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Due to Covid closures in 2020, one Literature text will be dropped. Your teacher will confirm which 3 texts
you will study.
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You should be able to:
 Literal and inferential comprehension:
 Understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context.
 Exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings.
 Distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and what is implied.
 Explaining motivation, sequence of events, and the relationship between actions or
events.
 Critical reading:
 Identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes.
 Supporting a point of view by referring to evidence in the text.
 Recognising the possibility of and evaluating different responses to a text.
 Using understanding of writers’ social, historical and cultural contexts to inform
evaluation.
 Making an informed personal response that derives from analysis and evaluation of the
text.
 Evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features:
 Analysing and evaluating how language, structure, form and presentation contribute to
quality and impact.
 Using linguistic and literary terminology for such evaluation.
 Comparing poems:
 Comparing poems, referring where relevant to theme, characterisation, context (where
known), style and literary quality.
 Comparing two poems critically with respect to the above.
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Assessment Objectives: Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, Blood Brothers & Power & Conflict Poems.
AO
AO1

Assessment Objective
Read, understand and respond to texts.
You should be able to:
 Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response.
 Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.

AO2

Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate.
You should be able to:
 Analyse at sentence level and word level.
 Explore different interpretations.
 Embed accurate & precise quotations.
 Use accurate & precise subject terminology.
 Explore the form & structure of the text.
 Explore the themes & symbols in the text.

AO3

Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written.
You should be able to:
 Explore the social and historical content of the text.
 Understand what influence the writer to write the text.
 Explore how different audiences will react, i.e.: Jacobean audience Vs Modern audience.

Assessment Objectives: Unseen Poetry.
AO
AO1

Assessment Objective
Read, understand and respond to texts.
You should be able to:
 Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response.
 Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.

AO2

Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate.
You should be able to:
 Analyse at sentence level and word level.
 Explore different interpretations.
 Embed accurate & precise quotations.
 Use accurate & precise subject terminology.
 Explore the form & structure of the poem.
 Explore the themes & symbols in the poem.
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Macbeth, A Christmas Carol & Blood Brothers

Power & Conflict Poems

Unseen Poetry

Unseen Poetry: Comparative piece
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Level 6: Convincing, critical analysis and exploration – 26-30 marks.
 A01: Critical response: means looking below the surface – literal meaning and below the surface
meaning i.e.: metaphorical or symbolic meaning.
 A01: Judicious use of precise references: use only key words or short phrases - NOT long
quotations.
 A02: Analysis of methods: explaining the effects of form, structure, language devices and
techniques used by the writer.
 A02: Subject terminology used judiciously: name the device/technique used – precise and
varied subject terminology.
 A02: Exploration of effects: original interpretations that are detailed & sophisticated – need to
link to the reader/audience.
 A03: Exploration of ideas: explore the overall moral/message of the text; look at what
influenced the writer, i.e.: S & H context.
 A03: Detailed links: comparative answer – you are to compare the similarities and differences –
you are not to write 2 separate essays: compare a range of details from both poems – MITSL.

At the top of the level, your response needs to be:
 A critical, exploratory, well-structured argument.
 It takes a conceptualised approach to the full task supported by a range of judicious references.
 There will be a fine grained and insightful analysis of language and form and structure supported
by judicious use of subject terminology.
 Convincing exploration of one or more ideas/perspectives/contextual factors/interpretations.
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AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate
spelling and punctuation.
AO4 will be assessed on Section A only: Macbeth (Paper 1) & Blood Brothers (Paper 2).
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PETAL Paragraphs
P: Point -topic sentence.
E: Evidence – short and well integrated quotations.
T: Technique -name the technique/method used by the writer - critical concepts & terminology.
A: Analysis - sentence level & word level as well a different interpretation.
L: Link – link to S & H context &/ moral or message &/ effect on audience &/second poem.

Connectives that show similarities









Compared to
Similarly
Likewise
Equally
In the same way
As with
Comparatively

Connectives that show differences










Whereas
Instead of
Alternatively
Unlike
On the other hand
In contrast
On the contrary
However

Connectives that show you
are adding/ developing your
point/analysis.
 Furthermore
 Moreover
 In addition
 Additionally
 Also
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 Due to Covid closures in 2020, one Literature text will be dropped. Your teacher will confirm
which 3 texts you will study.
 Macbeth & A Christmas Carol: You will answer on one extract. You will be required to write in
detail about the extract from the set text and then to write about the set text as a whole.
 Blood Brothers: You will answer one essay question from a choice of two – no extract will be
given.
Here is some general information about how to organise your essay.
Introduction








