
 

On Wednesday 23rd No-
vember our school’s team 
not only participated in, but 
won, the 2022 Mayoral De-
bate in the Broxbourne 
Council Chambers! This win-
ning team was formed by 
Charlotte Bonfante (Y8), 
Liam Paculanan (Y8), Elmaz 
Fevzi (Y9), Aston Williams 
(Y9), Sharon Hood (Y12), 
Meryem Tutuman (Y12) and 
Aleksandra Kolenda (Y12).  

The team were phenomenal, 
blowing the other schools in 
the borough of Broxbourne 
away with their outstanding, 
confident and dominating 
performance. We are so 
incredibly proud of the hard 
work, dedication and pas-
sion they brought to the 
debate - to the point where 
our winning team were 
asked to become members 
of Broxbourne's Young 
Council! Keep an eye out in 
the local papers to see our 
amazing students mentioned 
by the Mayor himself. 

Below is an account written 
by two of our fantastic team 
members, Charlotte and 
Liam: “This half term, Goffs 
Academy has made its mark 
in our local community! We 
both had the pleasure to 
work with four other phe-
nomenal public speakers- 
forming the perfect student 
team that represented our 
school in Broxbourne’s An-
nual Mayoral Debate. 

Our school’s last perfor-
mance in 2019, pre Covid 
19, was winning, so, we as a 
group felt a strong sense of 
determination to keep our 
title. The collaboration be-
tween all involved allowed 
our 10-minute debate on 
this year’s topic to be of the 

winning standard we all 
strived for. On Wednesday 
23rd November 2022, Goffs 
Academy became consecu-
tive champions! 

This year, the question for 
the debate stated: ‘How can 
the Borough of Broxbourne 
build upon the legacy of Her 
Majesty for the impact of 
Broxbourne residents?’.  

When deliberating what we 
could write, our answers 
required much thought, as 
this question requires a 
well-interpreted answer on a 
dear subject. Our goal was 
to ensure our argument was 
unique and hard to ques-
tion. This resulted in us 
making a unanimous deci-
sion to have our debate 
grounded on the focus on 
education and linking ele-
ments of Her Majesty’s du-
ties when on the throne. 

Charlotte wrote about the 
importance of encouraging 
young girls in our area into 
STEM, and Liam wrote about 
allowing educational oppor-
tunities for those in Brox-
bourne who aren’t present-
ed with them. Our Year 9 
teammates wrote on em-

bracing diversity and mental 
health in our Borough’s 
curriculum, and our Sixth 
Formers introduced and 
concluded all four points. 

As younger students, we felt 
very overwhelmed when 
presented with this big op-
portunity, even with our 
previous experiences with 
public speaking last year. 
However, with much support 
from our team, our mayor 
awarded us 1st place for our 
confident performance, and 
our Youth Mayor presented 
all team members the 
chance to join the Borough’s 
Youth Council! 

We both would just like to 
give special thanks to the 
following for their contribu-
tion to our winning perfor-
mance: Aston, Elmaz, Mer-
yem, Sharon, Aleksandra, 
Miss King, Miss Ali, Mrs 
Stewart, any and all staff for 
well wishes and those who 
came to support on the 
night!” 

Charlotte Bonfante and Liam 
Paculanan, Year 8 

Debate Winners 2022! 

Staff Foodbank collection 
As a staff this year we have 
collected Christmas chocolate 
and advent calendars to donate 
to the local foodbank. A little 
note below from Miss Myers, 
our Community Leader.  

Dear all,  

I would like to say a huge thank 
you to all staff that donated in 
our Christmas chocolate collecti
on for the Foodbank. As you 

can see, the generosity was 
astounding. As a staff body we 
have collected 110 items that I 
will be delivering to Broxbourne 
Foodbank. I know the staff at 
the Foodbank will be very 
grateful, as I am sure the chil-
dren will be too when they 
receive these treats over the 
festive period.   

Many thanks, Miss Myers 
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We approach the end of the 
autumn term; the festive spirit 
has been in full swing in 
school this week, and I write 
having just enjoyed listening 
to the school band playing a 
full repertoire of Christmas 
hits during lunchtime. 
 
Looking back over what has 
been a long and busy term, I 
am struck by the ongoing 
consistent efforts of students 
and staff across the school. 
Many examples of students 
going 'above and beyond' are 
celebrated within this news-
letter, which I hope you enjoy 
reading. However, also im-
portant is the quiet determi-
nation of so many students; 
maintaining excellent attend-
ance, unfailingly respectful 
and polite behaviour, and 
trying their best in their learn-
ing, lesson in, lesson out. I 
often have the pleasure of 
talking to students about 
what they have been learning, 
and am unfailingly energised 
by their enthusiasm and curi-
osity. 
 
I must also thank all staff for 
an immense amount of hard 
work over the term; I am privi-
leged to work with an incredi-
bly dedicated team of col-
leagues. 
 
I wish all members of our 
school community a restful 
and happy Christmas break. 
We will look forward to seeing 
students back in school at the 
start of the spring term in 
2023. 
 
Mark Ellis — Principal 

Principal’s  

letter 



 

For the first time 

in two years we 

have had the 

opportunity to 

put on a whole 

school produc-

tion and with 

themes of hope, 

rebellion and the 

power of friendship, Matilda Jr 

seemed the perfect play to bring 

back the magic of theatre to 

Goffs.   

