
English Literature 20% - OCR NEA H472 

Summer task 2019: Independent study 

The coursework is a 1,000 word essay on The World’s Wife poetry anthology and a 2,000 word essay 

on a novel published after 2000 (eg. The Kite Runner) and a play, such as ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’, 

‘Death of a Salesman’ or ‘The Glass Menagerie. 

Suggested texts and tasks for unit 03: 

Essay 1 - A close-reading of an extract of either 3-4 pages or up to 45 lines of poetry from, 
‘The World’s Wife,’ relate to other poems in the anthology. 
Essay 2 - Comparative essay on ‘The Kite Runner’ (2003) and ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ or 

any 1900s play of your choice (texts must be approved with your class teacher then OCR). 

Other combinations are possible, but check with your class teacher: Mrs Collins, Mrs Petrou, 

Mrs Ali, Mrs Wilson. 

 

Work for Mrs Collins / MrsPetrou 

Over the summer, finish reading ‘The Kite Runner’/ all the texts required for your coursework.  

 

 Identify the themes you want to explore in greater depth and detail for example: 

masculinity, loyalty, brutality/ the past affecting the present. 

 

 Choose quotations for depth and detail/ technique: symbolism/ synaesthesia 

 

 

 Find comparative examples of your chosen theme in ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ or ‘The 

Glass Menagerie,’ ‘Death of a Salesman’ or another play you have discussed with your 

teacher. 

 

 Research context linking to your theme -Historical/ authorial/ social/ political/cultural 

 

 Literary movements: such as Modernism, what was happening in literature at the time. 

Research reviews of the novel and the play.  

 

 Over the summer you should complete all the background work for this independent study 

for both teachers. This will form part of your induction test on your return to Year 13. 

Remember to keep track of critics/Books/web sites/journals/ Reith lectures – BBC Radio 

4/Documentaries, for the footnotes & the Oxford Bibliography. Also, you must reread your 

texts with your title in mind. This should be agreed with your teacher. 

Top Tip: Agree your texts and title before we break up for the summer holidays! 



 

Work for Mrs Wilson / Mrs Ali 

1 Work on reading and annotating your poem and considering links to the collection as a 

whole.  You will need to hand in evidence of this. 

2  Read “A Doll’s House” by Ibsen – see letter re this.  Make a page of notes outlining links 

that you can see between Rossetti’s poems and the play. 

 