Flag the question – reword the question into a strong statement.
Use words/phrases which draw the examiner’s attention to your question.
Use the writer’s name i.e.: Russell/Shakespeare explores the theme of…
Use key words from the question &/ critical terminology.
Give a brief outline of the issue(s)/theme(s) you will explore.
You may want to explore where the extract is structurally placed in the novel/play.
Do not start: ‘In this essay I will be writing about …’

Main Body: You will need a minimum of 4-5 PETAL paragraphs.
 Methods used by the writer: language devices, pathetic fallacy, foreboding etc…
 Themes &/ symbols being explored
 Structure: cyclical plot / parallel scenes/ rhyming couplets / punctuation / development of
character(s) etc…
 Links to S & H context.
 Explore how different audiences will react i.e.: Jacobean & modern audience.
Conclusion
 Sum up your argument and making sure you are not repeating points.
 You may want to add a new quotation &/ different interpretation.
 Explore the over arching message/moral of the play.
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[30 marks]
Here is some general information about how to organise your Power & Conflict essay.
Compare: a comparison essay expects you to discuss the similarities and differences between two
poems.
Introduction







Flag the question – reword the question into a strong statement.
Use words/phrases which draw the examiner’s attention to your question.
Use the writer’s name i.e.: Browning explores the patriarchal society through the Duke…
Use key words from the question &/ critical terminology.
Give a brief outline of the issue(s)/theme(s) you will explore.
Do not start: ‘In this essay I will be writing about …’

Main Body: You will need a minimum of 4-5 comparative points.


Your topic sentence need to have a comparative point. Throughout your essay, move from one
set text to the other in every paragraph. Start each paragraph with a topic sentence which
summaries how each text is related to your point:











Both poems demonstrate...
Although the first poem has a positive tone, the second poem...
Each of the poems takes a slightly different approach...
The two poems contrast in...
There is a similar description of... in both poems.

Provide supporting details i.e.: quotations or references
Use appropriate subject terminology.
Link your poems– find similarities or differences.
Finish each paragraph/point with a concluding sentence that sums up the point you’ve made
about both texts.

Conclusion
 Sum up your argument and make sure that you make overall connection / distinctions between
texts based on the core terms of your question.
 The conclusion should not be overlong – it is not a repetition of points made before, but a
carefully considered drawing together of your thoughts and responses.
 Some students like to find an apt quotation to base their conclusion around or embed a
different interpretation.
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Writing to compare: below you will find two different ways of structuring your comparative essay.

A Dry Essay: Subject by Subject Approach
The body of such an essay is organised by discussing one subject, point by point, in complete detail
before moving on to the next subject. The writer should select points by which both subjects can be
examined. The number of body paragraphs will be determined by the number of points discussed in the
essay.
A Tasty Essay: Point-by-Point Approach
The body of such an essay is organised by discussing one point at a time and how it applies to each text
before moving on to the next point. Sometimes, this pattern may require more than one body
paragraph for each point being discussed.
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Here is some general information about how to organise your essay.
[24marks]
Poem 1:
Introduction:







Flag the question – reword the question into a strong statement.
Use words/phrases which draw the examiner’s attention to your question.
Use the writer’s name i.e.: Browning explores the patriarchal society through the Duke…
Use key words from the question &/ critical terminology.
Give a brief outline of the issue(s)/theme(s) you will explore.
Do not start: ‘In this essay I will be writing about …’

Main: You will need a minimum of 4-5 PETAL paragraphs.





A point language devices
A point on a theme(s)
A point on a structural device(s)
A point of symbolism/connotations

Conclusion:
 Sum up your argument and make sure that you make overall connection / distinctions between
texts based on the core terms of your question.
 The conclusion should not be overlong – it is not a repetition of points made before, but a
carefully considered drawing together of your thoughts and responses.
 Some students like to find an apt quotation to base their conclusion around or embed a
different interpretation.
[8 marks]
Poem 1 & 2:
Main: You will need a minimum of 3-4 PETAL paragraphs.





