
Design and Technology Curriculum Planning: 2019-20 

1 
The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department 
 

Design and Technology  

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

Design and Technology is about providing opportunities for students to develop their capability, combining their designing and 
making skills with knowledge and understanding in order to give existence to their imagination. 

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences 

Year 7& 8  
 

Students are introduced to materials/ingredients and processes. They learn about the 
properties of materials and ingredients and the life cycle from extraction to end of life 
and sustainability. They then put into practice what they have learnt to produce an 
end product. Tech skills lesson run alongside the different disciplines to teach students 
fundamental design skills and how to apply the design process. 
Students learn and use technical vocabulary and keywords. 

Students are welcome and 
encouraged to explore ideas and 
techniques further after school. 

Year 9 Building on the foundations and developing their practical and analytical skills further, 
students are given contexts and briefs from which to explore design opportunities and 
carry out research. They use their knowledge to select materials and processes 
appropriate to realise their design ideas. Investigations into how materials and 
ingredients can be manipulated and combined. Understanding of the design process 
from concepts to final prototypes and evidencing this in a portfolio of work.  
Continue to build on technical vocabulary and terminology  

Design Ventura challenge with the 
design museum for product design 
students. Student design a product for 
the design museum shop. 

Year 10 Exam preparation and building  autonomy and confidence to develop a unique insight 
into the contexts for NEA. Theory lessons delivered to support the practical 
applications and in preparation for mock exams. Course work presentation and 
importance of evidencing the design process is practiced. Analysis and evaluation of 
designs both students and real life design examples. NEA begins for textiles and 
Product design mock NEA 1 & 2 for food. 
Key vocabulary , technical language and terminology  is used regularly and linked to 
exam questions. 

Students can attend after school 
session to work on NEA and use 
facilities. Students make contact with 
business or individuals who will act as 
clients for them. 
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Year 11 Completion of NEA for Design and technology and focus is entirely on  theory  and 
revision for written exam. Food NEA 1 starts September NEA 2 starts in November.  
Looking and industrial processes how professional designers practice. Students have 
the confidence and ability to answer sample questions both short and long response. 
Technical language and terminology is now common place. 

Students can attend after school 
session for completion of NEA. 

Sixth Form Building upon the skills gained at KS4. The design process is well understood and 
students now have the opportunities to explore and experiment with materials and 
processes . They are well informed and independent and can look for design 
opportunities to write their own contexts. Students work independently developing 
their own design style and carrying out appropriate research. 
 
 
  

Visit to V&A, serpentine pavilion and 
design museum to consolidate 
learning and carry out independent 
research. Students should be aware of 
exhibitions and events that will 
support their learning. 

 
 
In making these decisions, please consider the following questions: 
 

1. Is the intent of your subject curriculum clear and explicit? Have you identified the knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
learners should be developing in each year group? 

2. Do students have the time to cover topics in sufficient depth (mastery)? What do you currently teach which could be 
removed? 

3. Is the curriculum sufficiently ambitious for all? Consider the source materials/texts used. 
4. What are the foundations of knowledge/skills required at KS3, in order for successful study at KS4? Try not to be ‘shackled’ 

by this…consider the importance of learning beyond the specification 
5. What opportunities and experiences could/should students have while studying your subject? (including trips/visits and 

practical activities) 

6. How does your long-term curriculum planning promote the desired changes in long-term memory? (e.g. sequencing, low-



Design and Technology Curriculum Planning: 2019-20 

3 
The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

stakes testing, interleaving) 

7. How does your curriculum link to the local context? 

8. How does your curriculum link to relevant employment opportunities (related to your subject area)? 
9. What method(s) will you use to assess progress? Are there opportunities for students to produce an authentic, high-

quality, ‘final product’? 
10. How will you ensure students have opportunities to read, and develop their breadth of vocabulary in your subject? What 

vocabulary do you take time to develop explicitly? 

11. Are there any curriculum areas where colleagues require professional development? 

 
 


