. Thank you for continuing to follow public health 
guidelines and encouraging your children to do the same. 
 
You are already aware of the steps we have put in place to ensure the safe return of all students to school. 
We know that you will be keen to understand how these plans have worked in practice. That is why I am 
writing to you today, in order to keep you fully informed.  
 
School Timetable 
 
As you are aware, we have introduced staggered start times and end times for different year groups, as 
well as different time slots and designated areas for break and lunch. 
  
I am pleased that the impact on lesson time is minimal; adjustments are outlined by year group, below: 
 

Year Adjustments 

7 Period 5 is 15 minutes shorter, to allow for staggered end time (2.45pm)* 
 

8 Period 5 is 10 minutes shorter, to allow for staggered end time (2.50pm)* 
 

9 Period 5 is 5 minutes shorter, to allow for staggered end time (2.55pm)* 
 

10 Students arrive by 8.57am, with ATM (form time) activities taking place online. 
All lessons take place as normal 
 

11 Students arrive by 8.57am, with ATM (form time) activities taking place online. 
All lessons take place as normal 
 

12 Students have increased flexibility to attend school for their scheduled lessons 
and supervised study periods (via the Flexi Reg system). ATM (form time) 
activities take place online. There is no reduction in lesson time 
 

13 Students have increased flexibility to attend school for their scheduled lessons 
and supervised study periods (via the Flexi Reg system). ATM (form time) 
activities take place online. There is no reduction in lesson time 
 

 
*From 21st September 2020 
 
Each year group (Year 7 to 11) has most of their lessons in a designated zone, which is proving effective in 
minimising the number of students moving around the school building at transition points. Students still 
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access specialist facilities for Drama, PE, IT, Technology, Art and Music, which is vital to enable full 
curriculum provision in these areas. 
 
Staggered break and lunch periods are working well. With each year group having a designated zone, I have 
been pleased that queues to access the catering provision have been greatly reduced. Students have 
enjoyed using the indoor and outdoor spaces available to each year group during these social times, 
particularly during the sunny weather at the start of term. 
 
I have been enormously impressed with the way that students have taken the new arrangements ‘in their 
stride’, and thank all parents for the large part you have played in helping students prepare for their return. 
 
Attendance 
 
As of 17th September 2020, the whole school average attendance was 95.7%, which is an extremely 
positive start to the year. 
 
As per previous letters, and reflecting government guidance, any student who displays any of the 
symptoms which may be indicative of Covid-19 should not attend school. As you will be aware, the main 
symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 
 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 
However, as is common at this time of year, when returning to school, students may catch the usual ‘colds’.  
For example, if your child is sneezing, has mild congestion, or an isolated cough, this should not prevent 
you from sending them to school if they are well enough to attend. 
 
Our Curriculum 
 
We are proud to be able to offer a full curriculum for our students, across all year groups.  On the 
curriculum section of our website (link below), you will be able to find our Curriculum Intent 
documentation, as well as Learning Journeys for each subject. 
 
Our Heads of Department have each analysed the curriculum plans for their subject and have considered 
how these plans needed to be updated in consideration of the period of remote learning during school 
closure. This is reflected in our subject curriculum maps, which are published on the Curriculum pages of 
our website (https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/319/curriculum-overview).  
 
At GCSE, the exam boards have released changes to the content which will be assessed in Year 11, including 
significant adjustments in English Literature.  These changes have been reflected in the curriculum plans for 
our Year 11 students, to support them in preparing for their final GCSE examinations. 

https://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/319/curriculum-overview
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Remote Learning 
 
Across the period of school closure from March to July 2020, the school provided a remote learning 
programme for all students. Initially, the vast majority of learning was based around independent 
completion of tasks posted on Doddle. However, we developed this provision to include a programme of 
both pre-recorded and live lessons.  The feedback for the live lessons (taught to our students via Teams) 
was extremely positive.   
 
I sincerely hope that future school closures will not be required. However, clearly it is possible that partial 
or full closure could be imposed.  We are prepared for this, should it happen.  In the event of a partial or 
whole school closure, we will immediately revert to a full timetable of live lessons (using Microsoft Teams), 
based on a student’s usual timetable.  
 
All access to Teams lessons will be via a student’s school email address.  It is therefore essential that your 
child knows their school email address, and how to log onto the school system.  Please do contact your 
child’s Director of Learning, or email helpdesk@goffs.herts.sch.uk, if your child is unable to access their 
school emails.   
 
Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 
We are aware that students have had different experiences during the period of school closure, which can 
have an impact on their mental health.  To support students as they return to school, our ATM (form time) 
scheme of learning throughout this half-term is focused on ‘coming back together as a community’.  In 
addition to this whole-school focus, we have the following support in place: 
 

 Regular check-ins with our students via Learning Managers, Directors of Learning and SLT links 

 Targeted support from our Youth Worker 

 Regular and one-off counselling, via Place2Be 

 Support and enrichment activities via CHEXS (Cheshunt Extended Services) 

 Dedicated Mental Health area on our website to provide further advice and support for both students 
and parents  

 
All staff, and particularly our pastoral team, will continue to closely monitor and support our students. We 
ask that parents and carers keep us informed of any concerns you may have outside of school, particularly 
if you feel that your child may benefit from any additional support. 
 
I am extremely pleased to have our students back in school – as I said to students in my recent welcome 
message, the building is not the same without them! I am equally pleased about how well students have 
responded to returning.  
 
Thank you for your continued support in these challenging times.  
 
 
 

mailto:helpdesk@goffs.herts.sch.uk
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Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mark Ellis 
Principal 
 
 


