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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department 
 

English Literature 

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling 
students: 
 
To deliver an exciting, innovative curriculum which enables and empowers our student’s written and oral communication and 
creativity.  
 
 
 

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7  Introduction to KS3 and develop a broad and rich experience of key skills, 
knowledge and vocabulary. All Year 7 students will work on up-levelling their use 
of Tier 2 vocabulary, using the Vocabulary booklets.  
 

 Speaking and Listening opportunities: A variety of Mid-Point assessments will 
consist of spoken language opportunities. Students will be taught how to write 
and deliver cognitively, socially and linguistically. 
 

  Additionally, pupils will be taught to understand and use the conventions for 
discussion and debate, as well as continuing to develop continuing to develop 
their skills in working collaboratively with their peers.  

 

 Pupils will be taught to develop an appreciation and love of reading and will read 
a range of increasingly challenging material. 

 

Vocabulary booklet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Speaking competition, watching 
a range of inspirational speakers 
(through a range if medias), 
presentations, group tasks, debates, 
media focus and class discussion. 
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 Through reading a variety of literature and other non-fiction based texts 
students will practice the art of reading fluently. Students will also be introduced 
to the concepts of analysing implicitly and explicitly. In doing this we will teach 
students how to apply the PETAL conventions into a piece of analysis. 
 
 

 Students will be taught how to craft and structure descriptive and story writing 

 
 
 
 
Ann Frank, Shakespearean text, short 
stories, myths, non-fiction texts, clips, 
films and poetry. 
 
Trip: Getting an external company in to 
perform Shakespearean play and  
 
Trip: Possible matinée theatre trip to 
accompany literature content and 
descriptive writing. 
 
 
 
 
Trip: selected students could go to a 
live writing session, to help up-level 
writing and secure skill. 

Year 8  Year 8 is an opportunity for students to deepen/secure knowledge/key skills, 
read a wider range of more challenging texts. Pupils will read whole books, in 
order to read in depth and to read for pleasure and information (hopefully 
heighten reading ages).  
 

 Alongside this, students will be taught how to independently infer meaning, 
deduce ideas from text and establish their own viewpoints when distinguishing 

AIC- External company to perform play 
Poetry 
Shakespeare-Globe visit 
Public Speaking Competition 
Analyse films- media focus 
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how the writer has crafted their writing to create a desired impact/outcome. 
 

  In addition, student will experience studying setting, plot, and characterisation 
and the effects of these. Moreover, they will be equip with key skills to help 
understand how the work of dramatists is communicated effectively through 
performance.  

 

 All Year 8 students will be introduced to an explicit learning experience of 
reading and analysing Conflict poetry.  

 

 Pupils will continue to develop their knowledge of and skills in writing, refining 
their drafting skills and developing resilience to write at length. They will also be 
taught how to write formal and academic essays as well as writing imaginatively.  
 

 Pupils should develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. They should be taught the correct use of grammar. 
They should build on what they have been taught to expand the range of their 
writing and the variety of the grammar they use.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WAGOLL responses, GCSE skills and 
WAGOLLs 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary Booklets 
 
 
 
Joint trip with Year 7 Live Writing 
opportunity 

Year 9 Students will be taught to: 

 to speak confidently, audibly and effectively in the form of debates & 
speeches/presentations.  

 read a range of high-quality & challenging texts/Literature, such as: Of Mice 
and Men, 19th & 20th Century extracts, poetry and Blood Brothers (modern 
play).  

 Public speaking competition  

 Speaking & listening 
assessments/tasks. 

 Reading & writing tasks which 
are embedded into the SoL.  

 Assessments/mocks 
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 to understand and critically evaluate texts by identifying and interpreting 
themes, ideas and information. 

 to write accurately, fluently, effectively and at length by adapting their 
writing for a wide range of purposes and audiences: describe, narrate, 
persuade and argue.  

 to develop and build vocabulary, grammar and structural and organisational 
features, including rhetorical devices, to reflect audience, purpose and 
context, and using Standard English where appropriate.  

 make an informed personal response, recognising that other responses to a 
text are possible and evaluating these.  

