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The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

 

Department 
 

Geography 
 
 

 To ensure that students have a deep understanding of the dynamic physical and human world and the interactions that 
occur between them   

 To ensure that students are able to observe and engage with a variety of key geographical information  

 To create students as global citizens that understand the importance of Geography as they are made aware of their actions 
on the environment and the importance of sustainability. 

 

Curriculum Intent 
(Overall) 

 Curriculum Intent (Year Group) Opportunities and Experiences End Point (students will have met at end 
of year) 

Year 7 Knowledge that Year 7 students will learn this 
year: 
Examples of human and physical Geography and 
how these are interrelated (My place in the 
world). Physical processes that operate within our 
earth and the impacts that this causes (Hazards). 
Location and quality of life in the continent of 
Africa and how this compares to the UK. Physical 
characteristics to include the climate of Africa. A 
range of coastal processes operating at the coast 
and the associated landforms that are 
created/how coastal environments are managed 
to be protected. Weather and climate and the 
factors that affect microclimates. Location and 
physical features in Brazil. Reasons why Brazil 
hosted the Olympics and the successes and 

Clacton-on-Sea trip – Linked to 
Coasts topic – July – Day trip 
 
Microclimate project – Fieldwork 
around the school. Teaching the 
skills of fieldwork before KS4.  
 
Model making – Making coastal 
landforms out of salt dough to 
understand their formation. 
  

The ideal student by the end of Year 7 will 
know their world continents and have 
basic map reading skills. They will have a 
basic knowledge of the physical processes 
(tectonics) operating within the Earth and 
begin to be able to analyse data from a 
range of sources. They will be able to 
understand how humans have an impact 
on the environment within the UK (coasts) 
and be able to conduct a fieldwork 
enquiry (microclimates) by creating a 
hypothesis, collecting and presenting data 
and analysing/concluding their results. 
Students will be able to give a balanced 
argument on a geographical issue (Africa 
and Olympics) and begin to understand 
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failures of this. 
 
Skills that Year 7 students will learn this year: 
Basic map skills to include locational knowledge, 
grid references, map symbols, direction, scale, 
height.  
Analysis of figures (photos/graphs/data tables). To 
learn how to conduct a fieldwork enquiry and 
present/analyse their results. The skill of speech 
writing and public speaking (Brazil Olympics) 
 
Assessments 
All Year 7 assessments are test based with a range 
of different style questions that mirror GCSE. 
Students have a range of skill based questions e.g. 
maps/using a figure/analysing data, along with 
questions that require extended writing. Where 
applicable, all Year 7 assessments contain 
command words that mirror those used at GCSE 
e.g. To what extent, Evaluate, Assess. 

the concept of sustainability. Year 7 
students should be confident in using key 
geographical vocabulary verbally and 
within their written work – LIC/HIC/NEE, 
erosion, tectonics. They will have 
confidence when structuring their written 
speech and verbally when presenting. 
 

Year 8 Knowledge that Year 8 students will learn this 
year: 
Students will be introduced to how Geography 
plays a huge role when it comes to the type and 
location of crime. Physical processes that operate 
within the tropical rainforest and how humans 
interact with this. The global importance of the 
tropical rainforest and discussion on the benefits 

How safe is Cheshunt? – Fieldwork 
outside of school. Teaching the skills 
of fieldwork before KS4. 
 
Zoolab – Rainforests topic – 
December – In school extra-
curricular. 
 

The ideal student by the end of Year 8 will 
be able to develop their knowledge of the 
fieldwork enquiry from year 7 relating to 
human fieldwork in the local area (Crime). 
They will be confident in collecting, 
presenting, analysing, concluding and 
evaluating their data. They will be aware 
of the importance that the tropical 
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and problems on deforestation. The inequality 
that exists with the development of countries 
around the world and reasons for this inequality. 
A range of unique physical and human 
environments that exist around the world. A 
continent of study of Asia with a focus on China 
and India being the next global superpower. A 
range of global issues affecting the world, the 
reasons for these, the impacts they have and 
possible solutions. 
 
Skills that Year 8 students will learn this year: 
Map skills and conducting a fieldwork enquiry to 
present/analyse/conclude their results (Crime). 
Debating/speech writing (Deforestation and 
Uneven World). Map skills – locational detail, 
direction (Fantastic places). Use of figures 
(photos/graphs/data tables) are used throughout 
all lessons for students to analyse. 
 
