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Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Section A: 
Reading 

1 unseen literature 
fiction text

Section B: 
Writing

Descriptive or 
narrative writing

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

Section A: 
Reading

1 non-fiction and 1 
literary non-fiction 

text

Section B: 
Writing

Writing to present 
a viewpoint

Total exam time:  
1 hour and 45 minutes

All exams will be at the end of Year 11. You will also sit an English Literature GCSE.

AQA GCSE English Language
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You should be able to: 

Section A: Reading 

 Read a wide range of texts fluently and critically and with good understanding. 

 Understand and analyse a word, phrase or sentence in context. 

 Be able to identify the writer’s methods: grammatical terminology and linguistic conventions. 

 Distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and what is implied. 

 Explaining motivation, sequence of events, and the relationship between actions or events. 

 

Section B: Writing 

 You should be able to demonstrate a confident control of standard English. 

 You should be able to write grammatically correct sentences and deploy figurative language. 

 Read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve your own 

writing  

 Write effectively and coherently using standard English appropriately. 

 Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately. 

 Apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical 

terminology, and linguistic conventions in your writing. 
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Assessment Objectives: English Language Paper 1 & 2.  

Section A: Reading  

AO Assessment Objective 
AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts.  

 
You should be able to: 

 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. 
 Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.  

 

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views. 
 
You should be able to: 

 Analyse at sentence level and word level.  
 Explore different interpretations.  
 Use accurate & precise subject terminology.  
 Explore the structure of the text.  
 Link points back to the reader: the effects on the reader.   

AO3 
 
Paper 2 
ONLY 

Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts.  
 
You should be able to: 

 Compare the similarities and differences between the two texts.  
 Link points back to the writer: how does the writer feel/think? 

A04 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references. 
 
You should be able to: 

 Look at the literal meaning and metaphorical meaning of a word/phrase. 
 Explore different interpretations.  
 Use accurate & precise quotations.  
 Embed your quotations and only quote at word level or phrase level – do not quote long 

sentences.  
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Assessment Objectives: English Language Paper 1 & 2.  

Section B: Writing   

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 
 
You should be able to: 

 Express your ideas in a clearly and effectively.  
 Your ideas need to be original and creative – think outside the box.  
 Your tone of voice needs to match the form and audience.  
 Vary your paragraph lengths, i.e.: use a 1 line paragraph for effect.  

 

A06 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling 
and punctuation -worth 20% of your overall marks. 
 
You should be able to: 

 Vary you vocabulary: use a range of ambitious words.  
 Vary your sentence structures: starter sentences and lengths.  
 Vary your punctuation: use a range of high level punctuation.  
 Spell accurately.  
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You will be awarded 1 mark for:  

 Each true response which is drawn from the first part of the text.  

 Responses must relate to the stem of the question.  

 Being able to read explicit (obvious & clear) and implicit (inferential reading) information.  

 Quoting directly from the text or paraphrasing.  

Note: responses that copy whole sections of the text, word for word, will not be credited any marks. 

Answers must be drawn from the beginning of the text, i.e.: lines 1-7.  

 

 

This question assesses language: 

 Words & Phrases 

 Language Features & Techniques   

 Sentence Forms & Lengths  

 

Note: Answers must be drawn from the lines stated, i.e.: Lines 11-20  

 

 

 

 

AO1 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. 

AO2 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views.  
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Below you will find a general list of what to look for. 

Words & Phrases 

 Adjectives  

 Adverbs 

 Cacophony of harsh sounds  

 Connotations  

 Consonance 

 Cumulative effect of chosen words.  

 Euphemisms 

 Imperatives  

 Nouns: abstract & concert  

 Superlative 

 Verbs: Dynamic verbs, aggressive verbs, modal verbs, sensory verbs  

Language Features & Techniques   

 Allusions 

 Anaphora  

 Assonance 

 Emotive language 

 Extended metaphor  

 Foreboding / foreshadowing  

 Fricative  

 Hyperbole / exaggeration  

 Imagery  

 Lists/ triplets 

 MAPSO: metaphors, alliteration, simile, personification, onomatopoeia  

 Oxymoron  

 Paradox 

 Pathetic fallacy  

 Pathos  

 Plosive sounds 

 Pun 

 Repetition: anaphora, epistrophe 

 Rhetorical questions 

 Semantic field  

 Sensory description: see, smell, hear, taste, feel/touch  

 Sibilance 

 Symbolism  

Sentence Forms 

 Asyendetic list  

 Declarative sentence  

 Exclamative sentences  

 Imperative sentence 

 Interrogative sentence  

 Parenthesis  

 Simple, compound & complex sentences  
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This question assesses structural features: 

 Beginnings & endings  

 Perspective shift 

 Development of the text.  

 Paragraph level e.g. topic change or focus shift 

Below you will find a general list of what to look for. 

 A frame narrative  

 Ambiguous ending / cliffhanger  

 Change in mood/atmosphere: creating suspense/tension  

 Cinematic writing/technique  

 Cyclical narrative  

 Dialogue  

 First/third person narration  

 Analepsis – flashback 

 Prolepsis - flash-forward   

 Focus of paragraphs: narrowing down the focus to individual characters/ setting etc…  

 Linear or non-linear narrative  

 More than one narrator – dual narrative  

 Motifs: recurring ideas/themes 

 Repetition – anaphora  

 Single sentence paragraph  

 The beginning, middle & ending of the extract 

 Time shift: shift in time, place or both 

 With-holding information from the reader 

 Tragic Arc – exposition, complication, rising action, falling 

action and denouement.  