  

Our largest ever cast of students 

have been utterly joyous in re-

hearsals. They have proven to be 

as dedicated as Bruce in eating 

the Trunchball’s gargantuan choc-

olate cake and 

astounded us 

staff with their 

enthusiasm, 

charisma and 

fun. Their ex-

citement has 

been infectious 

and has been a 

fitful reminder to us staff at what 

joy can come about when these 

opportunities are provided to our 

brilliant students.   

  

Despite numerous cast members 

falling ill, none failed to bring light, 

energy and hu-

mour to the stage 

and left the two 

sell out audi-

ence’s in awe. 

Not to mention 

the standing ova-

tion the cast re-

ceived from the 

primary school audience on 

Wednesday the 7th.   

  

Many people have 

been stopping staff 

members involved 

to tell them their 

favourite moments 

were Bruce (played 

by Eden Levy-

Bogle) eating his 

way through 

Trunchball’s 

prized chocolate 

cake, Amanda 

Thripp (played 

by Molly Reyn-

olds) being 

thrown across 

the stage by the 

hideous Trunchball (played by Ash-

lyn Harrington) or Matilda (played 

by Poppy Cunningham) and Miss 

Honey’s (played by Millie Graves) 

duet at the end of ‘When I grow 

up’.    

  

It is safe to say that this year’s 

school production has put Per-

forming Arts firmly back at the 

heart of the school. Reminding us 

all, that if you are kind, hard work-

ing and stand up for what is right, 

you can truly get your happy end-

ing! ‘Even if you are a little bit 

naughty!’   

Mrs Holland (Head of Drama) 

MARVELLOUS MATILDA 
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Year 12 Sixth Form Curriculum 

Enrichment – Learn 2 Live (Road 

Safety Awareness): 19th to 

20th Oct 22 

  

On Wednesday 19th October 

2022, we delivered an extended 

assembly to all Year 12 Sixth 

Form students covering Road 

Safety topics. This was followed 

up on Thursday 20th October, 

when road safety officers from 

the Fire & Police services came 

in and gave a talk to students. 

  

The Learn 2 Live programme it-

self has been designed to pro-

vide young people with the tools 

to assist them in making good 

positive choices as a driver or a 

passenger in a vehicle. The Hert-

fordshire Road Safety Partner-

ship have worked with West 

Herts College to produce this dig-

ital educational programme, 

which consists of a range of 

speakers sharing their experienc-

es of road traffic collisions. 

  

From students attending this 

event, it is hoped that the behav-

iour of some young drivers and 

their passengers will be altered, 

and some life-changing traffic 

accidents can be avoided. 

conical flasks etc. Other examples 

include a tree made from chemical 

compounds & polymers such as 

DNA.  

We have also launched the Science 

Week Competition where students 

have to make their own electricity. 

With household budgets feeling the 

pinch of rising energy costs, the 

competition hopes to inspire innova-

tion among participants. Students 

We launched the Christmas Chemis-

tree Competition, which involves 

students having to design and make 

a Christmas tree decorated in Chem-

istry related items such as test 

tubes, Bunsen burners, goggles, 

can enter either individually or as 

part of a team. Successful partici-

pants will be entered into the nation-

ally acclaimed Big Bang Competi-

tion. A couple of years ago we en-

tered a Y11 student who was judged 

runner up, winning £250. Students 

have been emailed a PowerPoint 

with information on how to enter. 

They can work on their projects after 

school every Thursday in S09. 

Duke of Edinburgh launches to Year 10 and Year 12 

Science Update 

sack, cooking with a Trangia and 

first aid.  Along with preparing for 

the expeditions, students will 

begin their other three sections; 

physical, skills and volunteer-

ing.  Students are required to 

spend 3 or 6 months completing 

these sections, spending a mini-

mum of one hour a week on 

each.  

We have welcomed 36 Year 10 

students onto the Bronze Award 

this year and 16 Year 12 stu-

dents onto the Silver Award.  This 

term students have begun at-

tending Duke of Edinburgh club 

where they will learn the skills 

needed for the expeditions later 

in the year.  Training includes 

reading an ordnance survey 

map, how to pack a 65 litre ruck-

Sixth Form 

Enrichment 
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With the introduction of Personal Devel-

opment onto our timetable this year, we 

have been given an opportunity to work 

with all of our KS3 and KS4 students on 

how we reflect on the 

topics that are covered 

within our weekly assem-

bilies.  

All of our students are 

brought together once a 

week and a presentation 

is given by both staff and 

students which is relevant 

to our school community 

but also the wider world. After assembly 

students are given the opportunity to 

reflect on what they have heard and 

they can discuss the topics with their 

Form Tutor and their peers.  

Some of the questions that students 

have been asked to reflect on this term 

are:  

What will the Queen’s 

legacy be? 

What will you tell future 

generations about her? 

Is your voice heard within 

our community? 

Do you feel like you can 

be you?  

How do you look after 

your mental health?  

Does anyone “win” in a war? 

Do you think you can know you would 

be a hero in advance? 

How do you think bullying can be pre-

vented?  
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Geography – Zoolab 

to glow in the dark. Students 

were also able to hold the ani-

mals if they wished to. All stu-

dents really enjoyed the ses-

sions, coming away from it hav-

ing knowledge of the layers of 

the rainforest and the unique 

global ecosystem it is.  

