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8th January 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a happy new year and to thank you for your 
continued support with regards to your son or daughter’s education at Goffs. The vast majority of 
Sixth Form students have continued to impress me with regards to their work ethic and their 
willingness to support through volunteering and engage in community activities. For example, many 
of your sons and daughters generously gave up their time to volunteer at the OAP Christmas party.  
This was very well received by our local residents who had a wonderful time.   
 
The recent mock examinations have highlighted superb achievement from many of our students and 
in some cases have indicated the need for intervention, to help students make further progress.  As 
we are now commencing the second term, it is essential that students are making the most of their 
independent study periods.  These are the periods where students are not in lessons, but are 
required to complete independent study including ‘flipped learning tasks’, background reading, 
consolidation of notes and revision.  The facilities at Goffs are first rate and provide Sixth Form 
students with a Silent Study Room, Sixth Form Common Room, Learning Resource Centre and other 
work space in the dining area where they can undertake private study.  The majority of students are 
working well and this is reflected in their examination results, class work and home learning. 
However, there is a very small minority of the Sixth Form who to adopt a worryingly lax attitude to 
their studies.   
 
With the A level reforms that the government has brought in, it is imperative that students are now 
starting to revise and prepare for AS or A level examinations.  For Year 13 and 14 students all A Level 
examinations will take place at the end of year 13, with no marks from AS levels contributing to their 
overall final grade.  Across the board, there is less coursework and fewer practical assessments 
making exam revision all the more important.  Year 12 students will take a separate AS level 
qualification at the end of Year 12 before going on to take the full A level in Year 13.   As 
aforementioned, the AS results do not count towards the A level grade.  Goffs Academy enters 
students for their AS examinations in Year 12 as these examinations provide an accurate measure of 
how well your son/daughter is progressing in their studies and indicate how well suited they are to 
continue the subject into Year 13.  An externally marked AS-level grade may also carry more weight 
with universities and help teachers to more accurately set students’ final predicted grades. 
 
To encourage all students to use their independent study periods productively the Senior Leadership 
Team and Sixth Form Team will be carrying out regular learning walks.  Staff will be checking whether 
students are completing flipped learning tasks, background reading, consolidation of notes and 
revision in their study periods.  It is also expected that if a student is using a mobile phone in these 
periods, that they are using it to support their studies.  Students that are identified as not working 
productively on three subsequent occasions will be timetabled for their independent study periods 
for one week in the Silent Study Room and their work will be closely monitored.  I emphasise that this  
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will not affect the vast majority of students who make the most of their study periods to progress 
their learning. Any students highlighted by the recent mock examinations as underachieving and 
requiring intervention for success will also be timetabled in the silent study room and their work 
monitored.   
 
Since my previous communication there has been a huge improvement in students wearing their ID 
badges and lanyards around school.  These ID badges form an essential part of our safeguarding 
procedures, enabling us to immediately visually establish that every young adult on site is a member 
of our community. Any student that fails to wear their lanyard will be sent home to retrieve it, their 
home study privilege removed and a 45 minute C3 detention will be issued for the following day.  If 
lost, a new lanyard will be supplied and if lost more than once, the student will be required to pay £2 
to replace the lanyard.   
 
The behaviour of Sixth Form students at Goffs is excellent, but there are a very small number of 
students failing to adhere to the Sixth Form dress code.  Students wear 'professional dress', as would 
be worn in a formal working environment.  For instance, there are still a few young ladies who are 
not consistently wearing their blazer-style jacket and are sometimes wearing leggings or a skirt of an 
inappropriate length. It is important that our Sixth Form set a good example to lower school students 
and visitors to the school, and therefore such dress is unacceptable. Sixth Form students should also 
not be wearing their outdoor coats, scarves or hats in the building – again, to model a formal working 
environment.  Headphones are allowed, but these should not be worn when students are on the 
move around the building or outside the Sixth Form common room or silent study room at break or 
lunchtimes whilst they are mixing with lower school students. Any student that arriving at the school 
in inappropriate attire will be sent home to change or isolated in ‘Return to Learn’.  Again, 
inappropriate attire may result in the student's home study privilege being removed, effective from 
the following day. This privilege will not be re-issued until such time as the next home study review 
takes place; this happens on a monthly basis. Students who are unsure of what is acceptable should 
see Mrs Upton, Mrs Wilson or Mrs Padgham. The Sixth Form dress code can be found here: 
http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/362/dress-code.  
 
The Sixth Form Common Room and Silent Study Room are carpeted and with the spacious canteen 
there is no need for students to be consuming food or drink (other than water) in these two rooms, in 
order to keep the environment in top condition.  Any students that are found eating and drinking in 
these rooms will receive a 24 hour ban from the room. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, I wanted to be clear about the high expectations of 
our Sixth Form. As I have referenced a number of times, the vast majority of our students are hard 
working and comply with our high standards, and as such will not be affected by the areas outlined 
above. 
 

http://www.goffs.herts.sch.uk/362/dress-code
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If you have any queries about any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact me. There is 
financial assistance with regards to purchasing school appropriate attire available to support families 
with financial difficulty.  Please contact me if you require assistance.  I thank you again for your 
continued support.   
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Eleanor Upton 
Assistant Principal – Sixth Form 
 
 