A point language devices
A point on a theme(s)
A point on a structural device(s)
A point of symbolism/connotations.
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To what extent is Lady Macbeth presented as a powerful character?
Main
The soliloquy shows the audience that Lady Macbeth has a powerful, albeit evil side to her
personality. This is shown when she says, ‘The raven himself is hoarse’. The noun ‘raven’ has
connotations of death; in the bible, Noah sent out a raven from his ark to look for land after the
Great Flood but it didn’t return. This could possibly mimic Duncan’s trust in Macbeth and
foreshadows his own death later in the play. Furthermore, ravens are also black, symbolising
evil which links to the noun ‘hell’, again possibly foreshadowing the murder of Duncan and its
repercussions for the Macbeths. The alliteration of ‘murdering ministers’ creates a sinister
sound and highlights Lady Macbeth’s powerful ambition and evil nature, which in turn links to
the noun ‘crown’; the meaning here is ambiguous as the audience could interpret this as the
‘crown’ of her head being filled with ‘cruelty’. However, it could also be a reference to Duncan’s
‘crown’ and the cruelty with which she and Macbeth will demonstrate to take it - and therefore
power - for themselves.
Additionally, Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy is linked to the Witches with references to ‘spirits’ and
‘hell’. And like the Witches, Lady Macbeth appears to be an inverted version of what a Jacobean
audience would expect femininity to look like. Her command ‘unsex me here’ demonstrates
that she needs a man’s strength to commit the act of regicide; she needs to ‘make thick’ her
‘blood’ in order to stop the ‘passage’ to ‘remorse’. This demonstrates to the audience that Lady
Macbeth wants to remove all traces of kindness from her personality to fulfill her ambition. Her
use of imperative verbs such as, ‘come’, ‘fill’ and ‘take’, would seem dangerous to a Jacobean
audience; women were meant to be subservient to men and her power here would seem
threating to the patriarchal society of the time. This is probably why Shakespeare demonstrates
her hamartia later in the play; her suicide occurs offstage and she ‘would have died hereafter’
according to Macbeth. The use of ‘hereafter’ makes it seem as though her death was destined
to happen the moment she began to plot the King’s demise and increase her power.
Furthermore, Lady Macbeth appears to the audience to be a strong yet deceptive character.
Later on in Act 2, Scene 1, she tells Macbeth to, ‘look like th’ innocent flower, But be the
serpent under’t’. The use of the imperative verb ‘look’ suggests that she has power and
influence over Macbeth; the use of the word ‘serpent’ has biblical connotations as the serpent
in the creation story tempts Adam & Eve into eating an apple from the tree which results in
their tragic downfall. Her powerful ambition links to Macbeth as Shakespeare could be trying to
13

suggest that attempting to usurp the throne is an act that goes against God himself. This would
have pleased King James as he believed in the Divine Right of Kings and that he was ‘God’s
anointed’ on earth.
Overall, Lady Macbeth’s hubris leads to her peripeteia as all ‘the perfumes of Arabia will not’
clear the ‘fifthly witness’ from her hand. Lady Macbeth’s reverse of fortune leads to her
anagnorisis where she says ‘no more that, my lord, no more o’ that’ suggesting that she wants
no more bloodshed to be shed.
Earlier in the play, she possessed a stronger resolve and sense of purpose than her husband and
was the driving force behind their plot to kill Duncan – ‘the deed’. However, in Act 5 Scene 1,
we see Lady Macbeth’s guilt manifest into her sleepwalking and sleep talking, often regarded
(during the era), as having a troubled soul. Not only does this scene contrast with her powerful
soliloquy in Act 1, but also reflects her mental and emotional state as she no longer speaks in
verse. Shakespeare changes her speech to blank verse in order to show her fall from grace. Lady
Macbeth is consumed with guilt making the audience aware that ‘hell is murky’, implying that
she knows darkness intimately, but also foreshadows that her soul will live a life in damnation.
The pair (Lady Macbeth and Macbeth) have created their own destructive power where they
will forever be tormented by guilt and insanity.
Conclusion
To conclude, Lady Macbeth would indeed seem to the audience to be a powerful woman as she
succeeds in her ambitions, but these ultimately result in her own downfall; this serves as a
Jacobean warning against regicide and to not upset the establishment or order of The Great
Chain of Being.
WWW:









Is aware of the play as a whole – makes references from a range of Acts/scenes.
Judicious use of precise references.
Uses accurate subject terminology.
Explores different interpretations.
Is aware of the form: soliloquy.
Analysis: sentence and word level.
Explores the question: aware of how the character is powerful, but also weak.
Aware of social and historical context






Varied topic sentences.
Explores the genre of the play: Gothic
Explored how different audiences would have reacted, i.e.: Jacobean vs modern audience
Include an introduction