 

 Marking/Feedback  

 Theatre trips 
 

Year 10 Students are to read a wide range of high-quality, challenging, classic literature 
and extended literary non-fiction, such as: 

 one play by Shakespeare - Macbeth 

 works from the 19th – A Christmas Carol & extracts for English Language 
paper 2 

 poetry – Power & Conflict poems since 1789, including Romantic poetry  

 a modern play – Blood Brothers  

 reading literature and other writing as a basis for making comparisons  

Students need to make critical comparisons, referring to the contexts, themes, 
characterisation, style and literary quality of texts, and drawing on knowledge and 
skills from wider reading. 

Through reading a wide range of texts, students will be able to explore aspects of 

Reading the GCSE texts identified.  
 
Class discussions/debates  
 
Spoken Language Unit  
 
Reading & writing task 
 
Theatre trips  
 
Assessments/Mocks  
 
Marking/feedback 
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plot, characterisation, events and settings, the relationships between them and their 
effects. 

Pupils will be taught to speak confidently, audibly and effectively.  Students will be 
given the opportunity to plan for different purposes and audiences, including 
selecting and organising information and ideas effectively and persuasively for 
formal spoken presentations and debates. 

Year 11 Students are to understand and critically evaluate texts through:  

 
 reading in different ways for different purposes, summarising and 

synthesising ideas and information, and evaluating their usefulness for 
particular purposes  

 identifying and interpreting themes, ideas and information  

 seeking evidence in the text to support a point of view, including justifying 
inferences with evidence  

 distinguishing between statements that are supported by evidence and 
those that are not, and identifying bias and misuse of evidence  

 analysing a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form, grammatical and structural 
features, and evaluating their effectiveness and impact  

 

Students will be taught to write accurately, fluently, effectively and at length by:  

 adapting their writing for a wide range of purposes and audiences: describe, 
narrate, persuade and argue  

 selecting and organising ideas, facts and key points, and citing evidence, 

Re-reading the GCSE texts identified 
 
Class discussions/debates  
 
Reading & writing task 
 
Theatre trips  
 
Assessments/Mocks  
 
Marking/feedback 
 
Intervention  
 
After school revision  
 
Model essays/responses  



Curriculum Planning: 2019-20 

6 
The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

details and quotation effectively  

 selecting and using judiciously, vocabulary, grammar, form, and structural 
and organisational features, including rhetorical devices, to reflect audience, 
purpose and context, and using Standard English where appropriate. 

Sixth Form -To develop a range of vocabulary and academic writing skills to prepare students for 
examinations and future studies/career. 
 
- To introduce students to a wealth of English and American Literature, supported by 
extensive contextual knowledge from 17th,18th, 19th, 20th and 21st centuries.  
 
-To promote a full and rounded learning experience where students develop their 
communication skills by delivering subject knowledge and taking responsibility for 
distributing to groups/class. In turn, this will promote resilience and inner strengths for 
school and beyond.  
 

Hamlet trip/ visiting actor for 
assessment purposes and aesthetic 
opportunities. 
 
Literature conference to develop 
understanding and interpretations of 
set texts 
 
Visiting Literature specialist to support 
students with OCR examinations 
 

 
 
In making these decisions, please consider the following questions: 
 

1. Is the intent of your subject curriculum clear and explicit? Have you identified the knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
learners should be developing in each year group? 

2. Do students have the time to cover topics in sufficient depth (mastery)? What do you currently teach which could be 
removed? 

3. Is the curriculum sufficiently ambitious for all? Consider the source materials/texts used. 
4. What are the foundations of knowledge/skills required at KS3, in order for successful study at KS4? Try not to be ‘shackled’ 

by this…consider the importance of learning beyond the specification 
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5. What opportunities and experiences could/should students have while studying your subject? (including trips/visits and 
practical activities) 

6. How does your long-term curriculum planning promote the desired changes in long-term memory? (e.g. sequencing, low-
stakes testing, interleaving) 

7. How does your curriculum link to the local context? 

8. How does your curriculum link to relevant employment opportunities (related to your subject area)? 
9. What method(s) will you use to assess progress? Are there opportunities for students to produce an authentic, high-

quality, ‘final product’? 
10. How will you ensure students have opportunities to read, and develop their breadth of vocabulary in your subject? What 

vocabulary do you take time to develop explicitly? 

11. Are there any curriculum areas where colleagues require professional development? 

 
 


