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9th November 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re:  Covid19 Update 
 
I hope that you each managed to have some enjoyable family time over half-term, current circumstances 
notwithstanding. As we return to school and start to head into the winter months, I thought that this would 
be a useful time to discuss some important messages around the ongoing pandemic. 
 
Whilst the national average for school attendance continues to sit somewhere around 89%, I’m pleased to 
say that the average for each of our schools has been around 95%. I am grateful to all parents for a 
measured and pragmatic approach during what are demanding times for us all. As we move into the usual 
period of seasonal colds and flu, this measured approach is something that I think we are all going to need 
to maintain, as we differentiate between a seasonal cold and what might be Covid19.  
 
To date, we have had 10 cases of Covid19 across both schools. Given that the Trust has over 2,000 
students, plus 200 staff, and that students are extensively socialising outside school, I am relieved to see 
such low numbers, particularly in comparison to what is happening nationally. Equally, there is no room for 
complacency, as the current lockdown highlights. Over half-term, both schools have been deep cleaned, 
and we will resume term with the compulsory wearing of masks in designated areas, our ongoing 
heightened cleaning, use of hand sanitiser, and separation into bubbles. To date, the Trust has spent 
£140,000 on delivering Covid related safety measures and cleaning.  
 
During this period of lockdown, I would be grateful if you could ensure that your child knows and adheres 
to the fact that they need to come straight home once school finishes.  
 
Raising/Reporting All Covid19 Queries – Not Absences 
 
In order to allow both Principals to focus on the key task of overseeing each child’s progression, effective 
today, Monday 9th November 2020, ALL Covid19 queries should be emailed to either: 
 
covid@goffs.herts.sch.uk    
covid@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk  
 
These accounts will be monitored at least twice each day. You will receive a response within 72 hours. 
Please be aware that only Covid emails going to this email address will be responded to. Understandably, 
there has been a significant amount of Covid related email traffic through each Principal’s email account, 
and I hope that you will understand that change is to allow each Principal to focus on running their school.  
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Raising/Reporting All Covid19 and General Absences 
 
The above change applies to Covid related queries only. All possible Covid cases should continue to be 
reported without delay by phone, to your child’s school. It is essential that your child’s school is made 
aware of any Covid19 diagnosis as a matter of urgency.  
 
All absence for reasons other than Covid should continue to be reported to your child’s school in the usual 
way.   
 
Social Distancing at Both Schools 
 
Some parents have raised queries regarding how social distancing operates in schools, in some cases 
suggesting that schools are required to maintain 1m distancing in classrooms – they are not - and I outline a 
summary below.  
 
• it is not realistic for students to maintain a 1m distance within the classroom, which is reflected in 

government guidance 
• to reduce class sizes to enable 1m distancing would require us to move to a rota system; for example, 

students attending school only 1-2 days per week. This is undesirable from a learning and teaching 
perspective, and contrary to current government guidance 

• in line with current government advice, other risk reduction measures apply. These include forward-
facing desks, consistent seating plans, use of sanitiser upon entry to every room, and maximising 
ventilation as far as possible 

• students are in lessons with only students from within the same year group 'bubble' - therefore 
reducing the number of contacts (guidance is clear that a combination of social distancing where 
possible, and reducing the number of contacts, should form part of the school's risk reduction strategy) 

• students continue to have a 'staggered' exit to avoid multiple year groups leaving the building together.  
 
Senior staff will continue to be present to ensure students do not congregate outside school 
 
Masks  
 
Prior to the implementation of the second lockdown, government advice was that the decision as to 
whether or not masks should be worn on corridors should sit with the Trust’s leadership. 
 
The wearing or not of masks is an area where I and both Principals have received the most heated and, in a 
few instances, highly emotive emails. There are equally strong views coming from parents on both sides of 
the debate, and I had as many parents who were strongly against masks being worn, as there were parents 
in favour of them being worn.  
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As all the parents who contacted us were advised at the time, the Trust was/is clear that we will follow 
national guidance. You have already received letters from each Principal regarding the compulsory wearing 
of masks in designated areas from today, medical exemptions aside. 
 
At the end of the current lockdown period, the Trust will review Government advice and proceed 
accordingly. That may mean reverting to a position where the wearing of masks is optional, or, remaining 
with the current position. I will keep you updated on our position at that point. I hope that you will 
understand that this is not something where I or either school will engage in any further debate. I recognise 
that other schools in the area may be doing something slightly different, reflective of the fact that all of our 
buildings are different, with different challenges around moving students and staff around the building.  
 
Self-Isolation 
 
A few parents have queried why a full year group is not being sent home if there is a Covid19 diagnosis. I 
can advise that: 
 
• each school is required to make contact with Public Health England (PHE) at the point of being advised 

of a firm diagnosis 
• PHE then ask the school to identify for itself all close contacts - those who have been within 2m for 15 

minutes or more - and to arrange for those individuals to self-isolate. The school does not share the 
names/details of those self-isolating with PHE 

• PHE advice is that those required to self-isolate are close contacts 48 hours before symptoms became 
evident, not at the point of the test result 

• each teacher at each school is required to maintain a fixed seating plan for every class they teach, so 
that this identification can be done very quickly 

• if you are not contacted, your child has not been within 2m for 15 minutes or more, and does not need 
to self-isolate 

• if your child needs to self-isolate, each school will provide a full suite of work – remotely via Teams, 
plus online – from the next day 

• students who have been sent home because they are a close contact of a confirmed Covid-19 case, are 
required to self-isolate for 14 days from the last date of contact 

• staff who are affected are also expected to self-isolate for 14 days. That said, staff are extremely clear 
on the fact that, as per guidance, they should maintain 2m distancing from colleagues and students. In 
order to facilitate this, each teaching room has a line of hi-viz tape across the front of it, designating the 
teacher’s space, and the majority of meetings are being held via Teams 

• if there are two reported cases in a bubble in a 14 day period, where students were in school 48 hours 
prior to symptoms becoming known, all students are sent home 
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Full School Closure 
 
To date, this has not been needed for either school. PHE and the Government are clear that to fully close a 
school is an absolute last resort. I would only need to do so if directed to do so, or if I did not have enough 
staffing to be able to safely open. It’s a position I fervently hope we will not reach.  
 
I hope that this additional information is helpful. I remain enormously impressed with how students and 
staff are managing in at times very challenging circumstances. As a positive, many students are enjoying 
having a designated area and catering point. I can see that if/when schools are able to return to a more 
normal way of operation, there are aspects of current provision that we may choose to retain. 
 
Kind regards. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Alison Garner 
Executive Principal 

 

 

 

 
        

      
 
 
 

 

 

  