EBI:
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How does Dickens present Scrooge?
Introduction
Dickens uses the story of A Christmas Carol as an allegory in order to explore the universal theme of
greed during 19th century England. Scrooge is used by Dickens as a symbol; he represents all the values
that are opposed to the idea of Christmas – he is a ‘tight fisted’ man who puts money above anything
else. Through the omniscient narrator, the reader is able to explore Dickens’ social commentary of
moral decay and corruption. Furthermore the character of Scrooge is used by the writer as a
mouthpiece to express the more callous justifications and excuses used to defend the harsh treatment
of the poor.
Main
Dickens uses negative imagery to present Scrooge in Stave One. This is suggested when he is described
using the simile ‘hard and sharp as flint’. By Scrooge being compared to stone, suggests that he is a cold
callous man, as ‘no warmth could warm, no wintry weather [could] chill him’. Dickens uses the pathetic
fallacy to represent Scrooge’s nature. By the weather mirroring his behavior we are able to see that he is
emotionless and detached from society as even the ‘blind man’s dog’ avoids him. Furthermore, the
image of a ‘flint’ gives Scrooge a menacing image, which is depicted through the description of his facial
features. Scrooge is described as having ‘red eyes’, ‘thin blue lips’ and ‘old features’, which have
undertones of a devilish character. This idea is further reinforced through the sibilance of ‘sharp’, ‘steel’,
and ‘secret’ (Stave 1), giving an almost ominous and snake like image/sound, therefore, making him the
antagonist of the novel.
Scrooge is a complex character; this is depicted through the simile ‘solitary as an oyster’. On one hand,
the word ‘solitary’ emphasises that he is a lonesome person, who prefers to be isolated away from his
family (Fred) and the community, as he eats his ‘melancholy’ dinner in the ‘melancholy tavern’. In Stave
One is appears as a two dimensional figure, cold-hearted and selfish, who rejects the Christmas spirit –
this can be seen through the exclamative sentence of ‘Bah-Humbug!’ Through Scrooge, Dickens presents
the theme of isolation, which creates pathos for him as a character. It could be argued that due to
Scrooge’s past (painful) memories, he now associated the festive season as one of dread – we later find
out from the Ghost of Christmas Past, that Scrooge was left alone during the Christmas period at school,
additionally, we learn that his ‘sole’ companion died during the season.
However, despite Scrooge’s dismissal of the Christmas spirit, Dickens preempts Scrooge’s
transformation by comparing him to an ‘oyster’. Like an oyster, which has a hard exterior, it does in fact
have a soft interior with a precious pearl inside. The imagery of the oyster, foreshadows Scrooge’s
catharsis as it suggests that there is room to change and that he has a lot to offer the world/community.
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The Ghost of Christmas Present is sent in order to save Scrooge’s ‘sole’ in order for him to escape the
same fate as Marley. Here it is clear that the story which follows will explore the root to redemption and
Scrooge’s way back to God, as the description of the Ghost of Christmas Present mirrors the description
of Jesus Christ. The audience of the era would have been aware of this due to their religious beliefs.

WWW:







Essay is focused on the question & the character of Scrooge
Judicious use of precise references.
Uses accurate subject terminology.
Explores different interpretations.
Analysis: sentence and word level.
Aware of Dickens’ message.






Explored how different audiences would have reacted, i.e.: Victorian vs modern audience
Explore how Scrooge changes as a character and when/where we see elements of remorse.
Embed social and historical context throughout the essay.
Include a conclusion.