Year 8 Geography students have 

enjoyed taking part in Zoolab 

workshops this half term. Within 

the workshops, pupils were able 

to learn about the animals which 

are found in the rainforest such 

as snakes, and scorpions.  Stu-

dents thoroughly enjoyed being 

able to see these animals and 

the adaptations they have to sur-

vive in the tropical rainforest, 

such as the scorpion being able 

12/09/22 Queen Elizabeth II 

19/09/22 European Day of Languages 

03/10/22  World Mental Health Day 

17/10/22 Equality and Diversity 

07/11/22 Remembrance week 

14/11/22 Anti- bullying week 

21/11/22 British Values 

28/11/22 Harmful Sexual behaviour 

05/12/22 Human rights 

Assemblies this term 
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On Saturday 8th October 2022, 7 of us 
in Goffs Sixth Form (Sharon H, 
Michaella B, Soraya C, Chloe D, Farid-
ah O, Ela C and Aleksandra K) partici-
pated in the annual, organised 10K 
Walk/Run for Target Ovarian Cancer, 
which took place in Stratford, in the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 
 Initially, this idea started 
with Sharon suggesting we try to chal-
lenge ourselves to run a 10K for chari-
ty, since it was something none of us 
had previously done before. With this 
in mind, and following some research, 
we decided to run for ‘Target Ovarian 
Cancer’ after finding out about the 
amazing things they to do for ovarian 
cancer patients, especially as this can-
cer is extremely difficult to diagnose. 
 As we set up our fundraising 
page, we decided to set ourselves the 
unrealistic goal of raising £1000. All of 
us thought this was near enough im-
possible to achieve, and we contem-
plated changing this to a smaller sum, 
however ultimately decided to try and 
challenge ourselves even further and 
raise as much as money as we possibly 
could to try and reach this huge mile-
stone. 
 Upon finishing setting up our 
team page, we knew we had a lot to 

do in a very short space of time (around 2 
weeks.)  
 Firstly, we asked friends and family 
to donate and sponsor us or share the mes-
sage/link, which many did, and we were so 
grateful for that. Then, after discussions with 
some teachers and some help from staff 
members, Mr Petrou sent out a link to all 
staff members with our team page, and so 
many staff members donated selflessly to 
help support this amazing charity. We also 
spoke in assemblies and form times to try to 
raise awareness of what we were doing. 
 Within the first week, we had man-
aged to raise around £250, which to us, was 
an extraordinary amount. However, we be-
lieved that we could try to raise even more 
money for this wonderful charity. We decid-
ed to run a bake sale in the school, and fol-
lowing the help of the house team, our 
friends and family we baked many delicious 
things, like cupcakes, brownies, and cookies. 
This helped us to raise £448 for Target Ovari-
an Cancer, which is an incredible amount. 
 As our 10K run got closer, we man-
aged to raise more and more money, which 
was gradually increasing as the days went by. 
On the day of our run, we travelled to 
Stratford, with a few obstacles along the way 
due to train strikes and various other disrup-
tions; we registered, with each of us receiv-
ing a number. We then went to the start line 

and began our run/walk. It was a great 
way to connect with people, and everyone 
was so supportive. Upon finishing, we 
were all exhausted, however Soraya’s 
Mum very kindly treated us to a picnic in 
the sun, which was delicious, and we very 
much appreciated after our tiring run. We 
had some pasta, true to our team’s name. 
 Overall, we managed to 
raise £1,210 for Target Ovarian Cancer, 
which is an astonishing amount, and we 
never believed we could ever get to. 
 We would all like to say a massive 
thank you to anyone that helped us in 
making this possible, whether by baking 
something, donating, spreading the word, 
or helping to set up. We all appreciate it so 
much and are very grateful! I would say 
this has been a truly great experience and 
would highly recommend to anyone that 
wants to raise money for charity or wants 
to give themselves a challenge!  

Written by Aleksandra Kolenda 

10K Walk/Run for Target Ovarian Cancer  



 

The Community Leadership Groups 

have had an extremely successful 

first term. It has been very exciting 

to see more members of our com-

munity wanting to get involved than 

ever. In September the House and 

Parliament teams met and prepared 

pitches for four charities that they 

delivered during community assem-

blies in October. In form sessions 

students across the school voted 

out of a choice of four charities and I 

am pleased to inform you we are 

going to be supporting Isabel Hos-

pice this year. Isabel Hospice is a 

local charity caring for hundreds of 

people across eastern Hertfordshire 

each year. Their vision 

is Outstanding Palliative Care for All 

and they support patients and their 

families who are living with life-

limiting illnesses and conditions. I 

hope you agree this is an extremely 

worthy cause to donate to. There will 

be plenty of exciting opportunities to 

raise money for our charity this year 

and hopefully we will see the big 

difference our fundraising will make 

to this local charity.  

 

I also want to say thank you for your 

support with the Harvest Food Col-

lection that ran in October. Students 

and staff donated a phenome-

nal amount of food with 938 

items donated in total to Broxbourne 

Food Bank. The houses battled it 

out to collect the most items to re-

ceive the top place and gain the 

500,000 house point prize.  

In 4th place collecting 176 items 

was Hawk house 

In 3rd place collecting 188 items 

was Phoenix house 

In 2nd place collecting a whopping 

309 items was Eagle house  

Therefore in 1st place collecting an 

astounding 310 items was Falcon 

House. All houses will be rewarded 

with house points however Phoenix 

have won the 500,000 house points 

for coming first. Thank you to every-

one that donated, Broxbourne Food-

bank also pass on their gratitude 

and explained how donations are so 

vital at this challenging time to ena-

ble them to support the wider com-

munity. 

