
Curriculum Planning: 2021-22 
 

1 
The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department Drama / Theatre Studies  

Curriculum 

Intent  

(Overall) 

•  To enable students to build essential communicative skills; becoming independent, adaptive and responsible learners whilst 

encouraging an enthusiasm for creative learning. To develop key performance skills throughout the key stages. Building 

learners evaluative/ analytical skills, enabling them to demonstrate their understanding of how effective theatre is structured.  

Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7 

Intent: Throughout Year 7 we aim to teach and develop the student’s basic performance skills 

and give them opportunity to develop these within rehearsal and performing lessons. Students 

will be able to create and become a character using physical and vocal skills. As part of our 

making assessment focus we intend to cultivate good collaboration in all rehearsals, getting 

students to consider their contributions to tasks.  

We also aim to develop stage craft, explore key texts and use a range of stimulus to inspire 

students work. Students will use a range of Drama techniques when creating their own work. 

Students will be introduced to the stage grid and be able to use the stage directions when 

writing their own script and rehearsing/performing.  

Enrichment sessions (once a fortnight): Exploring social issues including 

racism/prejudice/empathy/ body image – giving students an insight in to these topics and 

encouraging them to empathise and widen their understanding on important societal issues 

through creative exploration. The skills and techniques taught in other curriculum lessons will 

be used and developed in enrichment sessions.  

 

Assessment: Student to be assessment in three different strands throughout the year. Making, 

performing and evaluating. Each SOW has clear Assessment criteria related to one of the 

Whole School production  

 

Haunted Walk at the Halloween disco 

 

Drama club for KS3 

 

Goffs Got Talent  
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strands. These strands are linked to the curriculum at GCSE as these are the foundations of all 

assessment in the subject. 

 

End Goals: Students will understand the layout of the stage grid and be able to use this in their 

rehearsal. By the end of Year 7 students will be able to confidently use subject specific 

terminology in their verbal evaluation of others. Students will be able to use the key skills to 

create a character.  

Key terminology: Masking, corpsing, facial expression, body language, gesture, gait, posture, 

eye contact, proxemics, pace, tone, pitch, volume, pause.  

Students will have experimented with key drama techniques such as freeze frame, thought 

aloud, slow motion, flashback, hot-seating and narration.  

  

Year 8 

Intent: Continue building on practical performance skills taught in Year 7 and developing these 

throughout the year. Exploration of how meaning is created through drama, applying a range 

of techniques. How to build empathy for an audience exploring knife crime and Arson.  

Introduction to varied styles of theatre such as Commedia Dell Arte, Shakespeare, Mask and 

Mark Wheeler’s Docu- Theatre.  

Assessment: Student to be assessment in three different strands throughout the year. Making, 

performing and evaluating. Each SOW has clear Assessment criteria related to one of the 

strands. These strands are linked to the curriculum at GCSE as these are the foundations of all 

assessment in the subject. 

End goals: Students will have an understanding of the varying styles of theatre and have 

experimented with creating theatre in these styles. Students will continue experiments and 

developing techniques used in Year 7 but also have an understanding of a range of new 

Whole School production  

 

Haunted Walk at the Halloween disco 

 

Drama club for KS3 

 

Goffs Got Talent  
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techniques such as leading with a body part, physical theatre, split scene and cross cutting. 

Students will be able to successfully evaluate the work of others.  

Key terminology: Naturalism, Non-naturalism, juxtaposition, Exaggeration,  split scene, 

physical theatre, Commedia Dell Arte.  

 

Year 9 (MPC) 

Intent: The Year 9 MPC year will be used to build students knowledge of a wide range of 

theatrical styles and practitioners. Building blocks of performance applying rehearsal 

techniques. Building independence within rehearsals and resilience. Students will also be given 

the opportunity to watch and evaluate streamed theatre (On the Digital Theatre Platform) and 

be introduced to key theatrical design elements. The intention of this is to broaden students 

understanding of the wide job prospects in the field.  

Assessment: Students won’t be formally assessed throughout this year however they will 

create theatre and be given verbal feedback throughout and after the process that will enable 

them to progress.  

End Goals: Understanding and development of rehearsal techniques (listed in key terminology 

below). Students should able to evaluate the work of others offering analysis and evaluation of 

key moments from performances. Students performance confidence will have developed as a 

vast amount of performance opportunity will be offered.  

Key terminology: Idiosyncrasy, action without words, role swap, improvisation (on and off 

text) hot-seating, visualisation, lighting key terminology, set design key terminology, multi-

rolling.  

Whole School show  

 

KS3 Drama Club 

 

Watching streamed theatre Online 

 

Theatre Trips  

 

Haunted Walk at the Halloween disco 

 

Goffs Got Talent  

 

Year 10 

Intent: In Year 10 students will be given an introduction to the GCSE course and explore 

practitioners and styles to give them the foundations they need to create their own theatre. 