EBI:
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How does Willy Russell explore the themes of class and society in Blood Brothers?
Introduction
Will explores how class can make a big difference to society and people’s lives in the play Blood
Brothers. Blood Brothers is set in Liverpool during the 1980s. During the 20 th century
unemployment and poverty was high which lead to a massive gap between the rich and poor.
Willy Russell can relate to this as he was born outside of Liverpool and was part of the working
class. The class divide also meant the education of children would suffer as grammar schools
were free, however, the working class must past the entry criteria. The pass mark was
deliberately made high so that the working class could not attain the entry requirements.
Main
The fact that Mrs Johnstone doesn’t have a first name suggests that she is less an individual and more
defined by her status in society. Mrs Johnstone has a very low social status. She is a working class,
single mother with a large number of children which she struggles to control. As such she represents a
social group that is often much maligned by society, the single parent, living on benefits with a large
number of children. At the beginning of the play the Narrator describes Mrs Johnstone as having ‘a
stone in place of her heart’ representing the attitude towards single parents by some sections of society.
Yet the Narrator suggests that the audience should ‘judge for yourselves’ and Mrs Johnstone is
presented to the audience, according to the stage directions, ‘aged thirty but looks more like fifty’. The
reason for her premature aging is revealed in her opening song ‘we went dancing’ in which she
describes the story of her life so far. In contrast to her current appearance we learn that once she was
young, happy and ‘sexier than Marilyn Monroe’. She met her future husband at a dance, became
pregnant, got married and three months later had her first child, Darren Wayne. Three months later she
was pregnant again and by the age of twenty five when she had seven children and another on the way
her husband left her for a younger woman. We see at the start that Mrs Johnstone is struggling. She
cannot pay the milkman and her children complain of being underfed yet she appears optimistic,
believing that the cleaning job she is due to start will give them enough money to ‘live like kings’.
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Due to Covid closures in 2020, one Literature text will be dropped. Your teacher will confirm which 3 texts
you will study.
Compare the ways poets present ideas about power in Ozymandias and in one other poem from
‘Power and Conflict’.
Introduction
Both Ozymandias and My Last Duchess explore the corruption of power through their structural devices.
Through the sonnet Ozymandias, Shelley explores the idea of human life being insignificant compared to
the passing of time, even for the egotistical king Ozymandias, who believed that his own power would
bring him immortality. Similarly, the Duke in My Last Duchess is also concerned with power and status.
The dramatic monologue (which replicates a one sided conversation) suggests that the Duke is selfobsession and absorbed in his own views and interests.
Main Body
Both Shelley and Brown have created male dominate characters who seem unhinged. The nature of
power in Ozymandias is expressed in terms of tyrannical, cruel behaviour. The remains of a 'vast' statue
are 'stamp'd' with a 'frown' and a ‘wrinkled lip'. It is evident that Ozymandias ruled his ‘antique land’ as
a dictator, without regard for his people. The phrase 'the hand that mock'd them and the heart that fed'
suggests that he gained his strength and power from, and at the expense of, his people. Additionally, the
diction ‘mock’d them’ implies that the people were oppressed and subjugated to his ‘sneer of cold
command’. Furthermore, the alliteration of the harsh sound of the consonance (‘C’), further highlights
the malicious orders that he imposed on his people.
Similarly, Brown explores the domineering character of the Duke through his lengthy single stanza
monologue, which shows us (the reader) the mindset of the Duke. Although the Duke, asks the Count
‘Will’t please you sit and look at her?’ Here the Duke does not wait for a reply to his rhetorical question,
immediately placing him as a commanding character who is forceful. Furthermore, we further see the
Dukes superior nature through the use of imperatives in his speech. The Duke uses commands such as
‘will’t you please rise?’ showing us that he ‘ranks’ himself and his ‘thousand’ year old name as significant
and of value – a ‘gift’.
In Ozymandias, King Ramses II is attempting to be remembered forever and remain immortal in the
hearts and minds of men with his legacy; he is trying to conquer death, whereas, the Duke attempts to
control his wife’s emotions. This difference shapes the nature of the poems as Shelley is a Romantic
poet, attempting to display how much more powerful nature is than man while Browning explores the
psychology of a power hungry murderer, by having him narrate his own emotions. Like the Duke,
Ramses II also uses imperatives as he states that he is ‘king of kings’ and that we should ‘look’ at his
‘works’ in ‘despair’. The phrase ‘king of kings’ has religious connotations of God, suggesting that
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Ozymandias saw himself as the most powerful pharaoh and ruler – more powerful than God himself.
The word ‘despair’ has connotations of permanence and shows the loss of hope for his people. This is
considerable different to how the Duke shows his power. The Duke states ‘I gave commands; than all
smiles stopped together’, suggesting that he gave the orders for his ‘last Duchess’ to be murdered. The
caesura shows that the Duke detached his emotions, showing that his ‘name’ and ‘statues’ meant more
to him that his wife. Both poets create pathos for the victims of these cold and callous men.
Both male dominate characters have a desire to be known and remembered through their legacy.
Ozymandias wants his name to outlive the passing of time, whereas, the Duke believes that his ‘name’
hols value and weight through the history of his ancestors. However, it could be argued, that with the
passing of time, both characters have been left with nothing. Shelly ‘mocks’ the ‘colossal wreck’ statue
in the ‘lone’, ‘[levelled]’ sands that [stretches] ‘far away’. The alliteration of the ‘l’ and the sibilance of
the ‘s’ creates the effect of omnipresence and highlights the scale/power of nature and time compared
to man’s existence. The ‘sand’ that has steadily collected over and buried the statue could be seen as a
metaphor for how time has piled up and buried all memories of Ozymandias.
Similarly, it could be argued that the Duke has also been left with nothing: he has a statue of ‘Neptune’
which is made of cold bronze. He doesn’t realise this himself however, as he cares nothing for human
relationships and is far more concerned, like Ozymandias, with his pride and reputation. The Duke’s
selfish and abusive emotions and his need to compare himself with Neptune is an insight to his own
insecurity, him trying to overcome the fact that he cannot experience true love, and how insecure he is
about not being loved, even by his own wife. Ironically, both men are pitiful and remain very powerless:
Ramses II who attempted to be immortal now long dead and almost forgotten, and the Duke who tries
to control others’ emotions only to be conquered by his own.
Conclusion
To conclude, both characters share key similarities in how their power is presented, such as comparing
themselves to God, but have their differences too. The most striking similarity is the ironic fates of both
men and how pitiful and ultimately powerless they are. The fact that both men are left with nothing,
suggests that both Shelley’s and Brown’s work show us (the reader) how human power is a mere illusion
and does not last forever.
WWW:










