
A Level Film Studies 

Year 12 Summer Task 

TASK 

What is a good film? Using detailed reference to TWO films of your choice, discuss what you consider 

makes a good or bad film.   

Make sure that one of your films is something you consider to be ‘good’ whilst the other is ‘bad’. Use 

images to help illustrate or support your points. 

Word count: 1600 

Please type your work and print it so that it is ready to hand in at the start of your first lesson in Year 12. 

GUIDANCE 

Break your essay down into 2 sections (1 per film) of about 800 words each.  For each of these 

sections, use the following basic structure: 

Section Content Words  
Introduction  Introduce your chosen film, give some details about it such as who made it, when they made 

and who is in it.  Give some idea of well it was received by movie critics.  Give a brief 
discussion of why you chose this film and whether you think it is good or bad. 

100 

Part 1 Narrative and Genre – Discuss aspects of the story here, including which genre it uses and 
how closely it sticks to this genre. 

200 

Part 2 Visual Elements – Discuss how well visual elements are used including camerawork, 
production design and lighting. 

200 

Part 3 Sound and Technical Elements – Discuss how well music and sound effects are used as well as 
other technical aspects such as editing or special effects. 

200 

Conclusion Draw conclusions and make judgements regarding your reasons why this film is either good 
or bad. 

100 

 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Make sure that you are working towards meeting Band 5 (Excellent) for each of the following 

success criteria: 

Success Criteria Poor Basic Satisfactory Good Excellent 

Literacy – Spelling, punctuation, grammar and 
written expression. 

     

Use of subject-specific terminology      
Length, depth and detail of response      
Knowledge and understanding of chosen films      
Strength of analytical points made      
Use of detailed examples to support points      

 

 