 

 

This last week of term last half term 

was a spooktacular affair with the 

year 7 Halloween Disco which was a 

night full of tricks and treats. The 

students who were brave enough 

took on the Haunted Walk and the 

majority of them left running out the 

other end screaming in fright. The 

costumes were some of the best yet 

and it was very evident the students 

had gone to a lot of effort. Thank 

you for all the attended the event 

and purchased snacks and tickets 

as we were able to raise £1120.55 

for our school charity, The Isabel 

Hospice. Student leadership inter-

views took place on Thursday 24th 

November with a strong field of ap-

plicants who had some exciting and 

innovative ideas for fundraising and 

school-based competitions. The new 

captains for this academic year are 

below. I am excited to work with the 

leaders and watch them action their 

ideas throughout this academic 

year.  
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Feeling good at Goffs Academy 

This term at Goffs we have been focus-

ing on Anti-bullying awareness as we 

celebrated National Anti-bullying week 

with a week of assemblies. We raised 

awareness for the mental health issues 

caused by bullying and ensured stu-

dents were reminded of the steps in 

place at school to report any bullying 

(inside and outside of school.) The quick 

email link on the Goffs Webpage (next to 

the safeguarding reporting link) was 

pointed out to students as this is the 

most effective and anonymous way of 

reporting any concerns. 

We will be appointing Wellbeing Ambas-

sadors and students are encouraged to 

sign up to the team by submitting their 

names to their Form tutors. The interest-

ed Sixth Form students will be interview-

ing for leadership positions in the sec-

ond week back after the Christmas Holi-

days. 

We look forward to implementing even 

more support to students through men-

toring once our Wellbeing Leadership 

team received their training in the new 

year. A very positive start to the year. 

Students have also been made aware of 

the online services available in Herford-

shire: Wellbeing: Hertfordshire support 

and resources - Hertfordshire Grid for 

Learning (thegrid.org.uk) is one specifi-

cally for 16+ students. For younger stu-

dents as well as older ones, Services for 

children and young people 

(hertfordshire.gov.uk). There are several 

other services available and remember 

that the GP would be your first port of 

call in any pressing concerns for referral. 

 

Mrs Kleynhans 

Mental Health and Wellbeing lead 
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ICT & Computing Department’s  

Christmas Desktop Competition 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

entries Mr Ellis was given the final deci-

sion to choose the winning design. This 

year the winner was Robin Palfreman in 

7E. The winning design is displayed on 

all computer desktops around the 

school. Robin’s design can now be seen 

on all computers around the school dur-

ing the last 2 weeks of Christmas. Well 

done to Robin Palfreman and to all stu-

dents who entered the competition.  

Mrs Nessa (Head of ICT and Computing) 

The ICT and Computing department runs 

the Christmas Desktop competition eve-

ry year where students from Goffs Acad-

emy have the opportunity to design the 

school’s Computer desktop related to 

the theme of Christmas. We had many 

entries from students across various 

year groups and after choosing the top 2 
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LRC Update  
There’s been lots going on in the LRC 

over the past couple of months, and I 

hope you’ve managed to come and 

have a look at some of the new books 

I wrote about in the last newsletter. 

 

Remembrance 

In November we marked Remem-

brance Sunday with a display of 

books relating to war and conflict. 

There was also a display of war poet-

ry, primarily from First World War po-

ets, who so eloquently and poignantly 

tell us of their experiences in the 

trenches. Amongst the poems was 

‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon, 

which introduced the now familiar 

words: 

“They shall grow not old, as we that 

are left grow old: Age shall not weary 

them, nor the years condemn. At the 

going down of the sun and in the 

morning We will remember them.” 

 

Reading Support 

I am pleased that we have also host-

ed some new and exciting initiatives 

in the LRC recently. Our Reading Men-

torship sessions, as well as a recent 

‘Rise and Read’ workshop for a selec-

tion of Year 7 and 8 students, have 

been a great success. Thank you to 

everyone who has been involved. 

 

Reading Advent Calendar 

This month, we’ve been counting 

down to Christmas with our Reading 

Advent Calendar. Each day, I’ve put 

up a new book recommendation to 

give you some ideas for festive reads. 

If you haven’t taken one out of the 

LRC yet (you’ll find them on the 

‘Recommendations’ shelf), you can 

always pop into your local library over 

the holidays, or check out 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Li

braries-and-archives/Books-and-

reading/Ebooks-and-

Audiobooks/ebooks-and-

audiobooks.aspx. If you’re a member 

of Hertfordshire Libraries, you can 

read e-books and listen to audiobooks 

for free, with a great choice from the 

latest bestsellers to fantastic non-

fiction books and plenty of classics 

too. It covers books for children and 

adults, so there really is plenty to 

choose from! 

We’re already making plans for excit-

ing activities in 2023 so keep an eye 

out for World Book Day news and our 

latest new book arrivals in the LRC. 

 

New Year Reading Resolutions 

New Year is a good time for resolu-

tions and, although it can be hard 

keeping them beyond January, they 

are usually well-worth making the 

effort for. So why not try making some 

new Reading Resolutions too? 

 

Read every day 

Find a time that suits you to pick up a 

book every day. It can be anything you 

like - a fiction book, non-fiction, a 

blog, magazine, online content. Stud-

ies have shown that there are multi-

ple benefits to reading, including that 

it can help with our mental health. In 

2023 why not really try to make read-

ing a part of your routine? 