Compares throughout the similarities and the differences.
Judicious use of precise references.
Uses accurate subject terminology.
Explores different interpretations.
Is aware of the form: sonnet & dramatic monologue.
Aware of the writer’s craft: Brown explores the domineering…
Analysis: sentence and word level.
Aware of the effects on the reader.
Explores the question: aware of how the characters are powerful, but also weak.

EBI:
 Varied topic sentences.
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Explores structure in more detail, i.e.: enjambment, rhyme, tone etc…
Use high level critical terminology i.e.: hamartia & hubris etc…
Explored symbolism, connotations & euphemisms.
Due to Covid closures in 2020, one Literature text will be dropped. Your teacher will confirm
which 3 texts you will study.

Due to Covid closures in 2020, one Literature text will be dropped. Your teacher will confirm which 3 texts
you will study.
In both The Manhunt and Quickdraw the speakers describe strong feelings of a broken relationship.
What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways the poets present those feelings?
Point on structure:
The structure in Manhunt is used for a particular outcome. The continuous use of short two line stanzas
not only reflects the fragility and weakness of the relationship, it also shows the wife’s actions to try and
comfort her husband. The broken up look of the poem implies that the couples’ relationship has been
ripped to pieces and the couple are trying to piece the relationship back together. Additionally, the
fragmented layout of the rhyming couplets could also emphasize not only the physical damage of his
‘broken ribs’ and his ‘fractured’ and ‘punctured’ body, but also the psychological harm which has
embedded itself deep into the soldier’s subconscious. Finally, Armitage uses enjambment at several
points of the poem which creates the impression of continuous suffering. This can be seen in stanza 4;
the alliterative ‘handle’ and ‘hold’ highlight the careful manner of the wife handing him. This sense of
care and delicacy are echoed in the metaphor ‘porcelain’ to describe his collar-bone, connotation value
fineness and brittleness. This stanza does not rhyme, causing somewhat startling break from the
expected pattern. However, ‘hold’ and ‘bone’ are linked by the assonance of the ‘o’, reminding us of her
desire for physical and mental closeness which is saddened by this physical and mental fragility.
On the other hand, Quickdrawn is written in 16 lines of free verse, in four stanzas. The two middle
stanzas have an irregular shape, since each has a short line. It may be coincidental that they appear gun
shaped, but the effect of placing ‘you’ve wounded me’ on a separate line after the ‘groan’ is not. We
(the readers) hear the her ‘groan’ as if she’s been shot. Both these two end-stop lines are short and are
designed to draw attention to the speakers suffering. The split lines of ‘you’ve wounded me’ and
‘through the heart’ emphasizes just how hurt she is by her lover’s words. Similarly, to Armitage, Duffy
also uses enjambment in his second stanza. The line ‘blast me through the heart’ is used to create
maximum effect on the listener in terms of creating sympathy for the speaker, therefore creating a
personal attachment between voice and listener. Additionally, the enjambment could also emphasize
that the speaker is not in control of her emotions and therefore is too emotional to pause.
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Point on language/imagery:
Duffy, like Armitage also uses alliteration in her poem. The ‘twirl’ of the phone conveys a sense of
confidence in her shot, suggesting that these two have been fighting for a while. The alliterative plosive
sound of the ‘t’ sounds which begins to ‘trigger’ her ‘tongue’ adds to this sense of certainty. The
powerful verbs are uses show the metaphorical gun shots (insults) that are fired to one another,
therefore suggesting that they did not end their relationship amicably. Rather, they fight it out to the
death with words.