Assessments 
All Year 8 assessments are test based with a range 
of different style questions that mirror GCSE. 
Students have a range of skill based questions e.g. 
maps/using a figure/analysing data, along with 
questions that require extended writing. Where 
applicable, all Year 8 assessments contain 
command words that mirror those used at GCSE 

Trade game – Pupils partake in the 
trade game to understand the 
unfairness of real life situations. 

rainforest has globally and build on their 
confidence when debating a geographical 
issue (Deforestation – Endangered 
Ecosystems). Linked to this, they will 
develop their skills in understanding 
other people’s opinions and the term 
‘stakeholder’ (Endangered Ecosystems 
and Global Issues). Students will be aware 
of development issues around the world 
and solutions to these problems (Uneven 
World). They will develop a greater 
understanding of the concept of 
sustainability in the Global Issues topic. 
Year 8 students should be confident using 
key geographical vocabulary throughout 
all topics e.g. 
Sustainability/Development/Deforestation 
within their written work and verbally.  



Curriculum Planning: 2021-22 

4 
The purpose of our curriculum at Goffs is to provide a rich range of learning opportunities and experiences, therefore enabling students: 

- to develop a powerful range of knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
- to develop as confident, responsible, and articulate learners and citizens 
- to reveal and develop their inner strengths, and to thrive at school and beyond 

 

e.g. To what extent, Evaluate, Assess. 

Year 9 Knowledge that Year 9 students will learn this 
year: 
Students will focus on human processes, systems 
and outcomes and how these can change both 
spatially and temporally. They will study a variety 
of places at a range of scales (for example, 
Lagos/Eko Atlantic) and also in various levels of 
development (HICs/LICs/NEEs) within the Urban 
Issues and Challenges and Resource Management 
topic. Within the Coasts and Rivers topic, students 
will focus on the dynamic nature of physical 
processes and systems and how humans interact 
in a variety of places and at a range of scales. 
Students will develop an understanding of the 
tectonic, geomorphological, biological and 
meteorological processes and features in different 
environments and the importance of sustainable 
management strategies.  
 
Skills that Year 9 students will learn this year: 
Map skills and conducting a fieldwork enquiry to 
present/analyse/conclude their results (Ground 
Infiltration). Debating/speech writing (UK’s future 
energy mix). Map skills – locational detail (Lagos). 
Use of figures (photos/graphs/data tables) are 

Ground infiltration fieldwork – To 
be included for the first time this 
year (2021) 

The ideal student by the end of Year 9 will 
be able to have gained confidence with 
the core skills of a Geographer - locational 
knowledge, human and physical 
geography and geographical skills and 
fieldwork. They will have developed an 
understanding of the factors that produce 
a diverse variety of human environments 
and how these can change over time and 
place. The importance of sustainable 
management and areas of current and 
future challenge and opportunity in both 
human and physical environments. They 
will develop their understanding on how 
to give a balanced argument on a 
geographical issues e.g. resource 
depletion and opportunities/challenges of 
urban change 
They will continue to develop their 
understanding of the processes within 
human and physical environment and the 
interrelationship that exists between 
them (Physical landscapes – Coasts and 
Rivers). They will develop knowledge and 
understanding of key geographical issues 
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used throughout all lessons for students to 
analyse. Numeracy skills e.g. calculating the 
range/median/mean. 
 
Assessments 
All Year 9 assessments are test based with a range 
of different style questions that mirror GCSE. 
Students have a range of skill based questions e.g. 
maps/using a figure/analysing data, along with 
questions that require extended writing. Where 
applicable, all Year 9 assessments contain 
command words that mirror those used at GCSE 
e.g. To what extent, Evaluate, Assess. 

such as resource depletion and the need 
for management by humans. They will 
begin to develop the skills of introducing 
specific examples and case studies into 
their learning (e.g. 
Lagos/London/Holderness Coast). They 
should be confident to use key 
geographical vocabulary throughout all 
topics e.g. Social deprivation, 
regeneration within their written work 
and verbally. 

Year 10 Knowledge that Year 10  students will learn this 
year: 
Students will gain knowledge of the dynamic 
nature of physical processes and systems (The 
Living World and The Challenge of Natural 
Hazards) and the human interaction with them in 
a variety of places and at a range of scales (e.g. 
deforestation in the Amazon rainforest and 
development of the Western Desert). Students 
will develop an understanding of the tectonic 
processes and features, along with the importance 
of sustainable management and the impacts of 
such human interaction on the Earth. In Year 10, 
students will have the opportunity to take part in 
their Human Geography fieldwork where they will 

Stratford (Regeneration) –GCSE 
fieldwork –Day trip 

The ideal student by the end of Year 10 
will be able to continue to embed the 
advanced skills of a Geographer - 
locational knowledge, human and physical 
geography and geographical skills and 
fieldwork. They should have confidence 
with how humans can interact with 
physical processes operating in our Earth 
(The Living World and Challenge of 
Natural Hazards). They will understand 
the importance of sustainability and the 
need to focus on this for future 
generations. They will have confidence 
with the fieldwork enquiry process and be 
able to present and analyse their data 
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learn about the enquiry process. 
 