 

Try something new 

Don’t just stick to reading the same 

thing. Challenge yourself to try a new 

genre or a new author. Or try a differ-

ent reading material – if you always 

read online, try an old-fashioned 

newspaper or a magazine. 

 

Join the library 

Become a member of Hertfordshire 

Libraries. It’s easy and it’s free! 

 

Come to the LRC 

We have some amazing books in the 

LRC, so if it’s been a while since you 

had a look around, or even if you’ve 

not been yet, come and see us! 

Ask for book suggestions 

If you’ve not read anything for a while 

or if you’re looking for some inspira-

tion then why not just ask? See if your 

friends can suggest a new book or 

ask one of your teachers. Maybe 

someone at home could suggest 

something. Of course, I’m always in 

the LRC at lunchtimes and I’m happy 

to help find new reads for you. 

 

Don’t give up 

Sometimes it can take a while to get 

into a book, so please make it past 

the first few pages! It will be worth it 

in the end. 

 

Book Recommendations 
Here are a few suggestions (available 

in the LRC) to get you started. 

 

To Kill a Queen by 

Valerie Wilding 

 

 

Kitty Lumsden is a 

12-year-old girl in 

Elizabethan Eng-

land, and this is her 

(fictional) diary. It 

covers the years 

1583 to 1586, a 

time of plotting and intrigue. Kitty and 

her family live near the Tower of Lon-

don and they become involved in a 

dangerous scheme that sees enemies 

of the Queen plot to kill her and place 

Mary Queen of Scots on the throne. 

Kitty gets mixed up in this secretive 

world of spies, betrayals and conspir-

acy. Will her family be safe, or will 

they end up in the dreaded Bloody 

Tower? 

 

Young Samurai – The 

Way of the Warrior by 

Chris Bradford 

 

This is the first in a 

series of nine books 

set in 17th century 
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Japan, where we follow the ad-

ventures of Jack Fletcher, an Eng-

lish boy who has been ship-

wrecked. The crew of his ship, 

along with his father, have been 

killed by ninja pirates and Jack is 

left alone. A master swordsman 

comes to his rescue and takes 

him to his dojo to train him in the 

art of the samurai warrior, but 

Jack is an outsider there and 

feels isolated. The ninja leader, 

Dragon Eye, still wants Jack’s 

father’s journal and Jack is in 

danger. Can Jack use his new 

samurai skills to defend himself 

against such a deadly enemy? 

 

Stay Where You Are and Then 

Leave by 

John Boyne 

 

Written by 

the author of 

‘The Boy in 

the Striped 

Pyjamas’, this 

is a poignant 

book set at 

the time of 

the First 

World War. Alfie Summerfield is 

only five when his father goes to 

war, and by the time he turns 

nine his world is very different. 

His father has not come home 

and hasn’t sent a letter for over a 

year. Alfie is sure his father is 

dead, and he has to grow up 

quickly to help his mother put 

food on the table. He sets up a 

shoeshine stand in Kings Cross 

Station and one day, while shin-

ing an army doctor’s shoes, he 

sees his father’s name on a list of 

men who may be at a hospital 

nearby. Alfie feels it is his duty to 

look for his father, but when he 

reaches the hospital he does not 

find what he is expecting. An emo-

tional but 

heart-warming 

read. 

 

Code Name 

Verity by Eliza-

beth Wein 

 

The setting for 

this book is 

Nazi-occupied 

France during 

the Second World War. Two young 

British women are attempting to 

carry out a secret mission behind 

enemy lines, but they now face 

disaster. Verity has been captured 

by the Gestapo and is forced to 

write a confession or face torture 

and execution. In her desperation, 

will she unwittingly betray her 

best friend who she believes to be 

dead but who has found her way 

to the French Resistance? This is 

a story of courage and friendship 

with genuine ‘didn’t see that com-

ing’ twists. 

 

Small Island by Andrea Levy 

 

Small Is-

land is set 

in post-war 

London 

and follows 

characters 

from the 

Windrush 

generation 

as they set 

out to build 

new lives 

after the Second World War. It 

also features flashbacks into 

some of their lives in Jamaica 

before war broke out. We meet 

Queenie Bligh who has taken in 

Jamaican lodgers, despite the 

disapproval of some of her neigh-

bours. One of these lodgers is 

Gilbert Joseph who had served in 

the RAF but now finds himself 

treated not as a hero, but as a 

second-class citizen. His wife 

joins him expecting the England 

of her dreams and is disappoint-

ed to find a grey, cold country 

struggling to recover from the 

recent war. We meet other char-

acters who must navigate their 

challenging post-war lives, and 

each chapter is told from an indi-

vidual’s perspective. This book is 

about prejudice, racism, struggle, 

optimism, forgiveness and so 

much more. 

Staff Wellbeing 

Wreath  

Making! 



 

Rugby is continuing to grow at Goffs 

which is extremely pleasing. The new 

influx of Year 7 students has been really 

pleasing as not only have we got existing 

Rugby players from local clubs, the tal-

ent in lessons from students who have 

never played before is also high. The 7’s 

have already beaten Simon Balle and 

Leventhorpe, played in 2 tournaments at 

Cheshunt RFC and are looking forward 

to their next games in the new year 

against Robert Barclay, Chauncy, Brox-

bourne and John Warner. 

