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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department 
 

Geography 

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

 To create Geographers that have a deep understand and question concepts about the dynamic physical and human 
world and the interactions that occur, to be global citizens.  

 To ensure students understand the importance of Geography, in particular how the interrelationship between human 
and physical landscapes causes both opportunities and challenges. Students are made aware of their actions on the 
environment and the importance of sustainability.  

Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7  Establish core skills of a Geographer (See NC) 

 To begin to develop skills in map reading.  

 To begin to understand the processes within human and physical geography and 
the interrelationship between them. 

 To begin to learn about physical processes within the UK and have the 
opportunity to visit a UK coastal resort to experience fieldwork and first hand 
geography.  

 Pupils are introduced to the concept of fieldwork which is a vital component at 
KS4 – in year 7 this is a physical fieldwork focus. 

 To begin to understand how to give a balanced argument about a geographical 
issue.  

 To develop an enquiring mind about the world and be analytical about an ever 
changing dynamic world.  

Clacton-on-Sea trip – Linked to coasts 
topic – July – Day trip 
 
Microclimate project – Fieldwork 
around the school. Teaching the skills 
of fieldwork before KS4.  
 
Model making – Making coastal 
landforms out of salt dough to 
understand their formation.  

Year 8  Establish core skills of a Geographer (See NC) 

 To begin to develop skills in understanding other people’s opinions and the term 
‘stakeholder’.  

 To develop the understanding of the processes within human and physical 
geography and the interrelationship between them. 

Zoolab – Rainforests topic – December 
– In school extra-curricular. 
 
How safe is Cheshunt? – Fieldwork 
outside of school. Teaching the skills of 
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 To begin to learn about sustainability within the year 8 topics throughout the 
year to allow students to understand how it is interconnected and a vital 
concept within geography.  

 Pupils develop their knowledge of fieldwork from year 7 with using the same 
components but relating this to a human fieldwork study of crime. 

 To develop the understanding how to give a balanced argument about a 
geographical issue.  

 To develop an enquiring mind about the world and be analytical about an ever 
changing dynamic world. 

fieldwork before KS4. 
 
Trade game – Pupils partake in the 
trade game to understand the 
unfairness of real life situations.  

Year 9  Embed the core skills of a Geographer. 

 To develop the understanding how to give a balanced argument about a 
geographical issue.  

 Develop knowledge and understanding of 3/6 sections of the GCSE content, with 
the sections being a mixture of human and physical geography to allow for 
development within both fields of geography. (Hazards / Urban Issues / Living 
World) 

 Begin to develop the skills of introducing specific examples ad case studies into 
answers within an exam question.  

 To develop an enquiring mind about the world and be analytical about an ever 
changing dynamic world. 

None 

Year 10  Establish the advanced skills of a Geographer 

 To embed the understanding how to give a balanced argument about a 
geographical issue.  

 Develop knowledge and understanding of 2/6 sections of the GCSE content, with 
the sections being a mixture of human and physical geography to allow for 
development within both fields of geography. (Resource management / UK 
Physical landscapes) 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of human fieldwork, and the skills 

Stratford (Regeneration) – compulsory 
GCSE fieldwork – September – Day trip 
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needed to justify methods and conclusions of the investigation.  

 Begin to develop the skills of introducing specific examples ad case studies into 
answers within an exam question.  

 To develop an enquiring mind about the world and be analytical about an ever 
changing dynamic world. 

Year 11  Develop the advanced skills of a Geographer 

 To have a confident understanding of how to give a balanced argument about a 
geographical issue.  

 Develop knowledge and understanding of the final section of the GCSE. This is 
the most difficult and synoptic section. (Economic Change) 

 Develop further from year 10, knowledge and understanding of physical 
fieldwork, and the skills needed to justify methods and conclusions of the 
investigation.  

 To develop an enquiring mind about the world and be analytical about an ever 
changing dynamic world. 

Walton-on-the-Naze -  Compulsory 
GCSE fieldwork – September  - Day trip 

Sixth Form  Embed the advanced skills of a Geographer ready for university.  

 To develop an advanced understanding of how to give a balanced argument 
about a geographical issue.  

 Develop advanced knowledge and understanding of both human and physical 
topics.  

 Establish and embed how to analyse figures of geographical content.  

 Undertake a total 4 days fieldwork investigation to embed understanding of 
fieldwork.  

 Develop and embed how to carry out individual geographical research. 

 Prepare students for further academic study.  

 To develop an enquiring mind about the world and be analytical about an ever 
changing dynamic world. 

Year 12 – Flatford Mill – Compulsory 
AS Level fieldwork – 3 days. 
 
Year 12 – Stratford – Compulsory A 
Level fieldwork for NEA.  
 
Year 13 - Stratford – Compulsory A 
Level fieldwork for NEA. 
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In making these decisions, please consider the following questions: 
 

1. Is the intent of your subject curriculum clear and explicit? Have you identified the knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
learners should be developing in each year group? 

2. Do students have the time to cover topics in sufficient depth (mastery)? What do you currently teach which could be 
removed? 

3. Is the curriculum sufficiently ambitious for all? Consider the source materials/texts used. 
4. What are the foundations of knowledge/skills required at KS3, in order for successful study at KS4? Try not to be ‘shackled’ 

by this…consider the importance of learning beyond the specification 
5. What opportunities and experiences could/should students have while studying your subject? (including trips/visits and 

practical activities) 
6. How does your long-term curriculum planning promote the desired changes in long-term memory? (e.g. sequencing, low-

stakes testing, interleaving) 

7. How does your curriculum link to the local context? 

8. How does your curriculum link to relevant employment opportunities (related to your subject area)? 
9. What method(s) will you use to assess progress? Are there opportunities for students to produce an authentic, high-

quality, ‘final product’? 
10. How will you ensure students have opportunities to read, and develop their breadth of vocabulary in your subject? What 

vocabulary do you take time to develop explicitly? 

11. Are there any curriculum areas where colleagues require professional development? 

 
 