Armitage uses many different vivid images in his poem to express the feelings the husband is feelings.
He also describes the physical torture he has endures. The narrator says ‘feel the hurt of his grazed
heart’. This could be interpreted that the solider has been hurt severely emotionally by his experiences
and in turn it has affected his relationship with his wife. The use of the word ‘heart’ signifies not only the
life line and the pivotal engine system of his body, but the love he had and still has for his wife. The wife
is also feeling ‘the hurt’, which creates pathos for the couple as we as readers can sympathize and
understand the roller-coaster of emotions that they are going through. On a deeper level, a ‘graze’ is
normally something that can be mended and healed over time, but if it’s not dealt with correctly, it
could scar which reflects how close their relationship is to breaking point.
Similarly, in Quickdrawn, Duffy uses the metaphor of ‘the silver bullets of your kiss’ which can be seen as
a contradictory statement. As on one hand the word ‘bullet’ suggest hatred and a desire to kill and on
the other hand the word ‘kiss’ has connotations of love and affection. This line could signify the lovehate relationship the two lovers have as well as it being a powerful way of expressing what it’s like to be
in a relationship which is doing you no good. Finally, the violent imagery of the ‘bullet’ shows how
violent and destructive this relationship is, as the lovers attack and undermined each other. However,
despite the poisons relationship being presented repetition of the phrase ‘take this…and this’ makes it
seem unlikely that the violent ‘love’ relationship will end. This is further highlighted through the use of
the ellipsis (…) which shows that their relationship will continue to be unhealthy and ongoing.

WWW:







Sentence level and word level analysis.
Explores different interpretations.
Embed accurate & precise quotations.
Use accurate & precise subject terminology.
Explores some structural devices from both poems.
Explore the themes & imagery – linked to the question.

EBI:
 Compared the form of both poems.
 Explored the central meaning/message of the poems.
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After the first phase,
after passionate nights and intimate days,
only then would he let me trace
the frozen river which ran through his face,
only then would he let me explore
the blown hinge of his lower jaw,
and handle and hold
the damaged, porcelain collar-bone,
and mind and attend
the fractured rudder of shoulder-blade,
and finger and thumb
the parachute silk of his punctured lung.
Only then could I bind the struts
and climb the rungs of his broken ribs,
and feel the hurt
of his grazed heart.
Skirting along,
only then could I picture the scan,
the foetus of metal beneath his chest
where the bullet had finally come to rest.
Then I widened the search,
traced the scarring back to its source
to a sweating, unexploded mine
buried deep in his mind, around which
every nerve in his body had tightened and closed.
Then, and only then, did I come close.

Simon Armitage
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I wear the two, the mobile and the landline phones,
like guns, slung from the pockets on my hips. I’m all
alone. You ring, quickdraw, your voice a pellet
in my ear, and hear me groan.
You’ve wounded me.
Next time, you speak after the tone. I twirl the phone,
then squeeze the trigger of my tonge, wide of the mark.
You choose your spot, then blast me
through the heart.
And this is love, high noon, calamity, hard liqour
in the old Last Chance saloon. I show the mobile
to the sheriff; in my boot, another one’s
concealed. You text them both at once. I reel.
Down on my knees, I fumble for the phone,
read the silver bullets of your kiss. Take this …
and this … and this … and this … and this …
Carol Ann Duffy
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Allusion
Anaphora
Antagonist
Antithesis
Aside
Caesura
Catharsis
Connotations
Dramatic irony
End stop lines
Enjambment
Epistrophe
Euphemism
Figurative language: similes, metaphors, personification, alliteration, rhetorical
questions, onomatopoeia etc…
Hamartia – tragic flaw
Hubris – excessive pride
Imagery
Imperative
Machiavellian
Monologue
Protagonist
Refrain
Repetition
Regicide
Rhyming couplets
Semantic field / semantics
Soliloquy
Symbolism / symbol
Tragic hero/ heroine
Volta – turning point in a poem
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Add your own below:
Key Word

Definition
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Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 1, scene 1 then answer the question that follows.
As the play opens, the witches are seen for the first time.
First Witch
When shall we three meet again
In thunder, lightning, or in rain?
Second Witch
When the hurlyburly's done,
When the battle's lost and won.
Third Witch
That will be ere the set of sun.
First Witch
Where the place?
Second Witch
Upon the heath.
Third Witch
There to meet with Macbeth.
First Witch
I come, Graymalkin!
Second Witch
Paddock calls.
Third Witch
Anon.
ALL
Fair is foul, and foul is fair:
Hover through the fog and filthy air.
Starting with this conversation, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents the witches as
a powerful force.
Write about
• how Shakespeare presents the witches in this extract;
• how Shakespeare presents the witches in the play as a whole.
[30 marks + A04 4 marks]
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A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Stave 1 and then answer the question that follows.
In this extract two men are asking Scrooge to give money to the poor.