 

Note: Answers must be drawn from the whole text, i.e.: different parts 

of the extract.  

 

 

AO2 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use structure to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views.  



 

10 
 

 

 

This question assesses whether you agree with the statement and why. 

You will be awarded marks for: 

 State whether you agree or disagree: you should agree. 

 You can give a counter argument – limit to 1 paragraph/point. 

 You need to give your own personal response: your own feelings 

 You need to name the methods/techniques the writer has used 

to create these feelings. 

 Using quotations: you must include relevant quotations for every 

point made. 

 Evaluating the writer’s ideas critically.  

 

 

 

 

Note: Answers must be drawn from the middle to the end of the text, i.e.: lines 18 to the end.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO4 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references. 
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This question assesses whether: 

 You are able to produce an interesting piece of writing which is imaginative.  

 You are able to organise your ideas clearly.  

 You are able to vary your paragraph lengths i.e.: 1 line paragraph. 

 You are able to use a range of different sentence structures / openers.  

 You are able to use a range of linguistic (language) and structural devices.  

 Match your tone of voice to the form, purpose and audience.  

 You are able to use a range of ambitious words/ sophisticated language. 

 You are able to use a range of high level punctuation.  

 

Note: The writing task is linked to the topic or theme of the reading sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO5 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style 

and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion 
of texts. 

A06 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 

with accurate spelling and punctuation -worth 20% of your overall marks. 
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You will be awarded 1 mark for:  

 Each true response which is drawn from the first part of the text.  

 Answers must be drawn from the beginning of the text, i.e.: lines 1-7. 

 Being able to read explicit (obvious & clear) and implicit (inferential reading) information.  

 

 

This question assesses your ability to synthesise (summarise) two texts.  

You will be awarded marks for: 

 Referring to both source A and source B. 

 Responses must relate to the stem of the question- the focus/theme 

 Summarizing the differences OR similarities – read the question carefully.  

 Being able to read explicit (obvious & clear) and implicit (inferential 

reading) information.  

 Select accurate quotations/references.  

Note: Answers must be drawn from the whole text, i.e.: different parts of the 

extract. Students who refer to only one source are not in effect synthesising 

information and would be capped in level 2 of the mark scheme.  

Note: The question will not require you to consider writers’ techniques or effects. 

 

AO1 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. 

AO1 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. 
 Select and synthesise evidence from different texts 
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This question assesses language: 

 Words & Phrases 

 Language Features & Techniques   

 Sentence Forms & Lengths  

Note: Answers must be drawn from the lines stated, i.e.: Lines 19 to the end.  

Below you will find a general list of what to look for. 

Words & Phrases 

 Adjectives  

 Adverbs 

 Cacophony of harsh sounds  

 Connotations  

 Consonance 

 Cumulative effect of chosen words.  

 Euphemisms 

 Imperatives  

 Nouns: abstract & concert  

 Superlative 

 Verbs: Dynamic verbs, aggressive verbs, modal verbs, sensory verbs  

Language Features & Techniques   

 Allusions 

 Anaphora  

 Assonance 

 Emotive language 

 Extended metaphor  

 Foreboding / foreshadowing  

 Fricative  

 Hyperbole / exaggeration  

 Imagery  

 Lists/ triplets 

 MAPSO: metaphors, alliteration, simile, personification, onomatopoeia  

 Oxymoron  

 Paradox 

 Pathetic fallacy  

AO2 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language to achieve effects and 

influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views.  



 

15 
 

 Pathos  

 Plosive sounds 

 Pun 

 Repetition: anaphora, epistrophe 

 Rhetorical questions 

 Semantic field  

 Sensory description: see, smell, hear, taste, feel/touch  

 Sibilance 

 Symbolism  

Sentence Forms 

 Asyendetic list  

 Declarative sentence  

 Exclamative sentences  

 Imperative sentence 

 Interrogative sentence  

 Parenthesis  

 Simple, compound & complex sentences  

 

 

 

This question assesses your ability to compare two texts.  

Note: For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, together with the whole of Source B. 

You will be awarded marks for: 

 comparing the writers different attitudes  

 comparing the methods they use to convey their attitudes  

 Naming the language or structural technique used  

 Supporting your ideas with quotations/references from both texts 

 Analysing the language or structure technique used – explaining the effect.  

AO3 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across 

two or more texts. 
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Question 5 will test your ability to communicate clearly and imaginatively as well as your written 

accuracy. 

You will be awarded marks for: 

 Producing an interesting piece of writing which is imaginative.  

 Organising your ideas clearly.  

 Varying your paragraph lengths i.e.: 1 line paragraph. 

 Using a range of different sentence structures / openers.  

 Using a range of linguistic (language) and structural devices.  

 Matching your tone of voice to the form (letter, article, speech etc…) and audience (your peers, 

teacher, the general public etc...)  

 Using a range of ambitious words/ sophisticated language. 

 And being able to use a range of high level punctuation.  

 Making sure you answer is focused on the theme of the statement provided.  

 

Note: The writing task is linked to the topic or theme of the reading sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO5 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style 

and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion 
of texts. 

A06 You are being assessed on being able to: 
 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 

with accurate spelling and punctuation -worth 20% of your overall marks. 
 

A05 A06 
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