  

The Year 8’s have also been very com-

mitted to training and will look to en-

hance their reputation in the District as 

being a top side. Their communication to 

organise defensive lines has always 

been a huge strength making it very 

difficult to break down coupled with the 

power of the students means they are a 

strong side. Their first game is on Mon-

day 19th December against Chauncy 

with games in the new year against Si-

mon Balle, Robert Barclay, Broxbourne 

and Leventhorpe and they will play their 

tournament at Cheshunt RFC too. 

  

The 9’s have also played one game this 

year beating Simon Balle. Although the 

numbers are not as high in the Year 9 

team, it has meant some Year 8’s have 

been able to demonstrate their ability by 

playing up a year group and certainly 

didn’t look out of place smashing into 

tackles with students a year older than 

them. They have their next game on 

Wednesday 11th January against John 

Warner with Chauncy and Leventhorpe 

still to play as well. 
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Football 

they are looking towards the District Cup 

as their way to prove their ability. 

  

The Year 9 team have some fantastic 

players, but again have struggled to 

build patterns of play (blame the coach!) 

which has meant they have conceded 

possession too easily. They can certainly 

look at the District Cup as their way to 

gain some silverware as the foundations 

of a top side are there for all to see. 

  

With 687 schools entering into the Year 

10 National Cup, reaching the final 64 is 

an amazing achievement for this side. 

They manage games exceptionally well, 

are hard to break down, physical in the 

tackle and ruthless in attack. Although 

they are out of the County Cup, they will 

hope to progress in their next National 

Cup game as well as the District Cup. 

  

For the Year 11’s this is the last time 

they will play with many of the same 

people so it is really important that they 

finish their school Football with a trophy. 

Reaching the final 128 of the National 

Cup was a great achievement consider-

ing the 634 schools who entered. Losing 

to Aldenham School in the County Cup 

was disappointing so it should provide 

the motivation for them to progress very 

far in the District Cup. 

  

Sixth Form Football is always hit and 

miss depending on the retention and 

intake of new students. This year, the 

current Year 12’s have really helped 

boost the quality of the side and ena-

bled them to reach the last 32 of the 

National Cup. They really do have a good 

chance to progress as the side has 

some exceptional players. 

 

Football has continued to thrive at the 

school with teams progressing far in 

numerous competitions. Our new Year 7 

team are a very strong side who have 

made Round 4 of the National Cup but 

were unfortunately defeated 2-1 by Par-

miters School. Considering they made it 

to the last 128 of schools nationally with 

the competition starting with 636 

schools, it shows this is a side who are 

going places. 

  

The Year 8 team need to work on team-

work as they have unfortunately been 

knocked out of the County and National 

Cup in the first rounds but there is quali-

ty within the side with all games being 

close. They can certainly progress and 

 

Rugby 

SPORTS HEADLINES 
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Since the beginning of term, the Year 

12 Goffs Sports Academy (GSA) team 

have been running Friday Football for 

Year 7s after school on the Astroturf.  

 

The GSA team are covering all ele-

ments of running this after school 

sports club. We are acting as sports 

leaders/coaches, timekeepers, refer-

ees and sometimes even joining in 

with the games when the Year 7’s 

need us. 

 

The Year 7s have been split randomly 

into 6 teams. We’ve had a great turn-

out of both boys and girls of all abili-

ties enabling us to have them com-

peting in a mini league. Their enthusi-

Goffs Netball club is extremely invit-

ing, fun and welcoming. It encourages 

a positive attitude to sport as well as 

a little bit of friendly competition! It is 

a chance to develop your netball skills 

and make new friends! I enjoy netball 

club at Goffs because I am able to 

play a sport which I love against many 

schools across Hertfordshire in the 

County Cup competition. These games 

have advanced our netball skills mas-

sively as we were able to learn new 

attacking and defending methods. - 

Favour Emelogu, Year 8 

Friday Football 

Netball 

asm and competitive nature has been 

great to see. 

With only a few more sessions left to 

play, there is a close battle going on at 

the top of the table (which is on the left) 

between team 2 and 4. 

 

The GSA team have really enjoyed this 

experience and it’s been great to see all 

the Year 7s having fun too! 

 

Well done to all the Year 7s that have 

taken part. 

 

By GSA Team, Year 12 

Our year 10 netball team have had a 

great start to the season. We are current-

ly in the semi-finals of the county plate.  

We also entered the Anne Miles Hertford-

shire County Schools tournament in Octo-

ber as an U16 squad. This was a great 

tournament and we ended up winning 

the plate by beating Chancy School in the 

final!!! This was by far my greatest 

achievement at Goffs! -  

Leila Abid, Year 10 

Girls Football 
Girls football has been a great success 

this term, with over 40 girls turning up 

to training each week and having teams 

across all year groups. Following the 

success of the Lionesses, our U14 team 

were determined to suc-

ceed and have had their 

best performance so far. 

The U14 Girls reached 

round 4 in the National 

Cup which is an amazing 

achievement for the team. 

This team are incredibly 

supportive of each other 

and encourage each other 

to be the best they can. 

The team won games with 

excellent scores such as 11-0, goals 

scored by many members of the team. 

Unfortunately, they lost 4-3 in round 4. 

It was a very intense game and the girls 

worked incredibly hard right until the 

last minute of the game. Some of the 

team are part of the Sports Leadership 

programme and led a Girls football house 

tournament, this was a great success and 

the leaders were excellent at encouraging 

participation in Girls football.  

The U13 Girls started off the 

year with a 9-0 win in their first 

National game together. The 

team worked well together and 

were a credit to the school. The 

team got through to round 3 

and unfortunately lost 2-0. 