“a few of us are endeavouring to raise a fund to buy the Poor some meat and
drink, and means of warmth. We choose this time, because it is a time, of all
others, when Want is keenly felt, and Abundance rejoices. What shall I put you
5

down for?”
“Nothing!” Scrooge replied.
“You wish to be anonymous?”
“I wish to be left alone,” said Scrooge. “Since you ask me what I wish, gentlemen,
that is my answer. I don't make merry myself at Christmas and I can't afford to

10

make idle people merry. I help to support the establishments I have mentioned:
they cost enough: and those who are badly off must go there.”
“Many can't go there; and many would rather die.”
“If they would rather die,'' said Scrooge, “they had better do it, and decrease the

15

surplus population. Besides -- excuse me -- I don't know that.”
“But you might know it,” observed the gentleman.
“It's not my business,” Scrooge returned. “It's enough for a man to understand his
own business, and not to interfere with other people's. Mine occupies me
constantly. Good afternoon, gentlemen!”

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens address the idea of charity?
Write about:



how Dickens address the idea of charity in this extract
how Dickens address the idea of charity in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]
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Blood Brothers
How does Russell use the characters of Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Lyons in Blood Brothers to explore ideas
about class?
Write about:
• how Russell presents Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Lyons
• how Russell uses these characters to explore ideas about class.
[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks]
How does Willy Russell present childhood and growing up in Blood Brothers?
Write about:
• the ways particular characters change as they grow up
• how Russell presents childhood and growing up by the ways he writes.
[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks]
Power & Conflict

Compare how the reality of battle is presented in ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’ and one other poem.
[30 marks]
Compare the ways poets present ideas about power in ‘Ozymandias’ and in one other poem from
‘Power and conflict’.
[30 marks]
Unseen Poetry
In ‘To a Daughter Leaving Home’, how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about her daughter?
[24 marks]

In both ‘Poem for My Sister’ and ‘To a Daughter Leaving Home’ the speakers describe feelings about
watching someone they love grow up. What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways
the poets present those feelings?
[8 marks]
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Here is some general information about what to revise.
Macbeth
 Plot & Structure
 Characters and characterisation
 Macbeth
 Lady Macbeth
 Duncan
 Malcolm
 Donalbain
 Banquo
 Fleance
 Macduff
 Lady Macduff
 The Porter
 The Witches
 Themes
 Regicide – Kingship & Tyranny
 Power & Corruption
 Ambition
 Masculinity & Gender
 Guilt
 Fate & Free will
 Violence
 Divine Right
 The Supernatural & Prophecy
 Nature & Unnatural – Natural Order
 Setting
 Symbols
 Blood
 Hallucinations
 The Weather
 Light & Darkness
 Clothing
 Quotations
 Social & historical context & writers moral/message
 King James
 Witches & Supernatural
 Critical concepts & terminology i.e.: regicide, hubris etc…
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Here is some general information about what to revise.
A Christmas Carol
 Plot & Structure
 Characters and characterisation
 Scrooge
 Fred
 The Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present & Future
 The Cratchit family: Bob, Mrs C, Tiny Tim
 Mr Fezziwig
 Themes
 Compassion & Forgiveness
 Isolation
 Transformation & Redemption
 Memory & The Past
 Guilt & Blame
 Family
 Political / Philosophical Viewpoints
 Greed & Generosity
 Setting
 Symbols
 Marley’s Chains
 Scrooge’s Bed/home & Scrooge as a character
 Scrooge’s Gravestone
 The Turkey
 Ignorance & Want
 Quotations
 Social & historical context & writers moral/message
 Victorian England
 Malthus’ Theory
 The Establishments: workhouses, the prisons & treadmills
 Critical concepts & terminology i.e.: catharsis, hamartia etc...
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Here is some general information about what to revise.
Blood Brothers
 Plot & Structure
 Characters and characterisation
 Mickey
 Eddie
 Linda
 Sammy
 Mrs Johnston
 Mr & Mrs Lyons
 The Narrator & his many parts
 The Policeman
 Themes
 Class & Money
 Nature vs Nurture
 Superstition & Fate
 Coming of Age
 The Power of the Past
 Violence
 Setting
 Symbols
 Marilyn Monroe
 Guns
 Shoes on the Table
 Edward’s Locket
 Mickey’s Antidepressants
 Quotations
 Social & historical context & writers moral/message
 Liverpool
 Class divide
 Education
 Critical concepts & terminology i.e.: antagonist, antithesis etc...
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Here is some general information about what to revise.
Power & Conflict
 Revise the following for all 15 poems:
 Meaning of the poem – what is it about?
 Imagery
 Tone/Mood – track it, does it change?
 Language devices & the methods – look at the critical terminology page.
 Structure
 From
 Themes
 How poems link together – compare: similarities & differences
 Quotations
 Context (if known only).

Add your own notes below:
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