
22 Mercury, Thursday, December 28, 2017 HMH-EO1-S2 h e r t f o rd s h i re m e rc u r y .co.uk Mercury, Thursday, December 28, 2017 23h e r t f o rd s h i re m e rc u r y .co.uk HMH-EO1-S2

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS

ON Tuesday, December 5,
Goffs Academy hosted their
annual Christmas party for
senior citizens in the area.

The evening was attended
by over 80 senior citizens
and carers from The
Beaumont Centre,
Emmanuel Lodge,

Fourfields, Highgrove Court,
The Friary Centre and Cliff
Richard’s Court.

The evening was organised
by the Sixth Form Top Team
and prefects along with staff
in the sixth form team and
was a resounding success.

A variety of entertainment

was provided by a number of
students from Year 7 through
to Year 13, including the
Goffs Singing Club, Goffs
Dance Club and pianists.

The senior citizens were
then treated to a traditional
Christmas dinner and
dessert cooked by the
school’s canteen staff
(Cucina) which was served
by the sixth form students.

After dinner, tea and coffee
was served by the students
and the senior citizens then
sat down for the raffle.

Prizes included chocolate
boxes, bottles of wine, gift
sets and the main prize was
tea for four at the De Vere
Hotel, kindly donated by
them.

The penultimate event was
bingo with winning lines
receiving a box of chocolates
or biscuits and full house
winning a bottle of Pimms.

Finally the evening was
finished off with some

A TALL, heavily-decorated,
tree in St John The Baptist
Parish Church in Royston
became a popular
Christmas feature with the
congregation and local
community.

The tree became a festive
hit since it was the largest
there has ever been in the
church measuring some 25
feet in height and towering
into the roof space.

It took a week to decorate
and had close to 2,000
baubles and over 300
metres of lights. It looked
quite spectacular
particularly in the darkened
church.

As usual the bottom
branches of the tree were
left empty so that visitors
could place baubles on it in

memory of loved ones who
are not with them at
Christmas.

This did not necessarily
mean loved ones who had
passed away but who were
simply not with them at
Christmas.

This seemed to resonate
very well with people from
overseas and for whom
most of their friends and
relatives are in their home
country.

In 2016 over 700 baubles
with messages were
attached to the tree. 2017’s
tree filled up quite nicely
and may have beaten that.

The sheer size of the most
recent tree did present
some difficulties though.

The six volunteers
marshalled to move it from

the churchyard where it had
been dropped off, into the
church, were completely
unable to lift it off the
ground. They eventually
managed to drag, push and
coerce it through the doors.
The next challenge was how
to manoeuvre it into its
stand. This would have
been impossible without
the assistance of Royston
Fire Brigade.

Station Commander
Rachel Broom, showing true
community spirit, kindly
offered the services of four
firefighters who, through a
system of ropes, know-how
and muscle power helped
lift the tree into position.
Once in position the
mammoth task of
decoration could begin.

Community spirit got tree in

The tree was a
popular Christmas
feature with the
congregation and
local community

Senior citizens
were treated
to a traditional
Christmas dinner

dancing to Christmas songs.
At the end of the evening

the senior citizens were sent
home with a gift pack of
gingerbread men cooked by
the school’s food technology
students.

Kevin White, Associate

Assistant Principal – Sixth
Form said: “Thank you to
Chexs for providing
transport for some of the
senior citizens, helping to
finance the event and
providing some accessories.

“Thank you also to the De

Vere Hotel for providing
crockery and for donating
the main raffle prize.

“A big thank you to all of
the staff and students
involved in organising,
setting up and supporting
the event; from talking to the

senior citizens, washing up,
serving or providing
entertainment for the event.

“Particular thanks go to
Maxine Padgham and Lisa
Hardwick for their
outstanding organisation of
the event and many integral

roles carried out on the
evening.

“The whole evening was
an absolute joy to be part of
and all the guests were very
thankful as they left.”

Many comments of
gratitude were shared from

some of the senior citizens,
including: “This is the
highlight of my Christmas,”
and “This is the best party I
have been to in years!”

They hope to run this
event as successfully next
year.The head boy and girl with deputies and senior prefects

Students from Year 7 to
13 helped at the event

School award for high number of able learners
THE National Association for More
Able Children in Education (NACE)
has named Duncombe School the
409th school to be accredited with
the NACE Challenge Award.

There are over 24,000 schools
across the country and Duncombe
School are now placed in a select
group of just 1.6 per cent of
schools across the UK, achieving
the NACE Challenge award.

The recognition of this award to
Duncombe School is a significant
achievement and recognises the
full experience of Duncombe
pupils across the curriculum both
inside and outside of the
classroom.

This was recognised within the
report stating: “Lessons were
engaging and motivating with well
planned resources which were
used very effectively.

The appropriate use of modern
technology is second nature to the
pupils and staff and it is used to
enhance learning.”

Headmaster, Mr Jeremy Phelan
said: “Miss Louise Watson, NACE
lead teacher, along with the
support of Mr Thomas Le Tissier

Deputy Head of Academics and
Mrs Apollonia Micele-Jones,
Head of English, were fundamental
to the success of this
accreditation.”

The assessment included a wide
selection of staff, parents and
children all of which were put
through a rigorous assessment day
involving lesson observations,
scrutiny of work, meetings with
pupils, families, governors and staff
and was the culmination of an 18-
month process.

NACE CEO Sue Riley said:
“Duncombe School has worked
hard to attain accreditation
through the NACE Challenge
Award.

“It has shown itself to be
committed to developing an
environment in which all learners
are challenged and supported to be
the best they can be.”

Mr Phelan commented: “I’m
delighted Duncombe has been
awarded with the NACE Challenge
Award accreditation.

“Together with the Duncombe
community of staff, parents and
children, I look forward to building

upon this award and enriching the
education of Duncombe pupils
even further”.

NACE CEO Sue Riley said: “The
award is presented in recognition
of whole-school commitment to
and achievement in providing
effective challenge and support for
all – spanning school leadership,
curriculum, teaching and learning,
processes for identification and
tracking, extracurricular
opportunities, strong
communication and partnerships,
and ongoing evaluation.”

NACE, founded in 1983,
recognised both nationally and
internationally, is a leading charity
in the field of education for able
learners.

NACE provides guidance,
support and training, enabling
teachers to attain the best from
able learners in the everyday
classroom, while enabling all
learners to flourish and achieve.
Duncombe School joined the
NACE programme in 2015.

To find out more about what a
Duncombe education can offer
visit www. duncombe-school.co.uk Duncombe students at their NACE noticeboard

GETTING active is great for
your health so the project
team for East Herts Council’s
Forever Active East Herts
(FAEH) programme was on
happy to go up on stage at a
sports awards evening.

Mekhola Ray, Claire Pullen
and Nigel Farren in the
council’s housing and health
service were delighted to
clinch second place in the

community project of the
year category at the
Hertfordshire Service to
Sport Awards 2017.

Held at the university in
Hatfield, the award was
presented by Sky Sports
Grand Prix commentator
David Croft.

Forever Active East Herts
(FAEH) offers a packed
programme of gentle activity

classes in village halls and
community centres across
East Herts for the over 50s
who are ready to take the
first step to better health.

Eric Buckmaster, executive
member health and
wellbeing, said: “Being
recognised across
Hertfordshire for all the work
we’ve put into FAEH is very
satisfying.”

Delighted to clinch second place

Richard Sutcliffe, Nigel Farren, Claire Pullen, Cllr Jan Goodeve, Mekhola Ray and Dacorum
Mayor David Collins
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