However, we still have the 

County Cup to play, which we 

are hopeful to progress in.  

The year 7 Girls team had their 

first District game and drew 1-1 against 

John Warner, this was a really promising 

start for the team and we look forward to 

the rest of their games after Christmas.  

Mrs Mitchell 



 

Our Achievements at KS3 

Look no further to see what our KS3 

students have been learning alongside 

the fantastic achievements of each year 

group… 

Year 7 

It's been all about the thrill of the plot 

twist and the unexpected development 

for Key Stage 3 students recently. Year 

7 students have been looking at how 

tension builds for Musa in the novel, 

Welcome to Nowhere and developing 

their analytical skills by working on PET-

AL paragraphs. Even 

though PETAL para-

graphs are new to 

most students at this 

stage, they have han-

dled the challenge like 

Duncan seeking re-

venge on Macbeth – 

with resilience and 

tenacity! 

 

Year 8 

Students in Year 8 have been enjoying 

exploring the never-ending, shocking 

and dramatic twists and turns in Roald 

Dahl's Tales of the Unexpected. They 

have specifically loved guessing where 

the short stories may end, allowing their 

teachers to witness young authors in the 

making! This has linked well with their 

previous study of Greek Myths as stu-

dents have been able to learn a huge 

variety of narrative techniques, keeping 

their inquisitive minds wondering what 

the next story will entail! 

 

Year 9  

Year 9 students have been on a journey 

of emotions whilst studying the popular, 

modern play ‘Blood Brothers’- they have 

been torn from the comedic, light-

hearted scenes of the brothers address-

ing the turmoil of adolescence, to the 

heart-breaking events surrounding the 

emotive ending of the play. Students 

have been lucky enough to watch clips 

from a variety of performances to help 

with their understanding of the intrica-

cies of growing up in Liverpool during 

the 1970s. 

 

Our Achievements at KS4 

Year 10  

Year 10 have had an extremely busy 

term in English this year focusing on 

both Language and Literature topics. 

The year group began the year studying 

J.B Priestley's An Inspector Calls, explor-

ing the social and historical context of 

the play as well as the impact the play 

would have on an audience. Students 

studied characterisation, themes, as 

well as considering the impact of any 

stage directions. All students were keen 

to find out who actually caused the 

death of Eva Smith! The mystery re-

mains unresolved! 

 

Students were then introduced to their 

first GCSE English Language Paper, Pa-

per 1, and were taught the important 

skills of annotating and analysing a text, 

identify both language and structural 

techniques and discussing the impact 

on a reader. This can be tricky but zoom-

ing into the impact of key words has 

allowed students’ confidence to build 

which is imperative at this time in their 

GCSE course. 

 

Currently, Year 10 are 

studying another of 

their literature texts, 

Charles Dickens' A 

Christmas Carol and 

are applying the skills 

taught in half term 1 

to their new text. 

 

Year 11 

Year 11 must be commended for their 

great work ethic this term, especially in 

the lead up to their mock exams: English 

Language Paper 2 and English Litera-

ture Paper 2. In preparation for their 

mocks, students revised their key litera-

ture texts An Inspector Calls and Power 

and Conflict poetry. The students also 

took part in our "Walking, Talking 

Mocks" in the hall to prepare them for 

their Language mock. Thanks to their 

passionate attitude to learn, this proved 

to be a huge success for their actual 

mocks; all students were engaged and 

made the most of this valuable oppor-

tunity. The year group have demonstrat-

ed a high level of resilience this half 

term and have all showcased the incred-

ible responsible learners they are. 

 

Our next set of mocks will be on English 

Language Paper 1 and English Litera-

ture Paper 1; please encourage our pu-

pils to start revising for these exams by 

completing past papers for language 

and revising their key literature texts; 

Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol and 

William Shakespeare's play Macbeth. 

 

Oracy Within our English Curriculum 

 

This term in English we have begun to 

incorporate oracy into our curriculum 

across Key Stage 3 and 4 – with much 

success! We have had lots of fun in les-

sons trialling using discussion roles, 

probing questions, the vocabulary bull-

seye and most exciting the talk detec-

tives. Even with the short implementa-

tion process so far, we have clearly seen 

improvements in students’ abilities to 

discuss key topics, their choice of phra-

seology and a significant advances in 

their Tier 2 vocabulary! We cannot wait 

to continue to include oracy into our 

curriculum! 
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Oracy:  

The ability to express 

oneself fluently and 

grammatically in speech 

English Department Update 



 

Goffs Academy News 

This half term in Maths years 7 and 8 

have been trialing a new homework 

platform called Sparx Maths. Sparx is an 

exciting online platform that offers every 

student a personalised maths home-

work. 

Sparx personalises each child’s home-

work, creating a weekly set of questions 

tailored to their level of understanding 

and learning pace. The questions are 

designed to be achievable whilst offer-

ing the stretch that learners need to 

make progress. 

Sparx Homework is deliberately de-

signed to help students really get to 

grips with and understand the concepts 

and skills they are learning by ensuring 

they cover the essential building blocks 

needed to make progress in maths. 

Sparx’ research (sparx.co.uk/evidence) 

has shown that an average of 60 

minutes a week of this type of personal-

ised maths home learning leads to clear 

progress. 

We have had some great feedback from 

both students and parents about how 

easy Sparx is to use and how much it is 

helping students practise what has been 

covered in class. 