We aim to embed written elements exemplifying their understanding of aims and intentions of 

Whole School production 

 

Theatre Trips 
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playwright and director. We aim for students to create Devising material that have carefully 

considered how meaning can be created for an audience. We intend to give students a mock in 

this unit in half term two for students to hone their devising skills and have the opportunity to 

experience the challenges of the process so they can fine tune their approach for their formally 

assessed unit starting in half term 5. Students will be introduced to their set text ( Blood 

Brothers) and have the opportunity to rehearse and perform key extracts of this text. The 

intention for this is that they will not only be able to grasp a better understanding of plot, 

themes, dialogue and characters but also develop their scripted performance skills in 

preparation for Year 11.  

Assessment: Students will be given feedback throughout the year in a number of ways. 

Detailed feedback will be offered on mock devised unit in Half term 2 so students know how to 

progress for their formally assessed unit in half term 5. Students will be formally assessed in 

this year on their devised unit which includes performance and portfolio.  

End Goals: To have completed a final devised performance that showcases a range of 

performance skills and techniques and creates clear meaning for an audience. Students will 

have created a final portfolio that requires them to research, map develop and self evaluate 

their devised performance.  

Students to a have a secure understanding of the set text and the context of this.  

Key terminology: See GCSE OCR Glossary that all students will have in their folders.  

 

Opportunity to support with running 

KS3 Drama Club.  

 

Haunted Walk at the Halloween disco 

 

Goffs Got Talent  

 

Practitioner Workshop  

 

Year 11 

Intent: In Year 11 we intend to develop the written elements exemplifying their understanding 

of aims and intentions of playwright and director. We intend to teach and develop students 

knowledge of design elements and give them a secure understanding how meaning can be 

created by the use of these elements. We intend for students to have developed their 

Whole School show  

 

Theatre Trips 
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examination skills and have a good understanding on how to structure responses in the 

required time frames.  

 

We intend for students to have the opportunity to explore aims and intentions of scripted 

pieces- genres/styles /interpretation of building appropriate characters. We aim for students 

to develop their performance skills and create clear characters on stage meeting their own / 

playwrights intentions for their scripted performances.   

 

Assessment: Students will be assessed throughout the year and will have key mock/real 

examination points that will inform the majority of assessment.  

Students will have their final scripted examination in March in which they will perform to an 

external examiner.  

 

End Goals: To have completed a final scripted performance and developed their performance 

skills, creating a clear character and meaning for the audience.  

To have a secure knowledge of the set text Blood Brothers, themes, context, structure, 

characters and design elements. Students to have a secure understanding of how to direct, 

perform and design this text to create meaning for an audience. Students to have developed 

their evaluative skills and can successfully visualise, evaluate and analyse live theatre 

considering how the work was successful / less successful.  

 

Key terminology: See GCSE OCR Glossary that all students will have in their folders. 

Opportunity to support with running 

KS3 Drama Club.  

Haunted Walk at the Halloween disco 

 

Goffs Got Talent  
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Sixth Form 

Intent: Throughout the two years of sixth form we aim to develop independence and resilience 

in our learners in their ability and skill of creating and developing theatre. We intend to 

exploring a range of styles and applying methodologies of chosen practitioners/ playwrights. 

We aim to give students the experience of a range of practitioners in the first half term so they 

can explore and understand their preferred style of performance. We aim to give the students 

the tools to create effective devised and scripted performances and encourage them to be 

reflective practitioners throughout the process.  

We aim for students to have secure knowledge of set texts (Servant of two Masters and 

Metamorphosis) and advanced terminology to be able to consider how to perform, direct and 

design these for maximum audience effect.  

We intend for students evaluative skills to be sophisticated and for them to make personal 

evaluative and analytical comment on a range of theatre.  

 

Assessment: Students will be assessed throughout the year and will have key mock/real 

examination points that will inform the majority of assessment. Students will complete their 

devised assessment in Summer of Year 12.  

Students will have their final scripted examination in March/April of Year 13 in which they will 

perform to an external examiner.  

 

End Goals: To have completed an effective devised performance that follows the 

methodologies of their chosen practitioner. To reflect on their research and development 

process in their working notebook.  

Practitioner workshop  

 

Theatre Trips 

 

Trip to Disneyland Paris  

Opportunity to perform to a live 

audience. 

 

Haunted Walk at the Halloween disco 

 

Goffs Got Talent  
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To a secure knowledge of their scripted practitioner and apply their techniques throughout 

their scripted performance. To showcase performance skills and have developed these in order 

to create a clear and effective character for their performance.  

To have strong subject specific terminology and to have developed the sophistication of their 

written work with encouragement in widening their vocabulary and developing their use of 

adjectives when visualising.  

For students that are intending to progress in the field they will have a strong and varied 

foundation of knowledge to give them the head start in their next steps.  

 

 

 

 

 