Skills that Year 10 will learn this year: 
Conducting a fieldwork enquiry to 
present/analyse/conclude their results from their 
Human Geography fieldwork. They will use skills 
to be able to apply knowledge and understanding 
to interpret, analyse and evaluate information. 
They will select, adapt and use a variety of skills 
and techniques to investigate questions and issues 
and communicate findings in relation to their 
geographical enquiry. Debating/speech writing 
(deforestation in the Amazon rainforest) Map 
skills – locational detail (Western desert). Use of 
figures (photos/graphs/data tables) are used 
throughout all lessons for students to analyse. 
Numeracy skills e.g. calculating the 
range/median/mean. 
 
Assessments 
All Year 10 assessments are previous GCSE 
questions/papers. Students have the opportunity 
to sit a range of question styles in their mid-way 
and end of topic tests by using past GCSE papers. 
Assessments will use a full section of the relevant 
paper so students have the experience of the 
variety of question types that mirror their GCSE 
exams. 

accurately. They will continue to embed 
an understanding on how to give a 
balanced argument about a geographical 
issue (e.g. deforestation in the tropical 
rainforest, development in the Western 
Desert), along with their development of 
exam skills of introducing specific 
examples and case studies into answers 
within an exam question (e.g. Western 
Desert, Amazon rainforest). Year 10 
students should have confidence to use 
key geographical vocabulary throughout 
all topics e.g. subsistence farming, 
epicentre within their written work and 
verbally. 
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Year 11 Knowledge that Year 11  students will learn this 
year: 
Students will learn about human processes, 
systems and outcomes and how these change 
both spatially and temporally (Changing Economic 
World). A variety of places at varying levels of 
development will be studied (Nigeria/UK). 
Students will gain an understanding of global 
variations in economic development and quality 
of life, strategies to reduce the development gap, 
social, environmental and cultural change within 
LICs/NEEs and how the economies of Nigeria/UK 
have changed over time. In Year 11, students will 
have the opportunity to take part in their Physical 
Geography fieldwork where they will revisit the 
fieldwork enquiry process. 
 
Skills that Year 11 will learn this year: 
Conducting a fieldwork enquiry to 
present/analyse/conclude their results from their 
Physical Geography fieldwork. They will use skills 
to be able to apply knowledge and understanding 
to interpret, analyse and evaluate information. 
They will select, adapt and use a variety of skills 
and techniques to investigate questions and issues 

Walton-on-the-Naze -  Compulsory 
GCSE fieldwork – September  - Day 
trip 

The ideal student by the end of Year 11 
will be able to continue to develop the 
advanced skills of a Geographer - 
locational knowledge, human and physical 
geography and geographical skills and 
fieldwork. Have a confident 
understanding of how to give a balanced 
argument about a geographical issue (e.g. 
economic development in Nigeria and 
their Issue Evaluation). Continue to 
embed knowledge of physical fieldwork 
and the skills needed to justify methods 
and conclusions of the investigation. 
Students will be able to show an 
understanding of how human processes 
can change both spatially and temporally 
(Changing Economic World).Use key 
geographical vocabulary throughout all 
topics e.g. HDI, DTM within their written 
work and verbally. Be able to make 
synoptic links between all areas of their 
geographical study in their Issue 
Evaluation with the use of problem 
solving. 
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and communicate findings in relation to their 
geographical enquiry. Map skills – locational 
detail. Use of figures (photos/graphs/data tables) 
are used throughout all lessons for students to 
analyse. Numeracy skills e.g. calculating the 
range/median/mean. Students will be introduced 
to their Issue Evaluation in Year 11, whereby they 
will be required to draw together knowledge, 
understanding and skills from the full GCSE 
course. Students have the opportunity to show 
their breadth of understanding and evaluative 
appreciation of the interrelationships between 
different aspects of geographical study. Critical 
thinking and problem solving/synoptic links. 
 
Assessments 
All Year 11 assessments are previous GCSE 
questions/papers. Students have the opportunity 
to sit a range of question styles in their mid-way 
and end of topic tests by using past GCSE papers. 
Assessments will use a full section of the relevant 
paper so students have the experience of the 
variety of question types that mirror their GCSE 
exams. 
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Year 12 Knowledge that Year 12  students will learn this 
year: 
Changing Places – Students will learn about 
people’s engagement with places, their 
experience of them and the qualities they ascribe 
to them. They will focus on how places are known 
and experienced, their character and the factors 
and processes which impact them over time. 
Students will study two contrasting places in 
depth. 
Coastal systems and landscapes – Students will 
learn how the physical environment has been 
developed by the interaction of major processes 
operating at the coast and the resulting 
landscapes that are formed.  
Hazards – Students will learn a range of natural 
hazards and their impact on human populations. 
The causes and nature of these hazards will be 
looked at, along with the impacts and how people 
respond. 
Population and the environment – Students will 
learn about the relationships between physical 
geography and population (numbers/health/well-
being/economic development). 
 