The Maths Department would like to 

congratulate the top 10 students who 

have achieved the highest amount of XP 

points since the introduction of Sparx, 

through completing their homework and 

doing extra practise. The names will go 

up on the Student of the Week board 

outside F14 and will be updated on a 

weekly basis with each student receiving 

an R4! Also, at the end of each half 

term, one student with a 100% comple-

tion rate will be chosen at random to 

receive a prize! 

Well done years 7 and 8, keep up the 

amazing work! 

 

Mrs Collier (Head of Maths) 

jewellery, metalwork including silver, 

portrait miniatures, post-classical sculp-

ture and textiles and students were en-

couraged to look around and explore. 

Miss L Abazi (Head of Textiles) 

On 28th November 2022 the 'Fashion & 

Textiles' department took 60 students 

from years 9- 13 to the Victoria & Albert 

museum to see the exhibition 'Africa 

Fashion'.  

Students were able to see a range of 

garments and accessories from several 

countries including South Africa, Ghana 

and Egypt to name a few.  

The exhibition highlighted the incredible 

work of several black photographers, 

textile and fashion designers which cap-

tured our students' imagination.  

The museum has several collections 

including the art of photography, British 

watercolours and drawings, ceramics, 

fashion, furniture and woodwork, glass, 

Page 13 

SPARX comes to Maths 

Textiles go to the V&A! 



 

PUZZLE 

CHRISTMAS CRACKER 

JOKES 
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The CCF have had a fantastic start to the 

year with a record number of cadets be-

ing on strength. 43 cadets now turn out 

on either a Tuesday or Thursday to repre-

sent Goffs each week – a great testa-

ment to the community and family creat-

ed by the cadets. 

  

Training this year has included a wide 

range of activities, from combat skills, 

drill, first aid, STEM training and more. In 

October cadets camped overnight in the 

local woods in Ware and performed night 

patrols and cooking army rations under 

the moonlight.  

It is worth mentioning our current senior 

cadets and to thank them for the stand-

ard they set for our juniors with particular 

thanks to: 

  

Corporal Volpe – for her unerring sense 

of duty and effort 

Lance-Corporal Moore – for his excep-

tional drill and determination to turn out 

every session 

Lance-Corporal Edgely – for her determi-

nation and excellence on a weekly basis 

Lance-Corporal Coffey – for her dedica-

tion on a weekly basis and for challeng-

ing herself 

 

We had an exceptional dinner with all 

senior cadets, attended by Principles 

from both Goffs and St Edmund’s Col-

lege. The three course formal dinner was 

fantastic and attended with all the appro-

priate ceremony of such an important 

occasion. 

  

We look forward to our ongoing success 

and future camps. 

  

Finally we said a goodbye to 2nd Lt Crichton 

as she moves on to work in a senior role in 

science. Thank you Ma’am for your ser-

vice.  

Written by Lt Gill 

CCF UPDATE 

This has been a busy half term for Year 

12 Psychology students, who were 

tasked with conducting an observation-

al study. Before half term students 

were asked to plan and design an ob-

servation into an area of their choice, 

for example to examine whether males 

or females use their time productively 

during their free study periods. Stu-

dents had to carry out their observa-

tions, analyse their data and then write 

up their report. Not only dis this task 

give students practical experience and 

put their knowledge into practice, but it 

gave them insight into the processes 

involved when carrying out psychology 

research.  

 

In Year 13 students have started Pa-

per 3 looking at the compulsory topic 

Issues and Debates in Psychology. We 

explore issues such as gender bias 

and culture bias in psychology re-

search, making links back to topics 

that were studied in Year 12. In re-

gards to Debates we look at a range 

such as free will and determinism – 

whether behaviour is caused by in-

ternal or external factors, or whether 

we have some choice into our behav-

iour. As the debates are nearly com-

plete we will be examining the ethi-

cal implications of research studies 

and theory, including how such re-

search could be considered to be 

socially sensitive to a wide range of 

people. Once the topic is complete 

students will be learning about the 

biological and psychological causes 

and treatments of Schizophrenia, 

and issues with classification and 

diagnosis of the disorder. 

 

At GCSE level, our new Year 10 co-

hort of psychologists have started 

the Memory topic, looking at the 

different types of memory and how 

memories are encoded. They have 

just covered their first key theory 

(the multi-store model of memory) 

and key study (Murdock’s study into 

the serial position curve) and exam-

ined how our memory works, and 

how we remember information into 

our long-term memory and how we 

can recall information. This links to the 

Goffs Way when we do Retrieval Prac-

tice, as psychological research has 

shown that the more we retrieve infor-

mation the more likely we are to re-

member the information.  

 

Additionally, Year 11 students have 

just finished learning about Social 

Influence where we have explored the 

reasons for why people conform to 

groups, obey authority figures, may or 

may not have a person in an emergen-

cy situation, and why people behave in 

an antisocial manner when in a crowd. 

Within each area we have linked these 

reasons to real life cases, such as 

Kitty Genovese to explain why people 

did not help her when she was at-

tacked and killed even though they 

witnessed the event, and the London 

Riots in 2011 to explain why people 

engaged in antisocial behaviour (such 

as looting, attacking police officers). 

The students have now started the 

next topic which is Language, Thought 

& Communication where they will de-

velop an understanding the link be-

tween language and thought; how 

animals communicate and how this 

differs to human communication; and 

the purposes of non-verbal communi-

cation. 

PSYCHOLOGY UPDATE 
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