Skills that Year 12 students will learn this year: 
Changing Places - The two contrasting place 
studies will provide students with an opportunity 

Year 12 – Stratford – Compulsory A 
Level fieldwork for NEA 
(Note: We are looking to change the 
location of this fieldwork for their 
NEA since the removal of AS exams) 
 
 

An ideal student by the end of Year 12 will 
be able to have an understanding of the 
way in which their own lives and those of 
others are affected by continuity and 
change. They will be able to show an 
understanding of how the physical 
environment (Coasts) has been formed by 
a variety of processes operating in a 
systems approach. An appreciation of the 
impact that natural hazards have on 
human populations will allow students to 
have confidence in their causes, impacts 
and responses in contrasting parts of the 
world. Students will be confident on 
relationships between the physical 
environment and the populations that live 
there. Year 12 students should have 
embedded the advanced skills of a 
Geographer (detailed locational 
knowledge, human and physical 
geography and geographical skills and 
fieldwork). Be able to develop and 
articulate a balanced argument about a 
geographical issue (e.g. impacts of 
globalisation, ageing populations, coastal 
management) and be confident in 
analysing complex geographical 
information (graphs/maps/data tables). 
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to develop qualitative and quantitative 
investigative techniques, various mapping skills, 
data manipulation and statistical/evaluative skills. 
Coastal systems and landscapes – Data 
manipulation and statistical/evaluative skills, 
observation skills, measurement and geospatial 
mapping. 
Hazards – Observation skills, data manipulation, 
statistical and evaluative skills. 
Population and the environment – Observation 
skills, data manipulation and statistical/evaluative 
skills. 
 
Assessments 
All Year 12 assessments are previous A-Level 
questions/papers. Students have the opportunity 
to sit a range of question styles in their mid-way 
and end of topic tests by using past A-Level 
papers. Assessments will use a full section of the 
relevant paper so students have the experience of 
the variety of question types that mirror their A-
Level Geography exams. 
 
 

whilst recognising the validity of sources. 
To use key geographical vocabulary 
throughout all topics e.g. sense of place, 
glocalisation, equilibrium within their 
written work and verbally and be able to 
engage with key geographical reading 
linked to the topic. 

Year 13 Knowledge that Year 13  students will learn this 
year: 
Water and the Carbon Cycle – Students will focus 
on the major stores of water and carbon at or 

Year 13 - Stratford – Compulsory A 
Level fieldwork for NEA. 
(Note: We are looking to change the 
location of this fieldwork for their 

An ideal student by the end of Year 13 will 
be able to understand the dynamic 
relationships associated with the major 
stores of water and carbon at a variety of 
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near the Earth’s surface and the dynamic cyclical 
relationships associated with them. Students will 
gain knowledge of a systems approach and will 
look at the cycles at a variety of scales, their 
relevance to wider geography and their important 
for human populations. 
Global systems and global governance – Students 
will learn about globalisation and the 
economic/political/social changes associated with 
technological and other driving forces which have 
been a key feature of global economy and society 
in recent decades. Global trade /access to markets 
and the governance of the global commons will be 
focused on. Students will contemplate many 
complex dimensions of contemporary world 
affairs and their own place in and perspective on 
them. 
 
Skills that Year 13 students will learn this year: 
Water and the Carbon Cycle – Observation, data 
manipulation and statistical/evaluative skills. 
Global systems and global governance – 
Qualitative and quantitative approaches to 
gathering, processing and interpreting relevant 
information and data. Observation, data 
manipulation and statistical/evaluative skills. 
Geographical investigation – Fieldwork enquiry 
process to include contextualising, analysing and 

NEA since the removal of AS exams) 
 

scales. They will be able to understand 
how globalisation has led to and 
contributed to a variety of changes that 
affects our society today. Year 13 students 
should have embedded the advanced 
skills of a Geographer (detailed locational 
knowledge, human and physical 
geography and geographical skills and 
fieldwork). Be able to develop and 
articulate a balanced argument about a 
geographical issue (e.g. impacts of 
globalisation) and be confident in 
analysing complex geographical 
information (graphs/maps/data tables). 
whilst recognising the validity of sources. 
To use key geographical vocabulary 
throughout all topics  within their written 
work and verbally and be able to engage 
with key geographical reading linked to 
the topic. 
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reporting of their work to produce an 
independent investigation that demonstrates 
required fieldwork knowledge, skills and 
understanding. 
 
Assessments 
All Year 13 assessments are previous A-Level 
questions/papers. Students have the opportunity 
to sit a range of question styles in their mid-way 
and end of topic tests by using past A-Level 
papers. Assessments will use a full section of the 
relevant paper so students have the experience of 
the variety of question types that mirror their A-
Level Geography exams. 
 
 

 
 

 
 


